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I have had a report that a member found that my
email advising of the last newsletter was in Spam
which he only found when he phoned me to ask if
there was a problem,
thus I suggested spam
after resending him a
pdf attachment which
did not appear on his
screen either. Can all
DS members please just check their individual
computers Spam folders please to ensure we
maintain communications especially during lockdown and we will put it down to CV!

DS BIRTHDAYS 2020

03 Aug
06 Aug
16 Aug

Andrew Warneken
Alan Smith
Tim Stanish

A POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

A Good Wife Always
Forgives Her Husband,
Even When She is Wrong!

Terry Hall
The Trade Journal Newsletter Editor
Hon. Sec/Treasurer, Derbyshire Submariners’
Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk
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WELFARE MATTERS

your contacts, ask you for any passwords or PINs,
or ask you to set up any passwords or PINs over the
phone, ask you to download any software to your
PC or ask you to hand over control of your PC,
smartphone or tablet to anyone else or ask you to
access any website that does not belong to the
government or NHS. If you think you have been a
victim of fraud, please report it to Action Fraud at
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300
123 2040. If you live in Scotland, please report
directly to Police Scotland by calling 101.

Criminals
are
Exploiting
the
COVID-19
pandemic to try
and get their hands
on your money and
personal information. To date, Action Fraud has
received reports from 2,378 victims of Coronavirusrelated scams, with the total losses reaching over
£7 million. How you can protect yourself from
Coronavirus-related scams: There are some simple
steps you can take that will protect you from the
most common Coronavirus-related scams. Here’s
what need to do:
1 Watch out for scam messages Your bank, or
other official organisations, won’t ask you to share
personal information over email or text. If you
receive an email you’re not quite sure about,
forward it to the Suspicious Email Reporting Service
(SERS): report@phishing.gov.uk

One-and-a-Half-Minute Law
MNA NL from a Cardiologist and a Paramedic.
A slight variation to the warning for those who wake
up at night to go to the toilet, & the advice to be careful
and use the ‘One-and-a-Half-minute law’ which has
been circulated on social media. It states it is
scientifically proven by waking up suddenly for one's
physiological needs, that we often hear that someone
‘was well in good health and died suddenly during the
night without reason.‘ The most likely reason is that
when that person woke up to go to the toilet, he/she
got up from bed in a hurry, but the brain needs greater
blood flow, for having rested, causing a state of
fainting and that is when the stroke happens. It is
recommended to learn the ‘One-and-a-Half-minute
law’ that can save your life. When you wake up to go
to the toilet, you must first: Lay for 30 seconds after
waking up and then sit up in bed for 30 more seconds
lowering your legs quietly and
sit like that for another 30
seconds’ and only then get up
to go to the bathroom. With
these steps the chances are
gigantic to survive a sudden
stroke, regardless of age.
Home Heartbeat Monitors are relatively cheap and
easy to use. True & False web sites state this is
only partly true as the body has in built protection
unless you suffer from underlying heart or lung
problems. Yes, you may feel faint and in the case of
potential stroke/TIA you could feel dizzy, faint as a
warning but the experts state categorically that the
chances of dying are not as exaggerated or as much
as a risk as advised on Facebook and other social
media. I confess the reasoning sounded logical but it
is not medical backed on line on NHS approved sites?
Pressure Arterial
▶ 120/80 normal
▶ 130/85 normal (requires control)
▶ 140/90 high
▶ 150/95 very high

2 Shopping online If you're making a purchase
from a company or person you don't know and trust,
carry out some research first, for example, by
checking to see if others have used the site and
what their experience was. If you decide to go
ahead with the purchase, use a credit card if you
have one, other payment providers may not provide
the same protection.
3 Unsolicited calls and browser pop-ups offering
tech support. Never install any software, or grant
remote access to your computer, as a result of a
cold call. Remember, legitimate organisations
would never contact you out of the blue to ask for
financial details such as your PIN or full banking
password.
4. NHS Test and Trace scams: The NHS Test and
Trace service plays an important role in the fight
against coronavirus and it’s vital the public have
confidence and trust in the service. However, we
understand the concerns people have about the
opportunity for criminals to commit scams. What
you need to know: Contact tracers will only call you
from the number 0300 013 5000. Anyone who does
not wish to talk over the phone can request the NHS
Test and Trace service to send an email or text
instead, inviting them to log into the web-based
service. All text or emails sent by NHS Test and
Trace will ask people to sign into the contact tracing
website and will provide you with a unique reference
number. We would advise people to type the web
address https://contact-tracing.phe.gov.uk directly
into their browser, followed by the unique reference
number given to you, rather than clicking on any link
provided in the message. The NHS Test and Trace
service will never:
ask you to dial a premium rate
number to speak to them (for example, those
starting 09 or 087), ask you to make any form of
payment or purchase a product or any kind, ask for
any details about your bank account, ask for your
social media identities or login details, or those of

Heartbeat per Minute
72 BPM (Default)
60 to 80 BPM (normal)
40 to 180 BPM (abnormal)
Compatibility of Blood Groups
What's your blood type and how common is it?
O+
(1 IN 3)
A+ (1 IN 3)
B+
(1 in 12)
Ab+ (1 in 29)
O
(1 in 15)
A- (1 in 16)
B(1 in 67)
AB-(1 in 167)
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UNPOLITICALLY CORRECT PAGES

I Dream of Genie with the Light Brown Ale
Tugg Wilson SOCA News Dec 1999
Tugg Wilson struggled to the surface and gasped
for breath. Looking around he saw his Oppo, Vince
Jones. ‘We were lucky to get out of that’ he
spluttered. ‘What can we do now’ Vince asked?
‘Swim!’ After a short while Tugg saw a small
lifeboat. Swimming towards it, the two men hauled
themselves into it. ‘Where did this come from?’
Vince asked. ‘How the hell should I know!’ ‘I see
there’s a locker aft, could be there is some grub in
it’ Vince started to scramble towards it. His search
revealed some very old hardtack biscuits and a
rather dingy old oil lamp. ‘Fat lot of use this is’ he
remarked passing the thing to Tugg. ‘Could do with
a clean’, Tug thought of all the gleaming brass in the
engine room and instinctively tried to rub the dirt off.
To his utter amazement a huge vapour cloud
emerged from the spout. A large Genie hovered
over the boat. ‘That’s good, that’s very good. It’s
nearly a thousand years since I last had some fresh
air, thanks chaps’. ‘Where the heck did you spring
from?’ said Tugg the first to recover. The Genie
said; ‘Now, don’t get your lanyard in a twist, I’m not
allowed to stay out here too long. You’ve done me
a favour; I will grant you one wish. ‘I wish this bloody
sea was beer’ said Vince without thinking. The
Genie vanished as quickly as he had appeared. It
was a few minutes before they realised, the boat
was floating on a sea of the finest English Ale. The
men scooped just enough into their mouths to test
their senses, then sat back to take it all in. ‘Tell you
what Vince’ said Tugg. ‘You are the biggest prized
Prat , see what you’ve done now?’ ‘No’ said Vince.
‘You mean to say you have not worked it out? Well
now we will have to ‘P’ in the boat!’

What is Courage? A Russian, an American, and a
British Admiral were having a drink on one of the
new British Aircraft Carriers. Well it had to be British
as the Americans are a dry Navy, the Russians
would only have Vodka and the British are the only
ones polite enough to share their small alcohol
ration! They were talking about the bravery of their
sailors. The Russian said, ‘I will demonstrate the
bravery of our sailors.’ He calls a sailor over and
says, ‘Jump off the ship. Swim under it and climb
back up.’ The sailor promptly salutes and jumps off
the flight deck, swims under the ship, climbs up the
davits and stands in front of the Admiral and salutes.
The Russian says, ‘That, gentlemen, is courage.’
The American says, ‘That's nothing.’
He calls over a PO and says, ‘I want you to jump off
the bows. Swim under the ship to the stern and then
return.’ The PO salutes, jumps off the bow, swims
to the stern, and climbs back up to stand in front of
the admiral and salutes. The American says, ‘That,
gentlemen, is courage.’
The British Admiral says, ‘That's nothing. Sailor,
come here.’ The matelot comes to attention and
salutes. The Admiral says, ‘I want you to climb the
highest mast on the carrier, jump off, swim under
the boat from bow to stern and then from beam to
beam then climb up the second mast and do it
again.’ The matelot looks at the Admiral and says,
‘You can F…Right off, Sir!’ The Admiral turns to the
other two Admirals and says, ‘And that, gentlemen,
is courage.’
The Submariner asked his wife would you like a
new mink coat?' 'Not really,’ says Mary his wife.
'Well how about a new Mercedes sports car?' says,
Jack? 'No’, she responds. 'Would some beautiful
new jewellery do the trick?' he asks, becoming
slightly exasperated. ‘Nah' she shrugs. 'What about
a new holiday home in the country?' he persists.
She again rejects his offer with a 'No thanks.' 'Well
what would you like?' Jack asks. 'I want a divorce’.
'answers Mary. Sorry, 'Jack sighed. 'I wasn't
planning on spending that much.'

Do-it-Yourself during CV Lock-Down

A Few More Gems from Saint Mark’s Parish
Church Notice board.
Weight Watchers in the parish hall Tuesday
evening, please use the large double doors at the
front. Also, the low self-esteem support group on the
same night please use the back door. Come along
to the church on Thursday at 7pm and listen to the
choir practicing. If you want to, you can join in and
sin. The ladies of the church have cast off clothing
of every kind and may be seen in the basement
every Friday afternoon. Please come and take a
look, you may see something you like and could
take home, for a small donation. In an effort to raise
more money for the roof restoration, the Vicar has
suggested a new slogan, ‘I have upped my pledge.
Up yours.

Those Little Darlings! It was that time, during the
Sunday morning service for the children’s sermon. All
the children were invited to come forward. One little
girl was wearing a particularly pretty dress and as she
sat down the Minister leaned over and said, ‘That’s a
very pretty dress, is it your best Dress?’ The little girl
replied directly into the Ministers clip-on microphone,
‘Yes, and my mummy says it’s a b* to iron’.
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Back in the days of Tanners and Bobs,
When Mothers had patience and Fathers had jobs.
When football team families wore hand me down shoes,
and T.V gave only two channels to choose.
Back in the days of threepenny bits,
when schools employed nurses to search for your nits.
When snowballs were harmless; ice slides were permitted
and all of your jumpers were warm and hand knitted.
Back in the days of hot ginger beers,
when children remained so for more than six years.
When children respected what older folks said,
and pot was a thing you kept under your bed.
Back in the days of Listen with Mother,
when neighbours were friendly and talked to each other.
When cars were so rare you could play in the street.
When Doctors made house calls; Police walked the beat.
Back in the days of Milligan’s Goons,
when butter was butter and songs all had tunes.
It was dumplings for dinner and trifle for tea,
and your annual break was a day by the sea.
Back in the days of Dixon’s Dock Green,
Crackerjack pens and Lyons ice cream.
When children could freely wear National Health glasses,
and teachers all stood at the FRONT of their classes.
Back in the days of rocking and reeling,
when mobiles were things that you hung from the ceiling.
When woodwork and pottery got taught in schools,
and everyone dreamt of a win on the pools.
Back in the days when I was a lad,
I can’t help but smile for the fun that I had.
Hopscotch and roller skates; snowballs to lob.
Back in the days of Tanners and Bobs

I Finally Realised the Truth of why People are
prisoners of their phones, and the reason why they
are called ‘Cell’ Phones.
Be Decisive. Right or wrong, make a decision. The
road of life is paved with flat squirrels who couldn’t
make a decision.

Growing Old is hard work. The minds say’s, ‘Yes’
but, the body says ‘what the hell are you thinking’?
When Making a Cup of Tea I shouted from the
kitchen, ‘Do you want a Kit Kat Chunky? I don’t
remember much after that!
A FEMALE AND MALE OUTLOOK ON LIFE

LOGGING AROUND THE WORLD

A Young Lad complained that old people at
weddings always poked fun at him saying ‘You’re
next’. So, he started doing the same thing to them
at funerals.
I Remember being able to get up in the morning
without making Sound Effects. They were the good
times!
I Have Reached that Age where my brain goes from
‘You probably shouldn’t’ say that’. To ‘What the
Hell, let’s see what
.
happens’

I Find These Days, that most of my conversations
start out with; Did I tell you this already? Or, What
was I going to say?
A Highly Dangerous Virus called ‘Weekly
Overload Recreational Killer’ (Work) is currently
going around. If you come into contact with this
Work virus, you should immediately go to the
nearest ‘Biological Anxiety Relief’ (Bar) centre to
take antidotes known as Work Isolating Neutralizer
Extract (Wine), Radioactive UnWork Medicine
(Rum), Bothersome Employer Elimination Rebooter
(Beer) or Vaccine Official Depression Killing Antigen
(Vodka).
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Leaving the Royal Navy
I’m swallowing the anchor, that’s the phrase,
I’m saying farewell to my Blue Jacket days.
The decision’s not easy, not easy by far
after so many years, in peace and in war.

JEFF BACON © CARTOONS

The decision is mine, it’s for me to decide,
this is a moment from which I can’t hide.
To give up this life, I’d known since a boy,
a life I’ll admit brought moments of joy.
Some sadness too, I’m sorry to say
when from my loved ones, I’d oft sailed away;
the dark days of war, the struggle, the strife,
separated by oceans, from the loves of my life.
Would these partings continue, if I signed on?
With occasional leaves, then I’d be gone,
to sail again away, for some foreign clime,
and so, waste away, two more years of my time.
I am sure that this was continually in mind,
when the answer to it, I tried to find;
so, it was ‘lash up and stow’ for the very last time,
and goodbye to flotillas sailing neatly in line.

