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On 11 March the following message was sent out to all
DS Members.
DS Coronavirus Impact and
Preventative Action being taken March-June 2020.
Recent news has resulted in the prudent action by the
DS Executive (President Elect, Chairman, Vice Chair &
Sec-Treasurer) that We Are taking a minimum of 3
Month Suspension of our Monthly and
Social Events Calendar with immediate
effect including postponing the April AGM.
The AGM Proxy votes submitted will
remain valid as will proposals and other
paperwork. Do not forget to FILL IN your Tom Smith
Memorial Prize voting papers for the Trafalgar Dinner
later on in the year & post in or keep safe!
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1. 25 March Luncheon Club Blue Jay Cancelled
2. 08 April AGM Jubilee Club 7-8pm Originally to
go ahead as Low Risk but with PM Announcement
It was decided 16 March to Postpone the AGM
until later in the year.
3. 24 April FoC Dinner The Park
Cancelled
A Full refund will be arranged for those that paid.
4. 1 May DS Meeting
Cancelled
5. 27 May Lunch Club The Paddock Cancelled
6. 05 Jun DS Meeting
Cancelled
Re-Assessment of Meetings & Social Functions
To be Considered early June Before AFD Events
It is hoped as the warmer weather kicks in the present
Coronavirus problem will be under control and we can
re-assess resuming our Social Programme especially
those that are in busy Public Spaces. We are already
suffering with some Members in self isolation or in the
confirmed case zone of CV, and over 90% of our
members are in the Highest Risk group with age, and
as the adverts put it - 'Have Serious Underlying Health
Issues'.
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01 Apr
16 Apr

Jim Hunt
Julian Redfern

02 May
06 Mar

Clifford Williamson
Alan Dixon

I will ensure none-email Members are kept in the
loop but all Email connected Members will be
advised on updates and the monthly newsletter will
advise of any change of circumstances which allow
us to resume normal DS Services.

A POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

'There's a way of transferring funds that is
Even Faster than Electronic Banking.’
It's Called Marriage.'
Sam Kinison MNA Newsletter

Terry Hall
The Trade Journal Newsletter Editor
Hon. Sec/Treasurer, Derbyshire Submariners’
Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk
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WELFARE MATTERS

What is Prostate Cancer Prostate cancer is the
growth of tumours in the prostate gland. Only men
have a prostate, which is a walnut-sized gland
between the rectum and the penis which creates a
fluid to be mixed with sperm to create semen. How
many people does it kill? More than 11,800 men a
year, or one every 45 minutes, are now killed by
prostate cancer in Britain, compared with about
11,400 women dying of breast cancer. It means
prostate cancer is behind only lung and bowel in
terms of how many people it kills in Britain. In the
US, the disease kills 26,000 each year.

Jimmy Tarbuck Revealed he has Prostate Cancer
By Henry Martin For Mailonline 19 Feb 2020
Earlier this month he revealed he was being tested
for prostate cancer just before his 80th birthday after
showing some symptoms. Tarbuck credited Rod
Stewart with giving him the courage to get tested,
and said that singing legend and his long-time friend
Tom Jones had helped him and advised him in the
last few months, urging him to speak to a doctor
when he told him about his symptoms. The
comedian appeared on Good Morning Britain today
where he said: 'Yes, I have prostate cancer. I'm
going to try and beat it. 'All men out there watching,
and all wives, get your husbands to go for the tests,
I think after 50, you will be relieved and be with your
families for extra years. Men are Shy.' Asked how
he was feeling, he said: 'I feel great. I'm on the telly
and I'm having a good time. 'What do I do? Do I
say, ‘no I haven't got it?’ Own up.'

How quickly does it develop? Prostate cancer
usually develops slowly, so there may be no signs
someone has it for many years, according to the
NHS. If the cancer is at an early stage and not
causing symptoms, a policy of 'watchful waiting' or
'active surveillance' may be adopted.
Some
patients can be cured if the disease is treated in the
early stages. But if it diagnosed at a later stage,
when it has spread, then it becomes terminal and
treatment revolves around relieving symptoms.
Thousands of men are put off seeking a
diagnosis because of the known side effects
from treatment, including erectile dysfunction.

He went on: 'Tom Jones has been my mentor, he
told me what was going to happen, all the tests. 'He
said I've had this done and he told me ‘you'll get
bloods shown’ Boys go. 'It is embarrassing. The
fella said to me, ‘We're going to give you the thumbs
up’. 'I said, ‘I hope not’. He roared laughing.' He
went on: 'I'm having injections and taking tablets
and then I take a yearly cycle.' Tarbuck had
revealed earlier this month that knowing Rod
Stewart previously battled prostate cancer had
helped him to face the possibility of being
diagnosed. He said: 'The thought of having prostate
cancer is scary but I am determined to face it head
on and that’s because of learning that Rod Stewart
has gone through it too.' Tarbuck and Jones have
been close friends for decades, previously enjoying
boozy meals at Chelsea restaurant La Famiglia..
The pair have had more refined meetings in recent
years as they have both given up alcohol, however
Tarbuck had joked he might indulge for his birthday.

Tests and Treatment There is no national prostate
screening programme as for years the tests have
been too inaccurate. Doctors struggle to distinguish
between aggressive and less serious tumours,
making it hard to decide on treatment. Men over 50
are eligible for a ‘PSA’ blood test which gives
doctors a rough idea of whether a patient is at risk.
But it is unreliable. Patients who get a positive result
are usually given a biopsy which is also not fool
proof. Scientists are unsure as to what causes
prostate cancer, but age, obesity and a lack of
exercise are known risks.
Anyone with any
concerns can speak to Prostate Cancer UK's
specialist nurses on 0800 074 8383 or visit
https://prostatecanceruk.org/prostate-information
It’s Not All Bad News
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/prostateenlargement/treatment/
The symptom’s for prostate problems are still serious
even without the complication of a cancer being
involved, but the bottom line is you cannot afford to
ignore the symptoms, and you must visit your GP.
Yes, it can be embarrassing, and the treatment a little
unpleasant, but like any medical problem it does not
go away by ignoring it. The sooner you see your GP
the better; as explained in the article in the Daily Mail.
To ignore the symptom’s will only land you with one
result of joining one of the 11,800 men a year who
die of prostate cancer which is more than women
who die of breast cancer. Prostate Cancer patients,
rightly, take precedence over enlarged prostate
cases and even more important to act now if you
have the symptoms of regular visits to the toilet and I
am not talking about at Submarine reunions when
the amount of beer consumed is the plain cause!!

It comes after he saw Rod Stewart publicly speak
about his battle with cancer and was experiencing
symptoms at the time himself, including blood in his
urine and the need to frequently urinate. The
comedian added that listening to Rod Stewart, who
was given the all clear in September, confirm he had
beaten the disease gave him hope. Stewart, 74,
was diagnosed in 2016 but said the disease was
caught in the early stages during a routine checkup. He revealed his plight during a fundraising
evening with former Faces bandmates Kenney
Jones and Ronnie Wood. He said: 'Two years ago
I was -diagnosed with prostate cancer. No one
knows this, but I thought this was about time I told
everybody. I'm in the clear, now, simply because I
caught it early. Prostate cancer is the growth of
tumours in the prostate gland. Only men have a
prostate, which is a walnut-sized gland between the
rectum and the penis which creates a fluid to be
mixed with sperm to create semen.
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‘Change Sides.’ The Germans have increased their
alert state from ‘Disdainful Arrogance’ to ‘Dress in
Uniform and Sing Marching Songs.’ They also have
two higher levels: ‘Invade a Neighbour’ and ‘Lose.’
Belgians, on the other hand, are all on holiday as
usual; the only threat they are worried about is NATO
pulling out of Brussels. The Spanish are all excited to
see their new submarines ready to deploy. These
beautifully designed submarines have glass bottoms
so the new Spanish navy can get a really good look at
the old Spanish navy. Australia, meanwhile, has
raised its alert level from ‘No worries’ to ‘She'll be
alright, Mate.’ Two more escalation levels remain:
‘Crikey! I think we'll need to cancel the barbie this
weekend!’ and ‘The barbie is cancelled.’ So far, no
situation has ever warranted use of the final escalation
level. The Americans have stopped anybody they do
not like from entering the country, especially if wearing
a sombrero or with a sun tan that is not orange. They
are instructed to keep waving the Stars and Stripes
energetically as a deterrent to the virus. The Russians
and the Chinese have said ‘It’s not Us’

UNPOLITICALLY CORRECT PAGES

Warning. For one who falls definitely in the very
Dark Red Zone of Coronavirus though a year
below 70 I feel to laugh at the good old salt
humour coming out will carry us through like the
Bootie who had lost his right arm in Afghanistan
who on a phone call home told his wife he had
packed up smoking without telling her about his
direct injury reason. So if you definitely do not
have a ex Service Sense of Humour I suggest you
flip to page four.
Talking of Shortages. Now let’s see, regarding
bread, WE all remember the days on submarines
when you cut the green bits off, and continued
eating, then cut a little deeper
before declaring that the mould
had won, and then the chef would
bake.
Can you imagine the
population doing that now? We
are doing what my mother and millions of other
mothers/wives did just after the war (cos I can’t
remember during the war, being born in 1942)
and that is not waste a morsel, so with a bit of
planning and only eating what is necessary the
stocks can go a bit further. Trouble is we, as a
society, are used to just binning the odd crust/loaf
etc ‘because we can buy more’. There wasn’t any
more on board a ship/submarine so planning was
crucial. I am thinking of reverting to ‘tot time’ just
to make it realistic (joking). I notice that British
humour is beginning to surface again and bugger
the PC brigade. Some very funny dits now going
about. A bloke on a tractor drove past me and
shouted ‘The end of the world is nigh’ I think it was
Farmer Geddon, boom boom! John S
UK Virus ALERT The English are feeling the pinch
in relation to recent Coronavirus threat and have
therefore raised their threat level from ‘Miffed’ to
‘Peeved.’ Soon, though, level may be raised yet again
to ‘Irritated’ or even ‘A Bit Cross.’ The English have
not been ‘A Bit Cross’ since the blitz in 1940 when tea
supplies nearly ran out. The virus has been recategorised from ‘Tiresome’ to ‘A Bloody Nuisance.’
The last time the British issued a ‘Bloody Nuisance’
warning level was in 1588, when threatened by the
Spanish Armada. The Scots have raised their threat
level from ‘Pissed Off’ to ‘Let's Get the Bastard.’ They
don't have any other levels. This is the reason they
have been used on the front line of the British army for
the last 300 years.

A True Terrible Story. One of our DS Members
who I have known for nearly 30 years is a Regular
at a well-known Public House in Oakwood. He, still
manages as a regular, but on turning up on Monday
16 March it was a very ‘dark Day’ as he was refused
a Pint. The reason was the Sovereign Currency of
the United Kingdom is no longer acceptable in
certain establishments because of Coronavirus.
The point is not everyone has a ‘magic card’ to pay
for everything as a certain young lady once told her
Grandad at the New Inn in Little Eaton when asked
for a very expensive sweet from her grandparents.
We have members who even in their 80’s do not
have credit or debit cards, drawing cash each week
for their living and bills. However, in this case his so
called mates all rallied around and brought him a
pint to ensure he did not suffer withdrawal
symptoms and I now believe he is isolated like the
rest of us, and many have said the business will go
bust without his patronage!!

The French government announced yesterday that it
has raised its alert level from ‘Run’ to ‘Hide.’ The only
two higher levels in France are ‘Collaborate’ and
‘Surrender.’ The rise was precipitated by a recent fire
that destroyed France's white flag factory, effectively
paralysing the country's military capability. Italy has
increased the alert level from ‘Shout Loudly and
Excitedly’ to ‘Elaborate Military Posturing.’ Two more
levels remain: ‘Ineffective Combat Operations’ and
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The Joys of Aging A Group of ex Matelot’s, all
turning 40, discussed where they should meet for
reunion, and they finally, agreed that they would
meet at Wetherspoon’s Thomas Lieper on
Irongate, Derby because the waitresses had big
breasts and wore mini-skirts. Ten years later, at
age 50, the friends once again discussed where
they should meet for lunch. Finally, it was agreed
that they would meet at Wetherspoon’s Thomas
Lieper on Irongate in Derby because the
waitresses were attractive. The food and service
was good, and the beer selection was excellent
with the Standing Order next door which is
another Wetherspoons with a good choice of
ales. Ten years later, at age 60, the friends again
discussed where they should meet for lunch.
Finally, it was agreed that they would meet at the
Thomas Leiper Wetherspoon’s in Derby, because
they
could
dine in peace
and quiet with
no
loud
music, and it
was
good
value
for
money. Ten
years later, at age 70, the friends discussed
where they should meet for lunch. Finally, it was
agreed that they would meet at the Thomas
Lieper on Irongate in Derby because the
Wetherspoons was the only one of three in Derby
with the toilet downstairs, and good choice of
drinks at a reasonable price. Ten years later, at
age 80, the friends discussed where they should
meet for lunch. Finally, it was agreed that they
would meet at the Thomas Lieper Wetherspoon’s
in Irongate because someone remembered ‘The
toilet was downstairs, and besides They had
never been there before!

