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A POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

The Drop in the Petrol Price 
during Lock Down. 
Is like a Bald Man 

Winning a Hair Brush 
 

EDITORIAL 
 

I am Not Bored by any means, and the CV has 
seen me taking up PT which I have never liked!!  I 
was just about to pen this before I go and do my 
Daily PT.  OK, NOT Physical Training, but Personal 
Tottering around my garage and garden as Pubs 
Terminated!  I hope this NL finds you all safe & well? 
 

You will hopefully see that the Black Tot Day in July 
is featured on page 20?  I would appreciated to have 
input of those over 65 who even if not drawing a tot 
will email, write, telephone where they were on that 
day the RN changed for ever on 31 July 1970, and 
a little dit?  I was in Hong Kong and the local Ton 
Class Squadron paraded around the Naval Base 
with a Funeral Carriage with the Rum Tub on, and 
Tropical Routine was enhanced by a make-a-mend 
from 11am Tot Time to possibly prevent a mutiny?   
The China Fleet Club made a fitting venue for the 
Wake, or what I remember of it!  Send in your dits 
for the July edition! 
 

June Newsletter is a bumper edition due to the 
onset of CV in March things got out of kilter.  I 
personally have been on ‘Lock Down’ since 3 Dec 
when not connected with CV I was under the 
hospital after surgery and as I was recovering end 
of February the dreaded CV lurgy hit us.  Hopefully, 
I have hit the right subjects you the DS readers have 
given me feedback you enjoy reading and as most 
of us are on Lock Down until 1 July and those 
working it seems with furlough, phased back to work 
do not know if they are on their heads or heels!  You 
know its bad when several of our long time Derby 
County supporters no longer renew season tickets! 
 

Thank you for the kind feed-back on the newsletter 
both from DS Members and others who have it 
passed onto them from many other sources.  Sadly, 
the Armed Forces appear to have changed their email 
addresses, and to date it is obviously still confidential, 
As not advised to me?  DS Members please keep in 
touch with Colin Chair, Kevin Vice Chair or myself as 
Secretary/Welfare that you are OK now & again? 
 

Terry Hall 
The Trade Journal Newsletter Editor 

Hon. Sec/Treasurer, Derbyshire Submariners’ 
Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk 
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WELFARE MATTERS 
 

THE SUBMARINE FUND 
A small but historic milestone was achieved on 3 
Apr 20 when the Royal Navy & Royal Marines 
Charity Submarine Fund (RNRMC-SMF) Board 
convened its inaugural meeting (by conference call) 
to endorse the Fund and its key objectives: 
1.  Welfare and well-being (which includes mental 
health) of all Submariners (serving and veteran) and 
their families; 
2.  Submarine ethos, morale of all ranks of, or 
serving with, the Submarine Service including the 
provision of recreational facilities, amenities and 
other goods and services not provided out of public 
funds;    3.  Submarine Heritage. 
The launch of the RNRMC-SMF was coincident with 
the departure of the fourth of the seven Astute Class 
submarines, HMS AUDACIOUS from Barrow and 
her arrival in her new Base Port of HMNB Clyde on 
7 Apr 20.   
 

The RNRMC-SMF represents the first occasion 
when the various charitable organisations from 
across the Submarine Community (Serving 
submariners, Submarine Association, We 
Remember Submariners, Friends of the Submarine 
Museum and the Perisher Club) have aligned to 
support the delivery of agreed objectives under the 
umberella of the RNRMC.  With the help and 
expertise of the RNRMC and members of the 
Submarine Community, all submariners will benefit 
from the shared management of the RNRMC-SMF.  
Members will be able to apply for grants and support 
from both the RNRMC and RNRMC-SMF who in 
turn can access additional support from other 
Service Charities and organisations.  The 
Submarine Community is breaking new ground 
demonstrating how communities can and are 
helping themselves; the RNRMC-SMF may provide 
a model for how other specialisations and the 
RNRMC will evolve. 
 

Information about grant applications and donations 
can be made via the RNRMC website 
www.RNRMC.org.uk or direct from the respective 
SMF Board ‘organisations’.  Donations, direct debits 
and/or bequests can be made direct to the RNRMC 
specifying that the donations are specifically for the 
Submarine Service or RNRMC-SMF. 
 

There is no intent for the SMF to replace any of the 
existing organisations but rather to support and 
enhance their ability to deliver the agreed objectives 
for members and dependants of our community.  
The SMF Board will meet 2-3 times a year and/or as 
required to ensure that support and income 
generation is being delivered.  However, while the 
RNRMC-SMF is in its infancy it is important that we 
optimise opportunities to generate income and do 
not duplicate expenditure from different areas from 
across our community.   
 

Minutes from the Board meeting are available from 
the various representatives and a Submarine 

 Community communications plan is being 
developed by the staff of the Head of Fighting Arm.  
We believe this is an exciting period in our history 
as we bring our members closer together, to look 
after one another and honour our history, we 
welcome your support in ensuring the success of 
this endeavour.  Stay safe and well. 
John Weale Chair SMF 
A Bell   CEO RNRMC 
 

PHISHING EMAIL WARNING 
J, Nevin (Police,Cyber Protect Officer,Derbyshire) 
We have received reports about sextortion phishing 
emails in Derbyshire and Nationally.  Sextortion 
scams are a type of phishing attack whereby people 
are coerced to pay a Bitcoins ransom because they 
have been threatened with sharing video of 
themselves visiting adult websites.  These scams 
are made to appear all the more credible because 
they provide seemingly plausible technical details 
about how this was achieved, and the phish can 
sometimes also include the individual’s password. 
 

Phishes are designed to play on people’s emotions 
so that they will behave in a way which is out of 
character, and scams such as this are no different. 
The phisher is gambling that enough people will 
respond so that their scam is profitable; they do not 
know if you have a webcam, have been visiting adult 
websites, or the means by which you communicate 
with people; in short, they are guessing.  The 
phisher hopes to emotionally trigger people so that 
they will ‘take the bait’ and pay the ransom.  As with 
other phishes, our advice is not to engage with the 
phisher, delete the email and report to: 
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/report-phishing. 
 

Do not be tempted to pay the BitCoin ransom, doing 
so will likely encourage more scams as the phisher 
will know they have a ‘willing’ customer.  Do not 
worry if the phish includes your password; in all 
likelihood this has been obtained from old data 
breaches. You can check if your account has been 
compromised and get future notifications by visiting: 
https://haveibeenpwned.com/ 
 

If the phish does include a password you are still 
using then change it immediately, advice on 
passwords and how to enable other factors of 
authentication here: 
https://www.cyberaware.gov.uk/passwords 
 

If you have been a victim of a sextortion scam and 
have paid the BitCoin ransom, then report it to your 
local police force by calling 101. 
 

FREE CALLS To Non-Emergency Police 101 Number 
Calls to the police non-emergency 101 number are 
free of charge from today following a public 
campaign.  The move was announced by the Home 
Office and comes as police forces across the UK 
prepare for the peak of the coronavirus pandemic. 

http://www.rnrmc.org.uk/
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UNPOLITICALLY CORRECT PAGES 
 

Playing with Words  The Washington Post's 
Style Invitational asked readers to take any word 
from the dictionary, alter it by adding, subtracting, 
or changing one letter, and supply a new 
definition. The winners are: 
 
Arachnoleptic fit (n.): The frantic dance 
performed just after you've accidentally walked 
through a spider web. 
Bozone (n.): The substance surrounding stupid 
people that stops bright ideas from penetrating. 
The bozone layer, unfortunately, shows little sign 
of breaking down in the near future. 
Cashtration (n.): The act of buying a house, 
which renders the subject financially impotent for 
an indefinite period. 
Caterpallor (n.): The color you turn after finding 
half a grub in the fruit you're eating. 
Glibido (v): All talk and no action. 
Ignoranus (n): A person who's both stupid and 
an asshole.  (this was the pick of the literature). 
Inoculatte (v): To take coffee intravenously when 
you are running late. 
Karmageddon (n): It's like, when everybody is 
sending off all these Really bad vibes, right? And 
then, like, the Earth explodes and it's like, a 
serious bummer. 
Osteopornosis (n): A degenerate disease. (This 
one got extra credit.) 
Sarchasm (n): The gulf between the author of 
sarcastic wit and the person who doesn't get it. 
Source:  Merchant Navy April Newsletter 
 

I Was Knocked Down by a cyclist as I crossed 
the road.  He looked down at me and said ‘You’re 
lucky’.  I said ‘What do you mean, I’m lucky?’  He 
replied ‘I usually drive a bus’. 
 

Smoking Camels  Two Matelots were outside having 
a smoke when it started to rain.  One of the Sailors 
pulled out a condom, cut off the end, put it over his 
cigarette and continued smoking.  His Oppo was that 

impressed with the idea he called in at 
Boots and asked for three gross of 
condoms.  The blushing lady assistant 
eyed Jack admiringly and fluttered her 
eyelashes saying ‘What brand would you 

like sir?’  Jack stated ‘It doesn’t matter love, as long as 
they fit a Camel’.  The young lady fainted! 
 

Think Before you Speak  A woman was standing 
before her bedroom mirror admiring herself in her 
expensive new outfit.  She poses this way and 
that, before her husband, looking on with 
disinterest, and remarked ‘Your bum is the size of 
a 3 Burner barbecue!’  Later that evening tucked 
up and cosy in bed, he leant over, tapped her on 
the shoulder, and asked hopefully ‘How about it?’  
She replied ‘It’s hardly worth lighting the BBQ for 
a single cocktail a sausage.’ 

 

Corona Virus has been designed by women. 
Why you ask?  Well, all sport has been cancelled, 
the pubs are shut and the nations men folk are 
doing all the jobs around the house they never 
had time for.!!! 
 

The Two Tiffs were 
dripping that the 
Government Warning said 
to go to the Supermarket 
you only need a mask and 
gloves and this would be 
enough.  They Lied the 
Tiffs said.  Everybody else 
had clothes on. 
 

Our Cleaning Lady just called and told us she 
will be working from home and will send us 
instructions on what to do. 
 

It is With Great Sadness that I have to mention the 
loss of a few further local businesses around our 
country.  The bra manufacturer has gone bust, the 
specialist in submersibles has gone under, the 
manufacturer of food blenders has gone into 

liquidation, a dog kennel has had to 
call in the retrievers, the suppliers of 
paper for origami enthusiasts has 
folded, the Heinz factory has been 
canned as they couldn't ketchup 
with orders.  The tarmac laying 
company has reached the end of the 
road, the bread company has run 
out of dough, the clock manufacturer 

has had to wind down and gone cuckoo.  The 
Chinese has been taken away, the shoe shop has 
had to put his foot down and given his staff the boot 
and finally the laundrette has been taken to the 
cleaners! 
 

If Donald Trump had Captained the Titanic    
There, would be no iceberg.  We won’t hit an 
iceberg.  I knew it was an iceberg before anyone 
else knew.  No one knows icebergs better than I 
do.  The penguins brought the iceberg here.  No 
one could have predicted the iceberg.  We cannot 
allow an iceberg to stop our ship.  The crew is 
spreading fake news about icebergs.  Some of 
you have to drown.  Finally, I am the Best captain, 
Ask Anyone. 
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Birth Control.  Mrs. McGervey was walking down 
O'Connell Street in Dublin when she met up with 
Father O'Flaherty.  The Father said, 'Top o' the 
mornin' to ye!  Aren't ye Mrs. McGervey and didn't I 
marry ye and yer hoosband 2 years ago?'  She 
replied, 'Aye, that ye did, Father.' 
The Father asked, 'And be there 
any wee little ones yet?'  She 
replied, 'No, not yet, Father.'  The 
Father said, 'Well now, I'm going 
to Rome next week and I'll light a 
candle for ye and yer hoosband.'  
She replied, 'Oh, thank ye, Father.'  They then 
parted ways.  Some years later they met again. The 
Father asked, 'Well now, Mrs. McGervey, how are 
ye these days?'  She replied, 'Oh, very well, Father!' 
The Father asked, 'And tell me, have ye any wee 
ones yet?'  She replied, 'Oh yes, Father! Three sets 
of twins and 4 singles, 10 in all!'  The Father said, 
'That's wonderful! How is yer lovin' hoosband 
doing?'  She replied, 'E's gone to Rome to blow out 
yer' sodding candle. 
 

 

A True ‘Ilson Story.  Staggering across Ilkeston 
Market Place late one morning a young 20 
somthingish was struggling with his mobile phone 
and was definitely a unhappy chicken trying to 
keep his feet on the ground, when with curses he 
answered his mobile phone, and whoever was on 
the phone caused him to curse more and drop his 
phone.  He staggered to pick it up, which he 
managed with difficulty and got up staggered 
around to try to get his balance at the same time 
shouting down the phone for all to hear; I am not 
drunk, the ‘friggin’ phone is’ 

THOUGHTS ON DEALING WITH CV 
 

Snow White is Down to 6 Dwarfs.  Sneezy has 
been placed in quarantine. 
 

You Thought dogs were hard to train.  Look at all 
the humans that can’t even Sit and Stay! 
 

For the Third Time this week I’m buying booze for 
the next two weeks! 

 

My Body has absorbed so much soap and 
disinfectant lately, that when I pee it cleans the toilet. 
 

This is the First Time in History we can save 
the Human Race by laying in front of the TV and 
doing nothing.  Let’s Not Screw This Up. 
 

I’m Having a Quarantine Party this weekend. 
None of you are invited 
 

 

Is Anyone Else’s Car getting four weeks to the 
gallon at the moment? 
 

Where is Your Next Travel Destination?  I highly 
recommend the following in the Lock Down, Las 
Kitchenas, Los Lounges, Santa Bedroomes, Porto 
Gardenas, Los Bed, Costa Del Balconia, St 
Bathroom and La Rotonda De Sofa. 
 

I am Wondering what I should wear on the settee 
to watch the TV tonight? 

 

Break a Habit of a Lifetime & Do As You are Told! 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://craftsuppliesforless.com/images/crystal%2520square%2520candle%2520holder.jpg&imgrefurl=http://craftsuppliesforless.com/craftsupplies_candles.html&usg=__Ou_DMUP119rRW4OQulBTp7kjUxY=&h=352&w=410&sz=8&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=ufewN4nf4LZhqM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=125&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcandle%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
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JEFF BACON © CARTOONS 
 

This cartoon 
could almost 
be a prep 
exercise for 
the isolation 
endured the 
last month or 
so.  The 
spread of the 
CV on some 
of the Carriers 
and indeed 
the Cruise 
Ships has 
been a 
horrendous experience which I suspect will 
affect us all for many years to come.  Our Heart 
and Prayers go out to all those who have been 
affected by Coronavirus in any shape of form. 
 

THE TWO TIFFS 
 

Captain on the Bridge  ‘If the Chief Tiff says Tiffs 
do not make mistakes, then pray can he ask his two 
Baby Tiffs who that Missile they have just launched 
was aimed at, and why they did not follow the time-
honoured tradition of the Royal Navy of going 
through the Chain of Command for permission? 

 

THE MOUNTBATTEN FESTIVAL OF MUSIC 2020 
This was held on 8 March at the Royal Albert Hall 
and I received late info it would be on free Saturday 
night at 18:30 and watched it.  Some years ago, I 
did go down with the RMA to watch it live and it 
really is a joy to watch the best Band in the World 
Live but also fantastic on the TV.  The CD is 
available at £12 direct from RM Music (Cheaper 
than Amazon) on 

https://www.royalmarinesbands.co.uk/product/m
ountbatten-festival-of-music-2020-double-cd/ 
There is also some fantastic Sale Offers at £5 a 
CD plus P&P you may consider worth taking up  
the only complaint I had was when they said it 
was the intermission, it had started before I got 
back from upstairs for the compulsory pit stop. 

THE COURAGEOUS GRACE 
God of atom, God of steel, 
God of Wheel Spanners, 

God who saves our long-lived Queen,  
God who made our Submarine. 

 

God who built the back end first, 
manned by men with unquenchable thirst, 

By then God feeling a wee bit vexed  
thought he’d make the front end next. 