Jolly Jack looking for a get out clause before
Captains Table and getting a coded message that
the guilty Matelot (of whatever Navy) is in deep
trouble. A position many of us have been in after a
very good run ashore, or so it seemed last night!
THE TWO TIFFS
An Old Chief Tiff dressed to kill with his best No 1s
on was at the SA Reunion. He went to a bar and
ordered a drink. As he sat there sipping his rum, a
young lady sat down next to him. After she ordered
her drink she turned to the Chief Tiff and asked him,
‘Are you a real submariner?’ To which he replied,
‘Well, I have spent my
whole life in the RN, I
served in submarines for 22
years, ran the donk shop,
everything was on top line,
yes I am.’ After a short
while he asked her what
she was. She replied, ‘I've
never been on a submarine
so I'm not a submariner, but I am a lesbian. I spend
my whole day thinking about women. As soon as I
get up in the morning I think of women, when I eat,
shower, watch TV, everything seems to make me
think of women.’ A short while later she left, and the
Chief Tiff ordered another drink. His Oppo with one
eye sat down next to him and asked, ‘How did you
get on with the lesbian?’ He replied, ‘I always
thought I was a submariner, but I just found out that
I'm a lesbian.’

So farewell shipmates, no more runs ashore,
I’m leaving the ‘Andrew’ of that I’m sure,
I’m closing the hatch, on what I’ve known and seen,
maybe I’ll regret what might have been.
And, it’s farewell to ‘Pompey’, where I used to drink,
no more ‘Gibraltar’ and that wonderful Rock,
no more dear ‘Malta’ and runs down the gut,
I’m leaving salt water, for firmness of foot.
Finished with main engines was an order oft heard,
in these days in the Navy, when travelling this world,
so, I’ve finished with matelots and stokers I knew,
and many fine boats, of which I was crew.
A little sadness is there and this I can’t hide,
as I wait on the jetty for the outgoing tide,
The decision’s been made, the hour is late,
and now Civvy world, in your hands is my fate.
J Moman
HEART THAT BEATS IN THE SHARK OF STEEL
Down Under June Newsletter, Australia
In all of its power and glory, tactical weapons and
weapons of mass destruction, precise navigation and
sophisticated communications, absolute stealth and
long range sonar, nuclear propulsion to steam
submerged many times around the world; ability to
deter an enemy, defend a people or destroy a nation;
respected by all, feared by most, and loved only by
the men called Submariners. The submarine is but
a mass of steel, electronics and weaponry. It's the
sweat of the men in her that's the lifeblood flowing
through the veins of the beast. It's their courage that
matches the violence of the seas. It's their dedication
and ingenuity that provide the margin of victory over
the enemy. It's their service that assures the peace
for a free nation. And it's their personal sacrifice that
is shared only by their families. These are the men
who live in the belly of the beast. They are the crew.
They are the heart that beats in the shark of steel.
Capt Don V. Hahnfeldt

Who is the Odd Man Out?
and more importantly - WHY??
1. Lord Stevenson: Former chairman, HBOS
2. Sir Fred Goodwin: former CEO RBS
3. Andy Hornby: former CEO, HBOS
4. Sir Tom McKillop: former Chairman, RBS
5. John McFall MP: Chair Treasury Select Committee
6. Alastair Darling: Chancellor of the Exchequer
7. Gordon Brown: PM & former Chancellor
8. Sir Terry Wogan: erstwhile presenter of Radio
2's Breakfast Show
You're probably thinking Terry Wogan, and you're
right. However, the reason may surprise you. Terry
Wogan is the only one out of this motley crew who
actually holds any formal Banking Qualification.
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WORLD SUBMARINE NEWS

current plan to build 12 attack class submarines
designed by French company Naval Group is at
‘high risk’ of failing. His report, prepared by Insight
Economics, suggests Australia should instead
immediately begin work on a ‘Plan B’, an evolved
version of the current Collins class fleet, before
eventually acquiring nuclear-powered boats. Earlier
this year, a report from the auditor-general
confirmed the Future Submarine Programme was
running nine months late and Defence was unable
to show whether the $396 million spent so far had
been ‘fully effective’. ‘The Govt's own advisory
body, including three American Admirals, even
recommended the Govt should consider walking
away from the project,’ Mr Johnston said. Under the
proposed ‘Plan B’, Swedish company Saab
Kockums, which designed the navy's Collins class
submarines, would be asked to prepare an updated
design for the future submarine fleet

France Just Test Fired A Submarine Launched
Ballistic Missile In The Atlantic
RCN News &The Drive, 12 June 2020
The French Navy Triomphant-class ballistic missile
submarine Le Téméraire test-fired an M51
submarine launched ballistic missile (SSBN) from
just south of Brest, in the Bay of Biscay. The missile
crossed over the Atlantic Ocean, and landed
roughly 300 nautical miles due north of Puerto Rico,
where US and French monitoring aircraft were
tracking its progress. Open source analysts, who
predicted the test after observing submarine and
aircraft movements, suggest that the missile was
likely a new variant of France's M51 SLBM, which is
similar to the US and British Trident II SLBM. The
new variant, the M51.3 is expected to be ready for
service on the Marine Nationale's four SSBNs by
the end of 2020.

In 2022-23, both Naval Group and Saab will present
their competing preliminary design studies for
building the first batch of three submarines in
Adelaide, based on a fixed price, capability, delivery
and local content. Mr Johnston, along with former
naval officers in the Submarines for Australia
organisation, argue that over the long term the Govt
should begin preparing to acquire nuclear S/M’s.
With Beijing's growing military assertiveness in the
S. China Sea, he said the most disturbing finding in
the report was that by the 2030’s the effectiveness
and survivability of Australia's submarines in a highintensity theatre would be threatened. ‘If the Govt
wants to continue deploying submarines to this
theatre alongside the US Navy, the nation's duty of
care to the dedicated men and women of the ADF
means we will need to begin the long and difficult
process of acquiring nuclear-powered submarines,’
‘With our very small nuclear industry, that will not be
easy, but we can make a start.’

Attack Submarine USS Delaware Commissions
RCN & Maritime Executive, 04 April 2020
The US Navy (USN) commissioned the final Block
III Virginia-class nuclear-powered attack submarine
(SSN), USS Delaware, into active service in an
administrative ceremony on 4 April 2020, with a full
ceremony to be held once the COVID-19 danger
has passed. The eight Block III Virginia SSNs
feature minor innovations, such as system imports
from the Ohio-class nuclear ballistic missile
submarines
to
reduce
construction
and
maintenance costs, including moving from 12
vertical-launch missile tubes to 12 missiles in two
tubes, and enhanced, water-backed passive sonar
in the bow. All 10 Block IV SSNs are now under
construction, with their main innovation being
improvements that reduce major maintenance
periods from four to three, which should extend the
overall service lives of the boats. The eight Block Vs
to be built will feature the Virginia Payload Module,
which is predicted to increase the subs' shore strike
capacity by 230 percent and should ease the USN's
missile capability gap when the Ohio’s retire in the
mid-2020’s.

Govt Rejects report, & issues warning The S/M’s
for Australia report will be formally launched by ANU
Emeritus Prof Hugh White at the National Press
Club today, but it is already drawing fire from the
Morrison Govt. ‘I totally reject the premise that this
project is 'dangerously off track', as stated in the
new S/M’s for Australia report’, the Defence Minister
said. ‘The delivery of the attack class S/M remains
on track, with construction set to commence in
2023.’ Sen. Reynolds said the technical feasibility
of delivering an evolved Collins class S/M was
reviewed in 2013-14, but a review found it would be
equivalent to a whole new design, involving similar
costs and risks, without a commensurate gain in
capability. ‘This assessment by S/M’s for Australia
will only increase cost, delay the delivery, and put at
risk our S/M capability.’ The Defence Minister also
flatly rejected any suggestion of a nuclear-powered
S/M in the future. As has been the policy of
successive Australian Governments.

French Submarine Programme 'Dangerously
Off Track' Warns Report Urging Australia to
Consider Nuclear Alternative
ABC Defence Andrew Greene 10 Mar 2020
Australia's $80 billion Future Submarine Program is
‘dangerously off track’ according to a new report that
urges the Government to ditch the controversial
project and consider a nuclear option. The Key
points: The report indicates there are fears the
current project is at a high risk of failing, The
Defence Minister denies those fears and maintains
the project remains on track, Under a proposed
‘Plan B’ scenario, the company that designed the
Collins class submarines would prepare an updated
design Businessman Gary Johnston, who
commissioned and funded the study, fears the

Regular Naps Prevent Old Age, especially if you
take them while driving.
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Western Approaches Museum, Liverpool
To include a Dedicated WRNS Museum
The Western Approaches Museum, situated near the
River Mersey in Liverpool, tells the story of the
designing and war-gaming to protect the Allied
convoys crossing the Atlantic against the U-boat
threat during WWII. Many of those involved in this
planning were members of the WRNS. The Museum
can now offer to remember these women by
providing a dedicated WRNS Museum within its
premises. This new WRNS Museum will not only
cover the period of WWII but is intended to tell the full
story of the WRNS from 1917 to 1993 (when it was
disbanded) in order to educate school children and
members of the public. Currently the area for this
new WRNS Museum in undergoing some structural
alteration so will not be ready for a year or two.
However, more importantly it will be the memorabilia
and artefacts that will ensure its success. All items
will be professionally catalogued, looked after with
care and necessary preservation, and many will be
put on display or carefully stored for ease of access.
The Western Approaches Museum and the WRNS
Museum location in Liverpool means that it can be
easily reached from all parts of the UK, and Liverpool
is a City that provides many areas of interest together
with its own seagoing history. Please look through
your homes to contribute and share your own or your
relative’s life as a Wren. This is not just a one-off
request but will be an on-going request! However,
anything that is donated to Western Approaches will
be on a permanent basis and we will not be accepting
items on loan. Now let’s make this new WRNS
Museum a resounding success. Therefore, if anyone
has any WRNS historical items, photographs,
documents, notebooks, uniforms, hardware etc that
requires a good home please forward them to:
WRNS Museum, Western Approaches HQ, 1-3
Rumford Street, L2 8SZ
For email enquiries: info@bigheritage.co.uk or
alternatively call on 0151 227 2008.
Editor: As the immortal song of Shep Wooley goes;
‘I married my Jenny Wren Bride’ which applies to
a good many of our readers!!
https://liverpoolwarmuseum.co.uk/

charges aboard the motor torpedo boats and
corvettes in the clanging uproar and grime of the
Naval bases. One and all disprove the old wives’
tales, or rather old-fashioned husbands’ tale that
women’s place is the home that women cannot get
on together. It is only recently that Wrens have taken
over such specialised sea-going work. Since the last
war their Motto has been Never at Sea: it should be
revised. Today they are actively engaged in many
different aspects of seamanship. Perhaps the most
spectacular of all is the boats crew training which is
done on board the depot ship. This huge hulk lies at
anchor in the loch: several seemingly sardine sized
submarines have sidled alongside for repairs or
refuelling. The depot ship has impressive machine
shops, foundries, and blast furnaces all stowed away
within there is a constant sound of riveters at work; a
far away, fretful clanging, which never ceases. The
submarine must be off within twenty-four hours, and
the engineers are working at top speed.
Meantime, away aft, on the quarterdeck, beneath the
great camouflaged guns, a group of Wren ratings are
being coached by a benign white-haired PO lovingly
referred to as ‘Pops’. He has been responsible for
training the many Wren boats-crews who have been
sent to the Naval Ports and bases lying all-round the
coast. Before they can man the
motor launches and cutters, they
must be proficient in such subjects as
the elementary theory of navigation,
signalling in Morse and semaphore
and chart reading, boxing the
compass, helm orders, and the rule
of the road at sea. They must learn
to handle various types of craft, and to act as
Coxswain. They must keep their boats ‘ship-shape
and Bristol fashion’, in the traditional style; polishing,
scrubbing and swabbing to satisfy the most eagleeyed Captain. They must also learn a certain amount
of engineering, or mechanics.
Hanging over the rails of the ship, I watched the
gymnastic tour de force known as manning the boat
over the boom. At the word of command, they must
go over the side, down the iron boom ladder, and out,
along the quarter boom, to where the rope ladder
dangles over their boat, thirty feet below. The
descent must be made in the correct Navy fashion,
one foot each side of the rope, to break the wind.
There must be no shuffling and groping, no
hesitation. The sailors do it in thirty seconds, pelting
down like monkeys. The Wren must learn to do
likewise, thirty seconds to the tick. The first agonised
try-out is a sort of ‘over the top’ moment, dreaded by
the novices, but sympathetically handled by ‘Pops’,
who babies them along with humour and praise.
When they begin, it takes them a minute and a half;
soon reduced to a minute, the final thirty seconds
being paired off during the last weeks. They must
also be able to climb a single rope against some day
when no ladders are handy; they do that, too, with
the same concentration and determination they put

Seaworthy and Semi Seagoing
A Tribute to the Wartime WRNS who served in
the Holy Loch. Written Circa 1944
Down Under June Newsletter, Australia
This is the story of The Women, today, as Claire
Boothe never imagined them yesterday. An all-star,
all women cast, it is true: but there the resemblance
ceases. These women are playing their parts in a
world drama, but they remain limelight dodgers. And
the scene is no demi-paradise of beauty parlours but
the hills and lochs of Western Scotland. Here, in
pitching little boats, cutting through the mists and
gales, on the big depot ship. Swarming up and down
plunging rope ladders, balanced, cat-like, to walk
along the perilous jutting booms, picked Wrens
undergo their boats-crew training. Or work as visual
signallers or service the torpedoes and depth
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into their chart reading classes, or at all the
complications of rope knot work, which they learn by
tying, untying, reefing and twisting with traditional
cunning. Then there is their practice on the signal
bridge, where they learn naval code by means of
miniature flag signals, before essaying the thrilling
actualities of visual signalling at the signal mast itself,
bright with all its significant bunting. These boatscrew Wrens sleep ashore, in Wren Quarters, some
round the harbours, others in one of the first of the
old iron clads, now converted into an accommodation
ship and quarters. They come out to the depot ship
in the motorboats each day and have their own mess
aboard. At first, Officers and Ratings alike watched
their training with scepticism. But time has proved
their worth. Now as each successive batch of
trainee’s leave, a jealous, almost parental pride is
visible in the attitude of the ship’s company towards
‘our girls’ as they are always called.