Paul Maher of Liverpool To: Derby.Submariners
Hi Terry, here’s a joke from Liverpool for the next
issue of The Trade Journal's unpolitically correct
pages: A couple were leaving the Derby Divorce
Courts. The woman was crying her eyes out and
the man turned to her and said ‘I don't know why
your so upset, you’re still my Sister!’
Sad News at Local Nestle Factory. A ex RN
Reggie was seriously
injured when a pallet
of chocolate fell more
than 50 feet and
crushed
him
underneath. He tried
in vain to attract
attention but every
time he shouted ‘The
Milky Bars are on me’ - Everyone just cheered!
Sex Education A Submariner walks into a
chemist with his 10 year old son. As they passed
by a condom display, the boy asks, ‘What are
these Dad?’
To which the man replies
offhandedly ‘Those are called condoms son, men
use them to have safe sex.’ ‘Oh, I see,’ replied
the boy pensively. ‘We were told about them in
Sex Education lessons at School.’ He then looks
at the display and picks up a pack of 3 and asks
‘Why are there Three in this package?’ Dad says
to him ‘Those are for Officers, One for Friday, one
for Saturday, and one for Sunday. ‘Cool!’ says
the boy. He then notices a six pack and asks,
‘Then who are these for?’ ‘Oh! Those are for
Submariners’ the dad answers. ‘Two for Friday,
Two for Saturday, and Two for Sunday.’ ‘Wow’
exclaims the boy. ‘Then who uses THESE?’ He
asks picking up a Twelve pack. With a sigh dad
replies. ‘Those are for married men, one for
January, One for February, one for March!’

Editor: It is a fact that Wetherspoons actually put
the Thomas Lieper up for disposal in 2015 as it
meant a Wetherspoons Standing Order and a
Lloyds No1 Thomas Lieper were together next
door to each other in a very lively and popular
area for nightlife. They are both excellent pubs
with identical Wetherspoons traits, but the big
selling point for the more mature is the
wonderful facility of a down stairs Toilet, and all
the other good points of a Wetherspoons Pub.

A 100 Year Old was asked to what he attributed
his long life? For better digestion he said he
drank Beer. In
the case of
appetite loss,
he drank White
Wine.
In the
case of low
blood pressure,
he drank Red
Wine.
In the
case of high
blood pressure,
he
drank
Scotch. And if he has a cold, he drinks Pussers
Rum. He was asked when do you drink water?
’He replied that he ‘Had never been that Sick’.

On our Wedding Anniversary we decided on an
Adventure. I pinned a map of the world on the
wall and gave my wife a Dart and said we would
go wherever the dart lands. We have just had a
lousy fortnight sitting in our house in the lounge
looking at the skirting board.
My Wife is on the 5:2 Diet. She only eats at 5 to
8, 5 to 9, 5 to 10, 5 to 11 …..
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JEFF BACON © CARTOONS

Ode to a Matelot

There are all sorts of protocols associated with the
internet and
typing
messages. I
have even been
told if you only
use capitals you
are angry and it
indicates you
are shouting.
The above has
the capitals and
also spaced out
which we did
used to do for certain classifications of messages
or markings such as S t a f f I n C o n f I d e n c e
etc but in capitals to make it stand out and not be
missed. I can only make the assumption that is
the point of this cartoon above?

I was drinking in a Bar,
when a girl caught my eye
She had a ring through her nose
and a tattoo on her thigh.
I asked her name and
she said ‘I'm called Gwen’
She smelt like a horse
and she danced like a Wren.
She said ‘Come on Jack
are you Game for a Laff’
So, we jumped in a Fast Black
and went back to her gaff.
Her house was in Torpoint
and on the front door,
Was a crest from each ship
that had been there before.
I said to her ‘Gwen
that's impressive to see’
As it looked like she'd been on
twelve more ships than me.

THE TWO TIFFS
Tiffy’s Saving Plan Ever since he was at
Fishgard a Tiff had always
had a fear of someone
under his bed at night; so he
went to a Psychiatrist and
told him. 'I've got problems.
Every time I go to bed, I
think there's somebody
under it. I'm scared. I think
I'm going crazy.' 'Just put yourself in my hands
for one year,' said the psychiatrist 'Come talk to
me three times a week and we should be able to
get rid of those fears.' 'How much do you
charge?' 'One hundred pounds per visit,' replied
the doctor. 'I'll sleep on it,' the Tiff said. Six
months later the doctor met him on the street.
'Why didn't you ever come to see me about those
fears you were having?' he asked? 'Well, one
hundred pounds a visit three times a week for a
year is an awful lot of money! My submariner
mate cured me for the price of a pint and I was so
happy to have saved all that money that I went
and bought me a new car. 'Is that so?' With a bit
of an attitude he said, 'and how, may I ask, did a
submariner cure you?' 'He told me to cut the legs
off the bed! - Ain't nobody under there now!!!'

It smelt like the mess
after a good run ashore
With lanyards and cap Tallies
all over the floor.
She walked to the window
and sat on the ledge
I slid my hand in her knickers
and felt meat and two veg.
I tried to get out
but she got hold of my leg.
It was then I knew
Gwen was an ex killick Reg.
I ran out of the door
and into the street.
With my kecks round my ankles
and nowt on me feet.
Thank God I'd escaped
and gave praise to the Lord.
Got big eats, a taxi
and went back onboard.
So, if you're ever in Guzz
and bump into Gwen.
Just remember she's really.
a Reggy called Ben.
Anon of Course!

Do You Remember the Ditties of the 60-70’s?
An overheard Chief’s Response to the question
‘Why do we have to clean the boat all the time?’
Ashes to ashes,
Dust unto Dust,
It may not Run,
But Shine it must,
it may not Work,
But it will not Rust.’

Royal Mail to Increase Price Of Stamps
Royal Mail has said it will increase the price of first
class and second-class stamps. The postal firm
said the price of a first-class stamp will jump 6p to
76p and the price of a second-class stamp will
rise 4p to 65p from March 23. The company said
the price increases are ‘necessary to ensure the
sustainability of its universal service.
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THE LOSS OF AFFRAY APRIL 1951

England, the captain told the Admiralty he had
chosen an isolated beach in Cornwall, come ashore
and return under the cover of darkness. The
exercise was expected to continue until Affray was
due to return to base on 23 April for essential defect
repairs including a leak in a battery tank. Affray left
her home base at about 16:00 hrs, and made
normal contact to confirm position, course, speed
etc at 21:00 hrs, and indicated she was preparing to
dive. The last ship to see her on the surface was
the 'Co' Class destroyer HMS Contest returning to
Portsmouth that evening. As they passed each
other, both vessels piped the side. When she
missed her 08:00 report due the next day she was
declared missing and an immediate search began.

HMS Affray left Portsmouth on 16 April 1951 and
submerged about 30 miles south of the Isle of Wight
at 2115 BST, but failed to resurface when it was due
at 0830 BST off Start Point. A search and rescue
operation was launched, with 26 ships and
submarines and every available aircraft involved.
She was laid down at the Cammell Laird yard in
Birkenhead on 16 Jan 1944, launched on 12 Apr,
and commissioned on 25 Nov 1945. On 11 Mar
1949 she was transferred to the 5th Submarine
Flotilla reserve and entered drydock to be retrofitted
with a snort mast (snorkel device), a pneumatically
raised and lowered steel tube which, when in the
vertical position, worked as an air induction/exhaust
emission device. Once vertical it was self-locking
and drew air into the submarine at periscope depth,
permitting the submarine to
charge batteries and run
diesels
for
propulsion
below the surface, allowing
the
sub
to
remain
underwater. At the point
where the air intake
entered the pressure hull of
the submarine, there was a
bulbous casting, set about
half a metre above the hull,
this housed the main
induction valve. This very
important
casing
was
totally
concealed
and
protected by the free-flooding hull. The snort mast
on the Affray was designed for both air intake and
exhaust venting; this was later changed so the snort
mast was an air intake only and the exhaust was
moved to the rear of the conning tower. The snort
mast had a float valve that would close
automatically if the submarine dropped below
periscope depth. In Dec of that same year Affray
was sent to the Mediterranean; it was recorded
during deep dives in this sea that she began ‘leaking
like a sieve’ and that the Admiralty-class diesels
started leaking oil.

The search Shore stations called Affray all day and
HMS Agincourt led a fleet of search vessels which
eventually totalled 24 ships from four nations. The
Portland 2nd Training Flotilla which included HMS
Tintagel Castle, Flint Castle, Hedingham Castle,
and ASDIC (sonar) trials vessel Helmsdale, left
Portland. Also, out of Portland, they were joined by
the submarines HMS Scorcher, Scythian, and
Sirdar all flying large white flags to distinguish them
from the missing Affray. Sirdar later sat on the
bottom for six hours while the ASDIC boats
familiarised themselves with the identification of a
submarine sitting on the bottom. The codeword

'SUBMISS' was sent to all ships in the NATO navies
to notify them of the fact the Affray was missing and
all other Amphion-class boats were confined to port
pending investigation as to what happened to their
missing sister. At the time Affray went missing it
was such big news in Britain it relegated the first
events that culminated in the Suez Crisis to page
two of the national newspapers. There was some
urgency in the initial 48 hours of the search as it was
estimated the crew would not survive much longer
than this if they had survived whatever had sunk the
submarine in the first place.

In Jan 1951 Affray was transferred to Portsmouth
Naval base to join Reserve group ‘G’. In March she
was brought out of reserve, and Lt John Blackburn
DSC was appointed CO and given the task of
bringing her and the new crew up to operational
status. On 16 Apr 1951, Affray set out on a
simulated war mission called Exercise Spring Train
with a reduced crew of 50 from 61. They were
joined by one sergeant, one corporal, and two
marines from the Special Boat Service; a
commander (Engineer), a naval instructor, seven
lieutenants in the engineering branch, and 13 sublieutenants. The last two groups were undergoing
essential submarine officer training. This made her
complement 75 in total. Her captain's orders were
unusually flexible: the Marines were to be dropped
off somewhere along the south west coast of

During the search a Morse code signal (via tapping
on the submarine hull) had been received by two of
the searching ships, reading ‘We are trapped on the
bottom’, but this did not help in locating the
submarine location. After three days the search
was slowed down and fewer ships were used to
locate Affray. In Britain, the missing submarine was
getting a lot of publicity. Rumours abounded of
mutiny, and even seizure by the Russians.
Meanwhile the RN continued its search. During the
search many strange things happened.
The
strangest was a massive object found on the bottom
by sonar; the search vessel, realising it could not
have been Affray owing to its size, continued on;
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when it returned several days later to establish what
it was, it had gone. Another strange event was that
the wife of a skipper of one of Affray's sister
submarines claiming to have seen a ghost in a
dripping wet submarine officer's uniform telling her
the location of the sunken sub (this position later
turned out to be correct). She recognised him as an
officer who had died during WWII, not a crew
member of Affray.
As there were so many
shipwrecks littering the English Channel (161 were
found, most of them sunk during WW), it was almost
two months before Affray was located.
Discovery On 14 June the primary search vessel
HMS Loch Insh made a sonar contact on the very
edge of Hurds Deep, a deep underwater valley in
the English Channel. It was the same location
where an oil slick had been sighted at the same time
Affray vanished and was in an area that had been
searched before. HMS Reclaim arrived several
hours later after an excited call from the Captain of
Loch Insh who, as an ex-submariner, was
convinced this was Affray. A dive was made down
to the contact and the diver reported seeing a long
white handrail before being dragged along with the
flow of the current. Due to the weather being worse
than usual the crew decided to use the underwater
camera that they had previously been sceptical of.
As soon as it was sent down the very first thing the
camera picked up were the letters YARFFA’ - Affray
backwards. At last she had been found.

Cause of Loss There have been many reasons put
forward as to what caused the submarine to sink.
The snort mast was broken and lay next to the hull
so initially it was thought that this had broken and
flooded the submarine. After a detailed inspection
of the snort mast itself, which showed no sign of
being struck, it was thought that it was more likely
that it had been broken when the sub hit the bottom
(the snort mast was later tested and although it was
found to be of faulty manufacture, tests indicated it
should still have stood up to normal use). A battery
explosion has also been suggested as a possibility.
The RN had tried to scan the interior when Affray
was first discovered using a primitive radioactive
device. This yielded minimal information about the
internal condition of the submarine, but it did seem
to show that the internal valve for the snort mast was
in the open position, which would indicate that at
least one compartment flooded and some of the
crew had drowned when she first hit the bottom
During this attempt one of the (pea-sized) X-ray
pods was accidentally lost near the sub and the
Admiralty decided against further attempts to
establish why Affray sank, mostly due to the various
dangers to any divers (one RN diver lost his life
attempting to identify another sunken submarine
during the search).
A more recent Theory put forward by a few experts
is that the snort mast dropped below the surface and
the float valve (described above) jammed or
somehow failed to stop the water entering the sub.
With up to 13 tons of water per minute entering the
submarine this could have caused her to drop
rapidly to the bottom. With a reduced crew and the
trainees in the
way
hampering
activities,
there would
have been a
delay
in
stopping the
inflow
of
water. By the
time the valve was shut or the flooding compartment
that contained the valve sealed off, there would
have been so much water aboard that even blowing
all her ballast would not have been sufficient to get
her to the surface. Or if the flooded compartment/s
included the control room, there would have been
no one alive to blow ballast. It is also possible, with
trainees on board possibly operating systems, that
a problem with the clutch caused the Affray to
accelerate into the sea bottom disabling some parts
of the submarine that would have helped her rise to
the surface.