 

From TSC, messdeck to mast, 
He came to make the galley last. 

To feed us all with HITS and BITS, 
with babies’ heads, gave us the (runs) 

 

Which sounds like kidneys on a raft, 
Gandhi’s revenge for the boys back aft. 

Oh God, who served up Spithead pheasant and 
harbour cotters not unpleasant. 

Bless us with good food, today that is not 
cooked the Navy way. 

 
THE MARINERS OF GREAT BRITAIN 

You have seen him on the street, 
rolling round on drunken feet. 

You have seen him clutch the lamp post for support, 
you have shuddered in disgust, 

When he grovels in the dust,  
Cause he's just a Merchant Seaman back in port. 

 

You have seen him arm in arms, 
with a maid of doubtful charm, 

You have seen him on Union Street, 
When his ship is in. 

 

But have you seen the fear on his 'blacked out' ship, 
Ploughing furrows through the mine infested sea. 

You have cheered our naval lads & their White Ensign, 
You have spared a cheer for Tommy Atkins too.  

You even send a prayer to the aircrews in the air. 
, 

But do you give a damn about this Merchant crew. 
Still they bring the wounded home 

through mine infested zones, 
And they ferry all our troops, throughout the day & night. 

 

Though he carries all our trade, 
he's still neglected, underpaid. 

But still he's always there at the thickest of the fight. 
To stand against the 'Hun' 

with just a 4-point seven-inch gun. 
He has ruined Hitler's Atlantic Ocean plan, 

He's a hero, he's a sport, until he's back in port, 
Then he's nothing, but another drunken Sailor man. 

 

MNA Merchant Navy Newsletter 
 

Editor:  I have always been appalled at the treatment 
of the families of lost Merchant men who were 
‘Discharged’ with no pay when their ship was sunk in 
the war.  And, it is a fact, families of men lost on such 
submarines as Thetis & Affray lost in peacetime had 
difficulty getting support out of the massive public 
collections as the Trustees turned down the requests 
for help which it appears was never questioned.  
Source SOCA News March 1998 

https://www.royalmarinesbands.co.uk/product/mountbatten-festival-of-music-2020-double-cd/
https://www.royalmarinesbands.co.uk/product/mountbatten-festival-of-music-2020-double-cd/
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RN Medical Staff Support the NHS on the Frontline 
Royal Navy News  09 April 2020 

RN medical staff work alongside the NHS in key 
hospitals across the UK and have recently increased 
their support in response to the coronavirus 
outbreak.  Military doctors, nurses, and medical 
support staff are well established in NHS hospitals, 
working in a wide range of areas.  At this difficult time, 
the Queen Alexandra Hospital in Portsmouth is one 
location where Naval personnel can be found 
working round the clock.  As part of UK Defence 
Medical Services, the Joint Hospital Group (South) 
(JHG(S)) is based at Queen Alexandra Hospital and 
has a total of 215 military staff, 79 of whom are 
serving in the RN.  Naval personnel usually work in 
the NHS to maintain clinical skills ready for 
operations and military tasking, but the virus outbreak 
has brought the frontline home to UK hospitals which 
means staff find themselves fighting the pandemic 
side-by-side with their civilian counterparts. 
 

Alongside their important daily work in established 
hospitals, Naval medical staff are unique in that they 
are also held at high readiness to move and support 
other military tasking in the UK or overseas as part of 
the Government’s COVID-19 response.  This ability 
to react quickly and flexibly make Naval personnel 
particularly valuable to Government as the pandemic 
situation continues to develop over the coming 
months.  Cdr Alister Witt, the CO of JHG(S), said: 
‘Normally it’s us sending our people to the frontline 
from the hospital here, but very much at the moment 
the frontline has come to us.  ‘We’ve had to really get 
our people onto an operational footing to focus on an 
operation in the home environment where they’re 
actually delivering their key clinical skills to help out 
something that’s a national main effort.’ 
 

Leading Naval Nurse Sarah Belcher said: ‘As a 
military team we’re doing a lot more hours than we 
were prior to the COVID outbreak.  A lot of our 
external training that we’re required to do as part of 
military operations has been cancelled as a result of 
COVID, so many of those hours we’re now spending 
to try and boost the numbers inside the hospital and 
the department and support the NHS staff.’  Lt Amy 
Phelps, a Naval Nurse working in critical care, said: 
‘Knowing that you have the skills and experience 
needed to contribute to this crisis definitely makes me 
proud, and proud of the whole team I’m working 
alongside.’  Surgeon Captain Barrie Dekker, the 
Military Clinical Director of JHG(S), and Divisional 
Director at Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust, said: 
‘We’ve all had to change our working patterns. The 
NHS Trust are virtually all on twelve hour shifts to try 
and cover the increased workload, so our military 
staff are fitting in with that as well, making themselves 
key members of each one of the teams.’ 

 

Welcome to our World, Say Submariners 
New study to monitor fatigue in maritime environments 

University of South Australia  7-Apr-2020 
Right now, thousands of returned travellers are being  

quarantined in hotel rooms across Australia and the 
world, in some conditions a Sydney doctor has 
described as ‘worse than prison’.  They have 
cramped rooms and windows that don’t open, no 
balcony and are not allowed to leave even for some 
fresh air and exercise, Dr Paul Finlay told the 
Guardian at the weekend.  Confined space is 
something that submarine personnel know only too 
well.  So too is artificial light, keeping an unusual 
schedule and being away from family and friends.  
Both situations are challenging environments, but life 
in a submarine, at depths of up to 200 metres is also 
secretive, often dangerous, and its occupants can go 
for months without sunlight.  The work requires a lot 
of co-ordination, life-and-death decisions, sustained 
attention, high levels of teamwork and, at times, can 
be excruciatingly monotonous.  University of South 
Australia (UniSA) sleep researchers have been 
examining how submarine environments could 
impact fatigue and if there is an ideal sleep-work 
pattern and environment.  ‘It’s about finding better 
work-rest patterns in submarine environments so that 
work productivity and wellbeing are in balance,’ says 
Professor Siobhan Banks, who is Co-Director of the 
Behaviour-Brain-Body Research Centre at UniSA.  
Prof Banks and her team are about to embark on a 
large study funded by the Defence Science 
Technology (DST) Group to look at the issue of 
fatigue within submarine teams in 24/7 
environments. 
 

‘Across all maritime environments, what you see is 
around-the-clock, watch keeping schedules.  It is a 
unique type of shift work, where people have to be 
very vigilant for long periods of at a time, even in non-
combat situations.  ‘This requires high cognitive 
demand and often involves working through their 
own biological low in terms of alertness,’ Prof Banks 
says.  Performing monotonous tasks is a different 
type of stress and submarine personnel often have to 
shift from high pressure tasks to monotonous tasks.  
Factor in the isolation, the distance from family and 
friends, sharing confined spaces, and sleeping at 
unusual times and the result is invariably sleep 
deprivation.  ‘Lack of sleep not only affects 
submarine workers in terms of their work, but also 
psychologically,’ Prof Banks says. ‘Fatigue can lead 
to impaired cognitive function and mood disturbance, 
putting both the employer and worker at risk.’  The 
researchers hope to find an optimal work-rest 
framework for submarine teams that can be 
extrapolated to other workplaces, including control 
room operators and emergency services personnel.   
 

The UniSA team includes sleep researcher’s Dr 
Raymond Matthews, as well as industrial design 
researcher Dr Peter Schumacher and biomechanics 
researcher’s Dr Francois Fraysee and Dr Nathan 
Daniell.  There is a lack of research examining sleep 
and circadian rhythms with task-related fatigue and 
mental workload, particularly in maritime 
environments.  We hope to address this gap, Prof 
Banks says. 
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THE NEXT LIFE 
George Carlin 1937-2008 

 

I want to Live my next life Backwards: 
You start out dead and get that out of the way. 

Then you wake up in a nursing home, 
Feeling better every day. 

 

Then you get kicked out for being too healthy, 
Enjoy your retirement and collect your pension. 

Then you start work, 
And get a gold watch on your first day! 

 

You work for 40 years, 
Until you are too young to be employed. 

You get ready for High School: 
Drink alcohol, party and you’re generally promiscuous. 

 

Then you go to Primary School, 
Become a child again, 

Play & have no responsibilities. 
Thence to the Nursery, which is all play! 

 

Then you become a baby and spend your last 9 months 
Floating peacefully in spa-like conditions 

with central heating and room service and Then; 
 

You Finish Off as an Orgasm!! 
 

LIFE & THEN ITS WINTER 
This article has a definite message for some of us! 
 

You know time has a way of moving quickly and 
catching you unaware of the passing years.  It 
seems like yesterday that I was young, just married, 
and embarking on my new life with my mate.  Yet in 
a way, it seems like eons ago, and I wonder where 
all those years went.  I know that I lived them all.  I 
have glimpses of how it was back then and of all my 
hopes and dreams.  But here it is, the winter of my 
life, and it catches me by surprise.  How did I get 

here so fast?  Where did 
the years go and where did 
my youth go?  I remember 
well seeing older people 
through the years and 
thinking that those ‘older 
people’ were years away 
from me and that winter 
was so far off that I could 
not fathom it or imagine 
fully what it would be like.  
But here it is, my friends 
are retired and getting 

grey, they move slower and I see an older person in 
myself now.  Some are in better and some worse 
shape than me.  But I see the great change.  Not 
like the ones that I remember who were young and 
vibrant, but, like me, their age is beginning to show 
and we are now those older folks that we used to 
see and never thought we'd be. 
 

Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a 
real target for the day!  And taking a nap is not a 
treat anymore, it's mandatory!  Cause if I don't on 
my own free will, I just fall asleep where I sit!  And 
so, now I enter this new season of my life  

for all the aches and pains and the loss of strength 
and ability to go and do things that I wish I had done 
but never did!!  But, at least I know, that though the 
winter has come, and I'm not sure how long it will last, 
this I know, that when it's over on this earth, it's over.  
A new adventure will begin!  Yes, I have regrets.  
There are things I wish I hadn't done, things I should 
have done, but indeed, there are also many things 
I'm happy to have done. It's all in a lifetime.  
 

So, if you're not in your winter yet, let me remind 
you, that it will be here faster than you think.  So, 
whatever you would like to accomplish in your life, 
please do it quickly!  Don't put things off too long!!  
Life goes by quickly.  So, do what you can Today, 
as you can never be sure whether this is your winter 
or not!  You have no promise that you will see all the 
seasons of your life.  So, Live for Today and say all 
the things that you want your loved ones to 
remember, and hope that they appreciate and love 
you for all the things that you have done for them in 
all the years past!  ‘Life’ is a Gift to you.  The way 
you live your life is your gift to those who come after.  
Make it a fantastic one.  Remember: ‘It is Health that 
is real Wealth and not pieces of gold and silver.’  
Your kids are becoming you, but your grandchildren 
are perfect!  Going out is good, coming home is 
even better!  You forget names, but it's OK, because 
other people forgot they even knew you!  
 

You realise you're never going to be really good at 
anything, especially golf.  The things you used to 
care to do, you no longer care to do.  But you really 
do care that you don't care to do them anymore.  
You sleep better on a lounge chair with the TV 
blaring than in bed. It's called ‘pre-sleep.  You miss 
the days when everything worked with just an ‘On’ 
and ‘Off’ switch.  You tend to use more 4 letter 
words, What?  When?  
Now that you can afford 
expensive watches & 
jewellery, it’s not safe to 
wear it anywhere.  You 
notice everything they 
sell in shops is 
‘sleeveless?’  What used 
to be freckles are now 
liver spots.  Everybody whispers.  You have 3 sizes 
of clothes in your wardrobe, two of which you will 
never wear.  But ‘Old’ is good in some things: Old 
Songs, Old movies.  Your Garage and Shed have 
more ‘Come in Handy’ stored than useful things, 
and best of all, our dear Old Friends!’ 
 

Given the Severity of the Covid-19 in the UK, our 
Government and NHS might now have to adopt one 
of our extremely famous saying which have stood 
us in good stead for hundreds of years in bygone 
times which is:  ‘Sig Off Mag Adm Mag Brit’.  The 
motto of the British Admiralty.  Meaning:  THE 
DIFFICULT WE CAN DO AT ONCE; THE 
IMPOSSIBLE MAY TAKE A LITTLE LONGER. 
Submitted by Godfrey Dykes Derby Webmaster 
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UK and US spend $56m on Trident Missile Tubes 
George Allison  ukdj  14 April, 2020 

General Dynamics has been awarded a $55.9m 
contract for 18 missile tubes for the US Navy and the 
Royal Navy.  According to a contract notice, work will 
be performed in Quonset Point, Rhode Island, and 
is for the manufacturing of 18 missile tubes in 
support of the US Columbia class fleet ballistic 
missile submarines and the UK Dreadnought class 
ballistic missile submarines. The notice is displayed 
below.  ‘General Dynamics Electric Boat, Groton, 
Connecticut, is awarded a $55,904,934 cost-plus-
fixed-fee modification to previously-awarded 
contract N00024-17-C-2117. Work will be performed 
in Quonet Point, Rhode Island, and is for the 
manufacturing of 18 missile tubes in support of 
Columbia-class fleet ballistic missile submarines 
and the United Kingdom (U.K.) Dreadnought. Work 
is expected to be complete by May 2028. 
 

 

This is a joint U.S. and U.K. common missile 
compartment program, and the modification is 
funded with U.K. Foreign Military Sales funding. 
U.K. funding in the amount of $12,354,112 will be 
obligated at the time of award and will not expire at 
the end of the current fiscal year. The Naval Sea 
Systems Command, Washington, District of 
Columbia, is the contracting activity.’  Work is 
expected to be complete by May 2028.  The 
programme faced some issues in 2018 after faulty 
welding was identified on missile tube systems, the 
issue was later resolved and is understood not to 
have impacted on the Dreadnought programme.  
The Dreadnought class will replace the Vanguard 
class submarines from 2028 onwards and will host 
the United Kingdom’s nuclear deterrent. 
 
RN Scramble to Find Russian Ballistic Killer Subs 

London Loves Business  19 Apr 2020 
The RN have scrambled submarines and war ships 
to track down Moscow’s killer secret super ballistic 
missile submarine.  The secret 430ft Kazan 
submarine is capable of carrying 40 Kalibr cruise 
missiles and being escorted by up to five Akula-
class submarines.  The Kazan entered service in 
2018 and underwent extensive trials this year, 
which is Russia’s most advanced ballistic 
submarine.  The RN have deployed their Astute-
class submarines with Trafalgar hunter killer boats 
in a Cold War style ‘cat and Mouse’ chase in the 
North Atlantic.  MI6 recently warned that the Kremlin  

wants to know how the RN have been struck by 
coronavirus and are testing our responses.  NATO 
secretary general Jens Stoltenberg warned last week 
over Russia, ‘We need to fight Covid-19 but also 
address the other threats and challenges we are 
facing.’  Senior intelligence Naval chief said the UK 
are shadowing Putin’s subs, and are ‘In effect, both 
Russia and NATO are putting each other to the test.’  
‘Moscow wants to monitor Western military capability 
during the coronavirus crisis while testing their new 
boat’s ability to remain undetected.’  Russia was 
warned by NATO at the start of April, that we are 
ready for an attack, and the military alliance remains 
strong despite the coronavirus crisis. 
 

Two weeks ago, two nuclear powered Astute’s, 
Trafalgar hunter submarines drifted out the secret 
Faslane naval base in Scotland, and are working with 
a US class attack submarine.  The Intelligence chief 
confirmed that Russian ‘spy ship activity’ has been 
ramped up in recent months since the pandemic.  
‘The increased number of spy ships is a classic tactic 
indicating Russian subs are in the area.  The usual 
configuration is to deploy two decoys with the Kazan 
to make sure she is not found but we understand as 
many as five have deployed on what appears to be a 
major surveillance operation.  ‘From Nato’s point of 
view, the objective is to locate the Kazan and visibly 
monitor it, to show there is no chink in our maritime 
armour,’ the Naval source said. 
 