FOR THOSE ABLE, AND BRAVE ENOUGH TO
VENTURE OUT
Whilst the lockdown continues to ease sadly
resulting in England becoming the laughing stock of
the world with crowded beaches, unofficial parties
and football celebrations; announcements are now
being made announcing some accommodation is
opening up. Whilst some (including myself) are
Medically advised to stay locked down it is
appreciated some have said to me they do hope to
get away to Diesel Boats or a holiday to get over the
first six months of the year. The following have
announced they are opening but as it used to say in
a cartoon, Long, long, ago – Anything can happen
in the next half hour, so check before you travel.
The Union Jack Club (UJC) London opened on 4
July 2020 following government announcements.
Members booking is now open
www.ujclub.co.uk but initially,
they are running at reduced
capacity, with a few different
ways of doing things around the
Club. All the bedroom types are
available to book online, other than those with
shared bathrooms, which are unavailable while
social distancing is in force. Table service for both
food and drink from the bar will be available for
members and guests staying and visiting. We
advise you book in advance. As required by
government guidelines, on arrival your details will
be taken. You will also be asked if you have been
in contact with someone who has COVID-19 in the
previous 14 days, and if that has occurred you will
be refused entry. We ask that you wash hands
regularly throughout your stay, as well as respect
social distancing with other members and staff. We
are very pleased to at last be able to welcome
members back, but at the same mindful of what we
need to do ensure the safety and wellbeing of our
members, guests and staff. We very much look
forward to seeing you. With best wishes, Team UJC
Union Jack Club, Sandell Street, London SE1
8UJ Tel; 020 7902 6000 http://ujclub.co.uk

An equal pride is felt in the girls who are manning the
signal station halfway up a loch I shall not name.
Their work, which is vitally important, I must not
describe. These girls are in sole charge on the
station. Their little shipshape Nissen hut quarters,
are as snug and trim as any cabins, were built for
them as a rush order by men of a combined-ops
battalion in training up in the hills nearby. Their Wren
officer comes by boat to inspect them three times a
week. Otherwise, they have one PO Wren in charge,
who is also cook and housekeeper. Stores are
delivered once a week, from the nearest village, and
from the naval stores. Sea-going rations mean
comforting extras, such as brown sugar and oddly,
an occasional white loaf, pearly, purely white, exotic
and rare as an orchid these days, but the staple loaf
for all submarine crews, since any other flour is not
practicable for keeping. Their time is divided into
watches, by day and night. Always some are
standing by, ready for the Morse flashes, which
suddenly spark out from the mists, and shadows of
those northern waters. Morse, semaphore, Naval
and International codes, hoisting cones on the signal
mast, and working with the 10-inch projector; these
are all part of their job. And in their off-watch hours
there is the radio; the three dogs and the kitten; their
make and mend evening; sporadic gardening,
though flowers and vegetables do not flourish on this
harsh shingles beach; and reading, they are avid for
any books they can get.
But behind all the apparently serene routine
existence there are inevitable dramas and tragedies
of wartime. I watched a Wren signalling a big ship
heading for open waters, the sea. It melted into the
mists and was gone, as she flashed a last Admiralty
order. That ship was joining a battle squadron and
her husband was aboard, but she did not give it one
last glance. She went on methodically, receiving and
transmitting. Dot, dot, dot, dot dash went the
monotonous code. No time for emotion, this is
action; every Wren is at her action station. These are
the Women – Today in 1944.

Maritime Club in Portsmouth I have had a look at
the web page, and no grand email advising we are
opening up nor does the web page indicate any
change except the first available booking date is the
Middle of July. I can only suggest ring them or book
on line and assume the social distancing will be
similar to the UJC the same as it will be everywhere.
Royal Maritime Club, 75-80 Queen St, Portsea,
Portsmouth PO1 3HS Tel 023 9282 4231
Whatever you do, please take care and adhere to
the guidelines and STAY SAFE.
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CONVENTIONAL SUBMARINERS PART THREE
On returning from a long and grueling patrol to Fort
Blockhouse the pipe was made, ‘All Part III Task
Books to the Wardroom immediately’. And all Part
III books were handed into the 1st Lt except one, and
the Ist Lt said to the boy, ‘Boy, where is your Part III
notebook?’ And the boy replied, ‘Sir, I lost my Part
III book down Q recess’. To this the 1st Lt replied,
‘For losing your notebook you will be on Captains
report’. So the boy appeared at the Captain’s table
with a Pack of Cards and the Captain commanded
of him, ‘What do you mean bringing a pack of cards
to my table?’ and the boy said; Sir, when I see the
Ace, it reminds me there is but one God, You Sir.
And the Two reminds me how many times I have
been on weekend leave this year. The Three, are
the watches, Red, White and Blue. The Four is the
types of fish we carry, Mk 8, Mk20, Mk23 and Mk24.
There are five compartments, Fore ends
Accommodation space, Control Room, Engine
Room and After ends. Six is number for days each
week I end up with the Duty; and the seven tells me
of the Masts, Attack, Search, Radar, Warner,
Induction, Exhaust and W/T
mast. There are Eight tubes, six
forward, and two aft. The Nine is
a constant reminder of the
punishment I will get for losing
my Task Book. Ten is the
number of times we have been to
Faslane this year; and the Jack
reminds me of all the Jacky
Bastards living in the Forward
mess who make my life a misery. The Queen, there
is but on Queen Sir; The Leading Steward, and
finally the King is the King who we all serve. There
are 52 cards in the pack, the number of Killicks who
seem to be on my back. There are four suits, the
number of Killicks who are on my back at any one
time. There are 365 spots in the pack, the number
of sailors the Jimmy thinks live in the forward mess.
So, you see Sir, my pack of cards is my Part III Task
book, SMP 6, Watch and Station Bill and leave
record all in one. To this the Captain replied. ‘Boy,
you are a fool, ‘Ten days number 9’s, Ten days
stoppage of leave and 30 days stoppage of
submarine pay’. And this story is true, for I was that
Part III. P.S. And I got picked up for a haircut by
the coxswain on the way out! Thanks to ChrisR

situations.
When sailors report to their first
submarine, they are joining a work culture unlike any
other. Surrounded by crew members busily moving
about tight spaces and narrow walkways,
announcements over the circuit boxes, roving watch
standers, equipment humming to 400hz fans, it can
be anxiety-inducing to any sailor. That is why every
new crewmember starts as a NUB. But, if they work
hard and learn the systems, they will earn their
Dolphins and become a member of another entirely
unique subculture within the grander social hierarchy
that exists within the confines of the submerged tube
they call home for months on end. Here’s is what is
expected of a new crew member and a bit about the
various 'unique' groups of people aboard the
submarine, one of which the NUB will find
themselves an integral part of once they get minted
a submariner.
The NUB. A new crewmember is a Non-Useful
Body, or NUB. He or she uses our limited supply of
space, water, food, and oxygen. They are not
welcome, but BUPERS (Bureau of Personnel) keeps
sending them. The NUB is easily identifiable as he
will be the only crewman wearing a command ball
cap with the ship's name and no Dolphins symbol on
the front. They have their qualification card in their
rear pocket at all times and had better have a small
notebook in their hand for studying. They do not have
movie privileges unless they are a ‘Hot Runner.’ Hot
Runner refers to a torpedo self-starting despite the
fact it hasn’t been launched yet. Very dangerous, but
Submariners like that kind of initiative in the NUB.
Everyone, officer or enlisted, is a NUB when they
report to their first submarine. They are treated with
contempt. In the case of the officer, it’s respectful
contempt, sir. The NUB is expected to qualify in
submarines within 12 months. This can be extended
a few months if there are outside circumstances that
delay qualification opportunities. Qualification on a
U.S. submarine is a formal process completed in
phases.
The First Phase introduces all the major systems
around the boat. This orientation phase is
purposefully designed to ease the NUB through the
culture shock of living inside a machine the Navy
sends to submerge in the ocean for weeks on end.
This introduces the NUB to their fellow crewman, one
watch station at a time. This first impression will affect
how difficult their qualification path is because the
crew decides if you are to become a submariner or
not. They must earn their confidence. They must
prove that they can perform emergency actions
without direction and with confidence during a
'casualty,' when something goes wrong.

AND THE AMERICAN NUCLEAR VERSION
Nukes, Nubs and Coners: The Unique Social
Hierarchy Aboard a U.S. Nuclear Submarine
Getting assigned to your first sub doesn't make you
a submariner and once you become one you'll find
yourself in a social structure unlike any other.
Aaron Amick Warzone 16 June, 2020
Living in a machine with over 100 sailors requires a
person to be flexible socially and sometimes
physically. I spent two decades on US Navy
submarines performing sonar duties among
eccentric personalities in incredibly stressful

Phase Two of submarine qualification is the most
difficult. It requires detailed knowledge of every
system on the boat, from the nuclear powerplant, to
ventilation, to electrical and hydraulic systems, to
simple atmosphere scrubbing and gravity drains. The
Non-Useful Body must learn and remember every
system, be able to draw it from memory on
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command, and know the initial actions they must
perform if a casualty occurs to that system. Even if
it’s not their assigned equipment, they must know
how to prevent a failure from cascading into a major
casualty that could be catastrophic for the boat.

Nukes and Coners After achieving the approval of
the crew and getting one's Dolphins, they get
categorized into one of two groups: The Nuke
Crewmen who work in the engine room are called
Nukes. They are made up of high school graduates
who loved Star Trek so much they decided to roleplay their science fiction fantasy in real life. Incredibly
smart and able to digest volumes of information in a
short time, these mystical figures often whisper of
powerband constraints and millirems amongst
themselves. They use math so much in their daily
routine they ran out of numbers and added some
Latin letters to their measurement logs. They are
best avoided at mealtime and are given their own
table in the crew’s mess next to the Chief Petty
Officers. Nukes come in three Varieties: The
Reactor Operator is likely the stereotypical 90pound geek who maintains a World of Warcraft
account despite being underway for 10 months of
the year. He’s wiry, lanky, and a little jittery from
energy drinks. Despite his excitement, he is the
smoothest Reactor Operator in the nuclear program
and can catch a power spike like he’s dimming the
bedroom lights next to his waifu body pillow.

Phase three of submarine qualification is the most
physically demanding. This is the walkthrough
phase. The NUB will walk through every level of
every compartment one at a time with a qualified
crewman. During this tour, they may be dressed in
full protective gear like a Fire Fighting Equipment
(FFE) asbestos bodysuit and wearing breathing
protection. This physical discomfort compounded
with an oral interview answering detailed systemspecific operational questions simulates a small, but
important amount of stress compared to what they
would endure during a real casualty situation.
Phase four is ‘The Board.’ This is the end phase of
the submarine qualification and is more difficult to
schedule than it is to pass. The NUB must find at
least three submarine qualified crewmen who have
three to five hours of off-watch time at the same time
to be part of an oral interview board. There must be
at least one submarine qualified officer, one senior
enlisted man, and one system expert on the Board.
It is customary for the qualifying crewman to bring a
small snack to the Board. Usually, there is a bowl of
Jolly Rancher hard candies, but I have seen a cook
make a full
dessert
platter with
pastries
and
a
cake. The
Board
members
can’t ask
hard
questions
when they
are enjoying some sugary treats! If a Board interview
is failed, a crew member can reschedule a second
board when they are ready. He or she is only
restricted by the time constraints of the qualification
schedule. If they fail a second board they may be
removed from submarine service, but this is very
rare. Good submariners can be built if given enough
time by the crew to help them. I have seen both
enlisted and officers wash out of the submarine
qualification program and in each of those cases it
was for the better. It very possibly saved their lives
and ensured the safety of our ship.

The Nuclear Electrician is the most chameleonlike and may be difficult to spot in a crew photo. He
often has average height and build allowing him to
blend in with the ‘Coners’ if left unchallenged. He
gives himself away by always having a Sudoku
puzzle book tucked inside his poopy suit and a faint
odor of ozone follows him around.
The Nuclear Mechanic is the protector and
enforcer of the engine room. These sailors are often
very large compared to their fellow Nukes. They
have oil-stained fingers and faded blue poopy suits
that have seen more underway time than was
intended. They eat at the Nuke table in the crew’s
mess with gusto, filling their frames with enough
carbs to make it through the next six hours in the hot
engine room. Life in the engine room is routine at
sea. No matter what the mission or our deployment
location they serve one purpose: Push the Cone.

