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Judy Passed away on 21 Nov 2019 and
had donated her Body to Science
however it was found at 99 years old this
was not possible thus her Mass, Funeral
& Wake were organised for 20 Dec with
the committal at Markeaton Crem, with the wake at
The Great Northern PH on Station Rd, Mickleover &
several Members have indicated they will be
attending, unfortunately I will be very MRU.
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Spam & Email. My first personal email in the early
1990’s was nobby.derbysa@yahoo.co.uk designed
to fool spam with my RN nickname though several
addressees though it rude
and put it in spam and I
changed to talktalk.net but all
suffered
severe
spam
attacks leading to our
present
address
of
Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk which is our
current contact email for DS matters. I did use an old
template in November in the post out to all members
but please only use the address above as the others
are not monitored regularly if at all. It would be
helpful if you did check your Spam Folder at least
once a month as a couple of members have advised
me my emails had gone into spam especially multi
addressed ones such as newsletters.
Thank you to all Members who have paid 2020 subs
& as Mon 16/12 we have only 4 out of 29 not paid,
(3 are SA which have a deadline)
but hopefully we have them all in
before the due date of 31/12
(21/12 for SA to post off). We can
then get our accounts audited
ready for the AGM in April, so
please start thinking about that too. I hope you had
a good Christmas, & we wish all Submariners and
readers of the ‘Trade Journal’ all the very best for
the whole of 2020.

DS BIRTHDAYS 2019

02 Jan

Dan Simmonds

05 Feb

Tony Greaves

A POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
There’s No Reason to Tailgate me when I
am doing 60 in a 30 mph limit!.
And those Flashing lights on top of your
car look Ridiculous.

Terry Hall
The Trade Journal Newsletter Editor
Hon. Sec/Treasurer, Derbyshire Submariners’
Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk
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WELFARE MATTERS

The Silver Line and Age UK
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/latestpress/articles/2019/october/age-uk-and-the-silverline-join-forces-in-the-fight-against-loneliness/
The Silver Line is the only free confidential helpline
providing information, friendship and advice to older
people, open 24 hours a day, every day of the year.
The Silver Line and Age UK have joined forces.
Together, our ambition is to help more of the older
people who most need The Silver Line’s vital
loneliness services. Our helpline receives over
10,000 calls a week, and our befriending services
support 2,000 older people, but demand is everincreasing. Our charities combine our strengths to
enable The Silver Line to reach more people and to
raise the much needed donations on which we rely.
Nothing changes today for our callers or the older
people who use our services.

Police Alert To Remove Vehicles from Laybys As
Soon As Possible following thefts on A38 Derbys.
Police are urging drivers to remove their vehicles as
soon as possible following a number of thefts of cars
from laybys across Derbyshire. The vehicles had
been left by their owners overnight while arranging
for recovery after a breakdown or following a
collision. Incidents have been reported during the
past few weeks on laybys at Barlborough, near to
junction 30 of the M1, along the A38 between
Ripley and Derby and on the A52 between Derby
and the M1. PC Scott Jeffreys of our Roads
Policing Unit said: ‘We would urge motorists to
make sure they return and remove or recover their
vehicles from laybys as soon as possible after a
break down or collision as we have had recent
incidents where cars have been stolen after drivers
have left them overnight thinking they would be
secure. Patrols are being carried out by our officers
but we would encourage people to report any
suspicious activity to us as soon as they can, and if
you are able to make note of the descriptions of any
people or vehicles, and registration numbers, it can
really help us.’ If you have any information about
crime, or to report any suspicious activity you can
make contact with us using any of the following nonemergency contact methods: Phone: Ring 101.
Facebook – send us a private message to
/Derbyshire Constabulary
Twitter – direct message our contact centre on
@DerPolContact
Website – complete the online contact form
www.derbyshire.police.uk/Contact-Us.
You can also anonymously contact Crimestoppers,
on 0800 555 111 or by visiting www.crimestoppersuk.org. Remember in an emergency, or if a crime
is in progress, you should always call 999.

Dame Esther Rantzen, Founder of The Silver Line
said, ‘Meeting the escalating demand and finding
the funds to answer every call has been a constant
and exhausting challenge and joining forces with
Age UK is an exciting new chapter in the life of The
Silver Line. It follows a very similar story to when we
joined Childline with the NSPCC in 2005. Looking
back that was the best decision we ever made, and
that partnership enabled Childline to grow and
develop in ways that would have been impossible
had the charity remained on its own.’ Sophie
Andrews OBE, CEO of The Silver Line said, ‘In a
short space of time The Silver Line has become a
lifeline for thousands of lonely and isolated older
people across the UK. I started as The Silver Line’s
first employee and I am immensely proud of what
we have achieved and how the organisation has
grown. Joining forces with Age UK marks a
significant step forward for the charity, one which
will give us the stability to continue to deliver our
vital services and to grow sustainably. I am thankful
to all our supporters, volunteers and staff, past and
present, who have helped us reach this point. We
will continue to rely on you all for support and look
forward to embarking on the next phase of the
charity’s journey alongside you.’

Carole Woodall (Police, Comms Admin, Derbyshire
Netflix 'reactivated' Users Without Permission
BBC News 28 Nov 2019
Imagine cancelling your subscription to a streaming
service, only to discover it taking payments from
your account months later. That's exactly the
situation described by some Netflix subscribers who
have been targeted by criminals who sell on login
details. Because customer data, including billing
information, is held on the site for 10 months to allow
people to re-join, hackers can reactivate dormant
accounts without knowing users' bank details, BBC
Radio 4's You & Yours programme has learned.
‘Criminals had changed my login details completely
and had signed me up for the most expensive
service,’ says Emily Keen, from Oxford. Netflix says
the safety of member accounts is top priority and
urges members who notice unusual activity to
contact the company. Editor: It is common
knowledge that it is sensible to look through all your
Bank Statements and Credit Card bills for any
payment you do not recognise and advise your
bank, utility or building society immediately.

Steph Harland, CEO of Age UK said, ‘We are very
excited about what this partnership means for older
people. Age UK’s focus is on helping the older
people who need us most, including the millions of
older people experiencing loneliness and isolation.
We can’t do this alone. By joining forces with The
Silver Line we’ll strengthen our complementary
services with the aim of helping more older people
while making every penny of funding stretch as far
as we can. The Silver Line offers an emotional
lifeline to so many and, by complementing their
services with Age UK’s more practical information
and advice, we will together give older people a
place to turn to for whatever they need. The Silver
Line has a profound effect on the lives of the older
people it supports and will be an important part of
our fundraising efforts around loneliness.’
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UNPOLITICALLY CORRECT PAGES

When a Married Man says, I will think about it, what
he really means is that; He doesn't know his wife's
opinion yet.

Doctor: Have you taken my advice and slept with
the window open? Patient: Yes
Doctor: So, has your asthma disappeared?
Patient: ‘No, but my watch, iPod, TV and laptop have!

Did You Know that Wives are magicians? They
can change anything into an argument.
As I Was Pondering the Problems of the World, I
realised that at my age I don't really give a toss
anymore. If walking is good for your health, the
postman would be immortal. A whale swims all day,
only eats fish, drinks water, but is still fat. A rabbit
runs and hops and only lives 15 years, while a
tortoise doesn't run and does mostly nothing, yet it
lives for 150 years. And you tell me to exercise? I
don't think so. Just grant me the senility to forget
the people I never liked, the good fortune to
remember the ones I do, and the eyesight to tell the
difference.
Three Couples marry and stay at the same hotel
for their honeymoons, where they are taken care of
by Dave the bellboy. The first man married a nurse.
Dave thinks to himself, ‘Nice, nurses are known to
be hot.’ The second man married a telephone
operator. Dave thinks to himself, ‘Telephone
operators have sexy voice. The third man married
a school teacher. Dave thinks to himself, ‘Poor guy,
teachers are too strict.’ The next morning, Dave
reports to work and gets a room service call from
the nurse's husband. He sourly says, ‘Don't ever
marry a nurse. All I heard last night was 'You're not
sanitary, you're not sanitary.’ Then, the telephone
operator's husband calls and sourly says, ‘Don't
ever marry a telephone operator. All I heard last
night was ‘Your three
minutes are up; your three
minutes are up.' Later that
afternoon, the teacher's
husband calls and happily
says, ‘When you marry, be
sure to marry a school
teacher. All I heard last night
was 'We are going to do this
over and over until we get it
right!’

A Derbyshire Farmer had 500 hens but no
cockerel. He went to his neighbour who said ‘You
can have this bird. His name is Jack. He is a real
stud and I reckon in his previous life he was a
Submariner’. The farmer took the bird home and
said, ‘It’s your first day Jack, so take it slow mate, all
right?’ The farmer put Jack in the hen house and
soon heard the hens squawking madly. Jack had
his wicked way with every one of them. Then the
bird went on to have all the ducks and geese at the
farm pond as well. But the following morning the
farmer found Jack lying there dead with his legs
sticking up in the air and some sparrow hawks and
crows circling overhead. ‘Jack’ the farmer cried out
distraught. ‘Why did you have to die so soon?’ ‘Be
quiet’ Jack whispered. ‘They were just about to
land’.
One Liners A dyslexic man walked into a bra.
A man walks into a bar with a slab of asphalt under his
arm, and says, ‘A beer please, and one for the road.’
Two cannibals are eating a clown. One says to the
other, ‘Does this taste funny to you?’
‘Doc, I can't stop singing The Green, Green Grass
of Home.’ ‘That sounds like the Tom Jones
Syndrome.’ ‘Is it common?’ ‘Well, It's Not Unusual.’
Two peanuts walk into a bar, and one was a salted.
An invisible man marries an invisible woman. The
kids were nothing to look at either.
Deja Moo: The feeling that you've heard this bull before.
I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other
day, but I couldn't find any.
I went to a seafood disco last week;
and pulled a mussel.
What do you call a fish with no eyes? A fsh.
Two fish swim into a concrete wall. The one turns
to the other and says, ‘Dam!’
At the Doctors Surgery. A gorgeous young
redhead goes into the doctor's surgery and said that
her body hurt wherever she touched it. ‘Impossible!’
says the doctor. ‘Show me.’ The redhead took her
finger, pushed on her left shoulder and screamed,
she pushed her elbow and screamed even more.
She pushed her knee and screamed; likewise, she
pushed her ankle and screamed. Everywhere she
touched made her scream. The doctor said, ‘You're
not really a redhead, are you?’ ‘Well, no,’ she said,
‘I'm actually a blonde.’ ‘I thought so,’ the doctor
said, ‘Your finger is broken.’

Phone a Friend The quiz show question was
‘There are four birds; blackbird, thrush, robin and
cuckoo. Which one doesn’t build a nest?’ Under
pressure, the Royal Marine contestant elected to
phone a friend a fellow Royal Marine. The Marine
listened to his mate and said, ‘The blackbird, thrush
and robin all make nests, but the cuckoo’s home is
in the clock!’
Holding Hands. While out in the town, I saw an
elderly couple holding hands while they were
walking. As they approached, I commented on how
romantic it was. The man replied, ‘We have been
holding hands when we go out in public for years. I
have to. If I let go, she shops!’

A Submariner & Skimmer were chatting at a bar.
My wife keeps hinting about a sexy gift she wants
said the submariner. ‘She said that it begins with a
D and ends with an O, and vibrates in a pleasing
way ‘Blimey’ said the skimmer and gasped out,
’Where on earth are you going to find a Didgeridoo?’

264 Report. This rating is something of an idiot
before ‘Up Spirits’, and a gibbering idiot soon after’.
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Now that I'm older here's what I've discovered:
1. I started out with nothing, and I still have most of it.
2. My wild oats are mostly enjoyed with prunes and
all-bran.
3. I finally got my head together, and now my body
is falling apart.
4. Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded.
5. Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded.
6. If all is not lost, then where the heck is it?
7. It was a whole lot easier to get older,
than to get wiser.
8. Some days, you're the top dog;
some days you're the hydrant.
9. I wish the buck really did stop here;
I sure could use a few of them.
10. Kids in the back-seat cause accidents.
11. Accidents in the back-seat cause kids.
12. It's hard to make a comeback when you
haven't been anywhere.
13. The world only beats a path to your door
when you're in the bathroom.
14. If God wanted me to touch my toes,
he'd have put them on my knees.
15. When I'm finally holding all the right cards,
everyone wants to play chess.
16. It's not hard to meet expenses.
They're everywhere.
17. The only difference between a rut and a grave,
is the depth.
18. These days, I spend a lot of time thinking about
the hereafter. I go somewhere to get something,
and then wonder what I'm ‘here after’?
19. Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded.

Celibacy Many aspects of human sexuality are
very puzzling. Take celibacy, for instance. This
can be a life choice, or a condition imposed by
environmental factors. While attending a Marriage
Encounter Weekend, Robert and Mary listened to
the instructor declare ‘It is essential that husbands
and wives know the things that are important to
each other.’ He addressed the men. ‘Can you
each name and describe your wife's favourite
flower?’ Robert leaned over, touched Mary's arm
gently, and whispered, ‘Self raising, isn't it?’ And
thus, began Robert's life of celibacy.
Adam & Eve. God said, 'Adam, I want you to do
something for Me.' Adam said, 'Gladly, Lord, what
do You want me to do?' God said, 'Go down into
that valley.' Adam said, 'What's a Valley?' God
explained it to him. Then God said, 'Cross the river.'
Adam said, 'What's a River?' God explained that to
him, and then said, 'Go over to the hill' Adam said,
'What is a hill?' So, God explained to Adam what a
hill was. He told Adam, 'On the other side of the hill
you will find a cave.' Adam said, 'What's a cave?'
After God explained, he said, 'In the cave you will
find a woman.' Adam
said,
'What's
a
Woman?' So, God
explained that to him,
too. Then, God said,
'I
want
you
to
reproduce.'
Adam
said, 'How do I do
that?' God first said
(under his breath),
'Oh my!' And then,
just like everything else, God patiently explained
that to Adam, as well. So, Adam goes down into the
valley, across the river, and over the hill, into the
cave, and finds the Woman. Minutes, he was back.
God, His patience wearing thin, said angrily, 'What
is it now?' And Adam said, ‘What's a headache?'