NATO chiefs said they will stand up to any threat from 
Russia after Putin’s military have showed their 
strength by hunting down a theoretical ‘enemy 
submarine’ in the Mediterranean Sea.  The UK has 
seen a spike in ‘unusually high levels’ of activity in the 
English Channel by Russian warships, and last 
month Russian bombers flew along UK airspace in 
Scotland.  Russia currently has warships and 
submarines in the Mediterranean and around the UK, 
with Russian bombers frequently flying close to UK 
airspace.  NATO exercises have been scaled back in 
Europe as the UK are using the Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) to fight against coronavirus.  NATO Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg insisted that ‘operational 
readiness’ has not been compromised over the 
global coronavirus pandemic, in protecting almost 
1bn people. 
 

HMS Trenchant RN Crew had Lockdown Party 
BBC News,  23 April 2020 

A submarine crew were filmed having a party during 
the coronavirus lockdown, prompting a RN 
investigation.  The CO of HMS Trenchant, based at 
Devonport has been sent home on leave.  A Video of 
the crew enjoying a party and barbecue while the 
submarine was tied up have been shared on social 
media.  The boat had been away for two months, & 
the crew had to stay with the S/M in isolation.  A BBC 
correspondent said it was understood the CO had 
gone ahead with the entertainment despite being 
advised it might be inappropriate.  A RN spokesman 
said: ‘An investigation is under way. It would be 
inappropriate to comment further. 
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NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK 
 

DS Enquiry.  It has been a long time since I 
commissioned HMCS Saskatchewan, DDE 262, 
and sailed in her from Esquimalt to Halifax.  In 1961 
a fellow Radioman, Tom Sayers, was on HMS 
Auriga.  He kindly escorted me through the boat.  
To assist him I asked the CO of Saskatchewan if 
Tom could ride to Portsmouth with us to go on leave.  
Tom sailed with us.  I wonder if anyone knows him?  
I am always interested in shipmates I sailed with 
and/or met during my years.  As you know, in 1967, 
I went aboard HMCS Rainbow, SS75.  I read your 
newsletter with great enthusiasm and enjoy.  As a 
result of a poem Resurgam, I am now researching 
UK boats lost.  Thanks for the update on HMS Urge.  
My work moves fwd.  I completed my work on US 
Lost Submarines and now am 1-step further on 
HMS Boats.  Wayne King, Canada 
 

Editor:  I responded to the above email with; 
Good Morning Wayne,  I think you are getting mixed 
up with Tom Sawyer?  Suspect the person you are 
seeking is ex LRO John Sayers who served on 
HMS Auriga in the early 1960's out in Canada.  His 
Radio Supervisor at the time on Auriga was Godfrey 
(Jeff) Dykes and both are members of Derbyshire 
Submariners with Jeff our Derbyshire Submariners 
(DS) Webmaster and John is our President Elect as 
we had all the votes for the AGM, but the AGM is on 
hold due to Corona virus.  The coincidences leave 
me to believe this but have BCC'd them both in if 
they wish to touch base with you? 
Ref Lost WWII Boats  I was lucky to be around in 
the early 1990's at several Dolphin SOCA Reunions 
when the Ballet de Scouse performed their Sods 
Opera in the PO's mess until the PC Brigade 
thought it was too ribald and banned it (it was 
always packed out) and I think one of the last 
repeats was at the 50th Anniversary of Submariners 
Merseyside where the little leprechaun Mick Jones 
recited We Will Remember Them, with no notes.  
The best reference I can advise is We Will 
Remember Them by George Luck DSM: Submarine 
Poetry on SubmarineSailor.com.  Not the best copy 
but still moves me to tears every time I read or hear 
it recited.  Mick did this without hesitation and got a 
standing ovation, with even our last surviving VC 
and President of SA Merseyside Ian Fraser VC 
insisting in getting up to clap though he had just 
recovered from a stroke. I remember it well circa 
2000’s as I had been affected by two TIA's or mini 
strokes so we were told Ian would retire early!  At 
approx 0100 I was still sitting chatting with Ian quite 
openly about strokes and the effects with as advised 
at the time, a bottle of Red wine between us (almost 
empty) when his wonderful wife Melba stood 
wagging her finger at both of us telling us in no 
uncertain tone ‘It is time you two boys were in bed’ 
which had both of us in stitches but both laughing.  I 
also went up to Wirral for Ian's Funeral which was 
incredible with about 10 submariners squeezed in 
the pulpit.  I cannot remember who the vicar was but 

he said if Ian was still with us, he would say ‘Get the 
incredible with about 10 submariners squeezed in 
the pulpit.  I cannot remember who the vicar was but 
he said if Ian was still with us, he would say ‘Get the 
door locked and keep the buggers in here until 
Sunday'.  I also remember we missed the last train 
from New Brighten and it cost me £30 for a taxi back 
to my Oppo’s house in Liverpool I was stopping at.  
We also went down to London to the church on 
Trafalgar Square with the buffet down under in the 
crypt of the church and Melba came over to the 
Derby party to chat and thank us.  The CD (and 
cassette option) of The Boats A Tribute to our 
Submariners is marked up as copyright 2001 and 
organised by Rick Rothwell as far as I am aware the 
only surviving member of the old crowd, but I do not 
know if the CD is still available or not?. 
 
John Sayers Responded.  Hi Wayne, I did indeed 
get a lift back to UK on a Canadian Destroyer but it 
was in 1963.  Several of us off the Auriga in fact did 
a ‘swop’ with some Canadians for a few weeks. 
They wouldn’t let me do watches in the radio room 
as I was a ‘guest’.  They were doing SSB (single 
side band) voice trials all across the Atlantic which 
if I recall were quite successful.  We got dropped off 
in Portland I think, and met back in Pompey a week 
later for the trip home.  This didn’t come off our leave 
allocation as it was a ‘swop’ of personnel and the 
leave was granted by the Skipper of the Destroyer, 
quite unofficial and no doubt he was taking a chance 
that we would all turn up back in Pompey. 
 

Were you a ships diver Wayne?  I recall riding my 
hired moped off the end of the jetty in Bermuda 
(Ireland Island?).  The bike went between the boat 
and the jetty and I landed on the ballast tank, fished 
my cap out of the water and the duty officer who was 
on the casing said ‘Sayers what are you going to 
do?’  I put my cap back on and said words to the 
affect ‘Going back ashore Sir’ which I did.  The 
moped was recovered next day by the Destroyers 
ships diver as a favour and a couple of tots.  The 
diver had forgotten to take his personal watch off 
and it was filled with water so he just took it off and 
threw it back in the oggin.  I pushed the moped back 
to the shop when it was closed, and thought it 
prudent not to ask for my deposit back!  There is far 
more to the story, but for another day.  John Sayers 
 

Kevin Miller MNA & EBC Cllr.  Terry, Keep up the 
good work.  I am on lock down in my man cave AKA 

the great escape, see 
photo, note Navigation 
lights. See what they once 
put in the paper about me. 
Editor The cartoon has 
been adapted on page 5, 
not blaming Kevin, but the 
true culprits!   
Stay safe.  See you at the 

end of the rainbow. 
Yours aye, Kevin 
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In Memory of Lt Cdr Ian Molyneux.  Our Chairman 
Colin Watson sent me the Facebook posting of this 
In Memory page with the message;  Hi Terry  
Thought it might be ok for 
new letter, l knew Ian was 
close to us, I was at the 
Trafalgar Dinner when 
Gill was our guest 
speaker & she was very 
good.  It was a great 
pleasure to be at that one, 
she is a very influential 
woman & very brave to do 
what she does, after what 
happened to Ian.  It was 
also wonderful to have 
her eldest son in RN 
uniform and follow his budding career following in 
Ian’s footsteps, Colin  Sent from my iPad 
 

Editor My Response to Colin was;  Thanks Colin, 
dear to our hearts as Ian was our Ambush Liaison 
Officer at the time of his death. He was officially 
Ambush but did a loan draft to Astute to get active 
sea time on the only running Astute boat when he 
was murdered.  We had three full (4) cars to Wigan 
for the funeral and have dined out the Molyneux 
family twice at our Traf Dinner including Gill his wife 
being our guest speaker and many a tear at that 
Dinner but wonderful as well.  We also did our own 
memorial Service at the NMA for the first 
anniversary of his loss when his name was put on 
the Wall, and he invited us to the Collingwood Field 
Gun Games where Ambush was the first submarine 
to win a Field Gun event and came away with three 
shields.  Ian invited Stan Smart, Steve Tyler and 
myself into the winner’s tent.  We spent most of the 
day in the Collingwood Leading Hands Bar 
(cheaper) and thence the winners tent at the invite 
of Ian who would not take no for an answer, and I 
had to pay a £50 deposit cash to get a taxi to accept 
us as a fare back to B&B in Fareham because of the 
state of the group, and put the pair of DS Members 
to bed and went for a takeaway on my own in the 
park and a couple of wets toasting the Ambush team 
before bed!!  Terry 
 

Terry Nowell Gatwick  Terry,  I just want to applaud 
you for all the effort that you put into these 
newsletters and let you know that they serve a very 
good purpose at the best of times, but even more at 
the worst.   Stay safe, Regards and thanks 
Terry N  Gatwick 
 

JP Misson Comments on early May Edition.  
Good Morning Terry, That was an early publication?  
Well done and many thanks.  I will now stick to my 
promise to comply with your request to limit the 
production of my literature!  I have said it all in my 
last mail to you. HMS URGE the Closing 
Testimonial.  Your support has been invaluable,  
I mean it!  Kind regards  
JP 

With reference to my many mails on the subject of 
HMS Urge.  Quote  The SA is an Assn of ex and 
serving Submariners which seeks to maintain the 
special bonds of friendship, loyalty and 
comradeship, together with a pride in the 
Submarine Service, formed during service in Her 
Majesty's Submarines. Unquote.  How about some 
Loyalty to comrades who went missing during 
WWII?  How about some Loyalty to those entombed 
in HMS Urge?  How about the Assn speaking out on 
the subject of the validity of images showing a 
submarine with a Derrick deployed on deck and an 
engine room Hatch ‘open’ and said to be of HMS 
URGE, out at sea, on her way to Alexandria?  The 
images are there, for all to see: 
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/lost-submarine-
wwii-found-scli-intl-gbr/index.html 
https://www.tvm.com.mt/en/news/wwii-mystery-
solved-hms-urge-discovered-off-malta/ 
 

30th Diesel Boat Annual Reunion 
Jason Cole has advised on the 2020 Diesel Boat 
Reunion and Rum Raffle.  As you are all aware, we 
are in the middle of uncertain times and a restrictive 
lockdown.  There is no clear indication as to when 
the restrictions will be eased or how this will be 
implemented.  There is some suggestion that large 
gatherings will still be banned for some 
considerable time but until we know more, I am 
going ahead with planning the 2020 DBR as normal 
and hopefully it will take place.  If there is any news 
or change to the situation then I will inform everyone 
as quickly as possible.   
 

This is my first year running the reunion.  The format 
will be the same as previous reunions with the 12am 
start Saturday 1st Aug 2020 (First Saturday in 
August) at The Weston Mill Oak Villa Sports & 
Social Club, Ferndale Road, Plymouth, Devon, PL2 
2EL.  (Behind Camels Head Fire Station).at the 
Weston Mill Oak Villa Social Club.  This event is 
open to ALL submariners’ ranks and rates.  
Entrance Fee £1 and planned 2pm Minutes Silence.   
 

Food must be pre-orded, the cost is still £5 per head 
for the excellent selection of buffet food.  To book 
your Scran and obtain payment details Contact me 
via text on 07792040066 or Facebook messenger 
or email Jason.scole@outlook.com.   If you wish me 
to mark you up for food let me know and it would be 

good to obtain numbers of 
those attending or unable to 
make it so drop me an email if 
you are coming along or not.  
Any cancellation due to Covid 
will result in either refunds or 
carrying the payment over to 
next year.   

 

I will be keeping the Rum Raffle going and any 
profits from this will go to charity. If any individuals 
or organisations can donate bottles as prizes then it 
would be very much appreciated.   
Hope to see you in August,  Yours Aye  Jason Cole 

https://www.tvm.com.mt/en/news/wwii-mystery-solved-hms-urge-discovered-off-malta/
https://www.tvm.com.mt/en/news/wwii-mystery-solved-hms-urge-discovered-off-malta/
mailto:Jason.scole@outlook.com
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HOW TO ESCAPE FROM A SUNKEN SUBMARINE 
Rachel Lance Wired Back Channel 19 Apr 2020 
First of all, you can't just open the hatch when you're 
trapped at the bottom of the ocean.  But there is a 
way out, it requires physics and some audacity.  
Ever since human beings created the first 
submarines, there have been other, more 
claustrophobic people who have stared at the 
devices and thought: ‘Nope.’  For many, the thought 
of the pipe, and equipment-filled narrow metal 
confines is enough to trigger a fear of drowning, 
even when they’re standing on dry land.  But 
everyone who has ever looked at a sub, even those 
of us so enamoured with the underwater beasts that 
we sleep in custom-sewn adult-sized submarine 
pyjamas, has at some point wondered: If the boat 
goes down, is there any way out?  Yes! Escape 
plans and tools are almost as old as submarine 
technology itself.  Although the odds may always be 
stacked in favour of the merciless, cold depths of 
the sea, a few dozen lucky people have taken that 
unintentional ride down to the ocean floor and lived 
to see daylight again.  Their stories teach us how to 
get out.  In 1851, German submarine inventor 
Wilhelm Bauer looked at two of his panting 
countrymen, slumped inside the hull of his creation. 
The boxy, 26-foot-long, human-powered early sub 
model was supposed to help win the ongoing war 
with Denmark, Germany’s neighbour to the north, 
but the odds of its successful use were looking grim. 
The crew of three had been trapped inside the 
submarine for hours, sitting and waiting for rescue. 
 

The test day in Germany’s Port of Kiel had started 
normally.  The men had crawled, as usual, through 
the hatch in the angular conning tower above the 
bow and taken their places: Bauer at the controls, 
and Witt and Thomsen each standing at one of the 
two massive hamster wheels that powered the 
boat’s propeller.  Bauer gave the command. Witt 
and Thomsen lifted their legs and began to step on 
the spokes of the wheels, spinning them slowly like 
a giant human-powered waterwheel. The 
submarine began to move forward.  Bauer expected 
a graceful and smooth disappearance beneath the 
surface of the water, like an elegant metal seal. 
Instead the Brandtaucher (Fire Diver) plummeted 
unexpectedly, caroming wildly in an awkward, 
unstoppable, and rapid descent into a depression in 
the harbour floor that was 16 meters deep.  As she 
crashed into the seafloor and shuddered to a final 
stop, the three men were hurtled unceremoniously 
into the bow of the boat.  They pieced themselves 
together, shaken but uninjured.  However, Bauer, 
Witt, and Thomsen slowly came to the realisation 
that they couldn’t get the boat out of the hole.  They 
were stuck.  At first, they just waited. And waited. 
For at least five hours, according to them, they sat, 
wondering when rescue would come.  Their dive 
had been witnessed by onlookers; they figured it 
was just a matter of time until the German Navy 
hauled them back up to safety and fresh air. 

Someone had in fact noticed, and eventually the 
clanking of chains and anchors on the hull indicated 
that boats and divers were poking around the wreck 
site. But Bauer was growing concerned about the air, 
and the anchors.  All the men were panting hard, pale 
and sweating.  Bauer himself had a splitting headache 
and felt like he was about to be sick. Bauer knew 
these were the signs of carbon dioxide build-up, 
caused by the fact that they kept inhaling the 
oxygenated air they had brought down with them and 
exhaling noxious CO2.  Their blood was becoming 
more acidic with every breath from the invisible but 
dangerous CO2, and he knew that they did not have 
much fresh air supply left.  He was also concerned 
about the anchors and chains that were striking the 
submarine so loudly, because he thought her thin hull 
might rupture from their repeated hits.  The submarine 
had an escape hatch, but the pressures of the ocean 
held it firmly shut. Bauer reached up a pallid, 
trembling hand and gripped a seacock valve tightly in 
his palm, twisting it open. Water poured in and started 
to flood the submarine. 
 