The Final Phase is a one-on-one interview with the
Executive Officer and the Commanding Officer.
Every submarine qualified sailor is awarded their
dolphins with the full confidence and trust of the
submarine Captain. By this time, the crewman has
earned the respect of their shipmates and
demonstrated that they know the basics to keep the
submarine in fighting shape, no matter the
circumstances.

The Coner. Coners, live in the Cone. That’s any
space forward of the engine room. They make up
the rest of the crew. A grab bag of cultures and
backgrounds, from small-town USA to big city living,
the Cone represents a microcosm of the United
States’ young men and women. This mix of people
come together at the needs of the Navy and perform
well despite their differences.
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The Radioman is the most elusive of the Coners.
He spends his time locked in his ‘Radio Shack’ both
off watch and on. This limited access space offers a
small amount of privacy not seen anywhere else
outside the Captain's stateroom. From this room,
messages are dispatched around the boat.
Radiomen are the gatekeepers of all message traffic
from the most sensitive top-secret orders to routine
personal messages. No matter what is happening
or planned, the Radiomen know about it first.

The Torpedoman can always be found in the
torpedo room. Both on watch and off watch, the
torpedo room is the crew’s social center on an
attack submarine. A master of small arms and
heavy explosives, the Torpedoman is the weapons
master of the crew. They are always cleaning rifles
and polishing the torpedo tubes to a new level of
brass brightness. They are often found in pairs due
to their reader-worker routines, checklist and grease
pencil in hand. If you find yourself in the torpedo
room, look for the most heavily armed person there
and that is your Torpedoman.

The Quartermaster, or ‘QM’, could be mistaken for
a militant artist with his bandolier of colored pencils
and erasers. He is the ‘Keeper of the Chart.’
Hunched over a plotting table for six hours at a time,
he is constantly calculating and verifying the ship’s
position. Off watch, they are preparing charts for
the next day or next mission. A modern, Neo-QM
has turned in his colored pencils for a tablet pc and
paper charts for their digital replacement, but their

The Cooks, or Mess Specialists, are the most
liked persons of the submarine crew. They dish out
1,000 calories of happiness every six hours, every
day and keep the
crew fueled. While
every crewman has
their watch team
and circle of friends,
everyone knows the
cooks. Clad in very
distinctive
white
chef’s outfits and
paper hats, they manage to serve up chow with a
smile and light banter to keep morale up. Anyone
who has spent time at sea respects the cook.
Yeomen are crewmen with a very specific skill.
They can type. Commonly found in the ‘Yeomen
Shack’ hunched over a keyboard like Schroeder on
the piano or in the torpedo room yammering about
how they don’t have to stand watch because they
work so much. The Yeoman is the Executive
Officer’s right hand and has a chest full of Navy
Achievement Medals to prove it. He or she
processes the paperwork bureaucracy that keeps
the Navy afloat and flowing in the right direction.

fixation or geolocating and browsing rules of the
aquatic road remains a constant.
Sonarmen,
sometimes referred to as ‘shower techs’ or ‘sonar
girls,’ are the most eccentric of the crew zoo. In a world
where every evolution from flushing the toilet to firing
up the kettle has a written procedure, the sonarman
works in the most liberal and creative of environments.
Sonar is a talent-based skill that varies from sailor
to sailor and some of the best are also some of the
most unstable personalities to be awarded a secret
clearance. They are most likely encountered in or
near the shower as they have an affinity for bathing
underway.

Doc, the submarine’s Corpsman, also known as the
‘Pecker Checker,’ keeps everyone healthy or at
least can identify when someone is not. From
dispensing the Navy’s universal cure, Motrin, to the
‘morale check’ (a slap on the crotch), the Doc makes
sure everyone has absorbed enough radiation for
evolutionary mutation and is ready to stand watch.

Missile Technicians, ‘MTs,’ are the stewards of
‘Sherwood Forest.’ Rising between levels in the
missile compartment, 24 large orange trunks fill the
nuclear ballistic submarine like an apocalyptic
orchard. MTs rove around the ballistic missile tubes
checking temperatures and pressures, ensuring
their precious reentry vehicles and the nuclear
warheads nested inside them are very comfortable.

This is the American Submarine crew. On their
own, they may be goofy and socially awkward, but
as a crew, this band of misfits becomes the best
warfighters I have ever had the honour of serving
with. Life on board a submarine is rewarding
because it is a demonstration of what a diverse
group of people can achieve under incredibly
difficult conditions.

Auxillarymen, or an ‘A-Ganger,’ is a hostile creature
and the natural predator of the sonarman. A
combination of ‘Nuke Waste,’ a sailor who failed
nuclear power school, and a backyard diesel
mechanic, the A-Ganger is the gruffest, foul-mouthed
sailor onboard any U.S Navy vessel. They are
responsible for scrubbing the atmosphere clean,
managing the waste tanks, and keeping the sweet
Fairbanks Morse diesel engine running smoothly.
They appear to be a less evolved Nuclear Mechanic
whose smell is as rank as their language.

Aaron Amick is a retired U.S. Navy submarine
sonarman. He served in both Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans on 688 Los Angles class fast attack and
Ohio class ballistic missile submarines. He has
published two audiobooks on Cold War-era
submarines, Akula SSN Project 971 Sub Brief and
USS Nautilus SSN-571
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How a British Nuclear Submarine & Russian
Missile Subs Lost Their No Claims Bonus
Robert Farley National Interest 2 May 2020
It could have been a disaster, but here's how a
tragedy was avoided. Seven British warships have
carried the name Warspite, the most illustrious being
the QE class battleship that fought gallantly in two
world wars. During the Cold War, the RN’s third
nuclear attack submarine took the name. Although
her service was not as widely known as that of her
immediate predecessor, she helped the RN wage the
Cold War against its Soviet counterpart. On a cold
day in Oct 1968, however, Warspite was nearly lost
after colliding with a Soviet submarine on a
reconnaissance mission. The Boat Warspite was
the third nuclear attack submarine constructed by the
RN, following her sister HMS Valiant and the earlier
HMS Dreadnought. She displaced some 4900 tons
submerged and could make 28 knots. Warspite
carried six torpedo tubes and twenty-four torpedoes
in her early career, although cruise missiles would
later supplement these. Warspite and her kin
represented one of the most important contributions
that the RN could make to the security of NATO,
patrolling for Russian submarines and developing
intelligence on the Soviet fleet. As detailed by Iain
Ballantyne in his book Undersea Warriors, in 1968
HMS Warspite undertook a routine reconnaissance
mission in the Barents Sea. Warspite’s mission was
to infiltrate the patrol areas of Soviet submarines in
the area, track those submarines, and develop a
sonar signature that could be used to distinguish
between different boats in the future. The RN and
the US Navy had regularly undertaken such missions
since the beginning of the Cold War, but the
development of nuclear-powered submarines had
increased both the stakes and the opportunities.

aboard Warspite into thinking that the Echo was
turning. To be clear, there is no indication that the
Soviet boat had any idea that Warspite was in the
area, and probably slowed for its own reasons. But
the result of the misunderstanding meant that
Warspite was ploughing headlong into water that it
thought would be empty, but that was in fact filled
with a Soviet submarine. The ensuing crash
severely damaged both boats. Warspite’s fin struck
the Echo twice, sending her into a heavy list. Men
and equipment were thrown around the boat, causing
several injuries. A struggle for survival ensued upon
Warspite. The helmsman, who had been steering
during the collision, froze at his position. The heavy
list threatened to trigger automatic protocols that
would shut down Warspite’s reactor, ensuring a drop
to the ocean floor. The crew had no idea of the extent
of the damage and feared that fatal flooding could
result from any response. The Echo immediately
began to surface, followed quickly by Warspite.
Warspite and the Soviet boat eyed one another
warily, but it was apparent that neither was in danger
of sinking immediately. Warspite even prepared to
signal the Echo that she was prepared to offer
medical assistance, but an intercepted transmission
indicated that the Soviets had already informed their
headquarters and that they had suffered no serious
casualties. The skipper of Warspite decided that he
needed to look after his own ship instead. Warspite
still needed to worry about the Soviets. Although the
incident occurred in international waters, the Soviets
didn’t tend to have a sense of humour about NATO
submarines operating in their backyard. Moreover,
Warspite was not in contact with any NATO vessels
at the time. The Soviets could blame the destruction
of the submarine on the very real accident, meaning
that Warspite was potentially in peril even during
peacetime. And if the boat was too damaged to
proceed, the threat of internment loomed.

The Incident Warspite found a Soviet submarine
and began to track her, quickly identifying the boat as
an Echo II nuclear cruise missile submarine (SSGN).
The Project 675 submarine boat displaced 5900 tons
submerged and carried eight P-6 cruise missiles in
addition to six torpedo tubes. The older, smaller
cousins of the 675 boats, the 659s, carried six
nuclear-tipped cruise missiles intended for strategic
attacks against NATO. By the mid-1960’s, however,
the Soviet had developed submarine-launched
ballistic missiles, eliminating the need for the cruise
missiles, and radar-homing that enabled the use of
cruise missiles in an anti-ship role. The Echo IIs
could make 22 knots submerged, although they were
regarded as noisy boats. The expression ‘clearing
the baffles’ has, courtesy of the film Hunt for Red
October, spread well beyond the submariner
community. Because of the relative noisiness of their
own boats and the tendency of NATO subs to slink in
behind and track them from an advantageous
position, Soviet sub-commanders would often take
surprising turns to try to catch any pursuers. In this
case, however, the Echo was not turning. Rather, for
some reason it had decided to shut down one of its
screws, slowing the boat and fooling operators

Warspite Dived and Limped Home, hoping to
evade any Soviet subs or surface ships along the
way. Her speed was limited by the damage, and in
any case, she needed to be cautious because of the
crew’s inability to assess the hurt that the collision
had inflicted. It soon became apparent that the
Soviets were very interested in finding her, as flocks
of ships, submarines, and aircraft began to blanket
the area. After getting a sufficient distance away,
Warspite again surfaced and made for Great Britain.
In order to avoid scrutiny, Warspite diverted to a
rarely used island base where some of her damage
was repaired, and the rest disguised. An entirely new
fin, constructed for use in one of Warspite’s halfsisters, was repurposed and mounted upon the
damaged sub. The official explanation of her
damage was that the submarine had struck a
submerged iceberg while on patrol. HMS Warspite
rapidly returned to service after her refit and went on
to serve for another twenty-three years, although a
serious fire almost destroyed the boat in 1976. She
retired in 1991, the hulk of Warspite still awaits
disposal and dismantling at Plymouth.
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LOOKING BACK IN SOCA NEWS 1990’S
Remembering Fort Blockhouse
Do you remember rows of U, V, S & T class boats
in Haslar Creek, where there are now rows of
pleasure boats and Nookie boats! Your first trip
through the Escape Tank (before it grew) and
saying we liked it! Pull the other one. Divisions.
Get your cap blankoed, Pay Parade. Get your hair
cut, Colours; Fall in for jobs, Dorm Sweeper, Duty
Cook, Bathroom Sweeper, Heater Party, Coaling
Party, Periscope Shop, Dockyard Working Party
and the Floating Dock. Many a bottom was scraped
and red leaded. Tot Time. The best part of the day!
Evening Quarters. Hands change to night clothing
and staying in overalls! Then diving under the
blanket when you heard the Pipe for Rounds?
Remember, Northerners doing short weekend subs
for Southerners, for as many tots as could be
agreed. Saturday afternoon sessions at the Beer
Bar, primed with more than one tot! The Canteen
Songs.
Maggie Mae, Suda Bay, Pride of
Londonderry and the favourite: Come to the Spare Crew, make no delay,
Come to the spare crew, two bob a day,
Sweeping up the Mess Deck,
F… all else to do,
Come to the spare crew do.
And then ‘Sing, sing or show your fat ring’ (Sod’s
Opera). Remember when Last Orders were called,
and nipping to the Mess for the Rum Fanny (perish
the idiot who had used it for soup or custard) and
any vessel that would hold ‘Brickwoods’. Sneaking
back to 104 with Fannies of flat mild and bitter and
drinking it out of cups. Remember being drafted off
a boat for the luxury of 104 Mess and being greeted
with ‘You’ll have to wait for a bed and a locker?’
Stepping smartly ashore for a run over to Pompey
side with a pound note in your money belt and not
getting any further than Queen Street. Staggering
back onto the Gosport Ferry, Squeeze Gut Alley,
Pneumonia Bridge (before it had traffic lights).
The things we did and shouldn’t have done. Our
Lords Above must have turned many a blind eye!
Vulcan, Pactolus, The Sick Bay and Chapel.
Blockhouse had something different to the vastness
and Pusserism of the RN Barracks (RNB) Pompey
and Jago’s Mansion. It was the place where we met
old ships, saluted officers and was unsafe for
Wrens! However, on a wet 26 Sept 1998 after a
moving little service, the ex-Submariner appeared
(in stone), to be there for posterity, to keep an eye
on the new inhabitants. The Eternal Trot Sentry. No
submariners left to relieve him.
Farewell
Blockhouse, there will never be another.
Jack (Harry) Freeman, West Riding & Hull SOCA.