The Zoo A man starts his new job at London zoo
and is given three tasks. First job is to clear the exotic
fishpond of weeds. As he does this a huge fish jumps
out and bites him. To show who it is boss, he beats
it to death with a spade. Realising his employer won't
be best pleased; he disposes of the fish by feeding it
to the lions, as lions will eat anything. Moving on to
the second job of clearing out the Chimp house, he
is attacked by the chimps that pelt him with coconuts.
He swipes at two chimps with a spade killing them
both. What can he do? Feed them to the lions, he
says to himself, because lions eat anything, so he
hurls the corpses into the lion enclosure. He moves
on to the last job which is to collect honey from the
South American Bees. As soon as he starts, he is
attacked by the bees. He grabs the spade and
smashes the bees to a pulp. By now he knows what
to do and throws them into the lion's cage, because
lions eat anything. Later that day a new lion arrives
at the zoo. He wanders up to another lion standing
around and says ' So what's the food like here?' The
lion turns around and says: ‘Absolutely brilliant, today
we had Fish and Chimps with Mushy Bees!

Deeply in Love Paddy is passing by Mick's hay shed
one day when through a gap in the door he sees Mick
doing a slow and sensual striptease in front of an old
red Massey Ferguson.
Buttocks clenched, he
performs a slow pirouette and gently slides off first the
right welly, followed by the left. He then hunches his
shoulders forward and in a classic striptease move lets
his braces fall down from his shoulders to dangle by
his hips over his corduroy trousers. Grabbing both
sides of his checked shirt, he rips it apart to reveal his
tea stained vest underneath and with a final flourish he
hurls his flat cap onto a pile of hay. ‘What the heck are
you doing Mick?’ says Paddy. ‘Jeez Paddy, ye
frightened the living bejasus out of me’, says an
obviously embarrassed Mick, ‘but me and the missus
been having some trouble lately in the bedroom
department, and the therapist suggested I do
something sexy to a tractor’.

A Wise Man once told his son; My Boy, when you
accumulate the understanding to know why a Pizza is
made round, to be put in a square box & eaten in
triangles, only then will you be able to understand
women

I’ve Reached the Age where my Train of Thought
often leaves the Station Without Me!
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JEFF BACON © CARTOONS

My Next Trip
I didn’t get old on purpose, it just happened.
If you're lucky, it could happen to you!
I have been in many places,
but I’ve never been in Cahoots.

I know when you
read this NL we
will be into 2020
and a long way
until Christmas
but a relevant
message to all
DS Members to
talk up on your
preferences on
what DS programme is for 2020?

Apparently, you can't go alone.
You have to be in Cahoots with someone.
I’ve also never been in Cognito.
I hear no one recognises you there.
I have, however, been in Sane.
They don't have an airport;
you have to be driven there.
I have made several trips there,
thanks to my children, friends, family and work.

Editor. I would also like to repeat my message
from the past and a hearty thank you to Jeff Bacon
for allowing us to use his cartoons in our Trade
Journal NL. It is pleasing to be able to print the
article on page 6 of this newsletter of how it all
began when Jeff was just 22 and the road to where
we are now; but the underlying message is those
who have served at sea in any Navy have a
common sense theme of Humour and are all Proud
to have Served. I was once told you can always
tell if a Matelot is happy; He’s always Dripping
except on a Run Ashore!

I would like to go to Conclusions,
but you have to jump,
and I’m not too much good on
physical activity anymore.
I have also been in Doubt.
That is a sad place to go,
and I try not to visit there too often.

THE TWO TIFFS

I’ve been in Flexible, but only when it was
Very important to stand firm.
Sometimes I’m in Capable, and I go
there more often as I'm getting older.

A Tiff was returning from leave
was making his way back to
Fort Blockhouse from London
via Soho. He boarded the train
with his Pusser’s holdall in one
hand and the remains of a bottle
of rum in the other.
He
staggered down the carriage until he found a spare
seat. Grabbing his bottle by the lower band he took
another wet to see him on his journey. He picked
up a discarded paper and started to read it. He then
asked the priest in the same compartment, ‘Father,
what causes arthritis?’ ‘Well my son, it’s the result
of loose living, being with cheap, wicked women, too
much rum and contempt for your fellow man.’ ‘Well
I am damned!’ The Tiff muttered, returning to his
paper. The priest, feeling a little guilty, said, ‘I’m
very sorry. I didn’t mean to upset you. How long
have you had arthritis?’ ‘I don’t, Father. But I was
reading here in the paper that Pope does.’

One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense!
It really gets the adrenalin flowing
and pumps up the old heart!
At my age I need all the stimuli I can get!
I may have been in Continent,
but I don't remember what country I was in.
It’s an age thing. They tell me,
it is very wet and damp there.
Please Do Your Part,
You can do your bit by remembering
to send this information to at least
one other person.
My job is done!
Life is too short for negative drama
and petty things.
So, laugh insanely, love truly and forgive quickly!
From one unstable person to another I hope
everyone is happy in your head.

New Discovery Shampoo. It's so good to finally
get a health warning that is useful. It involves the
shampoo when it runs down your body while you
shower with it. Shampoo Warning! I don't know why
I didn't figure this out sooner! I use shampoo in the
shower! When I wash my hair, the shampoo runs
down my whole body, and printed very clearly on
the shampoo label is this claim: ‘For Extra Body &
Volume! No wonder I have been gaining weight!
Well! I have got rid of that shampoo and I am going
to start showering with Dawn dish soap instead. Its
label reads: ‘Dissolves fat that is otherwise difficult
to remove! Problem solved! If I don't answer the
phone I'll be in the shower.

We're all doing pretty well in mine!
I didn’t get old on purpose, it just happened.
If you're lucky, it could happen to you!
Bob Pointer
Sign on the Back of a Septic Tank Truck:
‘Caution - This Truck is full of Political Promises’
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Navy Cartoonist Jeff Bacon

one for the Marines through his website
Broadside.net and Navy Times. Bacon explained
his mission simply, ‘In the Navy you have that inside
humour, there are things always going on that can
rub [people] the wrong way. You do a cartoon that
irks everyone, gets a few laughs and maybe you
might inspire some change with a few gentle pokes
to the ribs. I've always loved the Navy; I love the
people and the energy that comes with it. When I
write the cartoons, I know who I'm trying to make
laugh. I know my target audience, the people in
uniform.’ Traveling to military bases across the
globe, the work of a cartoonist and writer is never
quite complete. Spending a considerable amount of
his time refreshing his memory on Navy equipment
and personnel, Bacon regularly rides along with
ships on short visits during cruises and deployments
for new cartoon ideas. This time, he flew on USS
Nimitz (CVN 68) for an overnight visit as part of the
Cdr, Naval Air Forces distinguished visitor program.

Story Number: 2018Release Date:
By Mass Communications Specialist 3rd Class
Samuel Bacon USS Nimitz (CVN 68) Public Affairs
Jeff Bacon scribbles away, his pencil a blur on the
notepad as it sits on his table. A general-issued Navy
notepad, with an even more modest pencil in his
hand. The tools provided to the author of the Navy
Times' comic ‘Broadside’ don't seem to slow him
down. ‘It gets an idea across,’ he says, his eyes
precisely focused on his work as he creates the
image before us. ‘My cartoons, my artwork, they're
about getting a point out there. It's not perfect, but
due to the familiarity that comes with Navy life, we
can identify with the joke.’ Centred around a light
table, Bacon's collection of artisan supplies invokes
thoughts of anarchy. Various inks, pens, pencils and
paper lay askew, forming their own rebellion against
any form of organisation. Every piece, although
unconventional, is where it needs to be for the retired
Navy Captain. Broad-shouldered and bare-headed,
Bacon doesn't quite fit the typical image of a
cartoonist. Quick to laugh about his lack of hair, the
correlation to him being a Navy man is easy to make.

‘Some of my jokes are from personal experience,
but I've been out for 12 years,’ he says. ‘My newer
material is mostly what I hear and what I observe
when I'm riding along. When you let Sailors talk
unguarded, you can get some real priceless stuff out
of them.’ Surprisingly, despite his successes after
retiring, Bacon still feels like he's never completely
transitioned back to civilian life. Speaking on his
feeling of relevance while on deployment, there's a
difficulty in replacing that feeling in the civilian world.
‘When you're in, you have a sense of purpose,
you're serving your country, defending your family
and friends,’ said Bacon. ‘When you get out of the
military, if you're discharged because you got hurt
or injured and you're not ready to leave yet, you
have this sense of purpose that's lacking.’ Bacon
works with several organisations such as the
National Cartoonists Society and the USO to help in
giving back to current and former service members
who feel the same way.

‘All I wanted to do was drive ships,’ said Bacon.
‘While I was in school, I started doing little doodles in
the margins like any other bored student. It wasn't
until the Frigate USS Cook (FF-1083) that I started
really working on my drawing.’ Bacon had begun a
career as a junior surface warfare officer on Cook
spending his time, as many junior officers do, on
watch. ‘There was a dry erase board just outside of
the executive officer's stateroom,’ he said. ‘I was 22
years old and there's a board, with markers, just
sitting there in the open. I'd wait 'til no one was
around, do a quick graffiti sketch then get the heck
out [and] dodge! The XO would get furious trying to
figure it out. Of course, when he did, my buddies
would think I was a rock star because I just jammed
up the XO.’ Bacon was forced to quit, but by that
point he had obtained a small taste of a career he
would carry with him for nearly 31 years.

Despite his light-hearted jokes, Bacon has a
sombre reminder for the Sailors who have long
since earned their salt and those who are just now
joining the branch that commands the sea.
‘Remember that what you do is important. It means
everything to the country and the civilians in it.
There's a power you represent, both off our coasts
and overseas,’ said Bacon. ‘When you're down in
the mess decks or buried under paperwork in an
office, you may forget, but everyone's got their piece
to play. We're proud of you and we're thankful for
you keeping our families safe.’

It was six unique cartoons that cemented Bacon's
career in 1986. Urged on by his fellow officers,
Bacon submitted his cartoons straight to the
magazine publication, ‘The Navy Times.’ Oversized,
under-edited and sketched by free-hand, the jokes
were solid Navy humour. Gentle but stern comments
on Navy life and the things that irk Sailors
everywhere. While on watch aboard Cook, Bacon
received a surprise he had only dreamed of. The
latest issue of Navy Times arrived and his cartoons
were featured right alongside his favourite artists.
Bacon had found a unique level of satire with his
work. Refusing to directly ridicule or scorn the trivial
issues he came across, there was a balance found
between a teasing joke and a good-natured jab at
some of his fellow Sailors' idiosyncrasies. Thirty-one
years later, Bacon continues cartooning despite
having retired from the Navy. Once a week, he
releases one hand-tailored strip for the Navy and

Editor. I found this article on Jeff and for some
years now Derbyshire Submariners have been
proud and privileged to use Jeff’s cartoons on page
5 of our newsletter with his blessing. We thank him
for this privilege and despite being pure USN there
is always something that equally equates to both the
Royal Navy and USN Sailors, and done in a
wonderful way a sailor or submariner will fully
understand. BZ Mate and long may it continue.
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Sailors Begin Palace Duties
Royal Navy News 25 Nov 2019
RN sailors are now guarding Royal palaces for the
second time in history after taking over duties today.
Sentry duties for the 104 officers and ratings started
today at Buckingham Palace when, at 11am, the
Changing of the Guard saw 1 Battalion Grenadier
Guards replaced by a Royal Navy contingent of 35.
The RN will march out of Windsor Castle concluding
their time as guardians of the palaces on the
December 19. Officer commanding the RN Guard,
Lt Cdr Richard Dobson, said: ‘This will be an intense
and memorable experience for all of us at the end of
several weeks of ceremonial duties training, just 8 or
9 days of it specifically on palace guarding, and could
be regarded as the pinnacle of my professional
career which began as a rating in 1990.

British Army to see Number of Troops Slashed
The Week 24 Nov 2019
Defence chiefs are considering plans to slash the size
of the British army and lend out one of the RN’s
flagship aircraft carriers amid fears they could be
forced into further spending cuts. The Conservative
manifesto unveiled yesterday ditched a promise made
in 2017 by Theresa May to maintain the overall size of
the armed forces. The party's 2015 manifesto pledge
to keep the army’s strength above 82,000 has already
been dropped, with the number of fighting personnel
currently standing at just 73,000. Despite a future Tory
government vowing to maintain defence spending at
more than 2% of GDP, The Sunday Times says
service chiefs ‘are already in conflict over plans that
would refocus Britain’s war-fighting capability and cut
the number of personnel’. The paper says senior
officers are discussing an army of between 60,000
and 65,000, the smallest for centuries, and ‘in a move
that will cause uproar in the navy, army chiefs are
pressing to mothball one of Britain’s new aircraft
carriers, or lease it to the Americans’. One source told
the newspaper: ‘The army hates the aircraft carriers,
which they have always seen as white elephants, but
the Americans love them. They’re cutting-edge
because they can operate with far fewer crew than the
US carriers. ‘The army can’t recruit or retain the
people it needs. Both the army and the navy think that
the job of the RAF will soon be done by drones’, they
added. Last year, the former commander of the UK's
Maritime Forces, Rr Adm Alex Burton told the BBC
that Britain was in danger of losing its status as a
‘credible military power’. Budget cuts and rising
military threats meant the ability to ‘fight and win on the
front line’ was being affected and if fresh spending was
not announced, the UK would be morally poorer on the
world stage, Burton warned. The Daily Mail reports
that Defence Secretary Ben Wallace has secured a
further £2.2bn for the military but has said he would
prefer to cut capabilities and do a smaller number of
things better, prioritising improved kit rather than an
expanded fighting force.