She was 17 miles (27 km)
northwest of Alderney, a lot
closer
to
France
than
England. She lay slightly to
port facing northeast in 282ft
(86 metres) of water, and
during the next few months
she slid a little more to port
where she appears to have
rested on a roughly 50o angle. Divers could find no
evidence of collision or damage to the hull, casing
or bridge and it was noted that the search periscope
and ANF radar mast were extended, indicating she
had been at periscope depth when she foundered.
However, the snort mast had been broken and lay
next to the sub, attached by only a thin shred of
metal. The hatches and torpedo doors were all
shut, and the two emergency buoys were still
located within the casing, although the after one
could not have been released as the hinged wooden
gratings retaining it had been wired shut (sadly, it
was later discovered that it had been wired shut
because it often broke free whilst the sub was
underway). It was obvious that no attempt to
escape had been made. The only external clue that
the crew had done anything to rectify their dilemma
was the bow hydroplanes being set to hard arise;
the bridge telegraphs also were in the stop position.
The snort mast was the only part of the submarine
that was recovered, and it was later found to be of
faulty manufacture. This may have contributed to
the sinking of Affray

Re-visited Almost half a century after the loss,
Innes McCartney, an experienced trimix diver with a
passion for sunken submarines, obtained the
position of Affray from the MoDefence and dived to
the sunken submarine.
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He reported: As we descended down the shot line,
a large dark shape emerged from the gloom. Little
ambient light penetrates to 282’ even on a good day
on the edge of Hurd Deep and it was a while before
we recognised the unmistakable shape of a
submarine. She is a hugely impressive sight, sitting
almost totally clear of a hard seabed, offering in
excess of 33’ (10m) of relief in places. Our lighting
showed that she is now covered with sponges and
anemones, offering some welcome colour in the
darkness. The first thing that struck me about the
wreck was her sheer size. She is one of the largest
submarine wrecks in the Channel and a diver is hard
pushed to swim all the way around her on a single
dive. She lies slightly over on her port side, with her
bows pointing Northeast. She is not very heavily
netted with only a few cray pots caught up around
the hull. The wreck is in a very good state of
preservation considering the 47 years she has been
on the seabed. Her bridge is completely intact with
speaking tubes, the projector binnacle and radio
aerials all in evidence. On the side of the conning
tower her navigation lights are present and the
conning tower ladder is still in place. Her periscope
shafts stand proudly upright and even the cables
that ran between them are still there. Forward of the
tower the foredeck is intact with the gun layers hatch
clearly visible. I was keen to find the cradle in which
the snort mast was located when in use. This was
on the port side, aft of the tower and on our second
dive on the wreck I found it. The base of the snort
mast was still in place, with the area where the mast
broke off clearly visible. On a later visit to the RN
Submarine Museum, I saw the base of the section
of the mast that was raised. They would still fit
together perfectly. The fore and aft hydroplanes are
still in position and the external torpedo tubes on the
bow are a very impressive sight. Aft of the conning
tower, there is evidence of the salvage attempts
made by the RN in 1951. The diving team
discovered no other damage to the wreck apart from
the missing snort mast. This is in accordance with
the findings of the RN's investigation. She remains
a significant and
salutary
reminder of our
naval heritage.
Very few divers
in the UK have
the experience
and capability to
undertake such
a dive. This
should ensure that the Affray remains undisturbed
for posterity. She is a war grave and the final
resting place of 75 naval personnel and this should
be respected. The crew remain entombed in the
submarine on the northern edge of Hurd's Deep. As
of 2001, under the Protection of Military Remains
Act 1986, Affray was made a controlled site, making
it illegal to dive her without a permit from the Ministry
of Defence

Navy Ordered to Review, Release Documents
Related to USS Thresher Submarine Implosion
H. Barndollar Portsmouth Herald 20 Feb 2020
A federal judge in Washinton DC has ordered the
U.S. Navy to begin releasing unclassified
documents in relation to the USS Thresher, the
nuclear submarine that imploded 57 years ago,
taking the lives of 129, and forever changing
submarine safety. It was the country's worst nuclear
submarine disaster in history when Thresher (SSN593) did not surface while conducting deep dive
exercises 220 miles off Cape Cod on 10 April, 1963.
The vessel imploded, and its shattered hull remains
more than 8,000 feet underwater today. Thresher
was built and commissioned at Portsmouth Naval
Shipyard in 1961. It also catalysed modern day
submarine safety, which today takes the form of the
SUBSAFE program. Since the program's inception,
just one submarine has been lost, the USS Scorpion
in 1968. Last July, retired Navy Capt. James
Bryant, a former Thresher-class submarine Cdr who
served 23 years on active duty, sued the Navy for
release of the investigative documents. There are
approximately 3,600 identified pages of records.
Bryant, who currently investigates and lectures
about the loss of Thresher in his retirement, wrote
in his initial complaint that he sought the nonexempt portions of certain U.S. government records
relating to the loss of the nuclear submarine.
This FOIA lawsuit seeks disclosure of the requested
records in order to better inform the public about the
activities of the Navy and U.S. Govt with respect to
the loss of the Thresher and the officers, sailors and
civilians onboard,’ the suit states, originally
requesting disclosure of the documents ahead of
the memorial dedication for the Thresher at
Arlington National Cemetery last September.
Bryant's complaint outlines the conflicting theories
about the Thresher's sinking that have emerged
over the years, including an electrical failure and
flooding in the engine room. The documents could
lend more clarity, he said in the lawsuit. In Aug, the
Navy answered Bryant's complaint stating it had not
improperly withheld any records under his FOIA
request, and that it was working on an ongoing
classification review. In a previously filed joint
status report, the Navy said its team would require
approximately 240 hours to review for line-by-line
declassification purposes, with an additional 120
hours of FOIA exemption review and redaction, over
the course of 12 months. But at the 10 Feb hearing,
McFadden was not convinced by the Navy's review
plans, and ordered the first set of documents be
released by15 May. Last fall, a long-awaited
memorial for the Thresher crew was dedicated at
Arlington National Cemetery, a process beginning in
2012 requiring six levels of approvals. Senators and
members of Congress joined the push for a
Thresher memorial at Arlington National Cemetery.
This article is written by Hadley Barndollar from
Portsmouth Herald, N.H.
Resurgam

8

NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK

sonar buoys dropped by the RCAF. Nobby Noble
the seaman killick had the job of PLACING it on
the pressure hull in a convenient spot. during one
of our mid-day surfaces to do a quick charge and
air the boat he was required to move it because
he had placed it over the wardroom and got a mild
bollocking knowing full well what he had done (a
hero in the forward mess). What a load of tosh
about them being dropped on us. That might
have been in the grand plan thought out by the
boffins but it didn’t happen with us. The RCAF
flew over the sonobuoys which triggered some
sort of signal or whatever about our course and
speed which had been pre-arranged as far as I
recall’. Mind you all of our memories get
confused over the years. Trouble is there are not
enough gigabytes or is it hard drive – I dunno!
John S

Forces Railcards. Hello Terry. I have just enjoyed
my pot of tea and a good laugh whilst sitting in my
porch enjoying the warm sunshine. Cause? The
latest Derbyshire Submariners’ Newsletter of course.
Thank you for your generous mention. Re The
Veterans’ Railcard. There has been a reduced rate
War Widows’ Railcard since around 2005. This was
established and run by The War Widows’ Assn. The
RBL took over the organisation about 3 years ago
when the eligibility criteria was extended to include all
War and Service widows. We did not have the
capability to deal with the increased numbers. I
suggest that the extension to include ALL Veterans
came when it was realised that the remaining
Veterans were missing out!! Very best wishes. Irene
Auriga Commission. After commissioning and
shake down, we went north to Faslane for our work
up, and after that came south back to Guzz to give
summer leave. During that leave I got married in
Gosport 6th Aug [celebrating 58 years of married life
this year in 2020]. After that, we went back north to
temporarily join the 3rd Submarine Squadron but
given over to Londonderry for ASW training of
ASWAC Maritime aircraft operating out of RAF
Ballykelly flying Shackleton’s. Our berth four days
short of four weeks was in the Foyle alongside our
depot ship a large MkIII LST called HMS Stalker
[L3515] which later went to Faslane to start the 10th
squadron as their accommodation ship long before
Faslane was redeveloped and before Coulport was
built. I was the RS of the boat and kept a detailed
diary of things I thought were milestones in the
commission. After our short time in the 3rd Sqn,
we then came back to Guzz, took part in an
exercise called CHANEX and at the beginning of
Nov 1962 we started to prepare for the
commission proper ready for Canada. Later in
December we did a cold-move from our depot
ship HMS Adamant to an RGD basin and
assumed a pseudo-refit status. We gave early
Christmas extended seasonal leave covering
Christmas proper and New year to all in the
complement with RGD personnel co-opted for
routine internal/external security patrols and fire
watch duties. All leave expired on Mon 7th Jan
1963 and within a week we were on our way for
21 months stationed in Halifax Nova Scotia
Canada.
Best Regards Jeff D

Another ‘One who was there’, stated on the story
of magnets being dropped on Auriga said ‘I am
experiencing
a
large
bout
of
being
‘Discombobulated’. Not being as learned as the
author of this feedback, I confess I had to look the
word up and discovered:Discombobulated adjective
confused and disconcerted.
‘He is looking a little pained and discombobulated’
Editor: This is definitely a new word to me but I
can assure you it is a very old feeling!!

The Friends of the S/M Museum Enquiry reply:
from Jeff Dykes; The photograph. Not many
submariners wore WW2 medals but the skull and
cross bones could be the
blockhouse
Wardroom
Mess. The young subbie
is wearing glasses so not
a seaman officer, and thus
not a submariner; Also,
too young to be an ‘Engines’ and nearly all boats
prior to nukes carried just one Engineer Officer. It
could be a modern picture and as such he could
be a pusser. Other than that, can’t help. Sorry.
Port Phillip RNA Newsletter from Aussie as just
been sent out with the Header, Dear Shipmates,
Playmates, Dockyard Maties and Barrack
Stanchions. Well March 2020 has arrived and
attached is your PDF format copy of Port Phillip
Papers, Not Registered at the GPO as a
Newspaper, Not Exempt under
The Obscene Publications Act
(1960),
as
was
‘Lady
Chatterley’s Lover’. Enjoy The
PPP Editorial Team. Editor. I
could not help put smile as the
quoted Lady Chatterley’s Lover
was based and written just up
the road from me in Derbyshire.

Auriga Magnets Ordeal. I remember when off
Ireland we hit an uncharted rock which caused a
bit of consternation at the time. We had to go into
dock which showed that we dented No2 main
ballast and damaged the bilge keel. Can’t
remember which dock we went in to whether it
was the floating dock in Gareloch (Faslane) or
down to Guzz for a proper repair. ‘Further re the
magnet knocking device. I remember we used it
when we were off Bermuda doing PCS trials with
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Thales UK To Build Dreadnought-Class
Submarine Periscopes
Forces Network News 28 Feb 2020
Defence firm Thales UK has been awarded a £330
million contract to work on the RN's Dreadnoughtclass submarines. Part of the deal, awarded by lead
manufacturer BAE Systems Submarines, will see
the company build periscopes for all four of the next
generation of nuclear submarines.
The
announcement was made by defence minister
Baroness Goldie in Glasgow. ‘This sub-contract win
by Thales clearly demonstrates the importance of
the £31 billion Dreadnought programme to UK and
Scottish industry, Baroness Goldie said. The
periscopes, also known as 'Combat System Masts',
are worth £41.3 million. The remaining £291.5
million of the contract is going towards work on
‘underwater systems’, according to the Ministry of
Defence (MoD). Technology on the masts include
a visual and situational awareness sensor, as well
as a sonar system. While electronic warfare
technology and cameras will provide a ‘visual link’
to submariners, the MOD said. The periscopes will
be built at Govan in Glasgow and 520 jobs are being
created across the UK as part of the project.
Dreadnought-class submarines are due to enter
service in the early 2030’s. The £31 billion
programme will see the vessels take over from the
Vanguard-class submarines as the UK's nuclear
deterrent. Thales UK has been building periscopes
for the Royal Navy for more than 100 years, and
working with the MOD since the start of the UK's
Continuous at Sea Deterrent in 1969.

In 1917, Thales became officially the sole supplier.
However, it was the simplest form of periscope that
was used in WWI trenches to look over the top. In
WWII, periscopes were used in tanks so that the
driver, gunner and commander might observe their
surroundings, as well as for aim. During the Second
World War, Thales periscopes helped in the fight
against German battleships like the Tirpitz, whilst the
Cold War saw attack periscopes fitted to the Oberon
class of submarines. Gradually, however, things
began to change. It was no longer periscopes that
were wanted, but Optronic masts which Thales
supplied on the Astute class of submarines.