get anybody with bigger clout when that person
turns out to be, on our behalf the Captain SM2
Submarine Squadron, Captain AJ Lyall MBE, HMS
Drake, Devonport, who could not have put it any
plainer when he stated in SOCA News (approx
1996) that if SOCA is looking for a new Reunion
home, traditional submarine hospitality is still alive
and well in Devonport. He and the serving officers
and crews of the Trafalgar Class SSN Submarine
Squadron berthed in HMS Drake would love to see
us down there, thus reviving that little bit of
something we cherish very much, and have lost
since the last submarine slipped its berth from
Blockhouse; the comradeship of the crews. When
Dolphin was fully operational with seven or eight
boats tied up at any one time, and SOCA far
stronger in number, space was always short but it
was never a problem, they fitted us in somehow. So
be at it with the Trafalgar Class SSN Submarine
Squadron at HMS Drake. I truly hope we find our
grass roots once again, united once more to see a
new horizon in 2001, and the birth of another
chapter embracing that very much alive Submarine
Service and second home for SOCA.
Your sincerely, JW
T Class Boat Naming. HMS/M Tactician. Our boat
P314 was to be named Tenacious, and we were
quite content with that, but on arrival alongside the
Forth for working up, our new skipper informed us our
bulldog’s ships badge, and even our name , had
been re-allocated to a new destroyer of the T Class
and we were now to be named Tactician. Editor:
Bell & Plaque now displayed in its adopted town of
Alfreton, Derbyshire. Courtesy of DS, Rolls Royce
and the crew of Ambush adopted by the Mayor of
Alfreton especially at the dedication reception and
she said ‘Lets have all you boys upstairs to which the
response was that it was best offer all day. Sailors
being notoriously thick in those days were not quite
sure what this tally means? The Stokers’ Mess
reckoned that it was an expert at driving in carpet
tacks, but we in the forward mess thought it had
hospital connotations, like obstetrician, or even
mortician. But the brains thought it more likely to
mean someone who was tactful when asking a bird if
he could stay the night? All became clear when our
new Ship’s Crest appeared in the shape of a
chessboard with various pieces strewn over its
surface, probably about to make a marvellous move
finishing in checkmate. By this time, we did not much
care whether we were to be called, Testacle,
Tasteless, Tantrum, Tot Time, Aggie Weston’s
Special; Temperance, Thief, Thirsty, Threadbare,
Toilet, Tomfool, Torment, Tragedy or Twit. As we
were sailing to the billet of the North Cape in the worst
month of the year, to the worst bit of water in the
world, they could have called us what they liked.
Taurus was already up there undergoing her four
weeks of frozen agony, keeping watch on the fjords,
and would be relieved by us before we would repair
the storm damage before sailing for the Med.
Sid Smith, Hull Branch SOCA

Jack Winstanley, Treasurer Derby SOCA March
1999. After reading the report compiled by the
exploratory GPC visit to HMS Raleigh, I feel this
establishment would have taken us further away
from our goal. As I recollect, the only firm invitation
we have every had with a bit of bite and substance
to it came from a serving officer, and you cannot
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Things Ain’t What they Used to Be
SOCA News Dec 1997
Everything is farther away than it used to be. It’s
even twice as far to the corner shop, and they have
added a hill. I’ve given up running for the bus, it
leaves earlier than it used to. It seems to me they are
making the stairs steeper than in the old days, and
have you noticed the smaller print they use in the
newspapers? It’s no use asking anyone to read
aloud anymore, as they speak in such a low voice, I
can hardly hear them.
Even
people
are
changing, they are so
much younger than they
used to be when I was
their age. On the other
hand, people of my age
are so much older than I
am. I ran into an old
classmate the other day,
and she has aged so
much that se didn’t recognise me. I got to thinking
about the poor dear while I was combing my hair this
morning and happened to glance at my reflection.
Really now, they don’t even make good mirrors like
they used to do!’

Work Starts on Astute SOCA News Dec 1999
The first steel has been cut for the pressure hull of
HMS/M Astute, lead vessel of Britain’s new class of
nuclear attack submarines. Work by MACE (a
Marconi Company) has begun on the boat at a
factory on the Clyde. The Astute, the largest attack
submarine to be built for the RN is due to enter
service in about six years’ time. Meanwhile, HMS/M
Vengeance, has successfully completed her sea
trials. (Editor: No Comments please)

DSM Donation accepted by Lucky Gordon
SOCA News Sept 1997
The DSM and Bar of a submariner lost with his vessel
55 yrs ago have been presented by his widow to the
RNSM, and they were accepted on its behalf by a
man who must rank as one of the luckiest wartime
sailors alive! Mr Elsie Jackman’s husband, Charles,
was a CPO who was awarded the medals for his
gallantry during successful submarine patrols in the
Med’n during WWII. He first served in Sturgeon and
then in Urge, which sank an Italian cruiser in 1942,
barely four weeks before being sunk herself with all
hands when she hit a mine en-route to Alexandria.
The medals were accepted by another holder of the
DSM and Bar, Gordon Selby. He was 2nd Coxn of
Upholder, for all her Mediterranean patrols, except

Under Arm World of Smelly Submariner
R. Bettsworth Defence Correspondent The News
SOCA News Dec 1997
Dr. Craig Roxburgh has never smelt anything like it
before. It was the odour of 125 men living in close
confines and banned from using deodorants. To
submariners it is a smell which is familiar and an
accepted part of their trade. But navy scientist Dr
Roxburgh was experiencing it for the first time as he
boarded the nuclear submarine HMS Trafalgar.
Writing in the MoD in house journal Focus, Dr
Roxburgh, who works for the
Institute of Naval Medicine,
Portsmouth, said; ‘The air was foul
and stale with an odour like
nothing I had ever smelt before. It
was a mixture of stale sweat,
cooking and oil vapour, to name
but a few. Sub Air was the
description the submariners gave,
commenting that the same air is
continually breathed, recycled and
breathed again.’ But, within a few hours, reported Dr
Roxburgh, he adjusted to the smell. Part of the
reason for the smell which he experienced is the
practice of banning the use of spray and roll on
deodorants. The chemicals in these and several
other products cannot be processed out of the air
recycling system and could affect the quality of the
air the submariners have to breath for as long as
1020 days on patrol. But former submariners were
quick to defend the standard of personal hygiene. As
far as using deodorants is concerned the
fundamental air with air purification system is health
rather than aesthetic concerns. Editor; H’mmm, I
wonder how the Diesel version reads?

the last, in which she was lost with all hands. He then
joined P39, and she was bombed and sunk in Malta.
Next, he joined Olympus to return home, but she was
mined, only 12 onboard surviving. Then came Sickle
for a few months and he left her shortly before she
was lost. His next boat was Storm in the Far East,
and after her, Truculent, the submarine that after the
war sank in the Thames estuary with heavy loss of
life. Post war Gordon Selby was an officers training
instructor. As such he took his class onboard the AClass HMS Affray, but as he stowed his kit he
collapsed, acutely ill. He was taken to hospital and
the Affray sailed without him on a voyage from which
she nor any of those onboard returned.
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JULY NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK

anchored at Scapa Flow in Orkney, Scotland, when
she was torpedoed by the German submarine U-47.
Of Royal Oak's complement of 1,234 men and boys,
835 were killed that night or died later of their
wounds. The loss of the outdated ship, the first of
five Royal Navy battleships and battlecruisers sunk
in the WWII, did little to affect the numerical
superiority enjoyed by the British navy and its Allies,
but the sinking had a considerable effect on wartime
morale. The raid made an immediate celebrity and
war hero out of the U-boat commander, Günther
Prien, who became the first German submarine
officer to be awarded the Knight's Cross of the Iron
Cross. Before the sinking of Royal Oak, the Royal
Navy had considered the naval base at Scapa Flow
impregnable to submarine attack, but U-47's raid
demonstrated that the German navy was capable of
bringing the war to British home waters. The shock
resulted in rapid changes to dockland security and
the construction of the Churchill Barriers around
Scapa Flow. At the time the British people saw little
'phoney' about this loss of a battleship and a liner.

Black Tot Matters. Glad to hear your up & running:
I particularly like the ‘Black Tot Matters’, Pardon the
pun. Cheers, Mike
Response to Article. Terry, Thank you for your
welcome newsletter, and with respect here is a
response to Jeff's most interesting article on history
and dates. Particularly I would like to make a few
points on his comment Quote. ‘Most Brit’s take the
mickey out of the Yanks for not entering the war until
Dec 1941 and that as a direct result of the bombing
of Pearl Harbour, as we started in Sept 1939 [but to
be fair, and take account of the phoney war.
However, the reality is that Hitler declared war on
the
USA
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/exhibitions/legislativ
e-highlights/declaration-war-germany-december11-1941 You can see that Congress and President
Roosevelt responded and in turn declared war on
Germany, but the question rarely asked in the
history books is, When ( or if ever ?) would the USA
have entered the war against Germany if Hiltler had
simply done nothing, but continue and eventually
complete his long term planned invasion of Poland
and
Russia?
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebensraum
and
equally with little doubt he would continue to resist
his generals and refuse to invade Britain (who in his
philosophy, saw this Anglo-Saxon/Celtic nation,
with its large Empire; as a long-term ally as he got
on with expanding East. Also, he knew it would take
enormous resources to invade and govern the
Islands of Britain, as well as eventually the whole of
Europe, indeed hence the creation of Vichy that was
largely self-governing. As an aside, I suspect
German animosity towards Britain grew as the
bombing of Germany increased, especially Berlin
and soured Hilter's attitude towards Britain? really
one of many speculative issues of the times.
Certainly, Churchills broadcast to the people that he
expected a second plan for an invasion of Britain,
when the then recent German invasion of Russia
was quickly completed in about two months.

The gist of Jeff's article, the crash of the
experimental bomber, that previously I had never
heard of, was quite fascinating, if tragic. One can
only speculate what course the war in Europe would
have taken if the US and Germany had gone to war
once France was invaded, but there is no doubt in
my mind Hitler would still have invaded Russia June
22,
1941.
https://alphahistory.com/nazigermany/hitler-onrussia-and-bolshevism-1924-2/ Note the Pearl
Harbour attack was 7 Dec, 1941. This is not meant
to be a quick review of WWII, merely some
historical points to respectfully challenge the notes
by Jeff in the last DS Newsletter. I am firmly of the
view we owe the USA nothing, ending the war with
the Empire in disarray, virtually bankrupt with
massive debt to the US and the cost of occupying
Germany BAOR and so on. We married in this post
war period and things were still rationed and life not
easy. Hence, when I left the RN, we answered the
ad' and applied to emigrate to NZ. PS I may have
sent this already ,but gives some verified history of
the times and the Roosevelt's strong distaste for the
British
Empire,
https://tinyurl.com/ycd8om3f
Regards Peter

However, to the point. The fact is the USA did not
voluntarily come to our aid. I think the history
indicates President Roosevelt probably would have
done so for his own reasons, but he would certainly
have been legally blocked by a most unwilling
Congress. One consequence of the US not entering
the war when it did, would surely have been the
protraction of the war in North Africa, nor the
invasion of Sicily or Italy.

JP Misson Tabarka Sitrep. Many of the submarines
found off Tabarka might have been engaged
elsewhere but survived and were only lost because
along their route they found the Very-Strategically
Positioned Anti-Submarine Mine Obstruction laid off
Tabarka. They seem to have reached the place
during daytime when (to avoid being detected by
enemy surface vessels or aircraft) they were
navigating submerged and therefore blind. Had it
been sufficiently dark to navigate on the surface, they
would not have hit any of the mines held under the
surface. The alignment of the wrecks is clearly
indicative of a comprehensive unknown & uncharted
mine barrage that caused the loss of these boats.

As for Jeff's comments on the Phoney War, a time
when I was an interested boy, in fact one of those
evacuated. The Liner Athena was sunk by U -Boat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Athenia_(1922)#L
oss more than enough to shake the nation, but there
was more, another U-Boat sank the battleship HMS
Royal Oak in an apparently secure base extract
from Wikipedia. On 14 Oct 1939, Royal Oak was
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RUSSIAN SUBMARINE NEWS 2

The combination of being a spy submarine and a
strategic weapons platform at the same time seems
contradictory. Belgorod may be further delayed
however because of repairs needed to Losharik. The
nuclear-powered midget sub suffered a fatal accident
on 1 July, 2019. So, Khabarovsk may yet overtake
Belgorod to become the first Poseidon carrier to enter
operational service in around 2027. Khabarovsk will
not be the last of these Poseidon-armed submarines
either. Two follow-on Project 09853 are planned,
bringing the fleet to four submarines each with six
Poseidons. Even less is known about these other
submarines.

Russia’s Newest Submarine, Khabarovsk,
Could Redefine Underwater Warfare
H I Sutton Forbes 11 June 2020
In a move that harks back to the Cold War, the
Russian Navy is quietly developing a whole new
category of submarines, and their unique capabilities
could influence the nature of undersea warfare. The
first of the new type, Khabarovsk, is expected to be
launched this month. Other navies are unlikely to
emulate it, but they will want to counter it. The
underwater game of cat and mouse where U.S. Navy
hunter-killer submarines stalk the Russians could be
reinvigorated. But these new targets are not ballistic
missile subs. Khabarovsk is instead designed to be
armed with the gigantic Poseidon nuclear dronetorpedoes. Russia has managed to keep many details
about the S/M out of the public domain. Relatively little
is known about this large nuclear-armed boat,
certainly in comparison to Western types. Despite
rumours of its impending launch, analysis of the
shipyard does not yet show any leading indicators.
We know that that she is being built in Construction
Hall 1 at the Sevmash yard in Severodvinsk in
Russia’s Arctic North. In order to roll her out of the
shed, the launch rails outside will have to be cleared.
Then flotation devices will be prepared on either side
of the launch rail. Their arrangement will be different
for each type of submarine so this will be useful
information in itself. Then the boat is winched out tail
first. The whole basin will then be flooded to float the
submarine off. Based on analysis of the satellite
images, a barge has been in the same position since
last July blocking exit, but while a launch date of this
month seems optimistic, it cannot yet be ruled out.