‘The instructors from the guards could not have been
better, for those 8 or 9 days they really put us through
our paces and prepared us thoroughly for our Fit for
Role inspection last week enabling us to mount
guards today.’ Palace duties for the sailors follows
Nov parades at the Cenotaph and RBL Festival of
Remembrance. Only after they were concluded
could training, mostly conducted on the HMS
Excellent drill square in Portsmouth, focus on
guarding. The hard work continues all month with
their time out of the public eye spent tending uniforms
and rehearsing drills for whichever of the four palaces
they are on duty at next. Lt Cdr Dobson volunteered
to lead the contingent when he discovered the RN
was going to mount guards again having heard from
colleagues about the success of the previous venture
and sense of personal achievement and pride in
being Captain of the Queen’s Guard. The Senior
Service last mounted guards in 2017 and jumped at
the opportunity to do it again; the sailor most recently
made Captain of the Queen’s Guard prior to that is
thought to have been Sir Walter Raleigh in 1587.
Editor: Tongue in Cheek, I often joke when
attending Services with the Derbyshire Submariners
Standard around Derby, that I am always at the front
(RN Standard) and often state that as a submariner
it is to ensure I am in step!! I note the two cap tallies
in the rear rank are Neptune (possible Part 3
Submariner) and a guess that the other is HM
Submarines. One can only assume it was not a
volunteer guard then except for the officers?

Defence Secretary Rubbishes Reports that
Armed Forces are to be Cut
The Portsmouth News 24 Nov 2019
The Defence secretary has rubbished reports the
armed forces are to be cut and one of the RN’s
flagship carriers is to be leased to one of the UK’s
allies. A report published in the Sunday Times
claimed that, in a bid to cut costs, army defence chiefs
are pressing to mothball one of Britain’s flagship
aircraft carriers or lease it to the USA. The article
also highlighted the move was part of a cost cutting
exercise which would see the government renege on
their commitment to ‘maintain the overall size of the
armed forces’. However, the Defence Secretary, Ben
Wallace MP, responded: ‘This is total rubbish. There
are no plans to shrink the armed forces. There are
however plans to increase army recruiting levels.’ It
was recently announced that Portsmouth is to be
home to the RN’s newest aircraft carrier, HMS Prince
of Wales which will join its sister ship, HMS QE.
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US Navy Verifies Lost Sub Rediscovered
The Assd Press, Navy Times 15 Nov 2019
New York. A team of ocean explorers say a U.S.
submarine with 80 sailors on board when it
disappeared in 1944 has been discovered in
Japanese waters.
The ‘Lost 52 Project’
announced that the WWII submarine Grayback
was found in June after it had disappeared in
February 1944 during its final combat mission. The
U.S. Navy officially verified the discovery of the
submarine that was located about 50 nautical miles
south of Okinawa by the group of ocean explorers.
The group says in a release that this is the 5th
WWII submarine discovery for the team led by
undersea explorer Tim Taylor using robotics and
other underwater technological methods and
vehicles. The project’s objective is to find the 52
U.S. submarines that were lost in WWII. Navy
Times Editor’s Note: With eight battle stars,
Grayback was one of the great boats in Navy
history, credited with sinking 14 enemy vessels
and 64,835 tons of shipping during WWII.

South Korea is also planning to adopt lithium-ion
batteries for their future submarines. Their latest
Jangbogo-III class boats are already among the
most well-armed non-nuclear submarines in the
world.
Japan’s next generation ‘29SS’
submarine may abandon AIP altogether and rely
on a large bank of lithium-ion batteries. The
advantage of pure lithium-ion batteries over AIP
is power: so far AIP has never provided enough
power to propel a submarine at full speed
underwater.
For these submarines always
resort to their batteries. And the AIP is not
powerful enough to recharge the batteries so the
old-fashioned diesel generator is still required for
that.
Additionally, AIP systems require
dangerous substances to run, typically liquid
oxygen and hydrogen. So, AIP enhances the
stealth of a submarine, its key characteristic, but
at the cost of size, complexity and maintenance.
An AIP submarine still needs a diesel generator
and still needs a large bank of batteries. Most
navies see the trade-offs as worth it, but lithiumion batteries promise to change this equation.
Having better batteries removes the need for the
AIP, thus making the submarine smaller and
easier to maintain.

Japanese Navy may Have Gained
Tactical Edge with New Submarine
H I Sutton Forbes 12 Nov 2019
In a ceremony on 6 Nov, Japan launched its latest
submarine, the Toryu. It is its second to be
equipped with lithium-ion batteries. Japan is the
first country to field this game-changing
technology in submarines. So, what is the big
deal? We are familiar with lithium-ion batteries in
our smartphones, laptops and other consumer
goods. They have a higher power-density than
traditional batteries, and they can be made
smaller and in novel shapes which better fit the
space given to them.
Yet the submarine
community has been slow to adopt this
technology. This is for good reason. As we know
from Samsung's woes with the Galaxy Note 7,
lithium-ion batteries are prone to catching fire.
Battery fires aboard submarines can quickly turn
lethal. Recently 14 elite Russian submariners lost
their lives due to a fire in the battery compartment
of their submarine. Those were traditional, safer,
lead-acid batteries. Japan must have found a way
to make lithium-ion batteries safe enough to send
to sea. The first 10 Soryu class boats used
traditional heavy-duty acid batteries like almost
every other submarine in the world. Even nuclear
submarines have a bank of lead-acid batteries as
back up. But the Japanese submarines also have
an Air-Independent Power (AIP) system. This
uses closed-cycle ‘Stirling’ diesel engines to
generate electricity to turn the propeller while the
submarine is submerged. This means that
submarines can patrol longer without surfacing,
thus preserving their stealth. AIP is itself seen as
cutting-edge technology so it's telling that Japan
has stepped beyond this with lithium-ion batteries.

Russian Submarine Spotted in Israeli
Territorial Waters
Itai Blumenthal Ynet 11 Nov 2019
The submarine was located by the IDF naval
forces some eight nautical miles (15 km), while
Israeli territorial waters stretch to 12 nautical
miles (22 km) off the shore. Once it became
clear the submarine was Russian, the Naval
officers contacted their Russian counterparts,
activating the Naval Coordination Mechanism
between the two countries through the Planning
Directorate (a directorate in the IDF General
Staff). This prompted the submarine to leave
the area and head toward the western
Mediterranean.
The Israeli military did not elaborate on whether
any damage has been done to the security of
the state or for how long the submarine stayed
in Israel's territorial waters. ‘From time to time
the IDF naval forces discover targets within our
territorial borders, which may be perceived as
being vessels belonging to foreign military,’ said
the army in a statement. ‘We do not intend to
comment on the details of the article.’ The
presence of Russian submarines in Israel's
territorial waters could be part of Moscow’s
recent attempts to entrench itself in the Middle
East after it has established its military
presence in Syria. The manoeuvre could also
have long-term implications on Israeli security if
it was to be revealed that the submarine had
intelligence-gathering capabilities.
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Royal Navy Owes Much to a Woman who built
Long-Lost Plymouth Landmarks
Max Channon Plymouth Live 28 Jul 2019
The RN owes much to a remarkable woman who built
two long-lost Plymouth landmarks, and whose legacy
lives on in a charity that still helps sailors and Royal
Marines, more than 100 years after her death. In
1918 her work for the RN was recognised when she
was appointed Dame Grand Cross of the Order of the
British Empire (GBE) and,
when she died later that year,
in Devonport, she became
the first woman to be granted
full naval honours at her
funeral. Born in London in
1840, Agnes Weston spent
more than two decades living
and working among the
sailors of the RN, and the charity she founded built
two iconic buildings in Plymouth, that are sadly no
longer with us. She co-founded two Royal Sailors’
Rests in Plymouth (and one in Portsmouth) with
fellow philanthropist Sophia Wintz (1847-1929) and
campaigned tirelessly to improve the lot of her
beloved ‘bluejackets’. The first of these, on Fore
Street, close to gates of Devonport Dockyard opened officially on the 8th May, 1876.

Today, the charity Aggies is based in Portsmouth but it is still serving members of the RN, RM, and
their families, wherever they may be, with projects
like Storybook Waves, which helps deployed
members of the RN and RM’s maintain the link with
their children, by recording readings of bedtime
stories. Aggie's life story is just as remarkable as
the charity she founded. Its website says: ‘Agnes
was the daughter of a lawyer and brought up in a
comfortable middle-class home in Bath. She was
unusually active for a young lady of her time with a
love of sport and particularly swimming and horseriding. She was also headstrong and initially
refused to accept her parents’ Christian faith,
actively choosing to shut religion out of her life. She
said that she had no desire to have any dogma
thrust upon her, and that she considered churchgoing to be 90% hypocrisy and 10% sincerity'.
However, when Rev James Flemming was
appointed to the family church in Bath, he
responded positively to Aggie’s flippant attitude. He
spent time with her, earned her confidence and
helped her address her difficulties and doubts. His
patience was ultimately rewarded, for when Agnes
came to faith, she did it with characteristic ‘all or
nothing’ commitment. She was determined to make
her religion live; she felt that Christ would not want
her to lead a frivolous life of ‘balls, receptions and
flirtations.’ She did not know quite how to live out
her faith, but she intended to help some people
along the way. So began her life as a dedicated and
selfless Christian philanthropist. ‘Aggie was never
scared to give things a go and having excelled at
organ lessons in her local church she was taken on
as a pupil organist at Gloucester cathedral, again
most unusual for a woman of her time. This skill
stayed with her through the years and her own
organ was later a feature in her first Sailor’s Rest.

During the Second World War, the Rests in both
Devonport and Portsmouth were bombed by Nazi
Germany during the Blitz and destroyed, within a few
weeks of each other, in 1941. Some said this was
the end of Aggie Weston’s, but within a short time,
canteen work resumed,
with a mobile canteen
unit provided by the
British
War
Relief
Society of the USA. A
Few weeks later, a
house was rented in
Portsmouth and another
in
Devonport,
as
temporary
accommodation
while
the Rests were reestablished. In 1951, the
Portsmouth Rest planted
its feet at the corner of
Edinburgh Road, close to the dockyard gates. In
Devonport a new and modern rest was built on Albert
Road. The work was completed, and the Rest was
opened to the Navy - and indeed all members of the
Armed Forces in December, 1959. The website Old
Devonport says: ‘For 3s 6d a night, a serviceman
could have a bed-sitting-room, with hot and cold
running water, an electric shaver socket, a combined
wardrobe and dressing-table, and a bed with a foam
mattress. He could spend his entire shore leave here
if he wished to. For shorter stays he could have a
cabin, exactly half the size of the bed-sitting-rooms,
for 2s 6d per night. Breakfast cost two shillings. This
building was closed at the end of June, 2001, and the
site was redeveloped in 2003.

‘Her desire to help people in practical ways led Agnes
on an interesting journey. As a Sunday School
teacher, she felt drawn to the group of unruly boys,
‘the un-manageables’, that no-one else would take
care of. Success with this group led her to being
asked to provide recreation facilities for the troops of
the Somerset militia who were being temporarily
stationed near the town. When these soldiers left,
many for foreign soil; she took pity on some of them
and promised to write them so that they had at least
one link with home. As with all of Aggie’s projects
through the years she started modestly. But her list
of ‘pen pals’ grew rapidly and soon became too
great for her to handle alone. So, she started
publishing a monthly news-letter, which she called
‘Ashore and Afloat,’ and she continued to write this
personally until her death. By that time over 55,000
copies were being distributed. ‘When sailors on one
of the troopships saw the letters that some of the
soldiers on board were receiving from Aggie they
wondered if she might consider writing to them as
well. Never one to turn down a request for support
she duly obliged; this was her first link with the Navy.
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‘One of Aggie’s trademark quotes was that she was
always seeking the 'next great thing' and when some
of her correspondent sailors and a group of naval
wives asked for her to come to meet and address
them in Devonport she leapt at the opportunity. The
first person she met in Devonport was a pretty fairhaired lady by the name of Sophia Wintz. They quickly
became good friends and business partners and
continued to work together until Agnes died almost 50
years later. ‘At this time in the late 19th century, nearly
4000 boys were being trained by the RN in Plymouth,
and Agnes was distressed to see them aimlessly
wandering the streets on their one day off (Sunday);
there was nowhere for them to go other than to public
houses, and they were not allowed to enter those
anyway. So, Agnes and Sophia set up a meeting
room for them in Sophia’s mother’s kitchen.

The Queen met Aggie on several occasions and
eventually appointed her as a Dame of the Empire.
‘Aggie was innovative too. She did not settle for quietly
running her Rests and writing her newsletter, but
throughout her life remained an active and imaginative
advocate for the rights of sailors and their families. For
example, she worked out ways to get the sailors’ pay
directly to their families who may have lived many
miles away, she ran savings banks to help the sailors
to look after their money and she even sold railway
tickets for the sailors on their ships so that they could
get home immediately after leave was granted, thus
by-passing the temptations, taverns and muggers of
the sleazy area outside the dockyard gates. ‘Aggie
was a leader, a pioneer of her time, a practical and
non-judgmental servant of her beneficiaries and a
devout Christian. She left a comfortable life and
selflessly gave all she had for the benefit of others. Her
over-riding desire was to offer Christian love to the
sailors and their families, because she felt that they
needed it. In her autobiography, she noted that 'my
work is, to say the least, varied, and the spirit of love,
and I hope common sense, runs through it like a
thread of gold'. Her legacy was the establishment of
a charitable association that continues to work with the
same spirit of love for the benefit of the serving
members of the RN and their families to this day.