Periscopes gave just one man, a sub's captain, a few
seconds to risk a peek above the waves and form a
picture of the battlespace. Thales has just marked
the century-long relationship with the Royal Navy
with a special event, during which special ‘Apprentice
Alumni’ panels were unveiled. Harriet Baldwin MP,
Minister for Defence Procurement, was present at
the celebration. She said: ‘It is a remarkable history
that over 100 years we have been purchasing the
periscopes for our submarines from these brilliant
engineers here in Glasgow. Her Majesty's Naval
Base Clyde is the future single home of the Royal
Navy submarine service. Thousands of apprentices
have been through Thales in it's the last century.
Some have put 50 years into the developing the
niche engineering skills needed, but that hard won
knowledge is being passed on to the latest Scottish
graduates to arrive. It thanks, in part, to Thales, that
Britain has been able to stay ahead of the game
when it comes to Naval Warfare.

What Is A Periscope and
Why Do They Matter To The Military?
Forces Network News 28 Feb 2020
Original Published A.Mcann 31 Aug 2017
on Thales 100th Centenary Commemorations.
British Submarine technology is cutting-edge, but
for a century they have relied on one piece of
technology to see above the water’s surface; the
periscope. In theory, the periscope is a very simple
piece of tech which consists of two reflecting prisms
or mirrors at 45° angles to one another. The first
deflects light down a vertical tube, whilst the second
diverts the image so that it can be viewed, although
more advanced technology allows for the image to
be magnified.
Technology company Thales,
formally Barr and Stroud, has been the sole provider
of periscopes to the Royal Navy since the Victorian
era. In 1888, they were chosen to put a range finder
into a periscope for the RN, which gave submarine's
commander greater awareness of the battlespace
at sea, whilst also helping with navigation.

Sonar Contract for Dreadnought Submarines
Contracts to develop the 'eyes and ears' of
Dreadnought submarines will create 170 jobs and
secure 350 more across the UK. BAE Systems
Submarines, which is building four nuclear
submarines for the RN, has awarded work worth
around £330 million to Thales UK.
The
Dreadnought sonar system will be developed at the
global technology firm’s sites in Templecombe,
Somerset, and Stockport. The periscope - known
as the ‘Combat System Mast’ - will be developed
and manufactured in Govan with technical input
from the workforce in Crawley. Thales UK has been
a trusted Continuous at-Sea Deterrence (CASD)
partner with the MOD and Royal Navy since the first
operation in 1969.
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RN at Heart of Concerns over UK Defence Review
Max Channon Plymouth Live 24 Feb 2020
Fears process is being steered by Dominic
Cummings and is about ‘making cuts and saving
money’ could be bad news for aircraft carriers and
amphibious assault ships. Growing concerns are
being expressed about the direction being taken by
the biggest review of the UK's defence capabilities
since the Cold War. Defence industry insiders and
the former head of the RN have said they fear the
foreign policy, defence and security review is about
‘making cuts and saving money’ rather than being a
‘deep assessment’ of the UK's defence needs and
place in the world. The review will decide the fate of
the UK's two new aircraft carriers, amid claims the
RN does not have enough ships, and continuing
rumour that one could be sold to save money. It is
also expected to look at what - if any, replacements
will be built for Plymouth based amphibious Assault
Ships HMS Albion and HMS Bulwark that will be
taken out of service in 2033 and 2034 respectively.
Their replacements, if there are to be any, will need
to be ordered during the timescale of the current
review. Former Defence Secretary Lord Hutton had
warned the House of Lords that withdrawing
Plymouth based amphibious assault ships HMS
Bulwark and the current Royal Navy flagship HMS
Albion and would ‘end British amphibious capability’.

The Future of Royal Navy Attack Submarines
Save the Royal Navy 26 February 2020
On 6 Feb the Minister for Defence Procurement
confirmed in Parliament that all 7 Astute Class
Submarines would be completed by the end of
2026, despite the serious delay to the delivery of
HMS Audacious. Here we look at the submarine
programme in the medium-long term. Scrutiny v
Security. In yet another case of MoD attempting to
obscure bad news, the Minister also added: ‘The
planned In-Service Dates (ISD) for RN submarines
are withheld as disclosure would, or would be likely
to, prejudice the capability, effectiveness or security
of the Armed Forces.’ The Out of Service Dates
(OSD) which were public information just a few years
ago are already being withheld but this is a more
serious development that will further reduce
accountability in the submarine programme. Using
newly-invented security concerns to make
inconvenient truths less obvious is a shabby way to
treat the taxpayer and we would urge MPs and the
Defence Select Committee to scrutinise submarine
delivery with extra care. Meanwhile the head of the
Submarine Delivery Agency, Ian Booth was
Awarded a £185K Annual Performance Bonus.
(Greater than the annual salary of the First Sea Lord
or even the Prime Minister). Mr Booth is undoubtedly
a highly competent executive with a track record
delivering the aircraft carrier project, but the results
from the SDA are not yet worthy of congratulation for
anyone. The real ‘performers’ are submariners at
the sharp end who have to live with the effects of
delays and the broken timelines, struggling to get
their boats out on patrol.

HMS Bulwark has effectively been mothballed at
HMNB Devonport since December 2016, after the
2010 Strategic Defence Security Review concluded
one of its two Albion class LPDs should be 'Extended
Readiness', saving the MoD millions in running costs.
In 2018, then Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson
said he was ‘happy to announce that I am protecting
vital landing platforms HMS Albion and HMS
Bulwark,’ after fears they were facing the scrapyard
to save cash. The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has
previously dismissed claims RM’s could be dropped
from the RN and merged with the Parachute
Regiment as part of a new British Army Commando
Unit as ‘pure speculation’, but reports in Dec last
year claimed senior Armed Forces officers had been
warned that cutbacks and changes are -necessary to
make the military more capable of fighting 21stcentury wars - and said they had been told to be
prepared to ‘slay sacred cows’. And, Back in March
last year, Plymouth Labour leader Tudor Evans
accused the Government And, Back in March last
year, Plymouth Labour leader Tudor Evans accused
the Government of tearing up plans for a RM’s
superbase in the city. He said he feared plans to
create a single elite hub for the fighting force have
now been abandoned after defence deals were
announced to push back the closure of Plymouth's
ageing Stonehouse Barracks and protect military
bases in North Devon. Just months earlier, the MoD
said Plans to create a Royal Marines 'superbase' in
Plymouth and Torpoint were set to go ahead, and the
news was hailed as ‘massive’ by Plymouth
Conservative Johnny Mercer.

The Commitment to Deliver all four of the
remaining Astute-class boats by 2026 is a small
crumb of comfort in this much-delayed programme.
The delays to Audacious must be absorbed in the
schedule because there cannot be any further holdups at Barrow in the production of following
Dreadnought class SSBNs. In BAE Systems’ recent
report to its shareholders, despite having 4 Astuteclass boats still under construction, it announced that
work on the Dreadnought class already forms a
greater part of their revenue. Manufacture of the
second boat, HMS Valiant, began in September
2019 and it is interesting to note they are designed
with a service life of around 35-40 years, an increase
of around 25% over their Vanguard-class
predecessors.
Maritime Underwater Future
Capability (MUFC) is the RN’s program to consider
replacements for the Astute class. The project began
the initial Concept Phase in early 2018 but was
suspended in May 2018 for two years. This was
probably not driven by financial considerations but
the delays to the Astute and Dreadnought
programme that means Barrow will not be ready to
construct a new class of submarine until the late
2030’s. MUFC work appears to be about to resume
and the successor to the Astute class is now
provisionally referred to as SSN(R). DE&S recently
began recruiting project managers to work for the
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‘Astute Replacement Nuclear Submarine SSN(R)
team’. How undersea warfare will look in the 2040’s
and beyond is hard to predict. Despite the rapid
growth of unmanned systems and potential
improvements in detection technology, the promise
of an entirely ‘transparent ocean’ may never be
fulfilled. The manned submarine has a big future,
although it is likely to rely increasingly on a payload
of its own unmanned systems to extend its reach.
SSN(R) is only at a very early concept stage and
nothing official is in the public domain. Respected
analyst, H I Sutton, believes it will be around 25%
bigger than the Astute and have much in common
with the Dreadnought class. Its extra size will allow
for the fitting of the PWR-3 reactor, heavier
armament and defensive countermeasures. An
enlarged ‘hangar’, similar to the Astute’s Chalfont
DDS, may also be fitted for unmanned systems. It is
also likely to have the X-form tail of Dreadnought,
which is more complex to build but is quieter than the
Astute’s conventional tail.
From an industrial
perspective, if work to build SSN(R) can begin
straight away on the ‘hot’ Dreadnought production
line then it should be much more painless than the
Astute project.

can deliver. This is not an oversight by the RN news
teams but the result of a deliberate policy directive
from a senior level. The last official story about the
submarine service that could be described in any
way as ‘operational’ was HMS Trenchant surfacing at
the North Pole nearly two years ago. Otherwise,
news coverage gives the impression that
submariners spend all their time participating in
charity bike rides or rowing events. Arguably this
silence leads to a lack of understanding about the
purpose and benefits of submarines and the void
may be filled by those with an agenda to depict them
as sinister and unjustifiably expensive. The bad
news about the problems in the submarine industrial
enterprise could also be counterbalanced by
highlighting the benefits of operational SSN’s to the
nation. While OPSEC must always be the priority, if
the RN wants to recruit more people and receive
more resources for the undersea domain, then it
must start talking about its submarines and the
threats they can defeat.
HMS Audacious yet to Begin Sea Trials, Risking
Further Decline in RN Submarine numbers
Save the Royal Navy 22 June 2019

Dreadnought-Astute-SSNR-Comparison A boat
25% larger than Astute would require further
upgrades to the dry-docks in Devonport. At present
these facilities are still only certified for Trafalgar
Class boats and not yet able to take an Astute. For
now, all dry-docking has to be done at the ship-lift
facility in Faslane. This is manageable while there
are only 3 active Astute’s that can be fitted around
the docking requirements of the 3 active Vanguard
boats. Once there are 7 Astute boats in service, the
dry dock in Devonport will become critical for their
support. As SSN(R) is unlikely to enter service
before the early 2040’s it is possible that HMS Astute
and will require refuelling and life extension in the
mid-2030’s as her PWR-2 Core H reactor has a
theoretical 25-year lifespan. Babcock is currently
having problems refuelling HMS Vanguard, possibly
because her Core H reactor was not originally
intended to be refuelled.

Construction of HMS Audacious has fallen yet further
behind schedule. As of Feb 2017, the MoD said it
expected HMS Audacious to enter service in Nov
2018. More than two years later it is clear something
is amiss. It is now June 2019 and Audacious remains
afloat in the dock at Barrow and yet to put to sea, 12
years after her manufacture started. In late 2018,
HMS Magpie was dispatched to survey the Walney
Channel at Barrow, supposedly in preparation for the
submarines’ imminent departure. Sources at a
company involved in supporting Audacious on sea
trials stated in Oct 2018 that they expected to be
called on to assist ‘next Spring’. Responding to
enquiries today, the MoD is only able to confirm
Audacious will commence sea trials ‘this year’ which
could imply next week or months away. As for boat
5, HMS Anson, the MoD is even more vague, saying
she is ‘expected to enter sea trials in the early
2020’s.’ The delays to HMS Audacious risk the RN’s
attack submarine force declining even further, at
least temporarily, down to just 5 boats. Whether the
current 6-boat fleet can be maintained is now
probably dependent on the oldest submarine, HMS
Trenchant, being kept going beyond her planned
decommissioning this year. Even if HMS Audacious
started sea trials tomorrow, it will take many months
to rectify the inevitable snags, be commissioned and
then work the boat up to be fully operational.

This article demonstrates that at least a limited
insight into the highly complex submarine
programme may be gathered from information in the
public domain. What is more concerning is the
almost total blackout of official information about the
activities of the modern submarine service? The
nuclear deterrent and undersea warfare is obviously
one of the most sensitive and secretive aspects of
UK defence and publicity must be carefully controlled
and censored. But with imagination, time-delay and
careful management, it is quite possible to promote
the outstanding work of the Silent Service to public
and politicians. There was actually more publicity
about submarines during the intense operations of
the Cold War than there is today, in the last decade
there has been an ever-decreasing explanation of
the fine work of the service and the product that they
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Concern as US Leaks Confirmation of
Royal Navy Trident Plan
S.Blewett & M.Channon Plymouth 26 Feb 2020

Responding to reports the Pentagon had leaked the
announcement before Parliament had been told, an
MoD spokesperson said: ‘As previously stated in
the 2015 defence review, we can confirm that we
are working towards replacing the warhead. ‘We
have a strong defence relationship with the US and
will continue to remain compatible with the US
Trident missile. ‘An announcement about the UK's
replacement warhead programme will be made in
due course.’ The Defence Secretary Ben Wallace
has now announced the start of a new nuclear
replacement warhead programme in Parliament, in
a written ministerial statement in Parliament.