Reshaping Submarine Warfare Unless there is a
change in Russian plans, Khabarovsk will likely be a
new focus of Western anti-submarine warfare for the
next decade, in particular the U.S. Navy and RN,
whose nuclear submarine fleets have a long tradition
of stalking Russian boats. The Poseidon-armed
boats will present new challenges to these hunters.
In particular, building new weapons to intercept the
Poseidon will take time. Its speed and depth might
make it virtually untouchable to the current
generation of advanced torpedoes. Possibly the U.S.
Navy’s Mk.48 ADCAP (Advanced Capability) and the
RN’s Spearfish torpedoes could just reach it. But the
angles and ranges involved seem to make it a limited
proposition. So new faster, longer ranged and deeper
diving torpedoes may be on the cards. And possibly
that is part of the rationale behind Poseidon.
Countering it will cost the West vast amounts of
money. And it will mean compromises along the
way. Other priorities may be side-lined to make way
for countering Poseidon, which could weaken
capabilities elsewhere. Today, hardly anyone in the
West has even heard of this submarine. But it is the
one to watch for.

What Is Known About the Submarine? The
existence of the ‘Project 08951’ submarine has never
been a secret, but it is barely talked about in Russian
sources. Gradually, from the few sources and oldfashioned analysis, a picture has emerged.
Khabarovsk will likely share a lot of elements of the
Borei Class Ballistic Missile Submarine (SSBN). This
should reduce cost and also make it stealthier than
many other submarines in service with the Russian
Navy. The forward half will be taken up by six
ginormous Poseidon torpedoes. This is what makes
her a unique category of submarine. Poseidon, also
known as 'Status-6' and the NATO reporting name
'Kanyon,' is designed to be both nuclear-powered and
nuclear-armed, giving it virtually unlimited range. It
therefore would pose a threat to coastal cities such as
New York and Los Angeles. The Russian MoD
describes it as a multi-purpose weapon and suggests
that it could also target the U.S. Navy’s Carrier Battle
Groups. Actually, Khabarovsk is not the first Russian
submarine to be fitted for Poseidon. The equally
enigmatic ‘special mission submarine’ (read ‘spy sub’)
Belgorod was launched on 23 April, last year. She will
also be armed with 6 Poseidon weapons. But her role
will be split, with her also acting as a mother
submarine to the Losharik deep-diving midget sub.

Russian Federation Navy Commissions Its First
Borei-A-Class SSBN 'Prince Vladimir
RCN News & Naval News, 12 June 2020
The RFN commissioned its first Borei-A-class
ballistic missile submarine (SSBN), Prince (Knyaz)
Vladimir, in a ceremony held at JSC Sevmash
Shipyard. The 4th generation nuclear-powered
submarine, which was laid down in 2012, will join the
Northern Fleet's Submarine Forces and is the lead
SSBN of the upgraded Project 955A. Unlike the
Project 955s which were constructed from previous
submarine class hulls, the 955As are a completely
new build, and feature a number of improvements,
including all-moving vertical rudders that improve
maneuverability. The Prince Vladimir has a range of
9,000kms, will be equipped with 16 Bulava R-30
ballistic missiles, measures 170m in length and
displaces 24,000 tonnes submerged. Experts note
that the improved 955A variant is expected to form
the backbone of its navy's at-sea nuclear deterrence.
The RFN currently has four more 955As under
construction, all of which are expected to be
commissioned by 2023, while a further two are
planned.
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HMS URGE CONTROVERSY ON HER FINAL
RESTING PLACE IN THE MEDITERATEAN
Editor: Over the last couple of years we have
included extracts of the vast amount of information
on the Submarines off the North Coast of Africa from
WWII. The present situation is the University of Malta
claim the wreck of Urge is not as discovered by JP
Misson off N.Africa but off Malta. The RN and thus
the SA official stance is that the Naval Historians are
right despite a lot of sonar evidence that an
uncharted WWII Italian minefield hosting several
submarine graves includes Urge. The following
correspondence including their submission of
evidence has been sent to the National Chairman of
SA for consideration and it is hoped that the true
identity of these submarines off N.Africa can be
properly recognised and the families of those lost
allowed to grieve in the knowledge they are official
war graves and thus hopefully protected from looting.
(See also Pages 17-18 & Col 1 on Page 20)

NORRIS, JESSE. D.S.M. Leading Seaman, C/JX
142500. Royal Navy, HM Submarine Urge. (N17).
Died Wednesday 6 May 1942. Born and resided
Kent. Son of Jesse and Minnie Norris (née Knight)
of Rochester, Kent. Commemorated on the
Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 52. Column 2, as
shown above. The birth of Jesse (junior) was
registered in the Medway, Kent Registration District
during the second quarter of 1918. Jesse was
awarded the DSM 1941 ‘For outstanding bravery,
skill and resolution in successful submarine patrols’.
HM Submarine Urge on which Jesse was serving at
the time of his death was ordered on Mon 4 Sept
1939 as part of the 1939 Emergency War
Programme, and she was built at the Barrow-inFurness Yard of Vickers Armstrong Ltd. Having
been launched on Mon 19 Aug 1940, the submarine
was completed on Thur 12 Dec 1940. The date of
Jesse’s death is as it is shown on his
Commonwealth
War
Graves
Commission
commemoration details, but all other data resources
checked by the transcribers of these brief
commemorations show the date Weds 29 Apr 1942.
It would appear to be the case which is unfortunately
the same situation which is applicable with many
submariners’ deaths of several nations during
WWII, that Jesse’s exact date of death is estimated.
Commanded by 30 yr. old Lt Cdr Edward Philip
Tomkinson DSO and Bar, of Langham, Suffolk, on
Mon 27 Apr 1942 HMS Urge had left Malta on
passage to Alexandria, Egypt, where she was due
to arrive on Wed 6 May 1942 but she failed to arrive.
The actual reason for the loss of HM Submarine
Urge was not fully established for many years, as it
was first thought that the submarine struck a mine
off Malta, or that she was sunk by the Italian torpedo
boat Pegaso in the eastern Mediterranean. Post
WWII German and Italian documentation, conflict
with both the above initial British theories
appertaining to the loss of the submarine. On Weds
29 April 1942, HMS. Urge attacked the Italian sailing
vessel San Giusto off the coast of Ras el Hilal,
Libya, and in the immediate area was a small
convoy of 3 German Marine fährprahm, which were
the largest type of landing craft used by the
Kriegsmarine, which were being escorted by an
Italian Fiat Cr.42 Falco biplane. As the submarine
was engaged in the attack against the German
landing craft, she was dive-bombed and sunk by the
Italian aircraft. The sinking was confirmed by
witnesses on board the 3 German Marine
fährprahm. HMS Urge was reported lost on Weds
29 April 1942. At the time of her loss, Jesse’s
submarine was carrying 10 RN ratings as
passengers in addition to the normal crew, as part
of the evacuation of the 10th Submarine Flotilla from
Malta to Alexandria. All 35 personnel onboard the
submarine perished when HM Submarine Urge was
sunk on Weds 29 April 1942, all of whom are
officially commemorated as having died on Weds 6
May 1942, when the submarine should have arrived
at the port of Alexandria, Egypt.

Sheffield SA Letter to SA. We are writing to you
with a plea for intervention regarding the identification
of the position where the remains of the Royal Navy
submarine HMS Urge that has been located. We
branch members from Sheffield have discussed the
production of evidence.by the accredited Belgian
diver Jean-Pierre Misson. This being in the form of
text documents, photographs, sonar shots and maps
relating to his investigations. We attach a summary
of pertinent facts relating to the possible actual
position of the submarine.
We note in ‘Alec Dancer’s (Author of 'Barrow Island,
Walney Island - 1,000 Years On) book. On page 59
there is a passage giving credence to J-P’s findings.
HMS Urge. Launched from No 11 Basin. Launched
19 Aug 1940. One of the first British Submarines to
be built on the West Yard Berth. Vickers were now
short of berths, and two more were built in this area,
12A & 12B, from which two of the last batch of ‘U’
boats, Upshot & Urtica were launched. Back to Urge.
She was taken out of Barrow under the command of
Lt Cdr E P Tomkinson, one of the top ten submarine
aces.
In April 1941 Urge sailed for the
Mediterranean. On passage Tomkinson sank the
tanker Franco Martgelik as she made for Brest. After
reporting to Gibraltar, Urge sailed to join the 10th
Flotilla at Malta, but due to heavy bombing, along
with other boats, joined the base at Alexandria. Urge
had been on some eighteen patrols and had
accounted for twenty-six thousand tons of shipping
sunk, thirty-six thousand tons damaged, a battleship
badly damaged and a light cruiser sunk. But sadly,
Urge was the victim of an air attack off Rasal Hilal,
Libya, by the Italians. Lt Cdr Tomkinson was
decorated with the DSO and bar.
Again, we were also very interested in the memorial
dedication at the village of Wouldham in Kent.
Particularly that of one to one of the Urge’s crew
members which again gives credence to J-P’s
findings. Please find attached the reference to L/S
J Norris DSM HM Submarine Urge crew member.
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Furthermore, we found another instance in a
Lincolnshire village of Scotter (On the A519 North of
Gainsborough and South of Scunthorpe). Here
there is a reference to Ronald Leeke a crew
member of HM Submarine Urge lost on 29th April.
Ronald William LEEKE. Lost at sea 29th April 1942
aged 20. HMS URGE. On 27th April 1942 she left
for Alexandria and two days later attacked the Italian
sailing vessel San Giusto off Ras Hilal. In the
immediate area was a small convoy of 3 German
MFP landing crafts, escorted by a Fiat CR42
biplane. As the Urge was engaged in the attack
against the boats she was dive-bombed and sunk
by the plane. All 35 men died. The submarine was
declared missing on 6th May.

team from the University of Malta verify if their
alleged wreck contains any remains
before declaring it a protected war grave?
In Conclusion we feel that our respected name as
‘Submariners’ is being compromised by inaction in
this dispute. As, all in all we agreed that Jean-Pierre
Misson may have a point in his investigations. On
behalf of The Sheffield Branch of the Submariners
Assn, Yours Sincerely A. Snowden(Secretary)
P.S. It would also be nice if Malta could publish proof
in denial of J.P’s findings?
DS NL Editor:
Over the years Derbyshire
Submariners Newsletters have printed condensed
reports of the massive amount of data, sonar scans,
maps, facts and figures and the passion JP has that
these lost submariner souls should be officially
identified and honoured with wreck protection. It is
appreciated the RN does not have the resources
these days, and HMS Echo was tasked at one time
but pressure of higher priorities took over (Official
line). When the claim by the University of Malta that
they have found Urge off Malta was announced
certain of the facts did not added up, but the MoD late
last year did give an official statement that JP’s sonar
were not conclusive, and they intended to stick with
the official RN Historians version.
Sheffield
Submariners submission has many valid questions,
especially for the Uni to verify that the crews remains
are in this wreck? The normal answer would be to
say the wreck cannot be entered, but given the
controversy not only of Urge but the other cluster of
boats unrecognised in this unknown minefield laid by
the Italians in WWII. Its not the ethics of the minefield
(especially as the Italians lost one of their own in it!)
but all the boats JP is trying to get MoD to
acknowledge. (SA & Mod Response Page 20). As
a reminder we are talking about boats JP has found:
Crews British And Italian WWII S/M’s Tunisia & Libya
Tabarka, Tunisia
Submarine
Date Loss
Crew
HMS Tetrarch
October 1941
62
HMS Talisman
September 1942
63
HMS Utmost
November 1942
32
HMS P 222
December 1942
47
HMS Tigris
March 1943
63
HMS Thunderbolt
March 1943
64
HMS Turbulent
March 1943
67
HMS Usurer
October 1943
46
Italian Submarine
Classe 600 Presumed Corallo Dec 1942
49
Marsa El Hilal Libya
Italian submarines
Argonauta
June 1940
48
Foca
October 1940
68
British submarine
HMS Urge
April 1942
32 (+10 Ratings)

Summary of the Location of the wreck of Royal
Navy submarine HMS Urge. Jean-Pierre’s analysis
of the Malta wrecks purporting to be HM Submarine
Urge. A Torpedo Loading Derrick and a trapezeshaped Tail Fin identifies HM Submarine Pandora.
The open hatch and broken back identifies HM
Submarine P39. Plus, the additional observation
that most of the casing on both wrecks are missing.
This leads us to believe that none of these wrecks
can be that of HM Submarine Urge! As part of our
investigations into this intriguing topic we collated a
Curriculum Bellum Vitae for HM Submarine Urge,
using Sir Arthur Hazlet’s ‘British and Allied
Submarines in WWII’ as reference. In this it was
stated for historical purposes, ‘The perceived’
reason for her loss at the time. We have retained
the pertinent emails concerning the identification of
the wreck(s) and assembled them in chronological
order. Mainly to show the sheer dedication that J-P
has given to this project despite the repeated
inaction by British authorities.
It seems that the Submariners Association seems to
be bowing to the knout of officialdom, and the term
‘The good that men do is oft interred with their bones’
spring to mind. It seems that we are not even
interested where the actual bones lay. We want to
state that we find it a dishonour to our predecessor’s
wartime bravery. Submarines belonging to the most
active of our ‘Hot War’ predecessors the 10th
Submarine Flotilla have often been overlooked and
ignored in their enormous contribution to the defeat
of Rommel’s Afrika Korps. Now it seems that some
of the casualties of their conflict are to be confined to
the dustbin of history. By keeping silent on this
subject, it seems that we are endorsing the
argument submitted by the so-called historians and
his academic dupes. We feel that the least
recommendation by the Submariners Association for
the current disagreement would be to suspend the
deemed location of HM Submarine Urge to be off the
coast of Malta until further investigations cam be
performed. n.b. Protection of Military Remains act
1986 states; quote ‘Vessels have to be specifically
designated. The primary reason for designation is
to protect as a ‘war grave’ the last resting place of
UK servicemen’. Unquote In view of this can the

They All Deserve Recognition for their Bravery
RESURGAM
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.
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ARMED FORCES DAY JUNE 2020
The Queen, Commander-In-Chief of the Armed
Forces, has sent her thanks to Britain's military
personnel both at home and overseas to celebrate
Armed Forces Day. ‘The Duke of Edinburgh and I
join many around the United Kingdom in celebrating
Armed Forces Day, and the efforts of our military both
at home and overseas,’ Her Majesty said. ‘Today
provides an opportunity for thanks, and a recognition
of the dedication and risks faced by those serving our
nation. We also have cause to thank veterans, who
continue to contribute to our way of life, long after
they leave the Armed Forces. ‘Having had members
of my family serve in each of the Armed Services, I
know only too well of the pride service personnel take
in their duty. ‘As your Commander-in-Chief, I send
my warmest best wishes to you all, your families, and
the entire Armed Forces community.’ This year's
National Armed Forces Day event was due to be
hosted in Scarborough, but it was postponed as a
result of the coronavirus pandemic. The town will
instead host the 2021 national event. The public are
instead being encouraged to follow Armed Forces
Day 2020 virtually. To mark Armed Forces Day
2020, we have taken a look back at the work of the
British military in the past year.