The original Aggies in
Devonport and on the
right the new version
as it was in the 196070’s when. Plymouth
still bore signs of the
terrible
Wartime
Bombing damage as shown by the bottom left photo.

‘Dame Agnes Weston died shortly before the end of
WWI, on 23 October 1918 and was buried with full
naval honours (this was the first time that such an
honour had been accorded to a woman). Over 2000
officers and men crowded into Weston Mill cemetery
to pay their respects. ‘For over half a century she had
been known to countless sailors as; ‘Mother Weston,’
‘the Mother of the Navy,’ ‘The Navy’s Friend,’ ‘The
Lady of the Navy’ or more commonly and
affectionately as simply ‘Aggie.’ However, her epitaph
simply reads; ‘the Sailors’ Friend.’ Plymouth City
heritage curator Nigel Overtor said: ‘The original
sailors' rest was on Fore Street in Devonport, but until
recently this was behind the enclave wall which was
demolished for the area's regeneration. Now that
space has been opened up, and roads have been laid
for the new housing development, it could be the prime
spot. Mr Overton said: ‘What's interesting is she was
teetotal and was into temperance, so when she
expanded the sailors' rest and bought three pubs [The
Napier Inn, The Fountain and the Dockyard Gate Inn]
to do so, I always thought she must have had a wry
smile as they were demolished.’

‘The popularity of the gathering in this private house
eventually led to them seeking a larger venue, and
eventually to a request, from a group of sailors, for
Aggie to provide a 'sailors’ rest house'. She was slow
to respond to the request because she could see the
difficulties that would arise, and the level of
commitment that would be required. She recognised
that if she was to make this pioneering venture work
then she would have to give it 100%. By her nature,
she could not start it without committing her all. She
would never again have any private life. ‘The
comfortable middle-class existence in leafy Bath
would be permanently given up for a life of service,
seeking to bring home comforts and wholesome
entertainment and teaching to the sailors of the RN in
the seediest areas of the dockyard cities. It was not a
lifestyle that society would have approved of for a
young lady from a professional home. But Aggie had
no cares for what others thought and she accepted the
challenge before her.

Earlier this year, Aggie Weston was the official winner
of a poll which asked the people of Plymouth to vote
from a list of well-known women to decide who will get
the city's next blue plaque. Councillor Tudor Evans,
Leader said: ‘What a fantastic result to announce on
International Women’s Day! Our poll had a real mix of
brilliant women on it who’ve all achieved great things,
things that have either benefited Plymouth or helped
put us on the map. I’m thrilled so many people got
involved and took the time to vote, and that we’ve
ended with such a worthy winner.’

‘The rest, as they say, is history. Aggie’s faith and
dedication led to the Sailor’s Rests becoming a
phenomenon, with presence in all the main naval
bases, including several abroad. The Rests were so
popular that some taverns were closed in the face of
the competition, and taken over by Aggie to provide yet
more facilities. The value of the Rests was recognised
by Queen Victoria herself, and she bestowed her
patronage and the prefix ‘Royal’ to the Sailor’s Rests.

10

Royal Navy Historic Flight Disbands
Ben Dunnel 9th May 2019
The Royal Navy Historic Flight officially disbanded
on 31 March 2019, having been in existence at
RNAS Yeovilton since 1972. A news release said,
‘Over the next few months, responsibility for
maintaining and flying the aircraft is expected to
transfer to the charity Navy Wings, securing their
long-term future flying as civilian rather than military
aircraft.’ The list of aeroplanes involved is headed
by Swordfish I W5856, which has recently been
ground-run, and Swordfish II LS326, which has not
flown for a few years. The other aircraft in the
RNHF’s inventory upon its disbandment were
Chipmunk T10 WK608, Sea Fury FB11 VR930, Sea
Hawk FGA6 WV908 and Swordfish III NF389.
‘Negotiating the gifting of military heritage assets
can be a lengthy process’, Navy Wings said, ‘but the
RN and Navy Wings are working closely together to
finalise details of the transfer, ensuring that the
aircraft will not be lost to the nation and will continue
to fly on the air display circuit for years to come’.
Further details of the switch to the UK civil register
will be announced in due course. ‘It is an emotional
day’, added Lt Cdr Mark Jameson, the RNHF’s last
CO, ‘but the Royal Navy is intent on keeping the
aircraft flying’. For several years, Navy Wings,
through its operational arm, Naval Aviation Ltd, has
supplemented the RNHF’s aircraft with its own civilregistered aeroplanes, namely Sea Fury T20
VX281/G-RNHF, which will be on the circuit again in
2019, and Sea Vixen FAW2 XP924/G-CVIX,
awaiting a return to airworthiness following its
wheels-up landing in 2017. Editor: Not Submarine
related and first I knew they had disbanded so
general RN info even if Fleet Air Arm

the home of HMS Vernon. Vernon started life in
1876 as a training establishment accommodated on
board ships afloat in Portsmouth Harbour. In 1923,
it moved ashore to the site that is now Gunwharf
Quays and became a centre for training and trials of
many forms of undersea warfare, including mine
warfare and diving. It closed in 1986 and the
monument of a contact sea mine and two divers
commemorates that part of naval history. Project
Vernon has a website at www.vernonmonument.org and a Facebook group at
www.facebook.com/groups/vernonmonument.

The Man Who Never Was’ Memorial
12-12:45Hrs Sun 19 April 2020
Just to let you know that we will be dedicating the
‘Man Who Never Was’ memorial in the Allied
Special Forces Memorial Grove at the National
Memorial Arboretum at 1200 hours on Sun 19th
April 2020. This is our small tribute to this MI5
operation that saved thousands of lives when the
Allied invaded Sicily instead of the Balkans.
Everyone is welcome to attend. The memorial
plaque is close to the Sun Room in the Grove and
the ‘Cockleshell Hero's’ memorial. Hope that this
is of interest to ALL, Mike Colton. Treasurer
Friends of the Allied Special Forces Meml Grove
07929-118598 whoplantswins.info
Email mikecolton@hotmail.com
Event Location: Allied Special Forces Meml Grov
Erewash Borough Council (EBC) Armed
Services Affiliation to Airey Fairies 814 NAS
Erewash Borough Council has accepted an
invitation to be affiliated with 814 Naval Air
Squadron (NAS) as part of its continued
commitment to support the armed forces
community. Based at the RN Air Station at Culdrose
in Cornwall, 814 NAS is the font line anti-submarine
squadron operating Merlin helicopters from frigates,
destroyers and aircraft carriers. The
squadron, known as the ‘Flying
Tigers’ primarily protects the naval
fleet from surface and underwater
threats but also supports maritime
security operation and helps in
search and rescue missions. At a
Full Council meeting on 10 Oct, members accepted
the affiliation invitation from the First Sea Lord, Adm
Tony Radakin. Editor: I know Carol Hart quite well
and she is really proud of further links with the
Armed Forces as Leader of EBC, EBC Cllr for West
Hallam & Dale Abbey Ward and Derbyshire County
Cllr for Breadsall West Hallam Division. She is also
the County Cllr for Breadsall and West Hallam,
serving the communities of Breadsall, Little Eaton,
Morley, West Hallam and Stanley. First elected to
Erewash Borough Council in 2001 and Derbyshire
County Council in 2004, Carol has served as Leader
of EBC since 2017 as the Cabinet Member for
Health and Communities at Derbyshire County
Council from 2009-2013 and again from 2017.

Monument to RN Mine Warfare and
Diving Personnel to be Unveiled
Navy News 21 Nov 2019
A monument in the form of a bronze statue will be
unveiled at Gunwharf Quays in Portsmouth next
year to pay tribute to the Royal Navy’s mine warfare
and diving history. More than £250,000 has been
raised to find the one-and-a-quarter life size
monument, created by sculptor Mark Richards. The
sculpture, which will be revealed on 25 Mar 2020,
will stand in one of the pools at Gunwharf, formerly
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First Minister Sturgeon Claims Independent
Scotland still Eligible for Royal Navy Work
George Allison UKDJ 22 Nov, 2019
The First Minister of Scotland, Nicola Sturgeon, has
claimed that shipbuilding companies would ‘win
contracts because they are the best at what they do’.
The context surrounding the claim is the First Minister
responding to a question by Murdo Fraser MSP,
regarding how many ships an independent Scotland
would build. Sturgeon insisted that RN contracts
would still come to Scotland if the country separates
from the UK because of the quality of work
emanating from the nation’s shipyards. The issue
with this is two-fold, firstly the people ordering would
have to want them to be built in what would then be
a foreign country. Secondly, they would have to find
a way around ITAR legislation.

under which any change to an existing US export
licence requires US State Department approval. An
independent Scottish state would be a third-party
country, not covered by existing UK-US ITAR
agreements. UK companies would not have
authority to transfer items and information that is
subject to ITAR licence to their subsidiaries or other
companies in an independent Scottish state or to a
Scottish national, without US approval, any more
than it could transfer such material to organisations
or individuals in other foreign states. Every licence
held by companies in Scotland working on ITARcontrolled items would have to be re-approved if
Scotland became independent which would take
years. Other than procurement activity undertaken
during the World Wars, the UK has not had a
complex warship built outside of the UK since the
start of the 20th century at least. All the RN’s new
complex warships are being built in UK shipyards
and the UK Govt remains committed to utilising the
strengths of UK industry in this specialist and
complex area.

One side, the Scottish government, say that naval
shipbuilding would continue on the Clyde if Scotland
left the UK. The other side, the UK government, say
it would not. This isn’t the first time this claim has
surfaced, Ian King, then chief executive of BAE,
earlier indicated in a letter submitted to the Scottish
Affairs Committee before the Scottish independence
referendum that shipyards on the Clyde would likely
have to close if Scotland votes for independence.
The future of the yards at Govan and Scotstoun is
directly tied into the Type 26 frigates and Mr King has
said BAE would build the ships at a location
compatible with the contract awarding process of the
MoD. The MoD, the customer referred to above by
Mr King, has recently made clear that leaving the UK
would influence the ‘location of the build of the ships.
The full statement was made by then Minister for
Defence Equipment, Support and Technology with
responsibility for Defence procurement and Defence
exports in response to a question from Brendan
O’Hara, MP for Argyll and Bute, regarding the Type
26 frigates. ‘What I can confirm to the hon.
Gentleman is that, had the independence vote gone
the way that he and his colleagues would have liked,
no warships would have been built on the Clyde,
because the UK Government would not have chosen
to build them there; we made that very clear.’

A shipbuilding source who wishes to remain
anonymous, told us that: ‘We would still be doing the
work. We just wouldn’t be doing it in Scotland.’
Scotland would still need a navy, right? Up to date
facts on what an independent Scotland would
operate at sea, let alone what it would build aren’t
easy to come by. This concern was also expressed
in evidence to the Committee by representatives of
the Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering
Unions, who commented that ‘Unless an
independent Scottish Government could provide
equivalent-type orders [there has so far only been an
indication that a handful of vessels would be
procured], we would be greatly reduced or
completely finished as a shipbuilding industry’.
Significantly increasing Scotland’s share of the global
naval ship export market would be very challenging.
The existing major naval ship exporting nations are:
USA, Korea, Russia, France, Germany, Turkey and
the Netherlands. These are likely to be joined soon
by Brazil and Japan. Servicing and repair of ships
takes place in all of these countries plus Chile, and
this list is likely to be joined by the UAE.

John Dolan, GMB convener at the Scotstoun yard in
Glasgow the last time this claim was made,
said: ‘I assure you that if we go for
independence we will not be building. We have
been told quite clearly by the UK government It
is well understood in industry that companies
based in an independent Scottish state would
no longer be eligible for contracts that the UK
chose toto place or compete domestically for
national security reasons.
Aside from the UK not placing tenders for
complex warships internationally, there’s also
the matter of contracts using US technology.
Defence contractors that work with items or
technology of US origin are also covered by
undertakings given in accordance with the US
International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR),

Editor: I assume the same rules will apply to
Faslane & Trident forbidden to be based in Scotland?
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The Royal Navy Is having Real Trouble
Disposing of its Old Nuclear Submarines
Michael Peck The National Interest Nov 2019
When you need to dispose of an old car, you can
take it to a junkyard. But what do you do with a
nuclear submarine whose reactor can make people
glow in a most unpleasant way? Britain has retired
twenty nuclear submarines since 1980. None have
been disposed of, and nine still contain radioactive
fuel in their reactors, according to an audit by
Britain’s National Audit Office. These subs spent an
average of twenty-six years on active service, and
nineteen years out of service. ‘Because of this, the
Ministry of Defense] (MoD) now stores twice as
many submarines as it operates, with seven of them
having been in storage for longer than they were in
service,’ the audit states. Even worse is the price
tag. Britain has spent 500 million pounds ($646.4
million) maintaining those decommissioned subs
between 1980 and 2017. Full disposal of a nuclear
sub would cost 96 million pounds ($112.1 million).
As a result, the total cost for disposing of the RN’s
ten active subs and twenty retired vessels would be
7.5 billion pounds ($9.7 billion), NAO calculated.

not have a fully developed plan to dispose of
Vanguard,
Astute
and
Dreadnought-class
submarines, which have different types of nuclear
reactor,’ NAO pointed out. ‘For the Vanguard and
Astute-class it has identified suitable dock space
which, if used, will need to be maintained.’
Interestingly, the British military gets an exemption
when it comes to nuclear waste. ‘Within the civil
nuclear sector, organisations must consider nuclear
waste disposal during the design stage of power
stations and nuclear infrastructure. The Dept does
not have a similar obligation.’
Britain isn’t the only nation that has problems
disposing of nuclear warships. The Soviet Union
sank nineteen nuclear vessels, and fourteen
shipborne nuclear reactors, at sea, sparking fears of
an environmental catastrophe. Even the U.S. Navy
is struggling with how to dispose of nuclear subs
and aircraft carriers, such as the decommissioned
carrier USS Enterprise.
SNPs Pledge to Scrap 'Immoral' Trident
Forces Network News 27 Nov 2019
The SNPs have launched their manifesto ahead of
the General Election next month. During the launch
in Scotland, the SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon said:
‘It's been estimated that the renewal of the Trident
nuclear weapons system could cost more than £200
billion. That is a colossal waste of money and
weapons of mass destruction are immoral.’ Ms
Sturgeon added: ‘A key SNP demand for our
support will be for the removal of Trident from
Scotland and the saving of billions of pounds to be
invested instead in our precious public services.’
The SNP also wants the building of the Royal Fleet
Auxiliary’s
Fleet
Solid
Support Ships to be
restricted to UK shipyards.
It also wants to give
Commonwealth troops, and
their families, the right to
remain in the UK after their
service, as well as using
vacant Ministry of Defence
(MOD) homes to house
homeless veterans. The
manifesto states: ‘SNP MPs
will continue to challenge
the UK government over its record and pressure the
government to tackle homelessness by committing
to a key SNP pledge that the Ministry of Defence
use vacant MOD homes to house homeless exservicemen and to ensure that Commonwealth
personnel in the UK armed forces and their families
to receive indefinite right to remain during and after
service in the UK military.’ Editor: See Article Page
12! At least she will get her wish for redundant MoD
homes when the RN closes Faslane whose sole
purpose in existence is to service Great Britain’s
Continuous Deterrent (CAD) Trident Programme
which cannot be based in a foreign country if they
get their demands for Independence.