Concerns have been raised after the US Pentagon
leaked confirmation of the programme to replace the
nuclear warheads at the heart of the RN's
Continuous At Sea Deterrent (CSAD) Trident before
the UK's Parliament was told of the decision. On 25
Feb Defence Secretary Ben Wallace announced the
start of a new nuclear replacement warhead
programme in Parliament.
However, a US
commander told a committee in the States of the
UK's plans before the Minister made the official
announcement or informed MPs of the plans. It
emerged on 22/2 that a US commander had already
told a committee in the States of the UK's plans,
before Ministers made the official announcement or
informed MPs. US Strategic Command Cdr Admiral
Charles Richard wrote in a statement first reported
by the Observer that a replacement warhead called
W93 or Mk7 was needed in the States. He added:
‘This effort will also support a parallel replacement
warhead programme in the UK whose nuclear
deterrent plays an absolutely vital role in Nato's
overall defence posture.’ The plans were also
referenced by a Pentagon under-secretary of
defence, Alan Shaffer, who said ‘it's wonderful that
the UK is working on a new warhead at the same
time’, according to US publication Defence Daily last
week. The MoD's update to Parliament on the
Trident's replacement, published shortly before
Christmas did not confirm the upgrade.

Mr Wallace said: ‘In 2007 the government,
endorsed by a Parliamentary vote, began a
programme to maintain the UK’s nuclear deterrent
beyond the early 2030s. The 2015 Strategic
Defence and Security Review (Cm 9161) confirmed
the
UK’s
commitment to
an independent
minimum credible
deterrent,
reaffirmed
in
2016 when the
House
voted
overwhelmingly
to maintain the
Continuous At Sea Deterrence posture.
‘Our independent nuclear deterrent is essential to
defend the UK and our North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) allies against the most
extreme threats to our national security and way of
life. ‘The government’s 2019 manifesto pledged:
'We will maintain our Trident nuclear deterrent,
which guarantees our security'. To ensure the
government maintains an effective deterrent
throughout the commission of the Dreadnought
Class ballistic missile submarine we are replacing
our existing nuclear warhead to respond to future
threats and the security environment. ‘As set out in
our annual updates to Parliament on the Future of
the UK’s Nuclear Deterrent the Ministry of
Defence’s Defence Nuclear Organisation is working
with the Atomic Weapons Establishment: to build
the highly skilled teams and put in place the facilities
and capabilities needed to deliver the replacement
warhead; whilst also sustaining the current warhead
until it is withdrawn from service.

‘Work also continues to develop the evidence to
support a Government decision when replacing the
warhead,’ it said.
It is understood that the
Government has been unable to find the time to
inform Parliament, which was in recess, that the
decision had now been made. However, nuclear
disarmament campaigners claim the plan being
revealed by the Pentagon before MP’s were told
shows ‘the US/UK special nuclear relationship now
supersedes parliamentary scrutiny’. Kate Hudson,
CND general secretary, said: ‘This statement
confirms that the government has broken the
promise to MPs that the decision to build nuclear
warheads would be taken by parliament. ‘Instead,
this deal has been agreed in secret with the United
States, and the government has admitted it only after
Pentagon officials let the cat of the bag. ‘It seems
that the US/UK special nuclear relationship now
supersedes parliamentary scrutiny, accountability
and decision-making. This is a dangerous and antidemocratic development and must be rolled back.’
The latest controversy comes just weeks after an
official report slammed the Ministry of Defence's
management of the £31bn programme to Trident,
and the four new Royal Navy submarines that will
carry the missiles. The head of the UK Armed forces'
submarine service has strengthened partnerships
with the Royal Navy's counterparts in America during
a visit to US Navy's Submarine Force headquarters.

‘We will continue to work closely with the U.S. to
ensure our warhead remains compatible with the
Trident Strategic Weapon System. ‘Delivery of the
replacement warhead will be subject to the
government’s major programme approvals and
oversight. My department will continue to provide
updates through the annual report to Parliament on
the United Kingdom’s future nuclear deterrent.’
Prime Minister Boris Johnson has long backed the
proposed replacement and the Conservatives
committed to renewing the deterrent ahead of the
election. The cost has been estimated at £31 billion
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Russia Alarmed at Deployment of W76-2 lowYield Submarine-Launched Ballistic Missile
RCN Int Outlook Jane's & Reuters, 05 Feb 2020
The US Navy (USN) confirmed on 4 Feb it has
fielded the W76-2 low-yield submarine-launched
ballistic missile (SLBM) warhead. US officials stated
that the deployment of the warhead, which is
roughly equivalent to the one detonated on
Hiroshima during World War II, is intended to
strengthen deterrence and offer the US a prompt
and survivable low-yield strategic weapon. The
creation of the warhead was requested, designed,
and produced under the Trump administration and
outlined as a component of the 2018 Nuclear
Posture Review. Proponents of the weapon believe
the US required more low-yield nuclear options to
counter Russia's considerable investments in a
variety of nuclear systems over the last decade.
Analysts believe that the USS Tennessee (SSBN734) nuclear submarine, which departed from
Georgia at the end of 2019 for a deterrent patrol
mission in the Atlantic Ocean, is likely to be
equipped with one or two of the W76-2 warheads,
although US policy forbids confirmation of specifics
of nuclear-arms activity. Russian officials have
stated their concern of the US nuclear strategy and
consider the deployment of the W76-S alarming,
and some American critics opposed to nuclear
proliferation argue such actions could have a
destabilising effect, and increase the risk of a
miscalculation during a crisis. Tensions concerning
nuclear armament have increased in recent months
after the US withdrew from a landmark strategic
arms accord in Aug 2019, the Intermediate-RangeNuclear Forces Treaty (INF), citing Russian
violations of the treaty.

Qatar to Acquire Submarines In New Twist In
Gulf States’ Big Naval Expansion
H I Sutton Forbes Defence 4 Feb 2020
Qatar may become the first Arab Gulf state to
operate submarines. A new memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with Italian defence giant
Fincantieri covers the ‘supply of cutting-edge naval
vessels and submarines.’ Italy is known to be
supplying warships to the Emiri Navy but the
inclusion of subs is fresh information. It is significant
because it could change the naval balance in the
region. The Qatari submarines may be part of a
much larger 5 billion euro deal with Italy which was
agreed in 2017. That deal included a large
helicopter carrier, called a Landing Platform Dock
(LPD), four warships and two patrol boats. It also
involves shore support and help with a new offshore
naval base. Submarines are expensive, but the oil
rich country can afford to invest in growing its navy.
It is sitting on the world's third-largest natural gas
and oil reserves and has the highest per-capita
income in the world.
Currently Iran is the only submarine operator in the
Arabian Gulf, also known as the Persian Gulf, save
for the occasional U.S. Navy or European
submarine. Two of Qatar’s neighbours, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, both have
stated needs to acquire submarines. Qatar has
difficult relations these countries so the submarine
acquisition could be seen, at least in part, as a
response to these moves. They are not the first
Arab Gulf states to seek submarines, however.
Infamously, Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein
attempted to purchase midget submarines after the
1991 Gulf War. His supplier would have been a
secretive Italian submarine builder called Cos.Mo.S.
The illicit deal, part of the Oil-for-Food Program
scandal, was the downfall of the Italian firm. The
submarines were never delivered.

US Navy Global Strike Hypersonic Weapon
RCN Outlook USNI News, 18 Feb 2020
The US Navy (USN) plans to initially deploy its
hypersonic strike missiles on its Virginia-class
attack submarines, per its fiscal 2021 budget (p84).
The USN has earmarked USD $1 billion for the
development of the system, which will be comprised
of a two-stage booster to launch a hypersonic glide
vehicle into the high atmosphere, where it can travel
at speeds up to Mach Five and theoretically be fast
and manoeuvrable enough to evade conventional
missile defence systems. The USN is also
investigating the possibility of equipping surface
warships, such as USS Zumwalt, with hypersonic
weapons, but decided on the Virginia platform first
due to its large missile payload module being built
into current Block V models, as well as a desire to
increase the survivability of the system by having it
underwater and less detectable.

Drug Submarine Crew Apprehended in Panama
RCN Outlook R7 Noticias, 20 February 2020
On 19 Feb, the Serviço Nacional de Aeronaval do
Panama (SENAN), or Panama's National Aeronaval
Service, apprehended a homemade semisubmersible narco-submarine off the northwest
Caribbean coast transporting five tonnes of illicit
drugs. The joint operation with the Colombian Navy
led to the arrest of four Colombians onboard the
narco-submarine, the fourth apprehended by
SENAN; two others were found in the Pacific
Ocean, and two in the Caribbean. Similar narcosubs have been seized in Colombia, the US and
Spain. On the same day, the National Police of
Panama executed an operation that led to the arrest
of the alleged Colombian leader of the Gulf Cartel in
Panama, Manuel Camilo Rentería Lemus, who is
wanted by the US on drug trafficking charges. The
recent arrests, including a notable apprehension of
cocaine in Costa Rica, may temporarily disrupt the
flow of drugs from Central America destined for the
US and Europe.

Submariners are a special Brotherhood,
either all come to the surface or no one does.
On a submarine, the phrase all for one, and one for all
Is not just a slogan, but Reality.
VADM Rudolf Golosov of the Russian Navy
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a good selection of beers until your bus is due!
Good choice of Real Ales including Courage
Directors, Lancaster Bomber & Marstons
Pedigree and other guest beers at a reasonable
price even before the 10% Camra Card discount
of 32p a pint making your Pint under £3 which is
not bad for this country type location with ample
car parking, and pleasant outside layout in the
Summer. Even the ‘Puffs’ are well catered for
with their own outdoor smoking shed with heater
and thankfully like a lot of Green King Pubs they
have completely banned the pretend cigarettes
which appear to make more smoke than some of
the old Frigates and Destroyers in the 1960’s, and
I am always expecting these pretend cigarettes to
blow soot, like similar to a Steam Trains which I
admit I do love despite being disgusting smelling
and dirty contraptions!

Albert Birchnall’s Funeral 24 Feb 2020
Bramcote Crem Wake Erewash Golf Club
There was a good turnout of Alberts family, many
of whom had turned out from around the world to
pay their last respects to this wonderful man who
is now at peace with his beloved Annie who all DS
Members also miss for her perpetual smiling face
and lovely disposition. The family have asked me
to pass on their appreciation to all who attended
and especially appreciated the two Submariner,
RNA and RBL Standards participation as well as
support of DS, Submariners and other ex Service
who attended to Pay their Respects and the kind
condolences of Submariners who had served with
or met Albert, especially at Dieso Boats and
Truculent Memorials in Chatham where he was a
regular over the years. The Wake was held at the
Erewash Valley Golf Club over the border in
Derbyshire where both Albert and Annie were
members (He had 2 holes in 1) and nobody I
aware of had problems with the flooding except
my detour!
RESURGAM

The menu was very extensive and lots of choice
and most unusually the Weds Special Offer was
available all day as some Pubs only have these
offers from 5pm and not eligible for our Lunch
Club meets. The Weds Curry Day with five
options at a fiver a time were the most popular
meal of the day supplied with rice, Nan,
Poppadum’s and mango chutney. Fortunately, no
one spotted my error in the Feb Newsletter menu
when I typed Puppydoms! The Old pensioner
menu now renamed Lunch Date which is a small
Two Course option for £5.50 or three course for
£6.50 is also good value and both Pete Johnson
enjoyed a Prawn Cocktail with Pete having a 4oz
Gammon and myself Hunters ½ Chicken chips
and side salad. Most enjoyed Apple Pie and
custard as second (or third course) but I thought
Summer is coming so had one of the Sundaes
which appeared to have one or two drooling! My
claim that it was a healthy option as it had fruit at
the bottom was poo-poo’d so I conceded it was
not much of a down side having to eat the vanilla
and choc ice cream, flake and crunchie bits to get
at the fruit was not too arduous!

Picture © Brenda Lawson of DS Members

The table top raffle was won by Joyce and with
special permission from the management the
submariners present were allowed to Toast the
Memory of Albert whose Funeral many of us had
attended two days before at Markeaton and as at
the time of our Lunch Club the Family were
holding a private service to place Alberts Ashes
with his beloved Annie who died about three years
ago we wished him the best on his last patrol.

At Albert’s Wake at Erewash Golf Club, which
includes three founding members of SOCA Derby
in 1980 and Stan Smart & myself who joined in
1990’s. Back Row Kevin Lawson (f), Peter
Johnson (f), Terry Hall.
Front Row. Jim Hunt (f) & Stan Smart
DS February Lunch Club 26 Feb 2020
The Kings Corner PH, Oakwood
Another small but pleasant gathering of about a
dozen DS Members and kin and a venue which
looks after us with good food and beer, at a
reasonable cost in a bordering on the countryside
location. Admittedly, only one bus an hour for
those that no longer drive, or choose not to, is not
the best scenario but it is a warm comfy pub with

April Lunch Club was to have been the Freedom
of the City Celebration which was to be held in the
evening at 7pm to give our working members an
opportunity to attend this important Anniversary.
We have sadly had to Cancel the event due to the
Corona Virus outbreak. Suggest we have a bigger
celebration in 2022 the 20th Anniversary??
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Australia ‘Captured’ by Submarine Contract
The Telegraph by AAP Newswire 5 Feb 2020
Australia's decision to hand Naval Group an $80
billion submarine contract without a backup plan left
the nation ‘captured’ by the French company. Ron
Finlay from the Naval Shipbuilding Advisory Board
said the government had compromised its
negotiating power by ‘down-selecting’ to the French
option in 2016. Under questioning by Labour's
Penny Wong at a Senate estimates hearing on
5/2/20, Mr Finlay said naming the French defence
giant without any alternatives had put Australia at a
disadvantage. ‘In my experience, many decades of
negotiating major contracts, if you do not have an
alternative of either going to bidder 'b' or cancelling
the project, yes you are captured in a negotiation
with few options,’ he said. And, that does increase
the number of issues that can become a block to
concluding the negotiations.
The government
announced the selection of Naval Group, then
known as DCNS, for the future submarines project
in April 2016.