ALAN SMITH DS MEMBER RETIREMENT
Little Birdie told us you are retiring on Mon 22 June
from Rolls Royce, 50 years to the day after joining
the RN. Knowing your age from our Birthdays List,
that is a Bloody Good Record Mate – BZ. Best
Wishes, to you and Jeanette, stay safe, we will have
to have a delayed celebration at the delayed
Trafalgar Dinner in 2021 but before if we can!
Terry, on behalf of all from Derbyshire
Submariners

Alan’s Retirement from Rolls Royce (Submariners)
was marked by a RR composed work history
PowerPoint of which I have taken the liberty of lifting
these couple of photos. The
PP
presentation
also
advises that; Alan (AKA
Snowflake❄) is well known
for his community and
charity work for; Warspite
Association, Poppy Appeal,
Sudbury Village Fete, other
Submariner’s Associations,
and the ARA San Juan relief
fund

THIS IS NORMAL FOR ME
This poem was written by Jacob Mason age 10, the
son of a serving submariner. It came second in its
age category in an international competition of 4000
entries run by the charity Never Such Innocence.
This is Normal For Me,
but some people don’t know how it feels.
It can get rough sometimes,
children tease because I’m different.
Dad is not there.
I watch the sea for him, I stand still and stare.

COMPETITION EXTENDED

This is normal for me,
but it might be different if you stayed around a lot.
Christmas, birthdays, holidays, New Years,
when we have been apart.
Missing someone so much
I have no words for being so sad.
Separation and silence.

Dear Supporters and Competition Entrants First of
all let me thank you all for your support. So far we
have had just under 200 entries to our competition
from as far afield as Australia and with ages ranging
from 8 to those in their ninth decade and the
standard has been very high. The plan was to close
the competition at the end of this month and then
give the winning entries to our professional
designers to inspire them in creating
the final design for the memorial. We
would then use this design to excite
and enthuse people from across our
community to raise the necessary funds for its build
and installation. This is still the plan but the
pandemic has led to many people, funds and
industries having less money available for giving
and so we have decided to add a year to the length
of our project. The competition will now run to the
end of August with the winners announced by the
end of September. We are sorry that this means
some of you having to wait longer to find out if you
won but we want to use the competition as a vehicle
to keep interest in the appeal alive over the summer.

This is normal for me,
counting days until you are gone,
No mark on the calendar
to count down your return.
You had to leave me in hospital,
I knew you had to go.
You do such a good job
and you were hurting too I know.
This is normal for me,
it would help if you knew how it feels.
To feel special,
to be part of my family and community.
Every time I see you, I am filled with such joy.
You’re important to me,
you’re important to everybody, our country.
I still watch the sea. This is normal for me.
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SUBMARINE MUSEUM UPDATE
From Claire Baverstock, General Manager
A quick update on what is happening onsite. Tim
continues to work through outstanding defects and
carry out maintenance. The waterbus gangway has
been refurbished. I have never seen it looking so
good. The walkway has been painted with a
specialist non-slip paint and all the barriers and
railings have been transformed with a coat of fresh
black paint. Tim has also removed some of the
signs from the jetty that
were not accessible to
visitors and we are going to
relocate these to more
appropriate
positions
around the site. I had a site
walk around with Stuart
Stamp (Lead
facilities
Manager) yesterday. Stuart has only been in post
for a few months so I wanted him to get to know the
site and some of the works that are still outstanding.
I also shared with him my plans to relocate the shop
store and move the office into the old café space.
This would then give us the meeting space back in
the Fraser room. Fingers crossed that we will be
able to make a start on this before we reopen. We
continue to hope for rain but the garden is surviving
and even managing to flower I just hope we don’t
have a hosepipe ban! Still no date for reopening
but lots of planning taking place for when we do.

SA MEMBERS NEWS
HMS URGE SA RESPONSE ARTICLE Pg 17-18

SA NMC Response to SA Sheffield’s Request for
a Review of Facts HMS Urge & M.Misson’s Claims
A Monsieur J P Mission has been in touch with a
number of SA Branches regarding his claims about
the location of the wreck of the WWII Submarine
HMS URGE. Please be aware that the claims of M
Misson have been discussed by the SA National
Committee, by the Committee of the ‘Friends of the
Submarine Museum’ and the responsible MoD
department. The position of the ‘Friends’ and the
official MoD department responsible for the
location/identification of the wreck of HMS URGE is
stated in the attached letter from Jock McLees.
Basically, the official MoD position is as in the
’Friends’ letter and that it is up to M Misson to
provide incontrovertible evidence to the responsible
MoD authorities to prove his claims - which
evidence, up to the current date, he has not been
able to produce. The position of the Submariners
Association, similar to that of the ‘Friends’, is that
the location of wreck of HMS URGE is not a matter
on which The Association or its Members are
qualified to, or are able to comment. Taking sides
in this matter can only result in upsetting the families
of the crew of HMS URGE and severe
embarrassment to the ‘Friends’ the Submariners
Association and the MoD should M Misson’s claims
prove to be incorrect. All SA Branches and their
Members are advised to avoid getting involved in
this matter. Regards, Barrie Downer, National
Chairman, Submariners Association
Editor; Attached letter from Jock McLees I have
not been supplied with this letter to pass onto SA
Derbyshire Members via our newsletter

FRIENDS OF THE SUBMARINE MUSEUM
Written by Jock McLees
Many of you will know about the Friends of the
Submarine Museum and what they have always
done to support the museum by funding
enhancements to the displays when the museum’s
coffers weren’t quite full enough to afford some
artefact or other, but not all may know how the
Friends have had to adjust to working under the
umbrella of the National Museum of the Royal Navy
(NMRN) which has integrated all naval museums,
while also hoovering up many smaller, independent
organisations that might eventually have trouble
surviving independently. The NMRN has been going
now for over ten years and, during that period, there
have been quite a few ‘ups and downs’ in
relationships amongst the various groups claiming
interest in their particular slice of the whole. As you
will instantly recognise, Skimmers did it their way;
Airy Fairies another, Booties were different again and
the Submariners just knew instinctively that their way
was best! Getting those groups to agree on anything
was never going to be easy, and so it turned out!
However, to cut a long story short, there is now
something in place that is better than an uneasy truce
and people have really begun to appreciate that other
points of view should at the very least be given a
hearing. For instance, Friends groups became very
nervous when the NMRN announced that it was
introducing a Membership scheme, feeling a threat to
their existence. However, there is now an
understanding in the ‘museum’ community that…

HMS URGE RN RESPONSE ARTICLE Pg 17-18
McGuire, James Lt Cdr (NAVY SUBFLOT-COS)
To SA NMC. Monsieur J P Mission is known to us.
He has been sending this info to Ministers, MoD as
well as RASM (when he is in post). The RN position
is firmly that the position that has been identified by
MoD is the final resting place of HMS Urge. The
MoD have written to Monsieur Mission stating this
which is probably why he is now trying to engage
with yourselves and the associations. Cdre Perks
position is very much in line with your guidance and
that Monsieur Mission should not be engaged with.
Hopefully the commemoration service for HMS
URGE that was postponed this year due to COVID
will be able to go ahead in the future.
You Cannot Learn Too Soon that the most useful
thing about a principle, is that it can always be
sacrificed.
W.Somerset Maugham Novelist
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There is a clear difference between Membership
and Friend Status; people usually become
Members to get something out of an organisation,
such as reduced entry costs, while others become
Friends to contribute or ‘to give something back’.
Membership of the Friends of the Submarine
Museum did not fall when the NMRN membership
scheme was introduced; in fact, it has gone up. Over
the last ten years, the way the Friends work has had
to change to match the new circumstances we find
ourselves in. What I now say is very much a ‘Jock
McLees’ View rather than a ‘Vice Chair of Friends’
View. The role of the Friends has had to develop
rapidly following the Submarine Museum’s
integration
into
the
NMRN; I personally view
the latter as a large, cashstrapped
organisation
with huge ambitions. The
NMRN’s financial position
is not helped by the fact
that the Navy Department
is less generous in its
support of Heritage than
the other two Services. I,
therefore, see little hope
of any large infrastructure
investment in the RNSM at least until the new RM
Museum is in place and the new Collection Centre
(artefact storage facility) development is complete. I
also believe that our Museum would not have
developed as far as it has in the first ten years of the
NMRN’s existence without robust and persistent
intervention by the Friends. I am further confident
that we have, at the same time, been a good friend
to the NMRN by doing this, and that this is recognised
about us, at last.

The Friends have a role in encouraging development
and expansion of ‘storytelling’ on a site which has
little space remaining to expand physical displays
and low probability of site development in the near or
medium term. However, expansion of storytelling can
possibly still be achieved using modern electronic
devices drawing on artefacts in the reserve
collection. Did you know that there are more
artefacts in storage than are out on display at the
museum? Friends have long aspired to enhance and
promote the way the stories behind the Submarine
VCs are displayed; these narratives lie at the very
heart of what RN
submarines have
achieved
over
the last 120
years.
The
Friends
have
agreed to fund
(£8-10K)
to
enhance the existing VC exhibit, including an
interactive display which will allow visitors to ‘delve’
into the stories behind the faces on show in the VC
area. This project is, perhaps, an important step
towards use of electronic displays to expand
storytelling in other areas; the Jolly Rogers, in
particular? Perhaps, the Falklands War? Elements
of the Cold War? Interactive displays could create
opportunities to show artefacts from the reserve
collection and to tell their stories without requiring
physical space.
Where do the Friends of our museum now stand with
respect to the NMRN in terms of working
relationship? ‘In a reasonably good place.’ is the
answer. If you walk into the John Fieldhouse Building
and look around you, everything in sight has been
affected by Friends’ money and Friends’ lobbying in
some way, to the benefit of Submarine Heritage in
general, as well as to the visiting public. There are
now two weapons on show that begin to tell the story
of a modern submarine force. There is, at last, a
programme and a timescale to remove all weapons
from the now-defunct Weapons Gallery and to
complete the interpretation (labels to tell the stories)
of the Secret and Silent Exhibition in the JFB. This
exhibition, put in place very recently indeed,
increased the timeline coverage in the museum
hugely at a single step. This has only been achieved
by Friends working closely with the General Manager
of the RNSM and senior staff at the NMRN. Of
course, none of this would have been possible
without the loyal support of our membership, from
whom we ask just £20 a year as a subscription,
although many give more than the minimum
requested. As importantly, some give generously of
their time. If you feel able, please join us and help
support Submarine Heritage for the benefit of future
generations. And, if you’ve kept reading to this point,
thank you for doing so! Jock McLees
https://www.rnsubmusfriends.org.uk/
Editor: If you are not on line, and require an
application form to join Friends of SRNSM contact me

I think it fair to say there has been, in the past, some
friction between submariners, especially Veterans,
and NMRN staff over ‘ownership’ of the Royal Navy
Submarine Museum. For the submariners, I believe
this stems from two historical aspects of how the
RNSM was set up and then run. At the outset, the
museum was conceived as a Submarine Memorial
Complex, thus implying that elements of it would
have memorial status. However, to survive in today’s
economic climate, the RNSM must also work towards
profitability as part of the NMRN. Attitudes are
changing, on both sides, as reality sinks in, but I
believe that there a continuing role for the Friends to
stress that our Museum is more than ‘an attraction’,
that it represents lives lost defending our country and
has a distinct Memorial role. Those of you who visit
the museum will have seen the Friends' work towards
developing the memorial aspects of the site, with a
Memorial Garden. We are also working on an
electronic Memorial Book and a Donor Board. It is
envisaged that the Book will be master record of the
information on the Wall (mistakes corrected) while
the Donor Board will acknowledge those who have
donated and bequeathed significant amounts to the
benefit of the museum.
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manufacturing process for in-situ repairs of
damaged metal components. Known as cold spray,
its development for this specific maritime application
would allow Australian submarines to remain at sea
for longer, without the need to dock for lengthy
repairs. If successful, the technology could change
shipboard repair worldwide. Being developed by
ASC, Australia’s government business dedicated to
submarine sustainment and naval shipbuilding,
along with Australia’s national science agency,
CSIRO, and DMTC Limited (formerly, the Defence
Materials Technology Centre), the partnership aims
to pioneer the use of additive manufacturing for the
repair of Collins-class submarines, the secondlargest non-nuclear powered submarines in the
world.