Dismantling and disposing of a nuclear sub is a
complex process.
The nuclear fuel must be
carefully removed from the reactor using special
facilities. Then the submarine itself must be
dismantled, again with extra care paid to removing
the radioactive parts of the vessel. Just one
contractor, Babcock International Group PLC. is
‘currently the Department’s sole supplier capable of
undertaking most of the Department’s defueling and
dismantling requirements,’ noted NAO. ‘It owns the
nuclear-licensed dockyards and facilities in both
Devonport and Rosyth, and also provides aspects
of the related projects.’ Fuel removal ceased in
2004 after British nuclear regulators found the
removal facilities didn’t meet standards. Yet the
MoD still lacks a fully-funded plan for defueling.
All of this is taking a toll on a RN already
underfunded and struggling to fund new ships. ‘The
Dept pays an estimated £12 million [$15.5 million] a
year to maintain and store the nine fueled
submarines currently stored in Devonport,’ NAO
found. ‘Maintaining fueled, rather than unfueled,
submarines also present additional technical
uncertainties and affects dock availability. This has
contributed to space pressures in Devonport, with
the Department at risk of not meeting its
commitment to inspect, clean and repaint stored
submarines at least every 15 years, and not having
space to prepare [the submarine] Torbay, which left
service in 2017, for long-term storage. Until
submarines are prepared, the Dept must keep them
partially crewed, potentially affecting the Dept’s
ability to redeploy its personnel.’ The plan is to
begin defueling subs, beginning with HMS
Swiftsure, in 2023. But even then, the MoD will
have to deal with different subs that have different
disposal requirements. ‘At present, the Dept does
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Japan’s Got a Stealthy New Submarine
(With Some Very Interesting 'Batteries')
David Axe The National Interest 6 Nov 2019
Japan has launched a submarine with a new kind of
battery that could allow the boats to sail farther while
underwater. Kawasaki Heavy Industries eased the
Soryu-class diesel-electric attack submarine Toryu
into the water at KHI's facilities in Kobe. The 275feet-long Toryu is the 12th and final Soryu-class
vessel and the second, after sister vessel Oryu, with
lithium-ion batteries replacing the lead-acid
batteries that most other submarines carry. The
boats still have diesel generators for supplementary
power. A Soryu boasts a top speed of 20 knots
when submerged and 12 knots on the surface. Each
boat in the class has six 533-millimeter bow tubes
that can fire the Japanese-developed Type 89
heavyweight torpedo. The boats also can fire
Harpoon anti-ship missiles.

contract to build as many as a dozen new
submarines for the Australian navy. Canberra
instead tapped a French firm to produce the
country’s new undersea boats at a cost of up to $39
billion. Taiwan is counting on technical assistance
from Japan as the small island country struggles to
build its own new submarines to replace the pair of
1980s-vintage boats that, at present, represent the
Taiwanese navy’s only undersea capability. ‘We
are far behind’ in submarine warfare, Taiwan’s
former defence minister Michael Tsai said at the
Hudson Institute in Washington, D.C. in Sept 2019.
‘We need technical support from the United States,
Japan and other countries.’
If Taipei fully funds the ambitious project and
nothing happens to disrupt the flow of foreign
technologies that the island country will rely upon as
it establishes its own sub-building industry, the
Taiwanese navy could possess its first new
undersea boat as early as 2026.
Further
advancements are likely as Japan continues
working on new submarine batteries. Continuing
improvements to lithium-ion batteries could allow
Tokyo to develop conventional submarines that
don’t require diesel generations at all. Japan’s nextgeneration 29SS submarine could be powered
solely by lithium-ion batteries, Sutton reported.
David Axe serves as Defence Editor of the National
Interest. He is the author of the graphic novels War
Fix, War Is Boring and Machete Squad.

Following trials, Toryu could enter service with the
Japanese navy as early as March 2021. Japan
currently operates 19 submarines and in coming
years aims to grow its undersea fleet to 22 vessels
in order to balance China’s own expanding sub
force. Toryu’s new battery helps the vessel to patrol
longer, but apparently not without some risk. ‘We
are familiar with lithium-ion batteries in our
smartphones, laptops and other consumer goods,’
H. I. Sutton wrote at Forbes. They have a higher
power-density than traditional batteries, and they
can be made smaller and in novel shapes which
better fit the space given to them. Yet the submarine
community has been slow to adopt this technology.
This is for good reason. As we know from
Samsung's woes with the Galaxy Note 7, lithium-ion
batteries are prone to catching fire. Battery fires
aboard submarines can quickly turn lethal.
Recently 14 elite Russian submariners lost their
lives due to a fire in the battery compartment of their
submarine.

Spanish Police Capture Europe’s
First Narcotics Submarine
Telegraph, 25 Nov 2019
Police and customs officers captured a drug
submarine in Spain's north western Galicia region
early on 24 Nov after the vessel appeared to have
suffered engine trouble. Spanish police were tipped
off by the US Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) and
Portuguese officials after the 20-metre-long
submersible
stopped
in
Cape
Verde
and
was
detected off the
Portuguese
coast, but it
was able to sail
almost into the Mediterranean before it became
inoperable, and was scuttled by its crew. The
submarine is currently about 10 metres down near
Praia do Foxo beach, and authorities are trying to
refloat it to seize the estimated 3,000 kilograms of
cocaine inside. Two Ecuadorean men who fled the
craft were arrested by Spanish police, while a third
remains at large. While drug submersibles are fairly
commonplace in South America, they are much
rarer in Europe. The last reported instance came in
2006, when an abandoned boat was found in the
same region, in part because of the higher volume
of illicit substances being produced and transported
from South America.

Those were traditional, safer, lead-acid batteries.
Japan must have found a way to make lithium-ion
batteries safe enough to send to sea. Japan isn’t
alone in developing new batteries for submarines.
South Korea also plans to install lithium-ion
batteries in a new class of subs that could enter
service in the early 2020s. The first of the three
locally-designed KSS-III Batch I boats launched in
Sept 2018. Seoul’s new subs carry torpedoes and
also feature vertical-launch tubes for land-attack
cruise missiles. The vessels can reach a top speed
of 20 knots while submerged. ‘Development of
lithium-ion batteries for submarines is a great
achievement in the global submarine market, said
Rear Adm. Jung Il-shik, an official with the South
Korean weapons-development agency. ‘We expect
this successful development of lithium-ion batteries
to raise South Korea’s reputation as a submarinemaker, as well as to have a great ripple effect
through the commercial sectors.’ But lithium-ion
battery tech didn’t help Japan win a lucrative
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BARTLEWOOD LODGE DS UNCH CLUB NOV 2019
With my Topsy Turvey heavy administration, getting
out DS/SA renewals and private problems with
hospitals and doctors and impending admission for
an operation this was difficult to organise. It was
with good reasons the numbers dropped through
the floor due to funerals, close bereavements and of
course the all-important holidays with many getting
away to a warmer climate or enjoying a week all in
for £99-£150 on a Shearing’s 5 Day holiday.
Unfortunately, Ann and I had to cancel our preChristmas trip to Cornwall, my Annual Jaunt down
to Chatham for the Truculent Memorial in Jan, and
a Feb holiday up North due to a hospital admission
in Early Dec; which despite waiting over two years
for the operation came in with little warning and an
offer I could not refuse.

when I phoned to book and no problems with us
doing so in the past including last August when we
held a lunch club. She promptly told me she was
the manager, and had not given permission and
after a discussion including my plea that we as well
as carrying out our traditional toast to HM Queen, a
Naval Tradition we were also remembering one of
our 99-year-old wartime Associate Members who
had just passed away. Thankfully, CDF kicked in
and the manager relented that we could indulge as
I had asked properly, but I was advised it would not
be permitted in future as it was against company
policy. This is becoming a common theme now with
big companies running the pubs, and local
managers keeping strictly to the rule book of no
outside drinks not brought on the premises, and I
am afraid we will have to comply if we want to use
those pubs. Life is changing, and to be honest when
our normal Lunch Clubs had attendances of fifteen
to twenty and our bill was over £100 to the pub, plus
the majority sinking two pints whereas more and
more the drinks are lime & soda we have no
leverage to demand any other despite some saying
that some soft drinks are just as expensive as the
beer. There is also the sad fact with our losses now
totalling five over the last year we do not have the
attendances we had.

Come Monday 25 Nov the only positive response I
had was our Chairman’s wife Isobel, though at least
three stated they hoped to be able to attend. When
you have a group you obviously cannot just descend
on the day for a meal, though with the Bartlewood
Lodge being a Stonehouse Carvery cum Pizza
Eating House the ordering was not so crucial
especially for the expected low numbers, so I
advised
could
they reserve a
table
we
normally have
for ten, and
permission was
given to Pass
the Port and Toast HM and to this we added a toast
to Judy Holland who had passed away in the
previous week. I advised everyone to arrive at 12
Noon as normal and when buying a drink to
purchase their Carvery or individual meal tickets
and when we were all there, we would go up for our
meals together.

We completed our first course and I asked those
who were having a ‘pudding’ if they minded me
passing the Port while their choice of sweet was
delivered to the table, of which there was no
objection. The toast to the Queen was undertaken
and it was a sombre duty to propose the toast to
Judy Holland, who after a short illness passed away
in Hospital. As an Associate Member, Judy had
always bee so supportive of the Lunch Clubs and
rarely missed any; certainly not since I took it over
‘Acting Local’ before the loss of Ron Slater in 2012.
We comfortably undertook the toasts before the
puddings came which produced some goodhumoured banter on why I was not having one and
the truth is a regular carvery is sufficient these days
though both the apple pie and custard and ice
cream did look inviting. Despite the attempts by
Derbyshire County Council to grid lock Derbyshire
there were only minor problems with the roads, but
with the A52 Brian Clough Way long time lane
restrictions, both Nottingham Road & Derby Road
Closure during the day, and just to really cock it up
the one road through Stanley is also on a day time
road closure so no through traffic which I confess is
rather nice for those living in Stanley Village but a
bit of a bind going right the way around Stanley
Common or Kirk Hallam and, not good for the village
pub which has just reopened for business or shop!
However, members coming in from Derby did find
Derbyshire County Council had kindly authorised a
further road closure on Dale Road A6096 Spondon
to Ilkeston Road, diverting traffic around one of the
housing estates preventing a trouble-free run! I am
told it is to use up any EU grants while they can??

Just after 12 O’clock we had eight with drink in one
hand and Carvery Ticket in the other so we
proceeded to be surprised by no queue. Now this it
appeared was a total fluke as by the time I got to the
carvery to be served at the back of the DS group I
noticed the snake was on the second row and
counted 16 in the queue which is why I always
advocate for people to get there for mid-day as such
a popular venue especially now it has improved so
much with a far higher standard than a couple of
years ago. Some found the beef a bit gristly, and I
was glad I edged my bets with Beef and Norfolk
Turkey! The Yorkshire, Onion and vegetables were
lovely with at least six different vegs, and Roast and
mashed spuds were joined with Chips though I
assume that was for the Fish option? Apart from the
beef no complaints and a meal enjoyed by all.
I had set up part of the table with White Ensign, and
our Freedom of the City Decanter filled with our
favourite Cockburn’s Premium Port when the
Manager appeared to query us bringing drink onto
the premises. I explained I had asked the manager
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First Trans-Atlantic Drug Submarine
H.I. Sutton Forbes 26 Nov 2019
This may be of huge significance for counternarcotics operations. It is the first example of a
Latin-American style narco-submarine in Europe.
And it may also be the first instance of a
transatlantic narco-submarine. At dawn on24/11,
Spanish police descended on a picturesque bay just
north of Vigo, on Spain’s Atlantic coast. The socalled narco-submarine, used for smuggling
cocaine, was being abandoned by its crew. They
appear to have scuttled it to hide the evidence. Two
were arrested and a third suspect was reported to
be on the run. I have analysed over 160 reported
narco-submarine incidents since 1993 and this one
is extraordinary. Virtually all previous occurrences
have been between Colombia and Mexico, and
mostly in the Pacific. Narco-submarines typically
travel a couple of thousand miles.
But a
transatlantic voyage in such a small craft is hard to
contemplate. The craft is estimated to be 72 feet
long. This makes is approximately twice the size of
the typical drug submarines found operating
between Colombia and Mexico. Like most others it
is technically a low-profile vessel (LPV) instead of a
true submarine. This means that it runs very low in
the water to avoid detection, but cannot fully
submerge.
Initial reports suggest that the
submarine has been operating between Guyana, in
South America, and Spain. It reportedly stopped off
in Portugal en-route, which is where law
enforcement picked up its trail.