Witt and Thomsen immediately pounced on Bauer, 
one slamming him down and sitting on his chest, the 
other scrambling to restrain his arms and close the 
valve. Wide-eyed, they yelled that he was trying to 
commit suicide and drown them too.  But Bauer had 
opened the seacock because he was a man who 
wanted to live, and because he was also a man who 
understood physics.  The pressure inside the 
submarine was roughly 1 atmosphere because it had 
been closed and sealed on the surface at 1 
atmosphere.  The pressure in the seawater outside, 
at a depth of 16 meters, was equal to about 2.6 
atmospheres.  Therefore, the pressure difference 
across the hatch of the submarine was about 1.6 
atmospheres total.  Converting the units, if Bauer 
wanted to force open the hatch to escape, he would 
need to be able to move it against the 166 kilopascals 
of pressure pushing the hatch door closed. 
 

The hatch door had a total surface area of roughly 1.5 
square meters.  And 166 kilopascals of pressure from 
the water times the 1.5 square meters of the door 
equalled 249,000 newtons of aquatic force shoving 
against the door.  Let’s put that into relatable units; I 
choose to describe the force in units of Rachel. I 
personally am 160 pounds’ worth of human-being 
mass, comprised mostly of cake, which in metric units 
is 72 kilograms.  Therefore, according to Isaac Newton, 
to calculate the force exerted by me on the Earth, my 
72‑kilogram mass gets multiplied by the rate at which 
Earth’s gravity wants to accelerate me downward, 
which is 9.8 meters per second squared.  Seventy-two 
multiplied by 9.8 is a total downward force of 711 
newtons.  Therefore, I exert 711 newtons of force on 
the ground just by standing there, doing nothing 
productive, converting oxygen to carbon dioxide. The 
force on the hatch from the water was 249,000 
newtons. If Bauer wanted to leave the submarine, he 
would have needed to be strong enough to lift the 350 
Rachel Lances standing on the hatch door. 
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Bauer opened the seacock because he knew that 
he needed to equalise the pressure differential.  If 
he could partially flood the submarine and bring the 
pressure inside up to 2.6 atmospheres, the total 
pressure difference across the hatch door would 
drop to zero.  The door would swing open with ease, 
and all three submariners could swim to safety. 
More likely the door would have blown open 
violently as the buoyant air tried to escape and 
shoot to the surface, but either way, exit pathway 
achieved.  Talked down by Bauer and his mastery 
of the laws of pressure, Witt and Thomsen released 
their captain and allowed him to flood the sub.  The 
increase in the partial pressure of the carbon dioxide 
was temporarily difficult to tolerate, leading to 
gagging and choking, but the submarine flooded 
quickly and the pressure was equalized.  The trio 
got blown out through the liberated hatch door and 
rocketed safely to the surface like they were the 
‘corks of champagne bottles,’ as Bauer later put it. 
 

Bauer, Witt, and Thomsen were the first three 
submariners ever to successfully escape a 
submarine.  They did it in the year 1851, and they 
did it through a mastery of the scientific principles of 
the underwater world. The Brandtaucher was 
plucked out of its mud hole in the ocean and 
conserved. It is presently on display in a museum in 
Dresden, Germany, and is the oldest submarine 
ever recovered.  Not all of the submariners from that 
early generation learned the counterintuitive 
undersea physics required to execute a daring 
escape, however.  A few years later, in the fall of 
1863 and during the heat of the American Civil War, 
Confederate privateer Horace Hunley found himself 
clawing at the conning tower hatch of a small hand-
cranked submarine that would soon be renamed in 
his memory.  Three Rachels of force were pushing 
the small oval door closed, and Hunley did not think 
to equalize the pressure like Wilhelm Bauer did. 
Hunley was unable to bash his way to freedom, and 
the hatch door remained firmly sealed.  All eight of 
the crew asphyxiated inside. 
 

Starting around the early 1900s, submariners 
looking for a way out became less reliant on the 
savvy wits of a lone scientific hero among the crew. 
Instead, the more modern boats came fully 
equipped to let everyone out in a semi-organized 
fashion, through double sets of doors known as 
locks.  Locks allow submariners to escape by first 
climbing through an inner door or hatch and sealing 
it tightly behind themselves.  They then partially 
flood the small volume before the outer hatch will 
swing open, but this two-door system means they 
do not need to flood the entire boat.  Once they 
swim out safely, the outer hatch is resealed against 
the ocean, the flooded volume of the small escape 
trunk is drained and opened, and a new set of 
escapees can climb in.  However, even with 
submarines designed to provide an easier exit, 
submariners of the early 1900’s still faced the 
fundamental problem of being humans and not fish, 

and militaries everywhere began to design escape 
‘lungs’ to solve that problem.  The lungs were 
devices that recycled an escapee’s breath, using a 
chemical reaction to remove carbon dioxide and 
adding more gas as needed.  The lungs began to 
become standard, and were routinely stashed 
onboard submarines like the HMS Thetis.  In June 
1939, a thick slathering of sticky grease covered the 
nearly naked bodies of British naval officers Captain 
Harry Oram and Lt Frederick Woods, who stood in 
front of their crew wearing only trousers.  The layer 
of grease was supposed to provide them with some 
insulation against the frigid waters of Liverpool Bay, 
where their submarine had sunk during a sea trial 
conducted amidst the first rumblings of the war to 
come with Hitler.  They were ready to show their 
compatriots on the downed submarine HMS Thetis 
that the Davis escape lungs they were putting on, 
which were untested in a real sunken submarine 
scenario, did indeed work as promised.  The two 
men applied their nose clips and began breathing 
out of their mouths and directly into the square 
airtight bags strapped against their chests.  They 
climbed into the lock of the flooded and crippled 
submarine, past the inner door.  By this time all of 
the crewmen were nearly debilitated from the 
excruciating effects of their own exhaled carbon 
dioxide, but Oram had a plan to save them, which he 
had written down and tied around his wrist in case 
he ended up floating dead on the salty waves above. 
 

The inner door was sealed behind Oram and Woods, 
imposing a robust metal barrier between them and 
their crew, and confining them in the small cylindrical 
volume of the escape trunk.  With the inner door 
sealed, the outer hatch, held shut by the ocean, was 
all that remained between them and freedom. Water 
began to flood the trunk.  The pressure began to 
equalize.  Their Davis lungs recycled their breathing 
gas as planned, giving them new oxygen and 
removing their carbon dioxide even when 
submerged underwater.  Once the pressure 
equilibrated to zero across the outer hatch door, the 
men pushed it open and swam the remaining 20 
vertical feet between them, sunlight, and safety.  
Four lucky sailors made it out of the HMS Thetis. 
However, a failure of the outer hatch door meant that 
99 more would die inside.  A few years later, nine 
Americans would execute a similar getaway when 
they used Momsen lungs, the American parallel to 
the Davis lung, to escape the downed USS Tang in 
the Pacific Ocean off the coast of China. 
 

The Momsen and Davis lungs provided the crucial 
gas supply that allowed escapees to become fish, 
to let them rocket for the surface and freedom 
without the need to grow their own gills, even for 
those who did not know how to swim.  The design 
worked.  But the grease was a rudimentary plan at 
best, and the hypothermia that later destroyed the 
escaped crew of the Soviet submarine K-278 
Komsomolets in 1989 emphasized that the ocean 
still had ways to win.  The Komsomolets crewmen 
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were able to climb out of their vessel while it floated 
on the surface of the Barents Sea before sinking, but 
they died waiting for a rescue that did not find them 
quickly enough. 
 

Modern-day submariners are equipped with full-body 
waterproof suits called SEIE suits, an acronym that 
stands for Submarine Escape Immersion Equipment 
and is pronounced ‘sigh.’  They are brightly coloured 
fabric pods that look a bit like inflatable Minion 
costumes, except orange.  To break free from a 
downed vessel, each sailor dons one and waits 
patiently inside the escape trunk with a partner, 
staring at the rising water and each other through the 
clear plastic panels in the front that provide viewports 
out of the poofy heads of the suits.  The hatches of 
the locks are controlled by someone else now, too 
many times has the panicked, premature release of 
one hatch door rendered the entire lock useless, and 
when the outer hatch opens, the inexorable, 
extraordinary positive buoyancy of the fully inflated 
suits rockets the escapees forcefully toward the sky. 
The submariners pop up two at a time, and each suit 
unfurls its own personal flotation raft, also bright 
orange, until from above they look like a smattering 
of neon orange sprinkles bobbing placidly across the 
surface of the ocean.  At least in theory, assuming 
the submariners weren’t blocked from getting to a 
hatch by the mangled wreckage of their sub’s new, 
more twisted form, and they weren’t incapacitated by 
rising levels of CO2. 
 

Today’s submarines can withstand pressures well 
above those caused by a thousand feet of seawater; 
that’s more than 6,000 Rachels to immobilise any 
moderately sized hatch.  The first and preferred plan 
is to wait for rescue, but the physics of the undersea 
world, along with some modern technological 
innovations, does in fact provide another way back to 
the surface. 
From In the Waves: My Quest to Solve the Mystery 
of a Civil War Submarine by Rachel Lance, published 
7 April by Dutton, an imprint of the Penguin 
Publishing Group, a division of Penguin Random 
House, LLC. Copyright © 2020 by Rachel M. Lance 
https://www.penguin.com/publishers/dutton/  
 

Drastic Change found in Arctic Ocean 
RCN & CBC News, 27 Apr 2020 

Canada's Dept of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) 
have released the nation's first overall assessment 
of the Canadian Arctic Ocean.  - said the Arctic was 
amongst the world's most affected by climate 
change, and the changing climate was having 
drastic effects on the region's ecosystem. Changes 
have been noted, however, as the report suggests 
that the Arctic is 33% less salty and 30% more 
acidic than it was in 2003, and the Beaufort Gyre, a 
major ocean current, has not behaved as it has in 
the past, which has affected the influx of nutrients 
from southern waters into the Arctic. Other, larger 
species from the south, like orca and salmon, are 
also moving northward, which is impacting resident 
species and altering feeding habits. 

How One Argentine Submarine Kept the Royal 
Navy at Bay During the Falklands War 

Sebastien Roblin  National Interest  18 Apr 2020 
Here's What You Need to Remember:  Real 
submarine warfare has been, thankfully, extremely 
rare since World War II.  The Falkland experience 
suggests that cheap diesel submarines could be 
very difficult to counter even when facing well-
trained and well-equipped adversaries.  The brief 
but bloody naval war that occurred in 1982 over the 
Falkland Islands, known as the Malvinas in 
Argentina, is typically viewed as a triumph of British 
naval power.  A RN task force managed to beat off 
heavy air attacks to take back the South Atlantic 
archipelago from Argentine troops.  For most of the 
war, a lone Argentine diesel submarine, the San 
Luis, opposed the RN at sea.  Not only did the San 
Luis return home unscratched by the more than two 
hundred antisubmarine munitions fired by British 
warships and helicopter, but it twice ambushed 
antisubmarine frigates.  Had the weapons 
functioned as intended, the British victory might 
have been bought at a much higher cost. 
 

Argentina’s ruling military junta seized the disputed 
Falkland Islands opportunistically in order to score 
political points at home.  Not expecting a real war, 
the junta miscalculated how quickly British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher would escalate against 
their use of force with her own.  This lack of planning 
was manifest in the unpreparedness of the 
Argentine Navy’s submarine fleet.  One was in such 
decrepit condition it could not safely submerge, 
while the more modern Salta was undergoing 
repairs.  The older Santa Fe inserted frogmen to 
assist in the initial invasion on April 2.  It was not 
until the following day that the most modern 
available sub, the San Luis, received orders at its 
dock at Mar de Plata to depart on a combat patrol 
around the area of the Malvinas. 
 

The San Luis was a German Type 209 diesel 
submarine built in large numbers to serve as a 
smaller, cost-efficient submarine for less wealthy 
countries.  Displacing just 1,200 tons with a crew 
complement of thirty-six, the San Luis carried 
fourteen Mark 37 antisubmarine torpedoes and ten 
German-manufactured SST-4 wire-guided 
torpedoes for use against surface targets.  It could 
swim at 42km hour underwater or 21 on the surface, 
and had a maximum diving depth of 500m.  It would 
be a cliché common to many tales of unlikely military 
accomplishments to emphasise the skill of the San 
Luis’s crew, but in fact, Argentina’s best submarine 
officers were in Germany at the time of the Falkland 
War.  In their place, the San Luis made do with 
junior petty officers in charge of many keys 
departments of the ship. Its Commander, Frigate 
Captain Fernando Azcueta, was a submarine 
Veteran, but did not have much experience with the 
Type 209 model.  Moreover, the San Luis was in 
terrible condition and had to undergo rapid, 
incomplete repairs.  Its snorkel was leaky, its bilge 

https://www.penguin.com/publishers/dutton/
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pumps were malfunctioning and one of the four 
diesel engines was not operational.  Divers spent 
almost an entire week trying to clean crustaceans 
from the San Luis’s hull and propeller, which were 
impeding the vessel’s speed and stealth.  The 
Argentine sub finally went to sea on 11 April, and 
moved into a holding position while the political 
situation continued to deteriorate.  Things did not 
come to a promising start.  The San Luis’s fire control 
system allowed it to automatically guide three 
torpedoes simultaneously after launch.  So, of 
course, it broke down after only eight days at sea, 
and none of its inexperienced petty officers knew 
how to fix it.  They crew would only be able to launch 
one torpedo at a time under manual wire guidance. 
Still, it was decided the San Luis should proceed with 
its mission.  Meanwhile, the Santa Fe, an old Balao-
class submarine that had served the U.S. Navy in 
World War II, was dispatched on 17 April to ferry 
Marines and technicians to reinforce troops who had 
seized the island of South Georgia.  Though it 
successfully deployed the troops on 25 April, it failed 
to depart quickly enough and was detected at 9am 
by the radar of a British Wessex helicopter, which 
was soon joined by Wasp and Lynx helicopters. 
 

The Santa Fe was damaged by two depth charges, 
missed by a torpedo, struck by AS-12 antishipping 
missiles, and strafed with machine-gun fire.  The 
Captain beached the submarine, which was 
captured along with its crew by British troops shortly 
after.  The attack on the Santa Fe marked the first 
shots of the British campaign.  The following day, the 
San Luis was ordered to sail for the waters around 
the disputed islands, and was authorised on the 29th 
to fire on any British warships it encountered.  
However, the RN had intercepted the San Luis’s 
communications and deployed its helicopters and 
frigates to hunt it down.  By one count, the RN had 
10 frigates or destroyers and a helicopter carrier 
assigned at least in part to antisubmarine duties, as 
well as 6 submarines on patrol.  On 1 May, the San 
Luis’s passive sonar detected the HMS Brilliant and 
Yarmouth, both specialised antisubmarine frigates. 
Azcueta launched an SST-4 torpedo at a range of 
9km, but shortly after launch, the guidance wires on 
the torpedo cut out. Azcueta quickly dove his sub 
into hiding on the seabed.  The Brilliant detected the 
attack, and the two frigates and their helicopters 
went into a frenzied pursuit of potential sonar 
contacts.  Launching thirty depth charges and 
numerous torpedoes, the British vessels 
successfully blew up several whales for their efforts. 
 