Photo Reveals Turkish S/M is First
With New Capability
H I Sutton Forbes & MNA NL Feb 2020
Turkey is emerging as a new player in the
international S/M business.
A Turkish Navy
submarine was spotted passing through Istanbul on
30 Jan with new equipment. Trained eyes spotted
an array of twelve white circles just above the
waterline. This appears to be the business end of
the locally developed Zargana anti-torpedo defence
system. It was spotted via twitter Ship spotters often
report interesting vessels transiting between the
Mediterranean and Black Seas. The Bosporus
Strait goes through Istanbul where the
photographers have easy access to the waterfront.
A lot of Russian military hardware destined for Syria
goes that way for example.
Thanks to an
international law known as the Montreux
Convention, foreign submarines are forbidden to
transit there under most circumstances. So, the
submarines which pass the waiting cameras

Japan Commissions First Soryu-Class
Submarine Equipped with Lithium-ion Batteries
RCN Int Outlook & Jane's, 05 March 2020
On 5 March, the Japan Maritime Self-Defence
Force (JMSDF) commissioned its first Soryuclass diesel-electric attack submarine (SSK), the
JS Oryu (SS 511), equipped with lithium-ion
batteries. The USD $615 million sub is the 11th of
its class, but the first in the world to use lithiumion batteries instead of lead-acid batteries, with
the former able to store considerably more energy
than the latter. The more conventional Soryu
boats have a range of 6,100 nautical miles, and
Oryu and subsequent boats are expected to
exceed this. The final submarine of the Soryu
class is expected to be commissioned in March
2021 and will be similarly equipped with the
improved ion-batteries.
Overall, these
acquisitions are steadily improving the JMSDF's
surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities,
amid growing Chinese navy activity in the region,
and offer Tokyo a potential anti-access option.

This submarine is believed to be TCG Anafartalar
(S356), a German designed Type 209/1400
Preveze Class submarine. It is one of four of the
class which was built locally at the Gölcük Naval
Shipyard. They are going to be given a Turkish
developed mid-life upgrade (MLU) over the next
few years so this new defensive system may be
part of that. The Zargana Countermeasure
System has been developed by Aselsan to
protect submarines from incoming torpedoes. It
does this by launching salvos of acoustic
'deceptors' and 'jammers.' These are small
torpedolike objects which are launched from
tubes under the submarine’s casing. The
deceptors imitate the acoustic and movement
characteristics of the targeted submarine. This
misleads the torpedo into homing in on the wrong
target. Meanwhile the jammers emit a broadband
high-level noise that drowns out the operating
frequencies of most acoustic (sonar) homing
torpedoes. This sort of decoy system is known as
‘soft kill’ in defence circles. Other countries also
load
torpedo
countermeasures
aboard
submarines, although information is hard to come
by about this secretive aspect of underwater
warfare. The Russian Navy has fielded the much
larger ‘Barrier’ system since the Cold War. This
has decoys similar to the Zargana, and may now
also include actual mini-torpedoes which try to hit
the incoming torpedo

The Ensign of Argentine S/M ARA Santa Fe
MNA Newsletter 03 Feb 2020:
Dear Malcolm, One has been advised the flag of
Argentine Submarine ARA Santa Fe is now
located within the collections of the National
Museum of the Royal Navy, NMRN, Portsmouth:
Unfortunately, our request for the return of ARA
Santa Fe's Flag to the Mar Del Plata Submarine
Museum has been rejected by the Museum.
Regardless, thank the MNA, RN Assns, RMA and
individuals for their helpful contact which enabled
the flags location to be finally ascertained.
Perhaps this issue might be considered by the RN
Museum in the future.
Peter Mulvany BCL, HDip Arts Admin. Chair
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RN to Get First Large Autonomous Submarine
H I Sutton Forbes 5 March 2020
The RN have awarded a contract for what may be
the world’s largest underwater drone. Armed
submarine drones are just around the corner and
the U.K.’s RN does not intend to be left behind.
The XLUUV (extra-large uncrewed underwater
vehicle) will be 100 feet long and have the
capacity to be armed. This means that Britain is
joining the U.S. in leading world development of
full-sized underwater combat drones.

One of the most ambitious aspect of the RN
XLUUV is that it will have a range of around 3,450
miles (3,000 nautical miles). This implies a
diesel-electric or air-independent-power (AIP) as
batteries alone are unlikely to be enough. While
100 feet long may sound small for a submarine, it
is massive for an uncrewed boat. If you were to
add the crew space back in it’d be around the
same size as many navies’ submarines. Most
uncrewed underwater vehicles are tiny by
comparison, less than 15 feet long.
The
increased size
will allow the
new craft to
carry substantial
armament such
as
torpedoes
and mines, or
even
smaller
AUVs. The first
vehicle will be an
enlargement
and automation
of the existing
S201 manned
submersible built by MSubs. But the company
offers all-new XLUUV designs including the
Moray. This has a sail like a submarine and can
perform a wide range of roles such as antisubmarine warfare, mine warfare and attacking
surface ships. It also conducts surveillance and
intelligence gathering, and can support Special
Forces. The exact armed roles that the RN has
in mind are unclear, but the Moray may hint at the
direction things are going. China, South Korea
and Japan are known to have large AUVs under
development but nothing of the scale of the Royal
Navy Project.

The news was
shared by Adm
Radakin, First
Sea Lord of the
Admiralty, at the
Underwater
Defence
&
Security
conference
5
Mar 2020. The
event,
taking
place
in
Southampton,
UK, is attended by NATO and NATO-friendly
navies and defence firms. The RN does not have
plans to increase the number of Astute Class
nuclear powered attack submarines or next
generation SSN(R). So XLUUVs could be a
cheaper force multiplier. Having an XLUUV is
significant as it will allow the RN to learn how to
use them. Building them is one challenge,
developing the tactics and doctrine is another.
The future may favour the early movers such as
the RN and U.S. Navy who learn how to use them
effectively.
Steve Hall, Chief Executive of the Society for
Underwater Technology (SUT), says that there
are other challenges which this project will help
the RN overcome. XLUUVs will take the
International Rules of the Road, the maritime law
designed to prevent collisions, into uncharted
territory. And adding an armament will further
complicate the law. This situation is similar to
when armed aerial drones were first being used.
Aerial drones generally have a human in the loop
before the weapon is fired, but this may not be
practical for an autonomous submarine.

S/M Game Changer: Russian Atomic Drones?
H I Sutton Forbes 5 Feb 2020
One of the reasons that U.S. Navy S/M’s operate
so effectively is because of their large crews of
over 100 people, which can deal with
emergencies and keep the submarine at sea for
months on end. Russian subs have smaller
crews and generally don’t stay at sea for as long.
But, if the robotics revolution pushes us towards
uncrewed subs, will Russia have an advantage?
Autonomous underwater vehicles (AUVs) are a
hot topic. As well as spy missions, they are
increasingly being considered to fulfil missions
currently requiring manned submarines. The
U.S. Navy's Orca XLUUV (extra-large unmanned
underwater vehicle) pushes the boundaries of
AUV technology into the traditional submarine
space. But Orca is a long way short of the current
front-line fast attack submarines. Largely this is
because it relies on a diesel engine to power
itself. Proper submarines, at least in the U.S.

The contract has been awarded to U.K. based
MSubs Ltd, part of the Submergence Group. The
company has a history of building midget
submarines and large autonomous underwater
vehicles. Customers include the U.S. Navy
SEALs, whose new Dry Combat Submersible
(DCS) is entering service. The U.S. Navy’s own
XLUUV, the Orca, is being built by Boeing
however.
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context, are nuclear powered. This gives them
greater power and virtually unlimited range. And
they do not have to come near the surface to
recharge their batteries. This, generally, makes
them harder to detect and gives them a better
chance of escaping if they are detected.

submarines. That influenced their design in lots
of ways, so a completely new reactor project
would be needed. And new projects would have
to overcome funding and human resourcing
challenges. Not to mention a likely environmental
backlash. So, whether completely unattended
nuclear reactors on autonomous submarines is a
good idea or not, it’s something you are likely to
see in the Russian Navy long before any western
power.
Submergence Group & M Subs Ltd

(Awarded contract for RN Project See Page 17)
These are sister-companies that specialize in the
design, manufacture and operation of manned
and unmanned submersibles for military and
commercial markets. Operating from Plymouth
(UK) and Roundrock Texas, our experienced
team possesses skills in mechanical and
electrical engineering, composites design and
manufacture, electronics and software design,
and offshore operations.

So, could a nuclear-powered attack submarine be
fully automated? For the Russians, maybe it
could.
Russia has been investing in fully
autonomous underwater nuclear power plants.
The first which comes to mind powers the
ginormous Poseidon inter-continental nuclearpowered nuclear-armed autonomous torpedo.
Yet despite often being described as a drone, it's
a weapon. It's designed for a one-way trip and
doesn't have many of the features normally
associated with regular submarine operations.

MSubs’ Unmanned Underwater Vehicles (UUVs)
are designed to be affordable and easy to operate
and maintain. Our UUV hull designs are based
on our manned submersibles, enabling most
systems and components to be within the
pressure hull. This enables MSubs UUV’s to be
maintained and replenished without recovery,
reducing turnaround time.
Additionally, by
utilising Submergence Group’s SUBNAVSYS
integrated bridge system, MSubs’ larger UUVs
can be operated either manned or unmanned.

But Russia has another autonomous underwater
reactor intended for continuous operation. The
Autonomous Nuclear Turbine Generator (ATGU)
is to power seabed infrastructure under the ice
cap. But Russia's Malachite design bureau has
proposed using it in regular submarines intended
for under-ice operations.
The ‘Service
Submarine’ would still have a crew, but that is for
the rest of its mission. The ATGU itself and the
propulsion machinery is completely unattended.
So, Russia could combine the ATGU with drone
technology to create the world’s first uncrewed
nuclear-powered attack submarine.

MASTT
The Mobile Anti-Submarine Training
Target. Unmanned Underwater Vehicle (UUV) was
built in response to the US Navy’s request for a
rapid prototype, low cost UUV for Anti-Submarine
Warfare (ASW) training.
It also provides an
optimum platform for conducting threat detection
analysis training as well as countermeasure and
torpedo system testing. The MASTT UUV is towed

Removing humans from the equation doesn’t just
save space, it massively reduces the power
requirements. According to Rachel Pawling, who
teaches naval architecture at University College
London, upwards of 30% of a submarine’s power
consumption, besides propulsion, is devoted to
keeping its crew alive. That spans life support to
lighting to frozen food. Such an autonomous
attack submarine would likely be limited
compared to current nuclear-powered attack
submarines. But it would benefit from unlimited
endurance (as long as nothing malfunctions),
lower cost and, to an extent, it would be
expendable. And it would be inherently more
powerful than even the largest non-nuclear AUVs
are likely to be. How long it will take the West to
develop such technology? Current Western
submarine nuclear reactors were built for crewed

to the operation area and then released to execute
the required mission profiles in support of tactical
training evolutions. The MASTT UUV design and
build phase began in Oct 2010 and was completed
in Nov 2011, just 13 months later. In Dec 2011 the
MASTT UUV arrived at the US Navy Acoustic
Research Detachment (ARD) facility in Idaho and
successfully completed an extensive 11 month
testing and evaluation program. Naval Undersea
Warfare Centre (NUWC) San Diego accepted
MASTT 1 in Dec 2012 where it remains operational.
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NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK 2

The Response back From Wayne. Terry Hall, You
wouldn’t see Rainbow back East, she was west
coast. Served 2 war patrols in Far East and I was
4-year old when she first went to sea. Where there
is a Tot I want Sippers, Upper Lippers and Birthday
Swig. Shared the final tot for you blokes with HMS
Glamorgan when she was in Pearl Harbour, and of
course in Rainbow. A dit for you. On one Pearl
Harbour trip we had a US Marine invited to enjoy.
He was a generous soul. He brought a 26 of 151
OP Rum onboard to share with us. We used it for
mix. True dit that. R AR Wayne
Editor: The R AR was in morse code on the original
but no problem to an ex RN CRS!!