Europe.
Then in December 2015 a narcosubmarine was discovered in the jungle on Brazil’s
Atlantic coast. That made no sense unless the crew
had been preparing for a transatlantic trip. So, there
have been several precursors, but this discovery in
Spain is the most solid evidence yet of this
happening.
It’s not the first time Spanish coast around Vigo has
been at the center of narco-submarine news
however. In Aug 2006 a small steel submarine was
discovered abandoned on a beach.
It was
suspected of being intended for drug smuggling.
But it was built locally, so likely for ferrying drugs
from larger ships offshore.
That vessel was
newsworthy at the time, but ranks as a curiosity
rather than a trend. This latest discovery changes
our understanding of international drug smuggling.
Is Spanish Coast Littered with Narco Submarines?
Patricia Dolz translation El Pais 26 Nov 2020
More than a decade ago, inside sources started
telling Spanish narcotics officers about submarines
that were allegedly smuggling drugs into north west
Spain. They mark coordinates at sea and then
move the goods (and the crew) to another vessel,
usually a speedboat or fishing boat, which will
unload the shipment on land. Then they sink the
submarine and abandon it.
After authorities
intercepted the first loaded ‘narco-submarine’ ever
caught in European waters, the police have started
to think that there must be more of these sunken
vessels off the Galician coast.
According to
investigators, these ships are made for this purpose
by groups based in the jungles of Suriname &
Guyana in S. America. They are about 22 meters
long and only need two or three crew members, who
are given a quick course before undertaking the
mission of crossing almost 8,000km under Atlantic
waters, they are single-use submarines that cost
€1.5 million. Last Sunday, after information was
received from the US Drug Enforcement
Administration, members of the Spanish National
Police, the Civil Guard and the Coast Guard were
ready and waiting at a beach in in Pontevedra
province. They were expecting to witness the
transfer of the 3,000kg of cocaine from a submarine
and capture the drug smugglers. But bad weather,
a possible breakdown, or potentially even a tip-off
led the submarine crew to disembark hastily in that
area of the coast. Two crew members were
arrested, both from Ecuador, the third one is still on
the run and there is no trace of the intended
recipients of the shipment, but investigators are now
monitoring boats in the area. Police say the sub
was able to make ‘at least two trips a year.’ They
have also not ruled out that the strings of the
operation could have been pulled from inside a
Spanish prison. Sources close to the investigation
point out that ‘in prison circles’ word had spread
over a month ago that a known Galician drug lord
could be preparing a shipment of 3,000kg of
cocaine.

This is broadly consistent with expectations, with
likely drug routes between South America and Cape
Verde off the coast of Africa, then up to Spain. We
know that drugs are trafficked via this route, but by
cargo ships and yachts. Narco-submarines have
long been suspected however. In 2014 a large
narco-submarine was discovered in Guyana,
lending credence to this notion. Suspicions of
transatlantic vessels have been around since 2007
when an extraordinarily large narco-sub was
discovered in the Guajira Desert on Colombia’s
Caribbean coast. In 2010 a convicted drug
smuggler was reported to have been building a $20
million submarine in Africa. It was intended to sail
across to Latin America where it would pick up a
cargo of cocaine. It would return to the Canary
Islands, from there the drugs would be sent to
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Minister Tells Head of the Royal Navy to make
increasing Warship Availability a Priority
MNA November 2019.
(Top) HMS Monmouth out of routine and awaiting
refit. (Middle) The depressing sight of the
decommissioned nuclear submarine ‘flotilla’
awaiting disposal, comprising more boats than are
currently active. In the basin are (top) HMS
Richmond, first of the frigates to receive new
engines and (bottom) HMS St. Albans. HMS
Portland, Somerset and Iron Duke are inside the
covered refit complex to the right. (Left) alongside at
No.1 Wharf is HMS Lancaster. (Photo: Andy Amor)

the nine fuelled submarines currently stored in
Devonport’.
‘Maintaining fuelled, rather than
unfuelled, submarines also presents additional
technical uncertainties and affects dock availability.
This has contributed to space pressures in
Devonport, with the Dep at risk of not meeting its
commitment to inspect, clean and repaint stored
submarines at least every 15 years, and not having
space to prepare Torbay, which left service in 2017,
for long-term storage.
‘Until submarines are
prepared, the Dept must keep them partially
crewed, potentially affecting the Dept’s ability to
redeploy its personnel. In 2017, the Dept started a
£1.5 million project to design a storage preparation
process that could be conducted in the water, rather
than a dock.’
The report reveals that the nine of the 13
submarines stored Devonport in still contain
irradiated fuel, and the failure to address the issue
risks damaging the UK's international reputation as
a ‘responsible nuclear power’, the Government was
warned. It also notes that the MOD ‘has not
defueled any submarines since 2004 and does not
have a fully funded plan to re-start defueling’ - and
that the ‘defueling facility project has been delayed
11 years, with a £100 million (57%) increase in
costs’. ‘Delays arose from the Department deciding
in 2014 on an unplanned refuel of HMS Vanguard,
and then in 2016 deciding to pause for two years its
Devonport infrastructure upgrades. ‘This meant
defueling could not re-start and the facilities project,
which was an estimated 90% complete, was
suspended,’ says the report.

The Boats ‘Laid Up’ for disposal with the year of decommissioning are:
Submarine
Laid-Up
Fuelled/
HMS
Unfuelled
Conqueror
1990
No
Warspite
1991
No
Courageous
1992
No
Valiant
1994
No
Splendid
2004
Yes
Sovereign
2006
Yes
Spartan
2006
Yes
Superb
2008
Yes
Trafalgar
2009
Yes
Sceptre
2010
Yes
Turbulent
2012
Yes
Tireless
2014
Yes
Torbay
2017
Yes

The NAO
report
states: ‘In
Devonport,
submarines
occupy
Three
Basin,
which could
have
alternative uses. It will not have space to store
Vanguard-class submarines when they leave
service, which may be too big for Three Basin.’
Decommissioned vessels are being stored at
Devonport and Rosyth while arrangements are
made to safely dispose of them and the radioactive
waste they contain. Seven of the submarines have
been in storage longer than they were in service
with the RN with an estimated cost of disposing of a
submarine is £96 million, the NAO said. The MoD
has put its total future liability for maintaining and
disposing of the 20 stored and 10 in-service nuclearpowered boats at £7.5 billion over the next 120
years, underlining the long-term nature of nuclear
waste. No submarines have been defueled since
2004, when regulators said facilities did not meet
required standards, with the process not due to start
again until 2023.

Royal Navy now has More Retired Submarines
in Storage at Devonport than it does in Service
Max Channon Plymouth Live Mid 2019
An official Government report has slammed The
MoD for its ‘dismal’ failure to dispose of obsolete
nuclear-powered submarines, and revealed that
nine of the 13 'retired' vessels stored on the banks
of the River Tamar at Devonport still contain
radioactive fuel. The National Audit Office (NAO)
report reveals the RN now has twice as many
submarines in storage as it does in service, and
thee MoD has failed to dispose of any of the 20
boats decommissioned since 1980, and has not
defueled a single submarine since 2004. The NAO
'Investigation into submarine defueling and
dismantling' also reveals that the ‘MoD pays an
estimated £12 million a year to maintain and store
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NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK

The implications of all this are for the Reader to
determine. Errors can be forgiven, not frauds.
Those entombed in HMS URGE, at Marsa el ilal,
Libya should be left undisturbed, and not carted
away to Malta, if only on paper.
Editor: The arguments in this case have really
wound up JP and after all his hard work to give fitting
recognition to the British Submariners War Graves.
I confess my leanings are to support his sonar
findings but personally, not knowing the technical
side and claims of sonar, but the fact remains that
JP has nothing to gain by giving these Submariners
rightful recognition to their demise is offset by the
Establishment in Malta and certain people in the UK
including NOK saying it is HMS Urge, if so, for what
purpose? JP is naturally annoyed and chomping at
the bit to get the truth as he sees it, and I am not
knocking that. For the life of me I cannot understand
why a full investigation cannot be pulled in somehow
to settle the matter and remember those who fell
prey to an uncharted minefield in WWII. However,
our RN now is so ‘bare boned’ the chances are
remote of the MoD or Government answering the
question once and for all and if the worst scenario
comes about on 12 Dec we will no doubt under
Corbyn be having Remembrance Day on the 2 May
Annually
with
compulsory
attendance
to
commemorate the death of Osama Bin Laden!!

Terry, don’t know if you have seen this, but if you
click on the bit about
Santa’s submarine then I
think you will find the
pictures of the NMC.
Amusing, and I am sure it
will make members smile,
but dare you stick it in the newsletter? Direct link
below;
https://www.santassubmarine.com/?utm_source=F
riends+of+the+RN+Submarine+Museum+Email+U
pdate+List&utm_campaign=1147b68dd7EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_11_24_05_06&utm_me
dium=email&utm_term=0_d173b3c1821147b68dd7-370542033
Editor: Well everyone is entitled to their own sense
of humour and I often put
submissions in that is not to my
taste in humour but as long as
not malicious or personal that’s
fine by me. However, to view
the interesting other stuff on
the Friends of the Submarine
Museum Web Site you will need to a member. If
you are not on computer DS hard copy application
form available to DS members from Terry Hall with
minimum subscription £20 PA and perks as printed
in previous newsletters.
https://www.rnsubmusfriends.org.uk/

I may be the only person to have noticed the Davit
but I have been studying the sonar images of a good
dozen submarines during the past seven years and I
know what I can expect to see and what I should not
expect to see. HMS Urge would never have
embarked on the 840nm. journey to Alexandria with
the Davit on Deck: Elémentaire. Of course I was
helped in my refusal to accept the ‘discovery’ of Urge
by the sonar image of my own Urge, the one I located
at Marsa el Hilal in 2012. My identification of that
wreck as HMS P36 results in the Claim it is HMS
Urge being ‘Nul and Void’! Therefore, my claim that
HMS URGE is at Marsa el Hilal is unchallenged:
because the Truth is unchallengeable and so are the
archive documents retrieved at Regia Aeronautica
Rome, confirming their attack on a ‘surfaced’
submarine on the morning of 29 April 1942, at Marsa
el Hilal. In 1986 A.S. Evans, in ‘Beneath the Waves’
had perfectly understood what happened to HMS
Urge, that day. I did nothing more than put on the
table the sonar image of a U Class submarine seen
in 2012, sitting on the bottom of the bay called Marsa
el Hilal, Libya. It is possible to identify a submarine
from its sonar image alone (no visual approach, no
ROV-mounted camera after some erring, I got it right
in just a fortnight: this submarine is not Urge, but P36.
Since the Report publicly discredits my work
(implicitly meaning I have lied to the families for years
about HMS Urge being at Marsa el Hilal), I feel
entitled to circulate this message to some of my
Correspondents, in a futile attempt to repair the
damage. JP. Editor: Two opposite views which
hopefully will be proved one way or the other.

Submarine Christmas Cards. Unfortunately, only
three of the five designs were available but not
established until after they had been advertised.
Thus, the two P&O Conventional boats cards were
omitted from the packs, which it appears were most
sought after. I did forward the complaint to Friends
who not only apologised for the error, but also
offered a full refund or extra packs which I declined,
as they are after all volunteers, and serving a good
cause at our Submarine Museum.
A bit
disappointing but still a nice submarine Christmas
Card in three designs.
Latest News on HMS Urge off Malta
Jean-Pierre Misson Bruxelles 21 Nov 2019
Refs
https://www.tvm.com.mt/en/news/wwiimystery-solved-hms-urge-discovered-off-malta/
https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/lostsubmarine-wwii-found-scli-intl-gbr/index.html
The sonar images of the wreck recently found off
Malta shows a DAVIT, standing fully rigged on the
foredeck. This submarine could not have been ‘enroute’ to any place because no CO of a submarine
(of any Navy) would have gone out to sea without
having had the Davit properly stored under the
Casing. This wreck is not HMS URGE as claimed.
this submarine is HMS P36 as documented by
sonar pictures.
https://iwmvolunteerlondon.wordpress.com/2019/0
8/07/royal-navy-submarine-p36-sunk-in-april-1942and-raised-in-the-summer-of-1958/
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A Submariners Tale by Chas Cooke
Graham Cooke © 2016
ISBN: 9781904459705 Format: Paperback
Author(s): Chas Cooke - Publisher: Navy Books
First Published: 1 December 2016
This book I found immensely entertaining, and gave
me a very much of Been There,
and Got the T-Shirt feeling, and
those that know me I also have
several Dieso Boat Reunion TShirts though the old SOCA
Dolphin ones from the 90’s have
long worn out!!
The books
dedication sums it up with being
dedicated to his wife, who should
be made a Saint for putting up
with me for so long, to his three
sons, and grandson, as he hopes that this book may
explain to them why I act like such a buffoon on so
many occasions and finally to my crewmates and
friends from the submarine service who were Oppo’s,
the like of which I have never met since.

intervals. Add sparingly a small number of toilets,
four should be plenty, (Trap one for Confidential
books at sea that would not fit in the Wireless Office),
and two bathrooms. Ensure that bathrooms are not
used whilst at sea. On the bottom of the mixture
place 448 batteries, approx. 224 tons in weight and
toward the back of the mixture, carefully place two
very large 16-cylinder mechanically supercharged
diesel engines. At the front and rear of the mixture
place enough tubes to fire torpedoes, eight is ample,
six at the front and two at the back. Liberally scatter
large boxes of electrical and mechanical equipment
throughout the entire mixture and, finally, as garnish,
add 83 large men with enough equipment for ten
weeks away from home. As a final thought insert into
the final mixture approx. 22 torpedoes each carrying
half a ton of explosives and stir well. Leave to settle
and then place the entire mixture hundreds of feet
under water. Leave the mixture to fester for several
weeks in the cold and dark. ‘Bernie’, one of the
stokers run ashore in Emden, and the story of his
Prince Albert’s Ring being replaced by a Pusser’s
Padlock by his messmates had me feeling sympathy
for Bernie, even though he brought it on himself but
this part is not recommended by anyone suffering
prostate problems, but even in my post op condition
I could not but smile but with Oppo’s like his glad, I
was not a Back Afty!! (I will let you google the Prince
Albert Ring to make sense of this story but better still
read the book).