The following day, the British submarine 
Conqueror torpedoed the Argentine cruiser 
General Belgrano, which sank along with 323 
members of its crew.  The entire Argentine surface 
fleet subsequently withdrew to coastal waters, 
leaving the San Luis the only Argentine vessel 
opposing the British invasion force.  British ships 
and helicopters began reporting sonar contacts and 
periscope sightings everywhere, and launched nine 

torpedoes in waters the San Luis never even ended 
up approaching.  The San Luis’s crew, for its part, 
thought they had been fired upon by a British 
submarine on 8 May, and after taking evasive 
manoeuvres, launched a Mark 37 torpedo against an 
undersea contact.  The torpedo was heard to explode 
and the contact was lost.  This, too, was likely a 
whale.  Two days later, San Luis detected the Type 
21 antisubmarine frigates HMS Arrow and Alacrity on 
the northern passage of the Falkland Sound. Masked 
by the noise produced by the fast-moving frigates, 
the San Luis crept within 5km of the Alacrity, fired 
another SST-4 torpedo and readied a second for 
launch.  Yet again, the wires of the SST4 cut out 
shortly after launch. However, some accounts state 
the torpedo actually struck a decoy being towed by 
HMS Arrow, but failed to detonate. Azcueta gave up 
on firing the second torpedo and ordered the San 
Luis to disengage to avoid a counterattack. 
 

However, the British ships cruised on, unaware of 
the attack.  The captain of the Alacrity did not even 
learn of the close call until after the war!  
Demoralised, Azcueta radioed home that the 
torpedoes were useless, and he received 
permission to return to base, which he 
accomplished on 19 May. The Argentine garrison 
surrendered on 14 June before the San Luis could 
be put back to sea.  Fifteen years later, the San Luis 
became one of only three Type 209 submarines to 
be decommissioned after an incomplete overhaul. 
Another fifty-nine serve on in various navies.  What 
went wrong with the San Luis’s torpedoes?  There 
are a half-dozen explanations, variously holding 
crew error and technical flaws culpable. 
Manufacturer AEG first claimed the torpedoes had 
been launched from too far away, and without active 
sonar contact.  Another claim is that the Argentine 
crews mistakenly reversed the magnetic polarity of 
the gyros in the torpedoes, causing them to run 
astray.  However, there is also evidence that the 
torpedoes failed to arm their warheads and could 
not maintain depth.  Suggestively, AEG 
implemented numerous upgrades to the torpedo 
after the Falklands conflict. 
 

The San Luis was no super-submarine, nor did it 
have a super-crew.  Yet, benefiting from a 
competent commander using ordinary tactics, it still 
managed to run circles around a dozen 
antisubmarine frigates from one of the most capable 
navies in the world, and might easily have sunk 
several warships had its torpedoes functioned as 
intended.  The RN, for its part, expended hundreds 
of expensive antisubmarine munitions and 
dispatched 2,253 helicopter sorties chasing false 
contacts, without detecting the San Luis on either 
occasion it closed within firing range.  Real 
submarine warfare has been, thankfully, extremely 
rare since World War II. The Falkland experience 
suggests that cheap diesel submarines could be 
very difficult to counter even when facing well-
trained and well-equipped adversaries. 
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I Once Attended the Funeral of a Royal Marine 
He had written his own Funeral and insisted it was 
read as he wrote his eulogy after dying of a 
debilitating Parkinson’s disease.  The following is in 
the same vein, and the Booty insisted no one was 
to feel sorry for him and stated ‘Shit Happens’. 

 

It was Months Ago.  We Did Not know You, 
Your name, or Owt about you 

But lots of things have change since then, 

I really must salute you. 
 

You’re spreading rate is quite intense, 

You’re feeding like a gannet. 

Disruption caused, is so immense, 

You’ve shaken our small planet. 
 

Corona used to be a beer, 

They garnished it with limes. 

But now it’s filled us all with fear, 

These days are scary times. 
 

No shaking hands, or kissing lips, 

It’s what they all advise. 

But scrub them well, right to the tips, 

That’s how we’ll all survive. 
 

Just stay inside the house please do, 

No sneaking out for strolls. 

Just check the lavvy every hour, 

And stock-take, your loo rolls! 
 

Our holidays have been put off, 

No, sorry that’s Jet2 patter. 

Put on your thermals, have a laugh, 

And paddle in in your pond water. 
 

Canary Isles, not for a while, 

No need for suntan cream. 

And all because of this new bug, 

You know it to be Covid 19. 
 

The boredom surly will set in, 

But have a read, or doodle. 

Or plan your menu for the month, 

With 95 pot noodles. 
 

When these run out, just look about, 

A change, it would be nice. 

We’ve beans and pasta by the ton, 

And twenty stone of rice. 
 

So do not think you will wipe us out, 

Aye true, a few have died. 

Bubonic, Bird Flu, and TB, 

They came, they left, they tried. 
 

You might be gallant now my friend, 

As you jump from cup to cup. 

But when we get our vaccine made, 

Your Number Will be Up. 
 

Translated into English from a poem 

By Willie Sinclair   March 2020 

Blow as £3.9m Lottery Bid for New 
Royal Marines Museum Fails Again. 

Tom Cotterill  Portsmouth News 16 April 2020 
Lottery chiefs have thrown out a £3.9m cash plea to 
build a new RM Museum in Portsmouth, in a 
crushing blow.  Finance tsars at the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund (NLHF) refused to back the plan for a 
new site honouring the illustrious history of the RN 
Commandos.  It’s the second time the organisation 
has rejected a cash application by heritage bosses 
at the National Museum of the Royal Navy (NMRN).  
The latest snub could be the final nail in the coffin of 
a three-year saga to try and secure a new home in 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard for the ‘world-leading’ 
military attraction.  It comes as the organisation 

faces its deepest financial crisis in 
a generation as it struggles to deal 
with the impact of the coronavirus 
lockdown, which has forced all its 
sites to close.  Professor Dominic 
Tweddle, director general at the 
NMRN, insisted he was committed 
to building a new Marines 
museum.  However, he previously 
warned such an attraction may not 

be based in Portsmouth and instead located at one 
of its sites in the north of the UK.  Reacting to the 
latest rejection from the NLHF, Prof Tweddle added: 
‘This was of course bitterly disappointing particularly 
at a time when the excellent work of our armed 
forces in supporting civilian services is never more 
apparent.’ 
 

The decision by lottery executives was revealed to 
the NMRN early last month, just days before the 
charity furloughed much of its national workforce to 
save cash as it shut up shop during the lockdown.  
Speaking from his home, Prof Tweddle added the 
funding situation facing the organisation was 
‘unique’.  ‘The closure of our sites in Belfast, 
Hartlepool, Yeovilton, Portsmouth and Gosport has 
left us with significant challenges,’ he said.  The 
former museum site, at the old Royal Marines 
barracks in Eastney, was closed in 2017.  The site 
has not yet been sold.  Prof Tweddle said the NMRN 
had made ‘significant investment’ in its hi-tech 
storage site at the historic dockyard, where the RM 
collection will now be housed. 
 

‘When completed this will provide public access in 
a way that has never before been possible,’ he said.  
The director London and south at the NLHF, said 
£55m had been invested into Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard in previous grants.  ‘We know this will be 
disappointing news for NMRN.  Unfortunately, we 
have a very high level of competition for grants at 
every stage of our application process and we are 
unable to support all the applications we receive,’ 
he said.  ‘We will support and advise NMRN as they 
consider the future of this project.  Our committee, 
which takes decisions on funding, have been clear 
they would be happy to consider a further 
application in the future.’ 
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Russia to Test its First Submarine-based 
Hypersonic Missiles 

Igor Rozin, Russia Beyond   16 Apr 2020 
These weapons will turn nuclear submarines turn 
into the most formidable force at sea.  The Zircon 
hypersonic missile has been sent for underwater 
testing on the Project 885 Yasen-class nuclear 
submarine, Russian media reported citing sources 
in the military-industrial complex (MIC).  ‘As part of 
the ongoing tests of the Zircon fleet-based missile 
system, it is planned to fire the hypersonic missile 

from the 
Severodvinsk 

submarine under the 
water,’ a source said.  
The source clarified 
that originally Zircon 
was to be launched 

from the upgraded Project 885M (Yasen-M) Kazan 
lead submarine, but the plans were revised due to 
protracted testing of the vessel.  The precise launch 
date has yet to be specified.  However, according to 
the MIC source, three or four launches from the 
frigate Admiral Gorshkov in the Barents Sea are 
scheduled for this year, after which the missile will 
be underwater-tested from the Severodvinsk.  The 
first Zircon tests of 2020 took place in Jan in the 
Barents Sea; the missile successfully hit a coastal 
target from a distance of 500 km. 
 

What is Zircon?  Russia is the first country in the 
world to develop a weapon capable of flying to the 
target at more than 2.5 km/s (eight times the speed 
of sound).  Zircon is basically the perfect weapon, 
uncatchable by global air defence systems for the 
next decade.  For comparison, the response time of 
the most advanced US air defence system, the 
Aegis, is eight seconds.  This is long enough for 
Zircon to clear the air defence system’s 
engagement range and successfully destroy the 
target, military analyst Dmitry Safonov told Russia 
Beyond.  Zircon is currently being tested as an anti-
ship weapon.  Russia plans to incorporate Zircon 
hypersonic technologies in other systems too. 
 

Zircon for Air Defence  According to the military, 
the next to receive the hypersonic technologies, 
after navy vessels, will be the S-500 Prometey 
(Prometheus) air defence system, which will guard 
the nation’s borders.  The developers are tasked 
with training these missiles to hit targets at new 
altitudes in low-Earth orbit (about 100 km above the 
Earth’s surface). The Zircon system for the S-500 is 
codenamed 40N6.  The fundamental difference 
between the two systems is the latter’s new homing 
head, with which The fundamental difference 
between the two systems is the latter’s new homing 
head, with which the 40H6 can independently 
locate, lock onto, and destroy a near-space target. 
And instead of search and guidance being radar-
integrated like before, the missile will handle these 
tasks itself as it flies beyond the reach of Earth-
bound radar systems. 

Research Papers Point to PLAN’s 
Next-Generation Submarine Technologies 

Andrew Tate, London Jane's Defence 9 Apr 2020 
Two Chinese research papers that emerged in early 
April through social media provide further evidence 
of significant technological developments that may 
be incorporated in the design of the next generation 
of nuclear submarines for China's People's 
Liberation Army Navy (PLAN).  The first paper 
relates to the ‘optimisation of submarine vertical 
missile launchers’ and the second to the ‘analysis of 
radiated noise of a no-shaft pumpjet’.  If these 
papers reflect technology to be incorporated into the 
third generation of Chinese nuclear-powered 
submarines it would indicate a much greater 
advance than was achieved in progressing from the 
first-generation submarines to the second, namely 
the Type 093 (Shang)-class nuclear-powered attack 
submarines (SSNs) and the Type 094 (Jin)-class 
nuclear-powered ballistic missile-carrying 
submarines (SSBNs).  The PLAN's concept of 
operations for nuclear and conventionally powered 
attack submarines appears to prioritise anti-surface 
ship warfare (ASuW) over anti-submarine warfare 
(ASW), so there is widespread anticipation that the 
next-generation Type 095 SSN will be fitted with 
vertical launch tubes for anti-ship cruise missiles 
(ASCMs) and possibly also land-attack cruise 
missiles (LACMs). 
 

One of the papers that recently emerged had been 
published in the Ship Science and Technology 
Journal in April 2017 but other research papers 
relating to submarine vertical launch systems date 
back to at least 2005, reflecting that this has been 
an active area of research for a considerable time.  
The capabilities delivered by the US Navy's Virginia-
class SSNs, initially configured with 12 individual 
vertical launch tubes and latterly with two Virginia 
Payload Tubes capable of supporting the same 
number of missiles, will have been studied and 
modelled extensively at the various Chinese naval 
research institutes and may influence the Type 095 
design.  The pump-jet referred to in the second 
paper, published in the Journal of Ship Mechanics 
in November 2018, is an alternative to a 
conventional propeller, consisting of a multi-vanned 
rotor and a stator within a duct, similar in concept to 
a single-stage turbine. 
 

Egypt Receives Third Submarine from Germany 
Middle East Monitor  10 April, 2020 

Egypt has received Boat 3 of 4 Type 209/1400 
ordered in 2014 at Kiel in Germany.  ‘After the 
technical and specialised crew completed 
simultaneous training in Egypt and Germany in 
record time.’  Manufactured by the German 
company, ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems, the 
diesel-electric submarine is 211 feet long and has a 
submerged speed of 22.5 knots and a submerged 
range of 400 nautical miles, at a speed of four knots. 
The 64m long submarine is capable of firing missiles 
against both land and naval targets. 
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Audacious Arrives at Clyde.  The fourth of the 

Royal Navy’s new Astute class submarines.  HMS 

Audacious arrived at her new home at HMNB Clyde 

on April 7 after sailing from Barrow-in-Furness.  

Flying the White Ensign, Audacious was given a 

warm welcome by members of the Submarine Flotilla 

at Faslane, as she berthed alongside for the first 

time.  ‘It is with great 

excitement that we 

welcome HMS Audacious 

to the Clyde, joining her 

three sister submarines,’ 

said Commodore Jim 

Perks OBE, Head of the 

Submarine Service.  ‘HMS 

Audacious represents an ever-improving example of 

the world-leading Astute class submarine. She is 

right at the cutting-edge of technology, built here in 

the UK by our own people. She will provide the 

country with remarkable security at sea to protect our 

nation’s interests.’  HMS Audacious will join sister-

submarines HMS Astute, HMS Ambush and HMS 

Artful which are already in-service and operating 

from Faslane. A further three boats – named Anson, 

Agamemnon and Agincourt - are currently under 

construction at BAE in Barrow.  The crew of 

Audacious will now embark on shore training before 

heading back to sea to continue with sea trials. 
 

Vengeance Exercises Freedom of Bury Members 

of HMS Vengeance’s ship’s company exercised the 

submarine’s freedom of Bury St Edmunds on 4 Mar 

by marching through the town centre.  Submariners 

and local Sea Cadets took to the streets of the Suffolk 

town cheered on by members of the public and local 

business owners and market stallholders.  Beginning 

at the town’s war memorial on Angel Hill, the parade, 

led by Bury St 

Edmunds Sea Cadet’s 

marching band.  They 

passed through 

Abbeygate Street, 

Cornhill, Central Walk, Charter Square before 

returning to Angel Hill.  During their visit to the area 

crew also stopped-in at the Priory School where they 

helped paint the school’s boarding house and also 

visited Riverwalk Campus to conduct DIY and general 

maintenance work on the grounds.  There was also 

the opportunity to attend a football match between 

Ipswich Town and Fleetwood Town and Vengeance’s 

crew also pulled on their football boots a couple of 

days later to face RAF Honington on the field. 

Award for Artful Ladies  Submariners from HMS 

Artful were among those who scooped an award at 

the Naval Servicewomen’s Network annual dinner 

and conference at RNAD Yeovilton recently.  It was 

recognised that each female submariner onboard 

had, without exception, 

excelled in their own 

field of specialism and 

ensured that high 

levels of morale were 

maintained across the 

submarine through a 

challenging generation package.  For this the 

Submariners were awarded the Inclusive Teamwork 

Award.  The Naval Servicewomen’s Network was 

launched in 2013 and is designed for women 

serving in the Naval Service, Royal Navy, Maritime 

Reserves, Royal Marines and Royal Fleet Auxiliary. 
 

Submarine HMS Talent was North of the Isle of 

Skye recently to conduct trials for the Spearfish 

Upgrade (SFU) programme. Joined by 

representatives from Navy Command, Maritime 

Warfare Centre, FOST, Torpedo Tomahawk and 

Harpoon Project Team, the Combat System Delivery 

Team, BAE and Qinetiq, HMS Talent and her crew 

undertook a four-day test, the culmination of years of 

research and development.  The torpedo was put 

through its paces in a range of 

challenging real-world scenarios 

culminating in simulated attacks on 

HMS Sutherland and on Talent 

herself.  Lt Andrew Barr, HMS 

Talent’s Operations Officer, said: 

‘The success of this trial has 

ensured that the RN will remain at 

the cutting-edge of submarine 

operations and be ready in all respects to face the full 

spectrum of global threats in the 21st century.’  The 

Spearfish Upgrade programme is modernising the 

Submarine Service’s anti-ship and anti-submarine 

war fighting capabilities for decades to come. As well 

as improving safety, the tactical software has also 

been digitised enabling the weapon to take 

advantage of modern algorithm and tactical decision 

making.  Part of the wider strategic Spearfish 

programme, the aim is to deliver a MOD 1 next 

generation torpedo that will see service in Astute, 

Vanguard and Dreadnought class submarines.  
 