Wayne King from Canada You may be correct
in everything you say. But, I seem to remember
the Barbels would have come with 10-years of
parts. They were also much roomier. A lot less
ladders too. I toured one at our 50th and found
myself going up and down more often. As an old
Rainbow hand, I would have loved to have them
around me. Wayne King
Editor: I confess the design and decks of the
Upholder Class were a shock to a P&O
Submariner when you first went onboard one.
The Upholder Class have always been
controversial as I understand it. I never served on
one though did time on A, P & O Class then briefly
the Nuc's with the Swiftsure Class. I did a couple
of visits on them in Dolphin in the early nineties
before they were laid up. The next mention of
them was in October 2004 when I was in Liverpool
at the SA Submariners Reunion at the Adelphi
Hotel, when the main guest - FOSM was recalled
to Northwood to co-ordinate the rescue and
assistance operation for HMCS Chicoutimi, on its
way home and suffered the fire due to adverse
weather and a goffer down the fin to the control
room. At the Reunion Dinner a collection was
taken for the family of the Officer that lost his life,
which rather put a damper on the reunion
weekend. Without going into the pros and cons of
the Upholder Class all the RN Submariners I know
who served on them have said they were not
given enough time to get them right and of course
government purse strings dictated the RN could
have four new dieso boats or two nuclear's, and
they took the American option of one nuclear
infrastructure
on
cost
not
considering
Conventional and Nuclear's are too completely
different vessels, both on use and cost!

The Friends of the S/M Museum Enquiry reply
2: See Page 9 this edition for the photograph.
From: Christopher Dawson, Hon Sec &Treasurer
SA Middlesex: Hello Terry, The Lt Cdr is the spitting
image of Matthew Todd, CO of SETT in the 60's.
Cannot help with the rest. Yours aye, Chris B
Jean-Pierre Misson, Bruxelles Re; Rear Admiral
George Walter Gillow Simpson CB, CBE (6 Jun
1901-2 March 1972) Past FOSM & Quote: ‘How
would Posterity and the Youth of Britain remember
my men who had died in such a desperate battle?
Unless they were told the story, they would have
nothing to remember’. Unquote. He became
commander of the 10th Submarine Flotilla, based at
Malta in January 1941, during the WWII, in which
role his mission was to prevent enemy supplies
reaching North Africa
JP Misson 2020. It is imperative the Name, the
True Story and the Exact Position of the many
British Submarines, sonar-located off the coast at
Marsa el Hilal Libya and
off Tabarka Tunisia
between 2012 and 2015,
be now revealed: HMS
Tetrarch,
Urge,
Talisman, Utmost, P222,
Tigris,
Thunderbolt,
Turbulent & Usurper.
The British MoD ought to
admit the wreck of HMS
Urge lies at Marsa el
Hilal Libya. The Claim they have validated (that the
wreck of HMS Urge has been found off Malta).
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/news-and-latestactivity/news/2019/october/31/191031-ww2submarine-urge-found-off-malta is simply a
disgraceful deception! The families of the missing
submariners deserve being told nothing but the
Truth, and those who organised this crass
deception ought to be called to account.

I served 1966-1996 serving on boats in the 1970's
including several times with the Canadian
Oberon's when we were up in Faslane. We were
up North from our SM2 base as workup boat
when Okanogan lost her No-Claims Bonus when
she was doing Perisher running, and damage to
her fin was really extensive. Still quite surprised
at the number of photos of this incident in Faslane
on the internet being as we were not allowed
cameras in those days and certainly no mobile
phones with a camera then! I do remember the
RCN kept their Tot after we had lost it fifty years
ago this year, so it was always good to be called
round to a RCN boat.

Editor: It has been disappointing that the MoD have
been Radio Silenced in responses to JP’s claims,
which he is obviously deeply sad and distressed by
the MoD response which is printed in full on page 20
of this newsletter for you to draw your own
conclusions of why the reluctance to ID these boats?

I do not remember coming across the Rainbow,
though the google history I have just read is a
credit to such an old running boat especially with
your comments.
Thanks again for the
constructive feedback to our newsletter.
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6. Your assertion that ‘Platon Alexiades’ had
already influenced the MoD on this specific matter
is refuted in the absence of any evidence. A search
of the MoD records failed to find any
correspondence or evidence that could support your
assertion. It is not appropriate for MoD to become
involved in your disputes with third parties.

Response to JP Misson
With regards HMS Urge from
Command Secretary Policy Secretariat MoD UK
Dear M. Misson,
1. We have consulted with our subject matter
experts and are now in a position to answer your
ernails. ln summary, you believe that:

7. The reason that you did not receive responses to
some of your emails was due to Mr Kelsalls email
account closing a few months after he moved roles.
Since then, the department has adopted the policy
of encouraging the use of group mail boxes to help
avoid emails becoming lost. I am sorry for the
inconvenience and frustration you must have felt at
not receiving any replies during that time.

a The wreck discovered by Francls Dickinson and
the University of Malta is the wreck of HMS P36
and/or other submarine wrecks.
b. You discovered the wreck of HMS Urge off the
coast of Libya {32o 54'48"N 22o,11' 24”E).
2.. A part of the evidence to support your assertion
that the wreck of HMS Urge lies off the coast of Libya
el Hilal is that ‘Practically all documents about Urge
{lnternet, Books) indicate Marsa El Hilal 29/4/42." It
has been noted that you have shared your theory
about HMS Urge's location on a number of websites,
e.g forums and articles. Consequently, this would
affect internet search results, but does not provide
clear evidence of the final resting place of HMS Urge.
The article in Storia Militare explores a 'possible
reconstruction' and Wikipedia entries are only as
reliable as the last person who updated the page, so
neither source offer solid evidence for your claim.

8. The MoD rarely supports private diving projects,
other than to remind prospective divers and
explorers of any restrictions on touching or entering
our Sovereign immune wrecks. The only funding
the MoD has to expend on wrecks, is for surveying
and making safe any wreck that may become a
hazard to shipping and/or the environment. All MoD
wrecks wherever in the world they lie, should be left
undisturbed in respect of those who lost their lives.
9. It is unlikely that the wreck discovered by the
University of Malta and Mr Dickinson is that of HMS
P36 as they had previously identified that wreck. In
addition, HMS P36 was towed to sea and sank in
position 358o St Elmo light 9.95 miles in 81 fathoms

3. A.S. Evans book (Beneath the Waves),
suggested two possibilities for the fate of HMS Urge
from ‘La Lotta Antisommergibile; (Rorne: 0fficio
Storico Della lrllarina Militare: 1978), but offered no
evidence to support either theory. The distance
between Malta and Marsa el Hilal is approximately
420 miles. To be in position at the time of the air
attacks, HMS Urge would have had to travel on the
surface at approximately 6 knots. This would be
highly unusual because at that time, submarines
normally travelled submerged during the day and
surfaced at night to recharge batteries’

10 The questions and concerns you have about the
sonar and dive images provided by the University of
Malta should be addressed to that organisation.
They are best placed to describe the angle of
filming, and any foreign objects (e.g. anchors or
lines), signs of corrosion or environmental changes
that may have affected the condition of the wreck
site over time. Equally, any comments you may
have about the project team members should also
be addressed to the University.

4. The side-scan sonar image you have submitted
is not conclusive evidence that the object in the scan
is HMS Urge. Higher resolution Scans and visual
images would prove beyond doubt that a specific
submarine wreck had been discovered. It is
appreciated that the political instability in the area is
preventing any further exploration and is hampering
Your research.

11. This reply may come as a disappointment to
you, but in the absence of indisputable evidence,
the MoD has nothing further to add. Due to the
volume of correspondence (including 557 images
and links) since December, the Department will not
be entering into further correspondence with you
regarding HMS Urge, unless there is new and
conclusive evidence such as high-resolution
imagery and scans, made of the wreck sites after
October 2019. This will exclude resubmitting the
same images presented in a different way e.g.
change in notation. Should new high-resolution
imagery or scans be made at the Marsa el Hilal or
Malta wreck sites, they will be given due
consideration. Yours sincerely LD of MoD

5. The Ministry of Defence's (MOD) stance at the
time of the loss of HMS Urge was that it was most
likely that she struck one of the mines that were laid
in the approaches to Malta. The information
submitted by the University of Malta and Mr
Dickinson was scrutinised and the MOD concluded
that it seemed reasonable that it was most likely that
the wreck they discovered, is that of HMS Urge.
Consequently, the MOD's position remains
unchanged, notwithstanding any claims from the
media or other parties.
The MOD will only
reconsider its position upon receipt of indisputable
evidence confirming or disproving the claim.

Editor: It would be nice to establish the truth of the
mystery Submarines all resting on the bottom off North
Africa; if only to just know their final resting place, and
protect them from being disturbed if possible.
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Royal Marines Prepare for World's
Most Dangerous Row
C. Edmunds For Mailonline 7 March 2020
An epic 3,700-mile, 60-day journey from New York
to London to raise money for veterans, Four
Marines aim to become the first team to row
between New York and London, Along with helping
veterans the crew aim to raise awareness of ocean
plastics & They will have a relentless rowing routine
of two hours rowing, two hours resting

Royal Navy Completes Unmanned Equipment
Trials in Arctic Conditions
RCN Outlook & Naval News, 09 Mar 2020
The Royal Navy (RN) conducted successful
unmanned equipment tests in an operational
environment for the first time in Norway. The fourday Exercise Autonomy Advance Force tested
several autonomous systems covering all elements
of the maritime domain, including the Mast-13 force
protection boat, conventional and heavy-lift aerial
drones, and the Remus unmanned sub-surface
vehicle. The exercise was coordinated by Royal
Marines small boat specialists 47 Commando from
HMS Albion, and also involved the RN's
autonomous accelerator NavyX, and the office for
the Chief Technology Officer. During the testing,
HMS Albion was fitted with an artificial intelligence
system to control the unmanned vehicles. The RN
intends on integrating these technologies within to
augment the RN's capabilities, as well as lessen the
costs inherent to manned platforms.

A team of Marine Commandos are to take on a
death-defying record-breaking challenge which will
see them rowing from New York to London. The
four Marines, who are part of the Ocean Revival
2020 team, will attempt the feat in May over a period
of 60 days as they aim to go down in the history
books as the first team to row between New York
and London. The group are taking on the challenge
to raise awareness of the amount of plastic in our
oceans and also to raise funds for the RM Family.
The team's plans to row across the North Atlantic
Ocean is a feat that only 57 people in history have
achieved. The crossing has been attempted a total
of 72 times, 6 rowers have died, with 29 successes
and over 43 failures.

Derbyshire Submariners Early Booking
Opportunity for Trafalgar Dinner
A Full Detail booking form will be printed in this
April Issue of the Trade Journal and will be issued
with the DS AGM Pack for April. As promised, it
will be on the lines of past years with a price
freeze but without the subsidy to members due to
our dimishing funds, but we will be charging
£25pp and £50 per couple which still equates to
the £5 per member subsidy for bookings for two.
Not asking for choices until April, but a Deposit of
£10 pp to DS quoting Ref Traf2020 and Full
Payment by 1 Aug would be appreciated At
time of writing this article you will be aware that
the Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is a new
unknown factor but events such as this have to
be planned well in advance.

The hardy Marines are Dom Rogers, Joel McGlynn,
Ian Clinton and Matt Mason. The foursome will
have a relentless rowing routine of two hours rowing
and two hours resting for up to 60 days. They will
also have to contend with the extremes of the North
Atlantic, including its unpredictable weather
systems, sea sickness and sleep deprivation. To
date the crew has raised £45,000 for two charities,
Plastic Oceans UK and The RM Charity.
The RM Charity seeks to help the wounded and
injured, supports individual serving and retired
Royal Marines and helps those serving and facing
successive tours in high threat environments by
providing adventure training for those returning from
operations, funding homecoming events, financing
memorials and maintaining their heritage.

The Bottom Line is that that we have to plan,
based on bookings and your requirements and
the decision to bale out to save loss of what we
have to pay may have to be taken. What I can
assure you is Derbyshire Submariners WILL
REFUND all bookings paid, in full if we do not pay
for your meal. Our contingency at present is to
run until June, when we reconsider the CV Virus
impact of us being able to continue, OR the
numbers booked as to whether we can postpone
until next year Traf Dinner retaining our deposit
and liability as opposed to cancelling outright. I
appeal to all members to SUBMIT A BOOKING
NOW with the low risk £10 Deposit as it says on
the form and if it goes pear shape, which we really
do not hope, then we will even endeavour to
refund that. No, one can foresee whether by
October this CV will be under control, or that the
Hotel will still be able to honour the booking, OR
we will be allowed to hold the function, but
PLEASE, take a Chance; Your Mother Did!