I must go down to the sea again,
Where the ocean meets the sky.
I left my nicks and socks on a rock,
I do hope the buggers are dry!
Editor: Says it all to me!!
Editor: Firstly, I would like to thank Navy Books
https://www.navybooks.com/about_us for copyright
permission to write this review for our Derbyshire
Submariners Newsletter. The book is available
from Navy Books https://www.navybooks.com/asubmariner-s-tale.html and at the time of writing at
home just before Christmas at a
sale price and if you served on
P&O in the 60-80’s it will invoke so
many memories. Secondly to
Chas for such a book, which was
read by me at a time facing, and
then recovering from serious
invasive surgery where laughing was not a good
idea, but I literally could not put it down, so it was a
marvellous read though I will have to re-read as I
was not at my brightest after the operation, but it
took my mind off things, and certainly did as good a
job as the pain killers at the start of my recovery, I
am sure!

The book is advertised and I fully endorse in the
Navy Books advertising that this book will give you
the facts, and the laughs. Many of us had
experiences in Diesel Boats which were often
stranger than fiction, especially with marvellous
skippers such as Capt. Tom Le Marchand, very
sadly no longer with us. The books promotions is:
A true voice of a submariner in the 70s and 80s, ex
POTI Chas Cooke tells the story of his life in the RN
but concentrates his tale on life in submarines
(boats). He writes with verve and relish, including
details of ‘how it was’ that some might perhaps
leave unsaid when describing their underwater
experiences. If you were there, this will remind you,
if you have only ever wondered about life in a
cramped black tube underwater this will give you the
facts – and the laughs. It goes someway to explain
of the first weekend in August’s Diesel Boat
Reunions at the Camels Head Social Club attraction
now nearing its 30th year bearing in mind the last
Diesel Boat de-commissioned in 1993 and our four
Upholder Class Diesel boats now with the Royal
Canadian Navy went the year before that when the
RN went all Nuclear like the Americans.

I will not spoil it, but will say Chas joined
Courageous from Dolphin for Part III, and later in his
career on completion of POWEM(Ord) SM was
drafted to Onslaught. To quote part of Chapter 23:
Now I feel that I need to explain a few things about
diesel boats. They were definitely not built with
comfort of the crew in mind. If it were a recipe it
would read something like this: Take three
carriages of an underground train. Weld together
and remove all windows. Now add miles of
pipework containing air, seawater, freshwater and
hydraulic oil, all at high pressure and stir in a
generous amount of electrical wiring. Add round
doors approximately four feet across at regular

Image & Web Pages © Godfrey Dykes

http://www.godfreydykes.info/The%20RN%27s%
20Last%20Diesel-Electric%20Submarines.htm
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Minutes for Meeting 12:30hrs Friday 6 Dec
2019 Jubilee Club, Chaddesden
Toast to H.M. & special Remb for Judy Holland &
advice of Funeral 20/12. It was nice to have Seven
DS Members in attendance. Minutes of the last
Meeting 6 Dec 2019 Dist to all members, Prop &
accepted, several items carried forward in this
agenda. Secretary's Report Sec gave health sitrep
and impact on DS Operations. Admission to Hosp
Mon 9 Dec Tests and Surgical Op Tue with expected
end of week post op discharge from hospital, thence
recovery period of 3-6 months but main concern not
allowed to drive until cleared to do so by doctor, so
mobility will be a problem. Will advise on progress.
Treasurer's Report Subscriptions slow! 12 out of 30
of us paid including 6 out of 11 SA Members! Must
be in 21/12! Post Meeting Three Members paid at
the meeting thus approx. half of 30 members now
paid but the lack of communications from members
is a worrying aspect for Sec/Treasurer.

Tom Smith Memorial Trophy. Trophy recovered
following death of Judy Holland Sec: to coordinate
transfer to Charles Blakey before AGM in April but
advised of difficult communications with Charles. DS
Trafalgar Dinner Extensive discussions of options
and sitrep on replies. All DS members had been
contacted in writing as well as email and all this
information advised to members with two firm
proposals of join in the RNC Dinner and The Edale
Room at the Hallmark Hotel. It was also said to me
to organise as I see fit, but I am uncomfortable with
this as before the loss of Ken Holtham as President,
and with no Proposals from Members at the last two
AGM's to replace him, I have as DS Vice President,
a position held since I stepped down as Chairman
2007/8, taken on the task and duties of arbitration
as the President of DS, such as the voting of the
Submariner Winner and other ceremonial tasks
such as hosting the Mayor or prime guests. I feel
the prime decision given the split in decisions on
2020 Traf needs to be open and fair by those who
attend the function not only to ensure that is what
members will support, and what is financially
prudent to achieve and be able to action with the
support of the majority of members. I am willing
to continue for this year at least health permitting but
feel it would be a shame to not commemorate the
DS 40th Anniversary of DS fittingly as well as
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the stopping
of the Tot on 31/7/2020. Post Meeting Executive
Chair majority vote is Hallmark, go for it.
Diary. Totally updated in Dec latest newsletter
including 2020. Remembrance Day Cdr Dan
Simmons DS Member and CO Vengeance
volunteered to lay the DS Wreath on Remembrance
Sunday and CO of Ambush & Crew attended. Terry
reported that Rem on Market Place in Derby went
well with the RN well represented. After the Service
the CO of Ambush and our Chair Colin Wood with his
wife Isobel and myself socialised in the Standing
Order Wetherspoons and gained a new member thus
welcome to DS of Andrew Wood who lives in Belper
and attended one of our Traf Dinners and couple of
years ago. Armistice Day Monday 11/11 Weather
atrocious until just before Services but cleared for
Services and this reflected on the attendance at Notts
Road and our Coffee Morning at the Jubilee Club.
Full reports in December Newsletter & reiterate BZ to
ladies at Jubilee and thanks to club. A.O.B. TLH
proposed Nov start time change to 12:30 instead of
Noon. Meeting agreed to continue this trial until April
AGM. There being no further business the meeting
was closed at 13:10hr It was commented on by the
sec that this was the same time as last month even
having started half hour later but it was also noticed
the after meeting informal discussions also went on
three times longer after the meeting and most
enjoyable it was too! The Next Planned Meeting will
be the Friday 7 Feb 2020 at the Jubilee Club at
12:30 pm. Remember: No Meeting in January. But
the February 2020 meeting will start at 12:30 not
Noon as in the past.

Derbyshire Submariners Complimentary Pens
the first tranche was issued to the seven members
present and will continue for those members who
attend the Christmas Lunch. Unfortunately, to post
them out would be difficult as they will automatically
be charged at the Large Letter Rate which is nearly
a £1 each and they would need protecting in some
form of jiffy bag. I did go into Derby to collect them
so we had them for Christmas and I hope you like the
agreed design? I will continue to distribute and hope
by the AGM or Freedom of the City of Derby to HM
Submarine Service evening meal most people will
have one. There will be a limited number of 30 pens
for sale at £2 per Pen on a first paid (ordered), but
order what you require and we will if justified do a reorder on them. The report concluded with the
financial figures of the DS and advice that the
forthcoming Christmas Lunch was all paid for and
organised with paperwork with Chair and Vice for on
the day as normal.
SA Correspondence In newsletter or sent out by
email & Tony Greaves asked that ALL SA Members
be aware that as agreed any member Not paying his
SA Subs By 21 December would miss the ONE
Cheque Posting to renew SA Membership.
Luncheon Club No lunch club Dec only Xmas
Lunch run by Colin & Kevin & Park. Terry Hall in
Hospital for Operation but paper work complete to
Park. It was suggested Jan LC be cancelled but TLH
said await health sitrep but sadly no volunteers to
take over the running of the Lunch Club. Sea Cadet
Report Still No communication, though confirmed
Royal Marine Unit now shut. D&DExSvc AGM 20
Jan, No Volunteers in case Sec incapable to attend?
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Email Peter Johnson. Hope you’ve had the
operation and that you’re beginning to feel better.
The Christmas dinner went off well thanks to you, and
it was a shame you weren’t able to be
there after all your effort in arranging it.
When everybody had been served with
their sweet, there was one Apple Pie
and custard to spare. We assured the
waitress it was yours! I’m sure all of us
send their best wishes. Get well soon, Peter
Editor: Not mine, mine was a Sundae but cancelled!

DS CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2020
The Toby Park Carvery, Chaddesden
Weds 11 December 2019
Colin Watson DS Chairman
Christmas Lunch Park Carvery
Isobel & myself arrived for
Christmas Lunch around 11:30
to find Kevin & Brenda already
there and all organised with
Terry’s instructions in hand.
Everybody else then started to
arrive with Max & Sue bringing
up the rear. Once all had arrived and seated at the
two tables of ten, we got them all down to the
carvery to collect their meals as we had heard they
were expecting around 200 in the afternoon. As
always very good selection of meats, veg etc, all
went down with everyone, or so I could gather as no
complaints. Now time for the puddings which had
one change from original of Apple pie, which had
been changed to Apple & Rhubarb crumble to give
it a Christmas twist! However, everyone who was
having Apple Pie & custard or ice cream was
consulted all were happy with change.

Email Tony Grieves Terry, I hope by the time you get
to read this you are on the road to recovery and doing
as matron [Ann] tells you? Just thought
I would update you on how Xmas lunch
went whilst you were sick on shore and
leaving two After-Endy ratings in charge,
who let be honest, would struggle to
read and write, and I am led to believe
there were no pictures for them to follow!
[1] They did not have a clip board and when I asked,
they said they had not been given one. I presume
they were not allowed to use your special one?
[2] They were not in possession off any phone
numbers in case a member was late.
[3] There was no health and safety brief given, this did
concern me so I sat near the door in case we had to
evacuate quickly and someone had to take charge off
getting people out, as they would not know where to go.
Some people even had to ask were the toilets were.
[4] No flags/place mats on the tables, I can see your
point on this though, as the two Back Afties in charge
would have had to get them all back, and that would
have involved counting!
[5] We did have the same lovely waitress, but she
did struggle, as neither off the Back Afties were there
to guide her as to who had what pudding from your
list you had left for them; Reading again you see.
[6] Finally it was noted there was no rum, not that I
was bothered as I was driving, so were some other
people. However, that might have involved counting
the glasses again on return to the boxes on return,
OR was it just the fact you thought if I cannot have
any, then they are not going to either? As you might
have realised this is sent tongue in cheek, I hope it
makes you smile which it is intended to do LOL. I
hope to catch up with you soon and I hope you have
a nice Xmas and a better New Year P.S. If you want
to put this in the Newsletter as feedback from Xmas
Lunch please do.
Editor: The event was to be cancelled, but Colin &
Kevin stepped up to the plate, so even if in jest, I feel
unjust criticism & the numbers rose from 9 to 20! All
those attending WERE advised in writing in their place
setting envelope I prepared that DS was sponsoring
the mince pie with coffee, so we will not comment on
Back Afties not being able to read or write! The bottom
line was No DS Member had volunteered to replace
me except Colin & Kevin so BZ to them and again no
one volunteered to do Port or Rum Bosun for the
benefit of all, & I especially thank our Chair who was
on a week of 12-hour night shifts!!

Once finished it was put to
me if we were going to say a
few words for the loss of
Judy, & wish Terry a speedy
recovery after his operation in
hospital? With not having
anything prepared I think I
winged it very well, plus we
observed one minutes silence to remember Judy
(she will be Remembered).
Pictures shows Judy after Ride
Past of Lord Lt of Derbyshire at
Stanley W5795 Svc 2015, and it
was planned she repeated for
her 100th Year in 2020, very
sadly not to be. Judy was a Sgt
in WWII
posted to
serve in
Derby where she met her
husband & never left! She
was very active in crafts &
always supported DS events
as with this HMS Victory.
Everybody then started to leave & I realised we had
not had coffee & mince pies, so I chased it up with
our waitress (sorry forgotten her name our usual
one) she spoke with Manager who said to put them
in doggy bags to take away with us. These were
shared out among whoever was still present, sorry
if you left early, but they were really nice
.
Again, great meal & excellent service as usual, the
only complaint was from waitress with no Port or
Rum, she will be having words with Terry for that.
All who were left put in some money for a tip for the
staff with them looking after us so well again. Colin
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SA NEWS

increased chance of it failing to be accepted at the
NCC in March and so barring re-presenting it for a
further three years I believe we need to have the
document completed for the following year i.e. 2021
NCC.