Erskine Vets Benefit from CASD Cash.  Veterans 

at the Erskine Care Home have been presented with 

£10,000 by FOSNI raised by CAD50. Erskine 

couldn’t deliver our renowned compassionate and 

professional care without the support of donors.’  

Money was raised through the sale of CASD50 

merchandise, such as cuff-links, mugs and badges 

at events across the UK. Erskine was one of three 

chosen charities to benefit from £10,000 each. 
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A LOOK AT THE PAST – SOCA News 1997 

As stated last month on one of my 

CV tidy-ups I came across some 

SOCA News from the 1990’s and 

edited by the Late Ray Gritt.  I have 

included some in our newsletter, 

hopefully of interest? 
 

Letters to Editor Sept 97.  A Class Patrol 

Submarines took up the challenge after the war.  17 

boats in all.  Their role was a different and difficult 

task for our submarine service.  They performed 

magnificently adapted to the changes in technology 

from low bridges to fins.  Guns were removed, 

streamlined for silent running, they did their duty all 

over the world.  Sniped at by the IRA running from 

Derry, probing under the ice with their upward echo 

sounders.  In the early 50’s some of the charts from 

the echo sounders were sent to Adm Rickover’s staff 

in America for study, maybe assisting in a small way 

in the record voyage of USS Nautilus under the pole 

in 1958 from the Pacific to the Atlantic.   A-Boats 

carried out their tasks no matter what, cat and mouse 

in the cold war, filming hostile coasts, used as targets 

for the Indian and Pakistan navies in the Indian 

Ocean, used as experiments for high tech torpedoes 

they adapted to it all, underwater telephones, 

Bathythermographs, the great strides in sonar 

equipment, radar, communications, new navigation 

systems.  Andrew & Alliance had a submarine 

snorting record.  The terrible loss of the Affray, the 

role of submarines in NATO.  ‘A’ boat captains & 

crews did their business.  They served in Canada, 

running from Halifax, Nova Scotia for the Canadian 

government, forever vigilant in the hostile waters 

north of Newfoundland.  ‘A’ class served in the 

country for 25 years, flogging the oggin, before 

handing over to the Porpoise and Oberon Class 

(P&O) who took the diesel electric submarines into 

the nuclear peace keeping era.  There will always be 

controversy over naming new submarines.  How they 

arrive at these names always mystifies me as much 

as others.  These three present ‘A’ class submarines 

Astute (24yrs Service), Ambush (22yrs Service) and 

Artful (21yrs Service).  No joke, no disgrace.  These 

old boats, and the officers and men who served in 

them were a credit to our submarine service.  In the 

year 2001 our submarine service celebrates its first 

100 years.  Ninety of these years were spent in 

research, development, trials, sea patrols and 

peacekeeping.  Astute, Artful and Ambush reflect 

this.   Dave (Spike) Sullivan ex LS ‘A’ Boats 
 

John Wood Cowling Stated:  He was a bit upset 

concerning comments on the names of A Boats, 

particularly Ambush as he served on her in the 

1950’s training Canadians in Nova Scotia.  I feel 

there is a division between the war submariners and 

the ‘cold war’ submariners.  After the war us ‘war kids’ 

took over the submarines from the veterans.  In my 

view, for submariners the underwater war continued, 

particularly for the Super ‘T’ Tabard, Turpin, Trump 

etc with service in the Kola Peninsula, Murmansk, no 

medals, just the Official Secret #Act!  We 

submariners kept our mouths shut over all these 

years, unlike t5he paratroopers and SAS.  If SOCA is 

to continue we must have articles of after war exploits 

to attract the younger guys into our organisation.  

There is a forgotten generation out there, let’s recruit 

them. John Wood 
 

SOCA Name Change.  In your editorial for the Sept 

97 issue you mention the image problem for SOCA 

and the need for fresh ideas etc.  You may recall when 

I was President some ten years ago, I brought this up 

on many occasions with my proposal to alter SOCA’s 

name to ‘Submariners Assn’.  this was based on the 

fact that we had few younger members because the 

image of SOCA to them was an organisation entirely 

for old and bolds.  Sadly, I didn’t get the idea through 

the Annual conference and that was that.  It is still my 

view that changing the name is the first step to 

changing the image, getting the young to join and 

getting fresh ideas, so why not try again?  Tony Troup 
 

Editor:  Derby hosted one of the SOCA many 

consultations for about half a dozen branches from 

the East Midlands in the late 1990’s and we moved 

into the second millennium as Submarines 

Association. 
 

Malta Facts Corrected  P32 was sunk by mines off 

Tripoli as she attempted to attack a convoy entering 

the port on 18 Aug 1941.  P39 was bombed 

alongside Talbot on 6 Mar and damaged enough for 

her to go to the dockyard where she was bombed 

again on 26 Mar & beached and again bombed on 1 

Apr (no casualties) as was P36 bombed and sunk 

alongside the base, salvaged in 1958 and sunk at 

sea off Malta.  Pandora also sunk in the Dockyard 
 

Prostate Cancer.  Excuse the wobbly writing as I am 

in hospital with prostate cancer and Parkinson’s 

disease.  Part of the treatment involved an 

Orchidectomy: nothing to do with wild flowers!  Look 

it up.  No, to save you the bother, it’s castration, but I 

am not singing soprano!  An alleged lady friend of 

mine asked if she could have them silver plated for 

ear-rings (Well, they would be different!)  On the 

receptionist’s desk opposite the consulting room was 

a two-sided name plate.  Waiting to see the man it 

read ‘Outpatients’.  He told me I had cancer but told 

me he could help me, i.e. Orchidectomy.  When I 

returned to sit facing the reception desk the sign had 

been turned round – on the other side it read ‘Family 

Planning’.  We all creased up! Said I, ‘I’ve heard of 

drastic measures, but isn’t this a little over the top?’  

It’s a hard-old life if you can’t take a joke against 

yourself.  Not more than 5o of after bubble yours aye 
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LOCAL DS NEWS AND UPDATES 
 

I sincerely hope everyone is coping with the situation 

we find ourselves in?  It certainly invokes some 

strange situations and thoughts?  Ann and I have 

adopted the new Days of the Week as per the Thought 

for the Day in last months newsletter.  I keep track with 

my breakfast Thisday, Porridge to keep cholesterol 

down, Thatday, to get it off the menu, Otherday, a 

Poached egg/Toast, Someday, 2 Weetabix and/or 

Cornflakes to fill the dish, Yesterday, Shreddies, 

Today and Nextday we keep to the weekend treat of 

Bacon, Egg and Mushroom Sarnie as our local farm 

bacon comes in an eight pack and appears about ¼’ 

thick to fill you up!!  I confess both Ann & I have stated 

it is our first experience of what retirement should be 

like but, I cannot understand how anyone can get 

bored?  We have a snack at lunch and Ann always 

provides a splendid evening meal (I open the wine).  

We tend to live on Fresh produce from the local farms 

and shops but hopefully the garden will produce in 

Jul/Aug.  We have had to go without things, but our 

closed local shop does deliver bread, milk and basics 

for us and we still have a regular milkman delivering 

so we just make do without what we do not have. 
 

Zoom Meeting.  Our Chair, Colin Watson is on 

Furlough from work and wondered if we could give a 

go at our AGM on Zoom.  I have worked 

Communications since I left school to join the RN in 

1966 and have always loved the technology of 

communications both in work and leisure.  I was 

reading Morse Code in the Scouts in the late 1950’s 

having been taught by the Royal Signals Sgt attached 

to my father’s tank regiment 16/5th Lancers in 

Germany before I was ten, and through the RN and 

work have found my work and interests in computers 

from Commodore Computers and Ami Pro. and 

thence DoS and other early systems thence working 

through the Microsoft systems from MS97 through to 

MS10.  However, following a series of strokes the last 

ten years or so I have lost the ability to grasp new info 

and technology (Or just getting old).  Thus, I stated to 

Colin I would give it a go, BUT I do not feel I have the 

ability to set up and run such a system.  This is the 

reason I have been sending signals out that after 23 

years as Secretary, I feel it is time for younger blood 

to step up to the Footplate?  

 

On this subject I also confess I am struggling to 

maintain the Two S/M’r WWI Graves we (I) took on in 

2000 when they came to light, there were three of us 

but now just me.  Its not onerous but getting material 

e.g. Stone for the Graves and general maintance and 

upkeep I really need help with.  The Tiff Grave and the 

Bunting need weeding and tidying up as well as a tube 

for our annual cross to be inserted on the Tiffs Grave 

which I have permission to do the work, but my 

medical problems last year prevented me making it so. 

Lock Down has obviously made things a little 
quieter for DS but admin continues and as you will 
have noticed (I hope) there has been no problem 
filling up the newsletter despite the absence of 
activities and socials i.e. Lunch Clubs and the 
associated work and jolly’s to the various pubs to 
organise them.  In relation to admin, Albert’s family 
kindly donated the proceeds at his funeral to DS 
which totalled £253.20 which was 
very kind.  The first correspondence 
from the Undertakers contained the 
letter advising of this collection but 
omitted the cheque and information 
from the envelope and the duplicate 
went missing.  The difficulties of 
working from home were evident but eventually both 
cheques written but not received were cancelled 
and I suggested an electronic transfer which was 
received 4 May, and use can be discussed after 
Lock Down at our still to happen AGM?  
 

Our Diary & Programme.  Topsy Turvy is the best 
description with some such as the Merchant Navy 
grasping the virus and wringing it’s neck and making 
a decision to cancel 2020, to others taking it a month 
at a time e.g. Crich Memorial, Stanley Gala etc.  
However, last month I after consulting the relatives 
of the Stanley Bomber, cancelled the Spitfire 
Flypast and Annual Service in the Stanley 
Churchyard due on 4 July based on the majority of 
the attendees age and realistic to realise it is the 
Spitfire not the church service which is the biggest 
attraction!  I have now applied for a Flyover for 2021 
and I will try and keep on top of the diary as I find 
out what is going on, and hopefully the all red entries 

of Cancelled CV will diminish sooner rather than 
later as the year progresses (We hope).  I have 
however drawn the conclusion that my most 
useless purchase of 2019 was my 2020 Planner!! 
 

VE Day has come and gone with very limited input 
due to Lock Down, and all 
original plans scaled down to 
bare minimum.  I still flew the 
Flag and put some bunting out 
and had a can or two of my 
precious beer stock.  A few 
houses decorated with scale 
down bunting and Peter J sent 
in this photo of him and Joyce 
outside their house in 
Littleover.  Likewise confined to 
home it was sad to stand in my 
garden at 11am on Thurs 16 
April and Toast Charles 
Blakey with a Pussers Rum at the time of his funeral 
at Bramcote Crem, restricted to his son Gary and 
Maxine.  Likewise, on Friday 24 at 7pm my thoughts 
turned to the Freedom of City Dinner we had to 
cancel and admit the consolation prize of a Bottle of 
good old Aussie Shiraz was no consolation to the 
excellent company we normally enjoy at this event.  
I just hope this report finds everyone fit and well? 
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VETERANS GATEWAY LAUNCHES NEW APP 
TO SUPPORT ARMED FORCES COMMUNITY 

The new Veterans Gateway App will allow ex-
Service personnel who are in need to get help from 
the palm of their hands.  Web 
Gateway<https://www.veteransgateway.org.uk/>, a 
24-hour point of contact for veterans’ support, 
has launched a new app enabling any ex-Service 
personnel who are in need to get help from the palm 
of their hands.  The Veterans’ Gateway app has 
been funded by the MoD and the Armed Forces 
Covenant Trust Fund.  Using a smartphone or 
tablet, the Veterans’ Gateway app helps veterans 
find organisations within their local area to help with 
issues such as finances, housing, employment, 
relationship, physical and mental health.  The 
directory, which is intuitive and easy to use, groups 
all NHS facilities across the country, and over 2,000 
charitable organisations, allowing veterans and their 
families to access local support.  MoD People and 
Veterans Johnny Mercer, said: ‘I’m delighted this 
new app is now available to support veterans.  It 
provides helpful location-based signposting to the 
support and current services that are available.  We 
want to make the UK the best place in the world to 
be a veteran, and that includes a digital future where 
every veteran can easily access the support they 
need at the touch of a button.’ 
 

Since being set up in 2017, Veterans’ Gateway has 
received over 47,000 calls, signposting ex-forces 
personnel and their families to the wide range of 
support available, including the medical care in the 
NHS. Assistant Director of Veterans’ Gateway, 
Mark Collins said: ‘This new app is a great way of 
enabling the veteran community to find information 
and gain advice on the go. Our team are here for 
them 24/7 and this technology means they can 
access local information quickly or use it to contact 
the service. By showing them the help and support 
available locally, it strengthens the fact that 
Veterans’ Gateway is the key point of contact for 
veterans and their families.’  Northumbria University 
has developed the app alongside American based 
software designers Ripplenami. Associate 
Professor of Mental Health and Veteran Studies 
from Northumbria University Dr Matt Kiernan PhD 
said: ‘This is the first time that this type of mapping 
technology has been available on an app.  We are 
proud that through this excellent collaboration we 
have been able to create something bespoke to the 
veteran community.  It will benefit veterans and their 
families as they use it and it will allow us to better 
understand the needs of the veteran community 
across the UK and use that information to develop 
future services.’  The Veterans’ Gateway app is 
available for free on the Apple App Store and 
Google Play. 
 

Two Secrets to Keep your Marriage on Track 
1. Whenever you're wrong, Admit it. 
2. Whenever you're Right, Shut up. 
Patrick Murray 

BLACK TOT DAY 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
31 JULY 1970-2020 

This year we mark the 50th anniversary of Black Tot 
Day - the day when sailors in the Royal Navy were 
issued with their final daily ration of rum, ending a 

tradition of more than 300 
years.  Black Tot Day 50th 
Anniversary.  On 31 July 1970, 
the final day of the rum ration, 
it was poured as usual at 6 
bells in the forenoon watch 
(11am) after the pipe of 'up 
spirits'.  Some sailors wore 
black armbands, tots were 

'buried at sea' and in one navy training camp there 
was a mock funeral procession complete with black 
coffin and accompanying drummers and piper. 
 

'Are the Men in Good Spirits?'  If the last fifty years 
have been dry (relatively speaking) the previous 
three centuries were anything but. Since the reign of 
Henry VIII sailors had been issued with regular tots 
of spirits - sometimes gin but usually brandy. Mind 
you, the term 'tot' with its implications of a small 
measure is misleading. In the 17th and 18th 
centuries the daily ration was half a pint - a quarter at 

noon and the 
other quarter at 
sunset. To 
celebrate special 
occasions or after 
a victory, the 
captain might 
order 'Splice the 
Main brace' 
which meant 
double rations - 
pints all round. 
Puts a whole new 

perspective on the terms 'Merry England' and 'Jolly 
Sailor', doesn't it?  Oh, island in the sun.  The problem 
was: while gin was produced locally - we'd learnt the 
knack from the Dutch (hence Dutch courage) - 
brandy meant dealing with the French, a nation with 
whom we were not always on the best of terms.  
However, in 1655 Britain captured Jamaica, an island 
rich in sugar plantations.  And the conquerors 
suddenly found themselves practically awash with 
rum. It was the start of a much-loved tradition. 
 