One-Fifth of Earth's Ocean Floor is now Mapped
BBC News, 21 June 2020
The Nippon Foundation-GEBCO Seabed 2030
Project, which was launched in 2017 with the intent
of mapping the entire ocean floor by 2030, has
reported that 19% of the ocean floor is now mapped.
This represents a 4% increase over the year before,
and an increase of 13% over what had been
mapped at the time that the project was initiated.
The project aims to have the whole of the ocean’s
seafloor mapped to 100-metre resolution by 2030,
which is beyond the capability of modern satellites
equipped with radar altimeters that provide useful
data, but can only achieve resolutions at over 1km.
Although the area left to map is said to be twice the
size of Mars, project leaders say that much of the
data already inputted into the GEBCO (General
Bathymetric Chart of the Oceans) already existed,
and it just needed to be collated or released by
governments and other institutions that had
previously mapped areas; it is expected that much
more data of this type remains to be found, which
would speed the process of achieving full coverage.
Data can also be crowd-sourced by seeking echolocation data from ships carrying out their regular
business, and some government agencies have
instructed their vessels to vary their courses while
en route to specific destinations in order to improve
these survey data. These data are seen as
extremely important for climate studies, seafloor
infrastructure projects like data cables and
windfarms, and well as conservation and fisheries
management.

Cold spray is an additive manufacturing and repair
method that uses a stream of supersonic gas to
accelerate metal powder particles at a surface,
building up a dense deposit. The innovative process
occurs below the melting temperatures of the metals
involved, which avoids damaging the structural
integrity of the components and surrounding area.
CSIRO and ASC have been working together for a
number of years, exploring ways to use cold spray
of nickel to repair corrosion, described Peter King,
research team leader at CSIRO. ‘CSIRO has
spearheaded the adoption of cold spray by
Australian industry since first introducing the
technology 18 years ago. We have developed
unique cold spray-based solutions for the printing
industry, aerospace, rail and for combating marine
biofouling. The team is focussed on working closely
with local companies to develop new intellectual
property for Australia and to deliver on national
missions such as building Sovereign capability.

Cold Spray 3D Printing Technology Could
Revolutionize Submarine Repairs
Vanesa Listk, 3D Print.com 22 June 2020
Australia’s geographical remoteness, lengthy
coastlines, and vast maritime jurisdiction historically
led the country to rely on its maritime industry, which
includes oil and gas extraction and exploration,
fishing and aquaculture, and water freight transport
for its exports. As an integral part of Australia’s
maritime strategy and national security, government
officials have expressed their desire for ‘an enduring
and potent submarine capability’ critical to its
national security, especially considering that around
half of the world’s submarines are expected to
operate in the Indo-Pacific region by 2035. This
particular discovery by the Department of Defence
(DoD) in 2016 is what led the country to a sizable
commitment to spend over 60 million dollars (A$90
million) on a fleet of 12 new submarines. However,
these submarines will not be ready for at least 10
more years, so the government will be forced to
upgrade its six Collins-class submarines to continue
operating beyond their planned retirement date of
the mid-2020’s. During the next few years, the
RAN’s Collins-class submarines will demand
maintenance and 3D printing could revolutionise
their upkeeping with a pioneering additive

US Navy Intent to Ink $10B in Contracts
for First Two Columbia Submarines
Navy Times, 23 June 2020
The US Department of Defence announced the
signing of an initial USD $869 million design
contract with General Dynamics Electric Boat,
which will be followed by a further contract worth
more than $9.6b for the construction of the United
States Navy’s first two Columbia-class ballistic
missile submarines (SSBN). The follow-on
construction contract will require Congressional
approval, which is expected after the 2021 Defence
appropriation bill is signed. The USN plans to
operate 12 of the new SSBNs, which are slated for
delivery beginning in 2028, with operations
scheduled to begin in 2031. Estimated to cost at
least $109b for the entire class, the boats will
displace over 20,000 tonnes, and will reportedly
have the same type but fewer missile tubes than the
current Ohio-class, which fields 24.
I don't know why they call it 'Eternal Patrol',
rather than 'Eternal Rest Camp'?
I was never afraid in a Rest Camp.
Howard ‘Shorty’ Evans - USS Queenfish SS 393
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Defence Pledges to Evolve Faster in Future

South Atlantic Medal Association 1982
Joe Locke SAMA Trustee Membership Appeal
To Falklands Veterans. I have recently become a
Trustee for the SAMA 82 and looking to increase the
membership numbers of our association of
Falkland’s Veterans but also those who served at
home
bases
during
the
conflict. At the
same time SAMA
would like to
highlight, that as
the
40th
Anniversary
approaches
in
2022, that Life
membership
is
tremendous value at £10 for full and associate
members and we are always delighted to accept any
form of donation. Application details can see found at
this link https://www.sama82.org.uk/applying-formembership/ or you contact me directly at
iandjlocke@hotmail.co.uk Thank you. Joe Locke

Chartered Institute of Logistics & Transport 03/07
The ‘away day’ meeting(a), which brought together
ministers, senior civil servants, and the Chiefs of the
British Army, Royal Navy, RAF, UK Strategic
Command and Defence Intelligence, marks another
waypoint in the MOD’s renewed focus on the
Integrated Review (IR). The IR will define the
Government’s ambition for the UK’s role in the world
and the long-term strategic aims for our national
security and foreign policy. It will also set out the way
in which the UK will be a problem-solving and
burden-sharing nation and set a strong
direction for recovery from COVID-19, at
home and overseas, so that together we
can ‘build back better.’ The MoD is
playing a central role in the review,
ensuring that defence structures and
capabilities evolve to remain relevant for
a security environment characterised by
constant competition between states
and other hostile actors, and increasingly demanding
proactivity and versatility from our Armed Forces.
Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said: ‘A post-Covid
world will increase economic crisis, conflict and
competition. The threats we face come in many
forms across many continents. This week, I gathered
together our service chiefs and MoD leadership at
the Tower of London to discuss the form and
capabilities we will need to deliver a modern, capable
and strong-Armed Forces ready to defend the United
Kingdom in the decade to come.’

Submarine Museum Thank You.
Although no opening date has yet been
announced for the Museum, Members will be
interested to read this from the NMRN Director
General's monthly report to his staff:
‘I would like to thank our Friends organisations,
The Society of Friends of FAAM and the Friends
of the Royal Navy Submarine Museum, who have
both made generous donations to the Museum
over the last few weeks, to help support us. We
are hugely grateful for their continued support.’
https://www.rnsubmusfriends.org.uk/

Military chiefs discussed tailoring the Armed Forces’
balance of capabilities, as well as how best to invest
in people, skills, and equipment. The MoD is
determined to spend ‘smarter,’ ensuring that
procurement and infrastructure projects contribute to
the UK’s economy in the most efficient and effective
ways possible. The MoD is fully committed to its part
in supporting the successful delivery of the
Government’s ambition for the IR. The Service
Chiefs are critical to achieving that goal, and the
meeting is just one of many ways in which their
military expertise and experience will feed into the
process.
The IR will run in parallel to the
Comprehensive Spending Review so that
departments are provided with the resources they
need to enact the review’s conclusions.
Editor: Definition of Meeting – ‘When Minutes are
Taken and Hours are Lost’

DEAD DOUBLES BOOK RELEASE
The extraordinary worldwide hunt for one of
the Cold War’s most notorious Spy Rings

Trevor Barnes Weidenfeld & Nicolson 3 Sept 2020
hardback at £20.00, eBook £10.99, audio £19.99.
Sept 2020 marks the 60th anniversary of the
amazing breakthrough by Britain's spy catchers that
enabled MI5 to round up the Portland Spy Ring,
one of the most dangerous and remarkable KGB
espionage rings ever to operate in the UK For the
first time, the remarkable full story of the top-secret
investigation by MI5 into the Portland Spy Ring will
be told, based on hitherto secret MI5 and FBI files,
and research in the USA and Moscow, espionage
historian Trevor Barnes publishes new revelations
about the spy ring. Astonishing but true, this new
history reads like a John Le Carré thriller but also
reveals how Russia's spies are operating the same
way today. The Portland Spy Ring was one of the
most infamous espionage cases from the Cold War.
People all over the world were shocked in 1961
when its exposure revealed in Britain the KGB
agents stealing secrets from the world-leading
submarine research base at Portland in Dorset

Royal Navy Veterans have
enthusiastically volunteered to take
part in trials of an anti-covid oral
spray that is taken on a regular
basis throughout the day. At this
time, we haven’t yet found anyone
who is able to give a coherent
comment on how the trials are
going. Nor do we expect to until
supplies are exhausted!
Courtesy RNA Stowmarket Branch ‘General Dit’)
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PROGRAMMES AND EVENTS 2020
As you can see by the Programme on the left of
this column the future is still a bit bleak with the
slow opening of venues such as The Council
House and TS Kenya and of course Pubs we all
know about, and impossible to plan a Lunch Club
for the foreseeable future. We have as advised
cancelled this year’s Trafalgar Dinner and do not
hold a Lunch Club in October thus the next earliest
date would be November but my own thoughts are,
we will be lucky to even hold an event in
December. This may seem a little pessimistic, the
realistic fact is the majority of the DS are in a
vulnerable group and you know it is serious when
long time Derby County Season Ticket holders are
not taking up the offer of venturing out with crowds!!

2020
01 Aug
31/7-3/7

TS Kenya Open Day Woods Rd Cancelled CV
Dieso Boats Reunion. DBR Guz Cancelled CV

07 Aug
07 Aug
14 Aug
21 Aug
26 Aug

DS Meeting. No DS Meeting in August
Coffee Morning TS Kenya Derby Cancelled CV
VJ Day no events expected
Cancelled CV
Rearranged SA AGM/SA
Cancelled CV
Luncheon Club
Cancelled CV

03 Sept
04 Sept
04 Sept
11 Sept
14 Sept

Merchant Navy Day. The MNA have Cancelled CV
DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad
Cancelled CV
Coffee Morning RBL Oakwood Dy
Cancelled CV
Coffee Morning WFR 10-12 Derby Cancelled CV
D&D Ex Svc Meeting Council House Cancelled CV
Coffee Morning RNA 10-12 Derby
Cancelled CV
Luncheon Club The Oak & Acorn Cancelled CV

18 Sept
30 Sep

02 Oct

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30 TBA

23 Oct
23Oct
25 Oct

RNC Trafalgar Parade 11:40 Cathedral Grn TBA
DS Trafalgar Night Dinner
Cancelled CV
Retard Clocks 1 Hr at 02:00am

TBC
TBC
04 Nov
08 Nov
11 Nov

11 Nov
11 Nov
25 Nov

04 Dec
05 Dec
09 Dec
12 Dec

DS Meeting Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30
Submariners Embankment Parade, London
Chaddesden Children’s Svc, Chadd Park 09:30am
Remembrance Sunday Svc’s Various Locations
DS Armistice Day 11/11 Submariners Services
10am Meet Main Entrance to convoy to 1st Grave
ERA John Brooks C16 & Sig Charles Buttle C25
Armistice Day – Nottm Road Soldiers Corner
11 am Derby & District Service
DS Armistice Day Coffee Morning Jubilee Club
O/C Soldiers Corner Service approx 11:20hrs
Lunch Club Bartlewood Lodge, Ockbrook

DS Meeting. Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30
Army Cadet Band Xmas Concert, Trent Collage TBC
Christmas Lunch Weds Noon Venue TBC
Band of Derby Army Cadet Force Long Eaton

Please Note that events marked Cancelled CV
are those that have been advised officially to DS
by organisers, or decided by DS as Cancelled in
the case of our own meetings and social events
such as Lunch Clubs.

Remembrance: November may seem a long way
for some? However, at present Poppy Appeal is
unlikely to be on the normal scale and at present it
is still on shut down because of CV. Sadly, as a
PAO I was advised as I am under medical special
measures I would not even be able to undertake the
Stanley Bomber Memorial on my own in an evening
in the Churchyard to just raise the RAF Flag, lay a
wreath on the War Memorial and the box of 5
individual crew crosses on the Village War
Memorial.
Fortunately, the Ilkeston RBL
volunteered to undertake a
short Service instead of one
submariner!
I am really
grateful to them.
I have
spoken to the Chair of
D&DExSvcs
and
events
marked accordingly in our
diary. The RNC Traf Dinner (RNA/RM) has not yet
been cancelled in Oct, but the venue may even
then still be in distancing measures, and as stated
November various events in limbo for now. I will try
to keep all advised of updates as the year goes on.
Black Tot Day Matters 31/7. As this NL will be
released before the Sad Day, I wish all those
having Splice the Mainbrace at 11am to remember
that day back in 1970 a pleasant thought that this
is not the sort of event Submariners Cancel. So,
we promise we will have a ‘Queens’ Replay as a
Group in the future with a proper bottle of Pussers.
As it says on Page 1 of this
Newsletter Social Distancing Matters
and I hope all Members, families and
indeed all stay safe until we are able
to return to normal lives.
NEWSLETTERS ONLINE
Current & One year Back Issues on Derbyshire
Submariners Web Page
http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html

Views & comments of this newsletter do not always
reflect the official policy, or the decisions of the
Derbyshire Submariners
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