SA Chair & DRASM Letter re Charity Status
Gents, the recent letter sent by RASM informing us
of the establishing of the Submarine Benevolent
Fund came as a surprise to all of us, myself included.
I know that it has resulted in some confusion and
concerns so I have taken the liberty of writing the
attached note in the hope that I can put your mind to
rest. This is my own interpretation and I know that
DRASSM Jim Perks will be sending some form of
note to all regarding the state of the hierarchy of the
Submarine Service when the dust settles. Clearly
the Executive Committee now has a lot more thinking
to do to formulate another process where we can
formally propose a way to bring about greater
collaboration and unity between the Serving
Submariners and the Veterans Community. This will
not now be done in time for the 31 Dec deadline for
such matters. However, make no mistake, the vision
remains as before and will be pursued. I sincerely
hope this attachment is helpful. I would like this email and attachment sent to all branches for the
widest distribution. Regards JMcM
Jim McMaster National Chairman

‘So why was the Fund established so prematurely?’
you may ask. I am no financial expert, but I
understand that if RASM had delayed any further
then the RASM Fund would have been very
aggressively viewed and attacked by Naval Service
Fund Rules and as a result would have been heavily
penalised. Rather than let this happen and have his
money seriously reduced RASM after long and
serious discussions with the CEO of RNRMC did
what they believed was in the best interests of all
and established The Submarine Benevolent Fund.
So, although the SA will not now seek charitable
status there is now in place a charity which is
exclusively dedicated to the needs of submariners
serving and non-serving, including their families.
RASM is in the process of starting this Fund with
circa £10K from the RASM Fund. I have seen the
paperwork instructing this transfer of money to take
place!! This is OUR charity dedicated to US and we
will be given every assistance from RNRMC
experienced personnel to ensure its success. We
in the SA are not obliged to do anything. Be assured
that no money from our National Funds has been
transferred or requested. I put it to you that it would
be unthinkable not to embrace our new charity and
support and promote it in any way that we can, but
that is our choice to make and something for
discussion at the appropriate time.

An Explanation of the Situation at Present.
By now you will all have received a copy or had
access to the letter dated 6 Nov sent by RASM (See
Dec Trade Journal TJ242 Pages 19/20) where he
gave us details of the formation of the new
Submarine Benevolent Fund (RNRMC-SM). If you
have not had access to this letter, I suggest you
contact your branch secretary as he was sent a copy
on 11 Nov and the content affects you. This letter
seems to have caused considerable confusion and I
would like to take this opportunity to try and briefly
explain the present situation and hopefully ease any
concerns you may have as a result of the sudden
change of direction. It is not my intention to re-write
the letter, I just want to try and shed some light on
the consequences and reason for the letter which
may not have been obvious from the way it is written.
The first important thing to understand is that the
Submarine Benevolent Fund (RNRMC-SM) has
been established. It exists and because of that, the
Submariners Assn will not now achieve charitable
status in the foreseeable future. This also means
that the details contained within the Key points
Document outlining our mission to achieve greater
integration and unity between serving and veteran
submariners must now be modified because it was
written with the belief that the SA would be granted
charitable status. This does not mean that we
abandon that vision of a greater integration and indepth working relationship with our uniformed
brethren. The formation of the RNRMC-SM was
unexpected and ‘very late in the day’ which means
that we do not realistically have sufficient time to rewrite the Key points Document with the required
detail of suggested ways in which to bring about this
new style collaboration. So rather than rush through
a half-thought out paper by 31 Dec with the…

In the meantime, we as an Assn can carry on as we
are at present until such times as an acceptable
proposal for a way forward is put to the membership
for debate and discussion, probably at the NCC
2021. No one is being forced down a road they do
not wish to travel. So, I would request that everyone
reading this pauses for two marching paces and
gives serious thought to this new development and
how it can work for all of us as it grows and
develops. Once again, I would emphasise that this
is my personal interpretation of the situation and I
base this on talks I have held with the out-going
RASM. I hope this helps to clear up any issues or
misunderstandings you may have.
A further statement will follow from the new Head of
the Fighting Arm when his situation is properly
established, and more discussions held. There is a
great deal of reorganising taking place at the top
level of the Submarine hierarchy. At the moment
Commodore Jim Perks DRASM is carrying out the
duties of RASM and I know that he is very well
aware of the impact the letter has had. I hope this
is helpful. Jim McMaster, National Chairman
Anyone Who Believes
That men are the equal of women has never
seen a man trying to wrap a present!
(Appropriate for this time of year I thought!)
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DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS MONTHLY LUNCHEON CLUB
The Jan Luncheon Club will stick to the traditional programme, and I believe you will all know the directions and
regular buses on the Derby-Ilkeston routes. It is ideally situated on the market square with a reasonable priced
Car Park alongside with the first hour free and completely free parking just a short walk away.

THE SIR JOHN WARREN (SJW) PH, Market Place, Ilkeston DE7 5QB

Wednesday 29th January 2020 12:00 for 12:30
The Adm Sir John Warren is
situated on Ilkeston Market
Place (One of 12 pubs in the
vicinity!) The Buses pull up
outside the Council Hse to the
left of the pub and ample
parking on the right
Please ensure you ring (or email) me about a week/fortnight before to save me from having to ring everyone
Main Deal Two Meals For £11 *

Seniors 2 Course £5.50 Main&Sweet
or Three Course £6.50**

Mac ‘n’ Cheese
Lasagne Side Salad Garlic Bread
Ham, 2 Eggs & Chips
Chickprs, spinach & sweet Pot Curryj
Gammon 2x4oz, 2 Eggs, peas & Tomo
All Day Breakfast
Steak & Ale Pie / mashed or chips
Mushroom & Ale Pie Chips or Mash

£7.00
£7.00
£7.00
£7.00
£8.00
£7.00
£8.00
£7.50

Chicken & Fish Menu
Chicken & Bacon Salad
Hunters Chicken chips & peas
Chicken Tikka Massala rice Pop
Scampi&Chips Mushy/Proper Peas?
Fish & Chips Mushy or Proper Peas?

£7.00
£8.00
£8.00
£8.00
£8.00

Mains
Chicken Strips & Chips & dressed salad
Fish Fillet, Chips, Peas or mushy
Mac ‘n’ Cheese (Macaroni) dress salad
All Day Breakfast
Ham & Egg & chips
Sweets
Bramley Apple Pie & Custard
Choc Fudge Cake Choc or Vanila Ice Cream
Vanilla or choc Ice Cream with Choc Sauce
**Note Garlic Mushrm instead of Sweet with
Main Course that can be arranged
Sweets & Puddings
All your favourites, order yourself after meal

Grills
8oz Rump Steak, chips, Onion rings
10oz Ribeye, BBQ Sauce topped burned
8oz Smothered Rumb
Mixed Grill Rump,gammon,2Chick etc
Turf Surf Cluck 4oz rump, scampi chick
Steak Toppers/2 Eggs/Garlic Mushrms
Scampi, Hunters Topper
Chicken & Bacon Salad & streaky bacon
4oz Rump Steak with Dressed Salad
8oz Rump Steak Salad Dressed Salad

£7.00
£12.00
£10.00
£12:00
£9.00
£1.00
£1.00
£7.00
£7.00
£8.00

Jacket Potato
Cheese
Cheese & Bake Beans
Chicken & Roast Chicken Mayo

£5.00
£5.00
£5.00

* Note One. Main Deals. The Highlighted Choices are available at TWO MEALS for £11 but you must order two of the choices to obtain this price
We do match up for single orders at £5.50 per meal based on the first orders received pair up so late orders could incur the extra cost per meal
** Note Two. Seniors Two Course The Soup has been omitted as a choice as Everyone will have to wait until that course is finished / As in the past!!

For those online view the menus on: www.gkmeetandeat.co.uk/locations/sir-john-warren-ilkeston
(Cut and paste into your computer browser to view menu)
Many of these menu meals are limited choices due to the price e.g. Two courses for £5.50. Remember details such steak e.g.
Med, Rare AND type of peas. If you have room for a pudding afterwards please order and pay individually except Seniors Three
Courses which needs to be pre-ordered if you want three courses of Starter, Main and Pudding.

PROPOSED 2020 DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS SOCIAL LUNCH CLUB PROGRAMME
(Subject to Change throughout the year but will be advertised in each monthly newsletter)
2020

DAY/DATE

VENUE

January

Wed 29

Sir John Warren, Ilkeston

February

Wed 26

Kings Corner PH Oakwood

March

Wed 25

The Blue Jay, Alvaston

April

Wed 24 7pm

The Park Carvery, Chaddesden

May

Wed 27

The Paddock, Meteor X Derby

June

Wed 24

Newdigate Arms, West Hallam

July

Wed 29

The New Inn, Little Eaton

August

Wed 26

TBA

September

Wed 30

Oak & Acorn, Oakwood

October

Welcome to 2020

Freedom of City Celebration PM

AFD Celebration
Discussion School Hols & Low No’s

Trafalgar Dinner

TBC Trafalgar Dinner

November

Wed 25

Bartlewood Lodge, Ockbrook

December

Wed 09

To Be Decided by Members
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Let the Sec know your ideas Please?

DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS DIARY

2020

03 Jul
04 Jul

04 Jul
05 Jul

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:00
78th Anny W5795 Bomber Memorial Stanley Village
11am Churchyard. Battle of Britain Flypast Applied For.
PM Stanley Village Gala with WWII Military Theme
Buxton Military Tattoo, Devonshire Dome 2-7pm
Crich Stand Memorial Svc & Parade

29 Jul

Luncheon Club The New Inn, Little Eaton

DS Luncheon Club Sir John Warren, Ilkeston

31/7-3/7

Dieso Boats Reunion. DBR Sat 1/8 Plymouth

07 Feb

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:00

07 Aug
07 Aug
14 Aug
26 Aug

DS Meeting. No DS Meeting in August
Coffee Morning TS Kenya 10-12 Derby Council Hse
VJ Day no events advised at this time
Luncheon Club TBA

21 Feb
26 Feb

Notts Vets Assn 10:30 NCC W.Bridgeford
DS Luncheon Club Kings Corner Oakwood
03 Sept
04 Sept
04 Sept
11 Sept
12 Sept
16 Sept
25 Sep
26 Sep

Merchant Navy Day. 10:30 for 11am Dy Market Pl
DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:00
Coffee Morning RBL Oakwood 10-12 Dy Council Hse
Coffee Morning WFR 10-12 Derby Council Hse
80th Anniversary Battle of Britain Derby Cathedral
D&D Ex Svc Meeting Council House 10:30am
Coffee Morning RNA 10-12 Derby Council Hse
Luncheon Club The Oak & Acorn Oakwood
RAFA Band Concert Trent College LE TBC

02 Oct

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:00

23 Oct
23Oct
25 Oct

RNC Trafalgar Parade 11:40 Cathedral Green
DS Trafalgar Night Dinner Edale Rm, Hallmark Hotel
Retard Clocks 1 Hr at 02:00am

TBC
TBC
04 Nov
08 Nov
11 Nov

25 Nov

DS Meeting Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:00
Submariners Embankment Parade, London
Chaddesden Children’s Svc, Chadd Park 09:30am
Remembrance Sunday Svc’s Various Locations
DS Armistice Day 11/11 Submariners Services
10am Meet Main Entrance to convoy to 1st Grave
ERA John Brooks C16 & Sig Charles Buttle C25
Armistice Day – Nottm Road Soldiers Corner
11 am Derby & District Service
DS Armistice Day Coffee Morning Jubilee Club
O/C Soldiers Corner Service approx 11:20hrs
Lunch Club Bartlewood Lodge, Ockbrook

04 Dec
05 Dec
09 Dec

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:00
Army Cadet Band Xmas Concert, Trent Collage TBC
Christmas Lunch Weds Noon Ventue TBC

03 Jan

DS Meeting. No Formal January Meeting Held
Members welcome to attend an informal pint & chat

11 Jan

HMS Truculent Memorial Svc, Chatham 10:30am

20 Jan

D&DExSvc AGM Council House, Derby

29 Jan

06 Mar

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:00

09 Mar

Commonwealth Day Flag Raising PHilton Gdn
Ton Class Spring Meeting, Portsmouth
Coffee Morning RMA 10-12 Derby Council Hse
SA AGM/Reunion Holiday Inn, Leic Before 14/2
Luncheon Club The Blue Jay, Alvaston
Advance Clocks 1 Hr at 02:00am

13-16 Mar

13 Mar
27-29 Mar

25 Mar
29 Mar

TBC
06 Apr
TBA Apr
10-13 Apr
23 Apr
26 Apr
27 Apr
TBC
TBC

01 May
08 May
27 May

18 Sept

DS AGM Wednesday Jubilee Club 19:00hrs
Badajoz Day, (Hoisting Red Tunic) Derby 1045
3rd Dieso Leic Reunion Wetherspoons&Club
Good Friday BH & Easter Monday
11am Mayor lays St Georges Day Red Rose Wreath
Annual St George’s Day Scouts Parade & Cathedl
D&D Ex Svc Meeting Council House 10:30am
Luncheon Club FoC The Park, Toby Carvery 7pm
Freedom of City evening Meal
LCpl Parker VC RMLI Parade & Lunch Stapleford

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:00
VE Day Derby Victory Day Parade Market Place
Luncheon Club The Paddock in Derby

11 Nov
11 Nov

05 Jun
22 Jun
24 Jun
26 Jun
26 Jun
27 Jun

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:00
Armed Forces Day Flag Raising Derby TBC
Luncheon Club Newdigate Arm, West Hallam
Coffee Morning D&D 10-12 The Spot Derby
D&D AFD Week Lunch The Masonic Hall Littlover
Saturday Armed Forces Day AFD Derby Market Pl
AFD Event Derby Market Pl 10-4:30pm

27 Jun

Armed Forces Day, TBA

TBC
To be Confirmed TBA to be Advised
Dates will be confirmed as more events are advised
hopefully at the D&D AGM in January 2020. Let the
Secretary know of any errors or omission’s please?
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