'Don't Drink the Water’ Undoubtedly a generous 
measure of 100% proof alcohol would ease some of 
the misery of life aboard a warship, but the admiralty 
at the time were not known for their consideration of 
the men's happiness.  The practical advantage of 
alcohol is that it keeps well.  Typically, a ship would 
carry barrels of water, beer, wine and rum.  The 
water would become brackish and slimy within 
days, so they switched to the beer.  When that 
started to go off, they moved on to the wine and 
finally the rum.  If this makes a long voyage sound 
like an extended binge-drinking session, at least the 
Royal Navy imposed rationing. 

https://www.veteransgateway.org.uk/
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For privateers and pirates, sailing the Spanish Maine 
really could turn into a booze cruise.  While the RN had 
a clear chain of command, iron-hard discipline and 
certain retribution for miscreants, a buccaneer captain 
had no such support.  Pirate ships were run on far 
more democratic principles, as sort of free-booting 
collectives.  Decisions were frequently put to the vote 
with the threat of mutiny never far away.  So, if the men 
decided on a drinking spree, that's what they had - and 
many were taken prisoner while blind drunk.  A Rum 
Reputation.  The chosen tipple of gallant sailors, cut-
throats and brigands, rum has always had a slightly 
louche, devil-may-care reputation. And that stems 
from its origins.  While the production of brandy, 
Scotch, Irish whiskey and gin is regulated and 
governed on an international level, rum is something 
of a loose cannon.  Rules specifying how it's distilled 
and for how long it's aged depend on where it's 
made.  And locations range from the West Indies and 
countries around the Caribbean to India, Japan and 
(even more surprisingly), Austria.  Did Mozart wind 
down after a hard day's composing with a glass or 
two of premium dark rum?  We'll never know. 
 

Take More Water with It!  What's not in doubt is the 
role played by Vice Admiral Edward Vernon.  
Concerned about the fighting efficiency of seamen 
who were over-refreshed, he ordered the rum ration to 
be diluted, two parts water to one-part rum.  This 
weaker but still potent mixture became known as grog.  
Why? Probably because Vernon was nicknamed Old 
Grog, on account of the grogham cloth coat he wore, 
although this view is by no means universal. 
 

What's in a name?  That's the thing about rum.  It's a 
free spirit.  Hard to tie down.  Even the origin of the 
name is argued about.  It may come from the last 
syllable of saccharum the Latin word for sugar, or the 
Romany rum meaning strong or potent.  Then again 
it could be a truncated version of rumbullion or 
rumbustion, both meaning tumult or uproar.  If you 
think of a gun deck packed with fighting men each 
with a pint of rum inside them, this last definition 
sounds the most likely.  But now the sun's just dipping 
below the yardarm.  Time to pour a generous 
measure of golden nectar.  And sip, savour and 
salute a splendid tradition.  Cheers! 
 

THE ALTERNATIVES? 
All Matelots will know that Rum is not the only spirit 
with close historic ties to the Navy, Gin has always 

been popular with the Fleet, 
and the drink dates back to 
the 16th century in England. 
The RN helped carry British-
style gin across the globe, 
and now Nelson’s Gin has 
produced the VE Day Charity 
Gin, a London dry gin with a 
secret blend of 27 botanicals, 

as their way of ‘giving to those who have given up so 
much for us.’  For more details of this remembrance 
gin see   https://nelsonsdistillery.co.uk/celebrating-
historical-victories-nelsons-launches-a-ve-charity-gin/  

Sirens Sound at Faslane as RN marks VE Day 
C. Borland  Helensburgh Advertiser  8 May 2020 

The blast of sound from the Faslane fleet happened 
for 60 seconds at 3pm, the moment when, in 1945, 
PM Winston Churchill made a radio broadcast to 
confirm to the nation that WWII in Europe was over.  
The commemoration, echoed by RN ships at sea and 
in port around the world,  followed two minutes' 
silence at 11am, observed at the naval base, in the 
Helensburgh and Lomond area, across the UK and 
beyond, as people paid silent tribute to those who 
fought for the Allies in the war.  The tribute formed 
part of a much-reduced programme of events to mark 
the milestone, after parades and street parties had to 
be cancelled because of the coronavirus lockdown 
restrictions.  Later on Friday, as darkness falls over 
the Gareloch at 10pm, the searchlights of the vessels 
berthed at Faslane will be shone skywards for five 
minutes, remembering that the end of the war also 
meant the end of night-time blackout regulations. 

 

Barrow in Furness has UK's Highest 
Covid-19 Infection Rate 

Helen Pidd   The Guardian   12 May 2020 
Barrow in Furness in Cumbria is one of the remotest 
towns in England, situated on a windy peninsula a 
45-minute drive from the nearest motorway and 
receives a fraction of the visitors of the nearby Lake 
District, yet it has the highest coronavirus infection 
rate in the UK.  According to the latest government 
figures, 552 people in Barrow have so far been 
infected with Covid-19, a rate of 882.2 for every 
100,000 people.  Sixty-one Barrowvians had died 
from Covid-19 by 1 May.  It is a lot in a town of 67,000 
people, giving it a death rate of 91 for every 100,000, 
one of the worst outside of London. 
 

The first person to die from Covid-19 in Barrow 
attended a house party in the town where at least five 
other people were infected, according to one expert 
familiar with the local infection pattern.  The party 
took place before lockdown on 23 March and there is 
no suggestion the host or any guests were being 
reckless.  How everyone else in Barrow got infected 
is not yet clear, according to Cumbria director of 
public health.  He said the high infection rate could in 
part be explained by the fact more people in Barrow 
have been tested than in other places, & said the high 
rate of infection in Barrow continues to cause 
concern locally and theories include high levels of 
deprivation among the densely packed terraces:  
‘Most of Barrow is very compact: 40-50% of Barrow 
is terraced housing and we’ve got a lot of flats, we’ve 
got a lot of deprivation, a lot of health inequalities.’  
We have quite a lot of historic respiratory problems 
from people who worked in old industry, in the ship 
yards and Barrow’s population is also older than 
average, with 22.7% of residents aged 65 to 90, 
compared with the England average of 18.3%.   
 ‘You would hope some sort of spike would attract 
some sort of resource to come in and help. You’d 
want someone to say: ‘We better look at that to see 
if we can learn from it.’ But so far nothing advised.’ 

https://nelsonsdistillery.co.uk/celebrating-historical-victories-nelsons-launches-a-ve-charity-gin/
https://nelsonsdistillery.co.uk/celebrating-historical-victories-nelsons-launches-a-ve-charity-gin/
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Coronavirus Crisis at UK's Nuclear S/M Base 
Jake Wallis Simons  Mailonline  19 Mar 2020 

Britain's Trident nuclear submarine base is in the grip 
of a Coronavirus scare.  HM’s Naval Base Clyde, the 
home of the UK nuclear deterrent in Scotland, has 
nearly 20 possible cases of infection so far.  
Servicemen and women reporting Covid-19 
symptoms have been isolated in sealed rooms with 
'no entry' signs taped to the doors.  The number of 
possible victims is currently in the 'low teens', a 
source said, and preparations are underway for a 
major outbreak.  The top floor of the Linton Block, one 
of 17 accommodation buildings at the facility, has 
been converted into a makeshift quarantine unit and 
sealed off.  A medical team equipped with masks and 
yellow biohazard bags was seen at work on the base 
last week.  A MoD source insisted that Britain's 
nuclear deterrent remains fully operational and that 
there is no possibility of a national security 
emergency.  So far nobody has tested positive on the 
base, he added, though he acknowledged that 
testing has not been carried out in every case, in line 
with Government guidelines. 
 

Staff have complained at being 'left in the dark', 
saying they have not been informed about the virus 
risk at the facility.  'Nobody knows what is going on 
and it's making people frightened,' one told 
MailOnline on condition of anonymity.  'We have not 
had a single communication to tell us what is 
happening, and every day more rooms are sealed 
off.  'Everyone here is expected to put our lives on 
the line for the Navy. We just want the Navy to level 
with us and tell us what the risk is.'  A MoD source 
said that the jigsaw of different private firms and Navy 
units that operate the base has made it difficult to 
communicate news about the virus effectively to all 
staff.  The source said: 'The base is endeavouring to 
ensure all personnel are aware of the situation and 
the measures being taken to safeguard personnel.'   
 

HMNB Clyde, commonly known throughout the Navy 
as 'Faslane', is home to 3,000 service personnel, 800 
of their families and 4,000 civilian workers, mainly 
from the engineering firm Babcock International.  The 
Linton Block, where the quarantine facility is being 
set up, is opposite the 'Supermess', one of the base's 
major leisure hubs.  In addition to separate bars for 
officers and sailors, there are restaurants, cafes and 
shops, with a bowling alley, ski slope, swimming pool 
and gym nearby.  All of these are now seen as a 'petri 
dish for the virus', according to personnel serving at 
the site, and most are being closed down as the top 
brass prepares for the worst.  The sports schedules, 
which include circuit training and team events such 
as football, rugby and boxing, have been cancelled, 
and the swimming pool has been shut in an effort to 
combat the spread of the disease.  The quarantine 
area consists of about 24 single rooms, known as 
'cabins' in Navy jargon, each containing a double 
bed, wardrobe, desk and chair, chest of drawers, 
bedside cabinet and television table.  Each also has 
a walk-in shower, ensuite lavatory and sink. 

Cleaning staff normally service the cabins once a 
week and there are communal kitchens with washing 
machines and tumble dryers.  A RN spokesman said: 
'The MoD has put in place robust plans to ensure the 
delivery of key operations in the UK and overseas 
and we are confident that essential defence tasks will 
be maintained during this time.  'Any serving 
personnel who are showing symptoms will follow the 
advice and guidance issued by Public Health 
England.  Whilst sensible precautions are being 
taken, all required outputs are being maintained at 
HM Naval Base Clyde.'  The base in Faslane, about 
40miles northwest of Glasgow, is the home of the 
Submarine Service, and is the RN's main presence 
in Scotland.  In addition to Trident, Britain's nuclear 
deterrent, it houses the new generation of hunter-
killer submarines.  The site is run in partnership with 
Babcock International, a civilian firm that provides 
specialist engineering services and manages the 
base's critical infrastructure and nuclear facilities.  
The RN Armaments Depot at Coulport, eight miles 
from Faslane, is responsible for the storage and 
maintenance of Trident and all submarine weaponry. 
 

We Remember Submariners Charity 
On behalf of the Chairman and the trustees, we 
would like to thank you all for your continued 
generosity and support as We Remember 

Submariners (WRS) 
continues to mature as a 
charity.  Following the 
appointment to some key 
roles, the organisational 
structure of WRS is:  Founder 
John Bradbury, Patron Gill 
Molyneux, Chairman Ian 

Atkinson, Vice Chair CPO David Smith, Treasurer 
Nigel Mellor, Trustees: Graham Bishop, David 
Wain, CPO Paul Foran, Nigel Mellor, Mick 
Dewhirst, James Dickaty, L/S Andrew Whyte, WO1 
Steve Thorpe & Peter Fisher. 
 

Membership to join We Remember Submariners 
opened on the 1st Sept 2019.  Already, there are 
over 800 members, so thank you for your valued 
support. For those who have as yet not joined, 
membership is entirely optional and will not affect 
anybody being able to purchase the annual pin, 
from the shop or outstations, when they become 
available. https://we-remember-
submariners.com/membership/wrs-membership 
Annual membership costs £10 for a full 12 months 
membership.  For that, you will receive the 2020 
pin (worth £5.50), when it becomes available, a 
member badge (worth £5.50) and 10% discount in 
the online shop (excluding the current yearly pin).  
The 2020 pin features three gold poppies 
remembering WRS members who passed away in 
2019 and a single blue heart in recognition of the 
NHS and key workers during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Additional 2020 pins will still be available 
at £5.50 each, through the online shop or regional  
outstations. 

https://we-remember-submariners.com/membership/wrs-membership
https://we-remember-submariners.com/membership/wrs-membership
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ARA San Juan  A total of £31,000 has been raised 
from generous donations including the sale of a 
special pin, the sale of a rugby shirt and donations 
from Ocean Infinity and Barrow SA for the families 
of the 44 submariners that sadly died aboard the 
Argentinian submarine in November 2017.  We 
Remember Submariners are proud to announce 

that following many months 
of dealing with bureaucratic 
difficulties, this money has 
now been transferred to all 
of the families of the crew of 
ARA San Juan. This has 
been a gargantuan effort by 

many individuals and has cemented the relationship 
between our two countries.  88 of the pictured ARA 
San Juan pins have also now arrived in Argentina, 
two of which are being gifted to each of the families 
of the 44 crew members.  As Chairman, I would like 
to offer my sincere thanks to all those who made this 
possible, both in the UK and in Argentina. We will 
remember them. BZ 
https://we-remember-submariners.com/  
 

JP Misson Sitrep 7 May 2020  An Email Response 
JP expressed he was grateful to name withheld for 
his openness on this subject and stated he was so 
glad he I have reached a person who knows about 
submarines!  I am not interested in blaming anyone, 
my goal is to make sure the 44 Souls in the British 
War Grave at Marsa el Hilal Libya (HMS Urge) are 
not written off for ever by the fraudulent claim that 
the wreck of this submarine has been found Off 
Malta and by the subsequent ‘validation’ of that 
claim, by Navy Command/MoD.  The evidence one 
of the wrecks found off Malta and claimed to be 
HMS Urge can in no way be Urge, because it is a 
Parthian Class submarine HMS Pandora.  I insist an 
Inquiry is required to publicly reveal why this 
deception was organised (we know the names of 
the Claimants).  The truth must be revealed to the 
Families of those in that tomb because they have 
been officially deceived by those who put in the fake 
Claim and by those who officially validated this 
Claim: RN/MoD.  What has happened there is 
neither to the standard of the RN nor of the MoD. 
 

My father served as a Captain in the British Army in 
Egypt/Libya, 1941-1949 and he survived the war 
certainly because of what the submariners did to 
disrupt the flow of supplies to the Axis forces, and 
many lost their life in doing so!  I will not fail those 
who rest at Marsa el Hilal/Libya the way they are 
being disgracefully failed by (a few) others.  To 
pretend they are off Malta is a crass fraud: An Insult 
to Urge’s Ships Company, a Lie being told to their 
Families and a rather unacceptable Distortion of 
History.  Navy Command has so far consulted 
‘historians’ who want the recent find of wrecks off 
Malta to stick to what was thought of the demise of 
HMS Urge in 1942 (because of her total silence from 
the moment she departed Malta, the obvious cause 
was that she had been mined). 

I seek help to get Navy Command to consult veteran 
Submariners or sonar Analysts because this is a 
matter of deciphering sonar images/videos as this is 
where the sham is revealed.  My advantage is that I 
knew this to be a fraudulent Claim, the moment I 
read the articles in the Press.  My only merit is to 
have scrutinised the images to prove none of these 
wrecks are Urge.  This I submitted to Navy 
Command and DSMA, starting December 2019. 
 

The reluctance at Navy Command to ‘reconsider’ 
their position is difficult to overcome and although I 
have copied most of my work to the Secretary of the 
SA, I have received no feedback, let alone support.  
It looks as though the pledge to be loyal to those 
who gave their life for Freedom has been forgotten.  
I look forward to getting some advice as to who 
would be in a position to order an Inquiry to find out 
how all this could ever have happened. 
Kind regards  JP (no need for Jean-Pierre) 
Editor:  SA have discussed & rightly concluded they 
do not have any expert sonar expertise or living 
witnesses to challenge either of these claims thus 
rightly must follow the experts namely the RN 
historians.  I believe it is not only a question of Urge, 
but It would serve history better and honour those 
now sitting on the bottom of the Med in a cluster 
together, if they could be properly be identified, in an 
area deemed safe?  However, we cannot ever lay 
blame on anyone now so long after the event how all 
these vessels are so close together in an uncharted 
minefield suspected laid by the Italians in WWII. 
 

SA News & Meetings 
NMC Zoom Meeting held 18 April 2020.  This 
email release to SA Branch Secs is clearly marked 
up as ‘These minutes and any other paperwork 
released by the NMC to the SA members and 
Branches is intended for members and should not 
be published to the general public’.  I as DS Sec on 
behalf of Tony G our SA Sec undertake distribution 
of Admin  to those DS Members with SA 
Membership, but feel I must respect this 
confidentiality clause therefore I will not print any 
information in the DS Newsletter, which in the past 
was considered of interest to SA Members without 
a request direct from SA or Tony as a SA 
Secretary.  I have checked our SA Members List 
and all have access to an internet except one and 
will ask our Chair to keep him updated as he 
undertakes Welfare contact during the CV virus.  
Thus, all SA Derby’s Members will continue to have 
the NMC Minutes forwarded as normal but the 
highlights and news normally viewed in the 
newsletter which does have approx. 400+ 
distribution, I consider the public domain thus the 
vetting off unless otherwise instructed by SA. 
 