All the Crew are former RM Commandos; Matt
Mason is a serving Royal Marine who has
completed three tours of Afghanistan, Counter
Piracy and Narcotic Operations in the Middle East,
as well as training multiple foreign forces around
both Africa and the Gulf. Joel McGlynn served in
Afghanistan with Matt, Ian and Dom. Dom Rogers
completed a tour of Afghanistan, along with an
Arctic Warfare Survival Package and numerous
Mountain training packages in his 5 years of service.
Ian Clinton, is a former RM Commando who served
in 45 Cdo alongside Matt, Joel and Dom.
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exert authority for change and work alongside the
Office for Veterans' Affairs as well as the MoD and
NHS England. The Charity sector is under threat
due to reduction in membership organisation
numbers, profile of the AF is diminishing and hence
less supporters/donations as well as a move from
HMRC, Information Commissioners Office and
Charity Commission from supporter to regulator.
Cobseo therefore provide a range of free resources
to ensure membership organisations can keep up to
date and demonstrate good governance, Both Roy
and Caroline are happy to help (and not judge),
contact them for advice and support on 0207 811
3225 or 020 3846 1124 or at www.cobseo.org.uk

CONFERENCE OF
NAVAL ASSNS
13 March 2020
Minutes Conference of
Naval Assn’s
Held in the Nelson Room, Royal Maritime Club,
Portsmouth on Thursday 12 Mar 2020. Chairman:
Vice Adm John McAnally CB LVO, Chairman of
CONA Working Group: Captain Bill Oliphant, RN,
Secretary: Sarah Clewes. There were 25 Assn
Representatives Present.
Item 1 - Chair’s Opening Rmks: The Chairman
welcomed all to the Royal Maritime Club (RMC) and
introduced our guests.

Item 5 CONA Conference held in Sep 2019
Feedback: The interactive format of the Conference
was well received. We heard from the following
Organisations in 2019:
Royal Naval Benevolent Trust (RNBT) New Care
Home in Portsmouth. See www.rnbt.org.uk
Prostate Cancer UK
Contact them
at
prostatecanceruk.org to arrange a presentation for
your members
Veterans Hearing Support – in a state of flux due to
issues around ongoing funding.
Defence Medical Welfare Services support for both
the serving and Veteran community. See details of
Projects at www.dmws.org.uk/veterans

Item 2 - Introduction from the RNA General
Secretary, Capt Bill Oliphant RN: Bill has been in
post as RNA General Sec since Dec 18, he provided
a short summary of his naval career for those new to
this meeting; he is also a proud member of the HMS
Fisgard Assn, remembering his roots before his long
and successful career as a Logistics Officer! Aware
of the importance of CONA and shared challenges
for membership organisations; diminishing numbers
and lack of new members due to the fact that some
ships/Branches no longer exist. RNA continues to
offer support, this is most definitely not a takeover bid
but an offer of options to ensure resilience and
sustainability whilst retaining identity. Camaraderie
and communication bind us together and the RNA
feels increased responsibility to support and
collaborate with CONA members.

Item 6 - Short Reports from Attendees Whilst
some assns are thriving and growing, common
themes were delivering reunions and committee
meetings albeit to reduced membership numbers
and attendance. Recent advice and guidance issued
in advance of this meeting relating to Coronavirus will
undoubtedly impact events planned in the
forthcoming months; more than ever, we should
engage with our fellow Shipmates, by phone or
Facetime, especially if they are frail and/or elderly.

Item 3 – Presentation by WO1 (WO) Mick
Turnbull, The Fleet Cdr’s WO
ONA were
honoured and delighted to hear from the Fleet Cdr’s
WO a newly created post and part of navy command
transformation programme. WO Turnbull works
alongside the WO of the Naval Service as well as
those of 1st and 2nd Sea Lord’s, a change from the
former fighting arm WO’s and a shift to a naval force
focus.
He shared some details around
transformation outputs and enforced messages
delivered by 1st Sea Lord, in 2019, around Carrier
Strike Force and future Commando Force; more
details Here Fascinated by the details of WO
Turnbull’s varied and extensive career, from joining
the RN at the age of 16 in 1986 as a Jnr Seaman
2nd Class, joining the Submarine Service, then
moving to become an Aircraft Controller, graduating
with a Master of Arts in Naval History to being a
regular member of the RN/RM Martial Arts Team,
competing at Inter-Service level in full and semicontact. He answered a number of questions
relating to the modern navy and the need for work
life balance, watch manning systems and retaining
serving personnel.

Opportunity for Role as military adviser role for Das
Boot, please contact Ian Vickers for further details of
i.vickers3@ntlword.com
Item 7 - Chairman of the CONA Working Group –
Commemorations: As General Sec of the RNA, Bill
expressed his enthusiasm for extending the benefits
of membership of the RNA and wider CONA. To
that end he extended an invitation to all CONA
Members to join the RNA at a variety of events in
2020.
A.O.B. Sarah Clewes leaves next month and was
thanked for all her efforts over the years
Date of next Meeting: 11 Sept 2020 CONA Clear
Lower Deck Conference, RM Club, Portsmouth.
Sarah Clewes CONA Secretary
We have recently moved to: RNA Central Office,
1/87 Scott Road, HMN Naval Base
Portsmouth PO1 3LU.
Phone 023 9272 3747 and speak to Andy or Nigel
or Email admin@royalnavalassoc.com

Item 4 – Presentation by Cobseo Caroline Wood
(Head of Membership & Finance) and Roy Brown
(Director of Governance Support) After providing
an overview of the purpose, vision and mission,
Caroline also shared how Cobseo can exert
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DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS
Trafalgar Night Dinner Application Form
6:30 PM for 7 PM FRIDAY 23rd OCTOBER 2020
The Hallmark Hotel, Midland Road, Derby, DE1 2SQ
TRAFALGAR DINNER MENU 2020
Course 1.

STARTER

S1 Roasted Plum tomato Soup & Croutons (v)
S2 Smooth Chicken Liver Parfait & Chutney
S3 Duo of Melon & Mango Coulis (v)

M1
M2
M3
M4

P1
P2
P3

Course 2. MAIN COURSE
Traditional Roast Beef
Traditional Roast Chicken Dinner
Sea Salt Crusted Salmon
Asparagus Risotto with Rocket TBC
Or contact Terry Hall for Options
Course 3. PUDDING
Traditional Apple Pie & Custard
Cheese Board
Fruit Salad

Guests are by invite only, but none DS Submariners with a guest or
serving Submariners welcome. The menu offers a good choice for each
course, and Vegetarians and Gluten Free will be individually handled,
giving something for all tastes? The venue is level from the car park to our
private room, which is towards the rear of the hotel with bar and toilets
nearby. You are however requested to book early please to avoid
disappointment. This is a mixed function, and both ladies and gentlemen
are welcome to attend.
Please mark your choice clearly with a choice from the box shown e.g. S2,
M1 etc and any problems please advise. If you desire M4 could you
contact me direct for available choices. Tea & Coffee will be served at the
end of the meal. Full Bar Facilities will be available throughout the evening
and House Wine can be pre-ordered at a reduced price of £15 a bottle
which is over a £5 discount from the bar price, so it is very beneficial to
pre-order and have them on your table ready for you. The Traditional
Toasts will be undertaken with Port and a Tot Time sponsored by Tony
Greaves. We will of course have our normal surprises that the Derbyshire
Submariners are renowned for; and a grand raffle on the evening

This Application Form is Open to None DS Members with
Limited Places on a first come First Served Basis at the
Discretion of the DS Executive Committee

1- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Name* _________________________________________ (PLEASE PRINT ON THE WHOLE FORM)
Address:

____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number (Home)________________________ Mobile Phone No. ____________________________
Email ____________________________________ Contact DS Sec for Alternative Hotel Options only Inn on Contract
(If Parking at Hallmark Hotel/Inn you must register your vehicle at appropriate reception for FREE PARKING)
Note Options: Pay in Full or take the Option of £10 Booking pp & pay the balance before 1 August 2020)
Please
Book

Full Name Ensure your TITLE, FIRST & LAST are in Block
Capitals

Starter
choice
S1–S3

Main Crse
choice
M1–M4

Sweet
choice
P1–P3

TOTAL
COST

£25
£25
£25
£25

*1
*2
*3
*4
House
House Red/White £15 each
Red:
White:
Please indicate no of bottles
Wine
Hallmark Inn
Twin / Double £69.50 B&B – Single
Single
Double
Accommodation
£49.00 B&B
Friday Night 23/10 Accom is at the Hallmark Inn Free Parking
Please ensure First & Surname entered are legible in Print for Place Settings Purposes
Requests

Total Wine
Cost

£

Twin

£

TOTAL
PAID

e.g. Diet requests/Whom you wish to be seated with/or not, as the case may be?

All Cheques to be made payable to :- Derbyshire Submariners
Please complete The Form with remittance and return to:
Terry Hall, Branch Treasurer, Derbyshire Submariners
69 Station Road, Stanley Village, Nr Ilkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 6FB
Version One

1 March 2020
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£

DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS DIARY

2020

03 Sept
04 Sept
04 Sept
11 Sept

Merchant Navy Day. 10:30 for 11am Dy Market Pl
DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30
Coffee Morning RBL Oakwood 10-12 Dy Council Hse
Coffee Morning WFR 10-12 Derby Council Hse

14 Sept
30 Sep

D&D Ex Svc Meeting Council House 10:30am
Coffee Morning RNA 10-12 Derby Council Hse
Luncheon Club The Oak & Acorn Oakwood

02 Oct

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30

23 Oct
23Oct
25 Oct

RNC Trafalgar Parade 11:40 Cathedral Green
DS Trafalgar Night Dinner Edale Rm, Hallmark Hotel
Retard Clocks 1 Hr at 02:00am

TBC
TBC
04 Nov
08 Nov
11 Nov

25 Nov

DS Meeting Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30
Submariners Embankment Parade, London
Chaddesden Children’s Svc, Chadd Park 09:30am
Remembrance Sunday Svc’s Various Locations
DS Armistice Day 11/11 Submariners Services
10am Meet Main Entrance to convoy to 1st Grave
ERA John Brooks C16 & Sig Charles Buttle C25
Armistice Day – Nottm Road Soldiers Corner
11 am Derby & District Service
DS Armistice Day Coffee Morning Jubilee Club
O/C Soldiers Corner Service approx 11:20hrs
Lunch Club Bartlewood Lodge, Ockbrook

04 Dec
05 Dec
09 Dec
12 Dec

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30
Army Cadet Band Xmas Concert, Trent Collage TBC
Christmas Lunch Weds Noon Ventue TBC
Band of Derby Army Cadet Force Long Eaton

18 Sept

25 Mar
29 Mar

Luncheon Club The Blue Jay,
Cancelled CV
Advance Clocks 1 Hr at 02:00am

06 Apr
08 Apr

Badajoz Day, (Hoisting Red Tunic) Derby 1045
DS AGM Jubilee Club
Postponed UFN

TBA Apr
10-13 Apr
23 Apr
24 Apr
26 Apr
27 Apr
TBC

3rd Dieso Leic Reunion Postponed until 2021
Good Friday BH & Easter Monday
11am Mayor lays St Georges Day Red Rose Wreath
Freedom of City Dinner The Park, Toby Carvery
7pm FoC evening Meal
Cancelled CV
Annual St George’s Day Scouts Parade & Cathedl
D&D Ex Svc Meeting Council House 10:30am
LCpl Parker VC RMLI Parade & Lunch Stapleford

01 May
08 May
27 May

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Cancelled CV
VE Day Derby Victory Day Parade Market Place
Luncheon Club The Paddock
Cancelled CV

05 Jun
22 Jun
24 Jun
26 Jun
26 Jun
27 Jun

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Cancelled CV
Armed Forces Day Flag Raising Derby TBC
Luncheon Club Newdigate Arm, West Hallam
Coffee Morning D&D 10-12 The Spot Derby
D&D AFD Week Lunch The Masonic Hall Littlover
Saturday Armed Forces Day AFD Derby Market Pl
AFD Event Derby Market Pl 10-4:30pm

27 Jun

Armed Forces Day, TBA

03 Jul
04 Jul

04 Jul
05 Jul
11-18 Jul
29 Jul

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30
78th Anny W5795 Bomber Memorial Stanley Village
11am Churchyard. Battle of Britain Flypast Applied For.
PM Stanley Village Gala with WWII Military Theme
Buxton Military Tattoo, Devonshire Dome 2-7pm
Crich Stand Memorial Svc & Parade
Combined Svcs Gun Run Comp Mickleover RBL
Luncheon Club The New Inn, Little Eaton

01 Aug
31/7-3/7

TS Kenya Open Day TBC
Dieso Boats Reunion. DBR Sat 1/8 Plymouth

07 Aug
07 Aug
14 Aug
21 Aug
26 Aug

DS Meeting. No DS Meeting in August
Coffee Morning TS Kenya 10-12 Derby Council Hse
VJ Day no events advised at this time
Rearranged SA AGM/SA Reunion at Kegworth
Luncheon Club TBA
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11 Nov
11 Nov

STOP PRESS
Leicester Dieso Boat Reunion
Hi Terry, sadly there will be no
EM DBR this year. Lack of
attendance by our brethren
warrants a break, but. I will be
organising one next year, 2021.
I'll further details to you nearer
the time. Regards Ralph
SA AGM & Reunion due 21/3
No Derbyshire Members booked, but advising it has
been postponed until 21 Aug 2020 as advised by
email to all SA Derbyshire Members. The Affray
Annual Service is also cancelled as ALL Social
Programmes and events per the National News.
NEWSLETTERS ONLINE
Current & One year Back Issues on Derbyshire
Submariners Web Page
http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html

Views & comments of this newsletter do not always
reflect the official policy, or the decisions of the
Derbyshire Submariners