VETERANS UK USEFUL INFORMATION 
Obviously, DS or Veterans UK now all remote 
working, will continue to deliver the best service 
possible to our most vulnerable veterans. 
www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-
changes-to-veterans-uk-services   

https://we-remember-submariners.com/
http://www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-changes-to-veterans-uk-services
http://www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-changes-to-veterans-uk-services
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KEEPING SUBMARINERS SAFE IN COVID19 
The Written Question:  To ask the Secretary of 
State for Defence, what steps the Government is 
taking to minimise the risk of covid-19 amongst 
personnel in the RN Submarine Service.   
James Heappey, The Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Defence, answered: 
‘Mitigation measures are being put in place to 
minimise the risk of COVID-19 onboard a 
submarine and to maintain the health and wellbeing 
of their ships’ companies.  The Submarine Service 
is following Public Health England (PHE) guidelines 
where practical for all personnel and, to reduce the 
risk of transmission, further emphasis is being 
placed on the cleaning of communal areas and 
personal hygiene.  Measures have been introduced 
prior to sailing which involve the whole ship’s 
company quarantining onboard the submarine. In 
addition, personnel who are, or whose households 
are, symptomatic will be isolated before embarking, 
in accordance with PHE self-isolation guidelines.  
Any individual who experiences symptoms while at 
sea will isolate onboard in accordance with PHE 
guidelines and receive the appropriate medical 
attention, until either recovery is established or they 
can be safely removed and returned to shore. 
 

Wondering how ships do it?  NATO discussed that 
recently.  When serving on a ship, it isn’t always 
possible to distance yourself.  Even one sailor with 
COVID-19 could mean the entire ship becomes 
infected.  Therefore, NATO crews all across the 
Alliance are taking stringent measures to ensure 
this risk is minimised.  According to a news release 
from the Alliance:  All our missions have robust 
procedures in place to protect our people and 
prevent the spread of the virus.  The particular 
action of each ship is dictated by the ship’s national 
policies. In general, it’s limiting contact between 
ships, hand washing, disinfecting of supplies 
transferred, routine ship dis-infecting and, when in 
port for resupply, crews are not allowed to leave 
their ships.  Our ships are essentially self-
quarantined in place as units.  Because of these 
enhanced measures that were undertaken weeks 
ago, we have not seen active transmission within 
any of NATO’s Standing Naval Forces.  So far, all 
our forces are able to continue conducting missions 
in a manner that takes precautionary measures, 
while still ensuring readiness.  Our forces remain 
prepared, vigilant, and ready to act if called upon.’ 
 

We Power the UK RN's Nuclear Submarine Fleet 
https://www.rolls-royce.com/products-and-

services/defence/submarines.aspx 
We power the UK’s nuclear underwater defences, 
our market-leading position in submarine propulsion 
systems encompasses everything from design and 
procurement to manufacture and in-service support.  
For the last 60 years we have designed, supplied 
and supported the nuclear propulsion plant that 
provides power for all of the UK RN's nuclear 
submarines.  We’re responsible for delivering the 

Nuclear Steam Raising Plants (NSRP), plus parts of 
the secondary propulsion systems to the UK MoD.  
We also manage these assets across their full 
lifecycle.  This includes providing frontline support 
across the world for RN submarine reactor plant 
equipment from our Operations Centre in Derby.  
We also support the submarines when in the 
Barrow-in-Furness shipyard and the naval bases at 
Devonport and Faslane.  To achieve this, we 
employ world class engineers from a variety of 
backgrounds, and similarly-skilled functional staff to 
provide customers with safe and timely delivery and 
cost-effective engineering solutions.  Our engineers 
design and substantiate the safety of the NSRP 
including: reactor cores, primary systems pipework 
and valves, major vessels, and the electronic 
control systems. They also do the same for parts of 
the secondary equipment, including the turbo-
generators and propulsors.  
 

The UK RN has maintained a Continuous At Sea 
Deterrence capability since 1969, in the form of the 
Vanguard class submarines and its predecessors. 
This means one deterrent submarine is on 
operational patrol and in a position to launch a 
nuclear missile 24/7, 365 days a year – all powered 
by Rolls-Royce. In addition, we have powered all of 
the Royal Navy's attack submarines since HMS 
Valiant was launched in 1963. 
The Royal Navy currently operates two submarine 
types: The larger Vanguard class ballistic deterrent 
submarine (SSBN) and the Trafalgar and Astute 
class attack submarines (SSN). The new SSBN 
Dreadnought, which will replace the Vanguard 
Class, is in production and due to be operational in 
the early 2030s. The entire submarine fleet of 
SSBNs is now fitted with our most advanced reactor 
cores enabling them to operate for over 20 years 
without needing to be refueled. 
 

What the UK’s Submarines Do:  Provide the UK’s 
Strategic Nuclear Defence Capability.  Nuclear 
submarines provide a sustained global reach 
without support, whilst remaining undetected.  
Rolls-Royce Submarines employs over 1,500 
engineers to design, manufacture and support the 
NSRP throughout its lifecycle.  Today’s submarine 
nuclear reactors will operate for over 20 years.  
They are as quiet as a modern car at idle but 
designed to have the power performance of a gas 
turbine.  Unlike previous diesel-powered 
submarines, the dived endurance of nuclear-
powered submarines is only limited by the amount 
of food that can be carried and the endurance of the 
crew.  On behalf of the MOD, Rolls-Royce has 
operated two prototype reactor plants at the trial’s 
establishment in the north of Scotland. 
 

The Dreadnought nuclear-powered, ballistic 
missile submarine programme will be the ultimate 
deterrent against the more extreme threats to the 
UK’s way of life, both now and in the future.  
https://dreadnoughtalliance.co.uk/ 

https://www.rolls-royce.com/products-and-services/defence/submarines.aspx
https://www.rolls-royce.com/products-and-services/defence/submarines.aspx
https://dreadnoughtalliance.co.uk/
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Astute Raises Cash for Children’s Hospice 
Around 50 of HMS Astute’s ship’s company have 
been walking, running, cycling and rowing a distance 
of 560-miles for Claire House Children’s Hospice.  
Crew members each completed their exercise in their 
own homes and local area, uploading their mileage 
onto social media using a fitness app.  Claire House 
helps seriously and terminally ill children live life to 
the full by bringing back a sense of normality to family 
life.  Like many organisations, Claire House has been 
heavily impacted by the coronavirus crisis.  The crew, 
who have a close relationship with the Wirral charity, 
came up with the idea of using technology to host the 
remote fundraiser, covering the distance from 
Faslane to Claire House.  ‘The event is a great way 
to raise funds as everyone can get involved whilst 
staying safe,’ said Lt Arran Deakin.  ‘Hopefully we 
can do Claire House proud and ensure they are able 
to continue carrying out their incredible work.’  There 
is still time to contribute.  
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hmsastute1. 
 

Submariners Clap for Carers 

Members of the Submarine Service were among the 

first members of the Armed Forces to show their 

appreciation for NHS workers when they Clapped for 

Carers on 2 April.  Crew members from an Astute-

class submarine 

alongside HM 

Naval Base Clyde 

gathered on the 

casing to applaud 

brave health care 

workers who are 

working ceasingly 

to combat the coronavirus pandemic.  The video of 

the submariners can be found on HM Naval Base 

Clyde’s Facebook page - @hmnbclyde. 
 

Vanguard Vets Get Running 

Submariners from HMS Vanguard entered a team of 

cross-country runners at the recent RN & RM 

Western Region Championships.  WO2 Way and 

CPO Weatherill donned their running gear and joined 

athletes on Roborough Down, Dartmoor, for the 

event.  The pair dodged puddles and mud to come 

first in both the Senior Team event and concurrently 

the Veterans’ event, with WO2 Way first place Vet 

and CPO Weatherill second place vet. 
 

Social Distancing Guidance Published 

Additional guidance on measures implemented at 

HMNB Clyde to help tackle the coronavirus 

outbreak have recently been published in NBCTM 

21/20.  The Temporary Memorandum, entitled: 

COVID 19–Direction on social distancing within the  

Base, outlines the measures personnel who are 

living and employed at HMNB Clyde must follow on-

site.  Essentially, people should adhere to the 

direction jointly agreed by the UK and Scottish 

Governments, although it is recognised that this 

may be difficult in some environments, such as on a 

ship or submarine where other measures – e.g. 

hygiene stations and PPE, will be supplied.   
 

Astute Visit to Birkenhead 

Submariners from Astute class vessel Anson, 

recently headed to Sunderland to reinforce their 

close links with the city.  Lt Cdrs Mark Moulding and 

Paul O’Reilly met Mayor of Sunderland, Cllr David 

Snowdon, and members of the City Council and 

also took the opportunity to visit the boat’s chosen 

charity, Grace House, who provide support, 

opportunity and 

care to disabled 

children and 

their families.  

While in the 

area the pair 

also met with the 

Sunderland 

Branch of the 

SA and RBL.  Each were given an Anson crest to 

prominently display.  ‘It was great to be able to visit 

Sunderland and help strengthen the submarine’s 

links to the area,’ said Lt Cdr Moulding. ‘We also 

took the opportunity to visit Sunderland College 

while we were there and are hopeful that we can 

visit again to talk about the RN Submarine Service.’  

Anson is the fifth Astute class submarine, currently 

under construction at BAE Systems in Barrow-in-

Furness 
 

Perishers Put Through their Paces 

It was action stations off the coast of Scotland 

recently when submariners were pitted against 

sailors and naval aviators during the Perisher course.  

Devonport-based frigate HMS Sutherland and her 

Merlin helicopter tackled the submarine during the 

exercise in April providing the Submarine Command 

Course with an opportunity to put candidates through 

their paces.  Sutherland, known as “The Fighting 

Clan”, used her towed array sonar to listen for the 

submarine with the Merlin helicopter deploying sonar 

buoys to hunt for the boat.  HMS Sutherland’s 

principal underwater warfare officer, Lt Cdr Dan 

O’Connell, said: “While there always has been an 

intense, but friendly, rivalry between the surface and 

submarine fleets, there has also been a large amount 

of professional respect and admiration.  “Being an 

active part of Perisher has been a great opportunity 

for The Fighting Clan to test herself against the best 

potential submarine commanders that the RN has to 

offer and allowed Sutherland to remain at the cutting 

edge of anti-submarine warfare.’ 
 

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hmsastute1


 26 

DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS DIARY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Note that events marked Cancelled CV 
are those that have been advised officially to DS 
by organisers, or decided by DS as Cancelled in 
the case of our own meetings and social events 
such as Lunch Clubs.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STOP PRESS 
 

New Lord Lt of Derbyshire  For your info, and as 
released by the Prime Minister’s Office earlier today:  
The Queen has been pleased to appoint Mrs. 
Elizabeth Fothergill CBE DL as Her Majesty’s Lord-
Lieutenant of the County of Derbyshire in 
succession to Mr. William Tucker CVO. 
 

SA Treasurer Vacancy.  Due to personal reasons 
Stuart Brown the National Treasurer has resigned.  
He has given only 3 months’ notice for the handover 
so it will have to be completed quickly.  Any SA 
willing to step up and take on this roll on the NMC 
Contact Tony or Ian Vickers with Closing Date for 
applications 29th May 2020, all applications to the 
SA Secretary by this date.  Ian Vickers  Nat Sec 
secretary@submarinersassociation.co.uk 
 

CV & DS Future Prog.  I have spoken to several 
DS members on their thoughts and it is evident the 
optimistic views of many are on the reverse.  As you 
see some events e.g. Dieso Boats still down to run 
in Aug, but the general consensus is for a lot of 
members that we would be looking at Sept earliest 
for a Lunch Club?  Ten have booked pre-CV for the 
Traf Dinner & of course this will also depend on the 
Hallmark Hotel being open as well as members 
desire to socialise?  One person has ‘cracked’ ‘We 
will need a big room with 40 being 6’ apart?’  Let me 
know your opinion on the Traf Dinner, BUT, do send 
in your DS Submariner nominations please? 
 

Working or Retired we hope you all stay safe. 
 

NEWSLETTERS ONLINE 
Current & One year Back Issues on Derbyshire 

Submariners Web Page 
http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html 

 

Views & comments of this newsletter do not always 
reflect the official policy, or the decisions of the 

Derbyshire Submariners 

2020 

    05 Jun DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club Chad,  Cancelled CV  
  

    22 Jun Armed Forces Day Flag Raising Derby TBC 
  

    24 Jun Luncheon Club   Newdigate Arm, Cancelled CV 
  

    26 Jun Coffee Morning D&D 10-12             Cancelled CV 
  

    26 Jun D&D AFD Wk Lunch Masonic Hall  Cancelled CV 
  

    27 Jun AFD Event Derby Market Pl            Cancelled CV 
  

    27 Jun Armed Forces Day,                        Cancelled CV 

 

  

   04 Dec DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30 
  

   05 Dec  Army Cadet Band Xmas Concert, Trent Collage TBC 
  

   09 Dec Christmas Lunch Weds Noon Venue TBC 
  

  12 Dec  Band of Derby Army Cadet Force Long Eaton 

 

  

   TBC DS Meeting  Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30 
  

   TBC Submariners Embankment Parade, London 
  

   04 Nov Chaddesden Children’s Svc, Chadd Park 09:30am 
  

   08 Nov Remembrance Sunday  Svc’s Various Locations 
  

   11 Nov DS Armistice Day 11/11 Submariners Services 
10am  Meet Main Entrance to convoy to 1st Grave 
ERA John Brooks C16 & Sig Charles Buttle C25 

  

   11 Nov Armistice Day – Nottm Road Soldiers Corner 
11 am Derby & District Service 

  

    11 Nov DS Armistice Day Coffee Morning  Jubilee Club 
 

O/C Soldiers Corner Service approx 11:20hrs 
  

    25 Nov Lunch Club  Bartlewood Lodge, Ockbrook 

 

   03 Jul DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club Chad,    Cancelled CV 
  

   04 Jul 78th Anny W5795 Bomber Memorial Stanley Village 
& Spitfire Battle of Britain Flypast         Cancelled CV 

  

   04 Jul Buxton Military Tattoo,                      Cancelled CV 
  

   05 Jul Crich Stand Memorial Svc & Parade 
  

 11-18 Jul Combined Svcs Gun Run Comp Mickleover RBL 
  

   29 Jul Luncheon Club   The New Inn,           Cancelled CV 
 

   01 Aug TS Kenya Open Day TBC 
  31/7-3/7 Dieso Boats Reunion.  DBR Sat 1/8 Plymouth 
  

  07 Aug DS Meeting.  No DS Meeting in August  TBA? 
  

  07 Aug  Coffee Morning TS Kenya 10-12 Derby Council Hse 
  

   14 Aug VJ Day no events advised at this time 
  

  21 Aug Rearranged SA AGM/SA Reunion at  Kegworth 
  

   26 Aug Luncheon Club   TBA 

 

   03 Sept Merchant Navy Day. The MNA have Cancelled CV  
  

   04 Sept DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30 
  

   04 Sept Coffee Morning RBL Oakwood 10-12 Dy Council Hse 
  

   11 Sept Coffee Morning WFR 10-12 Derby Council Hse 
  
  

   14 Sept D&D Ex Svc Meeting Council House 10:30am 
  

   18 Sept Coffee Morning RNA 10-12 Derby Council Hse 
  

   30 Sep Luncheon Club   The Oak & Acorn Oakwood 
  

 

   02 Oct DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30 
  

   23 Oct RNC Trafalgar Parade 11:40 Cathedral Green 
  

   23Oct DS Trafalgar Night Dinner  Edale Rm, Hallmark Hotel 
  

   25 Oct Retard Clocks 1 Hr at 02:00am  

 

mailto:secretary@submarinersassociation.co.uk
http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html

