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A POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

Positive Anything 
is Better than Negative Nothing! 

 

EDITORIAL 
 

Hopefully, this photo will not need me to say that all 
the Submariners who would normally have enjoyed 
this view on the first weekend of August and sailed 
past the breakwater to Cornwall Cawsands were 
absent this year, but you can read what would 
virtually have happened on pages 9 & 10! 
 

At the time of writing 
mid-August there still 
does not appear any 
light at the end of the 
tunnel with regards the 
CV situation.  In fact, it 
made me smile to read 
some of us older ones 
may have to stay at 
home still, and as I have 
been since 3 Dec (due 
to an Op) I have decided 
not to read the papers 
as I just get more 
confused by the rules! 

 

It is evident by the current S/M (and indeed Defence 
News generally) both Russia and China are increasing 
their Navy’s at an alarming rate.  Notwithstanding the 
Cold War Standards of quality, as admitted by a NATO 
spokesman (Page 6) we do not have enough 
submarines to track them, and that statement refers to 
the very large U.S. Submarine Force.  Yes, the 
Astute’s are a first-class boat, but so are theirs.  On a 
sombre note the 20th Anniversary of the Loss of the 
‘Kursk’ in August 2020 is a reminder that Submarines 
remain dangerous even in times of peace. 
 

Terry Hall 
The Trade Journal Newsletter Editor 

Hon. Sec/Treasurer, Derbyshire Submariners’ 
Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk 
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WELFARE MATTERS 
 

New Law will Help Veterans Get 
Best Possible Support, says MP 

Max Channon  Plymouth Live   13 Jul 2020 
A new law was passed today that will to help ensure 
those who served in the military get the best 
possible support, Veterans Minister Johnny Mercer 
has said.  Former RN, British Army and RAF 
personnel will for the first time be able to identify 
themselves as veterans in the next Census, 
following new legislation passed today.  A 
Government spokesperson said: ‘The move will 
allow central and local government to better 
understand the profiles and needs of the ex-military 
community.  ‘This in turn will allow for stepped up 
services for veterans, with better data and 
understanding allowing for more targeted and 
efficient support.  ‘Data from the Census will be an 
important part of ensuring that mental health 
support for former service personnel is as effective 
as possible.  ‘The inclusion of the question in next 
year’s Census has been welcomed by veterans’ 
groups and charities and builds on the 
government’s first ever veterans’ strategy, which 
was launched in 2018.’  Minister for Defence People 
and Veterans Johnny Mercer said: ‘Allowing 
veterans to identify themselves in the next Census 
is a key step in ensuring that all of government 
provides the best support possible. 
 

‘Better information means better support and today 
is a positive step forward in providing that,’ added 
the MP for Plymouth Moor View.  Minister for the 

Constitution and 
Devolution Chloe Smith 
said: ‘The Census is an 
unparalleled source of 
information on how the UK 
population lives and works.  
‘It provides a detailed 
picture of the nation, 
helping us deliver tailored 
public services that meet 
the needs of citizens of all 

walks of life. Ultimately it will ensure that taxpayer’s 
money is invested where it is most needed.  ‘It is 
estimated that there are currently around 2.2million 
veterans in the UK.  The rich diversity of this 
community underlines the importance of improving 
data, so that policies and support can be better 
targeted. 
 

‘We know from previous research around the 
Veterans Strategy that often people are reluctant to 
ask, and sometimes veterans themselves are 
reluctant to say that they are a veteran.  The 
process of developing the census question has 
therefore helped the government to develop a 
common way of asking if someone has served in the 
Armed Forces.’  Charles Byrne, Director General of 
The Royal British Legion, said: ‘This is an extremely 
proud moment for the Legion.  After leading a 
successful campaign, the fact that a military 

question will be in the 2021 Census will significantly 
improve our understanding of the Armed Forces 
community which up until now has been very 
limited.  ‘It will ensure that we, along with other 
charities and service providers, can deliver the best 
service possible to them when and where it is 
needed most.  ‘This is something we have been 
striving towards for many years, it will have a huge  
impact on service personnel, veterans and their 
families well into the future, as the outcome will 
allow us to provide more effective care and support 
to those who are in need.  We are delighted and are 
extremely grateful to everyone who has supported 
the campaign and helped us to achieve this 
historical success.’  The next census is due to be 
held on 21/03/21 and results will be available the 
following year.  People will be able complete the 
census online on any device, with help and paper 
questionnaires for those that need them. The data 
collected will provide crucial and up-to-date insight 
on the diversity of society. 
 

Census 2021  The 2021 Census will provide 
decision-makers and citizens with comprehensive 
data on our society.  Getting the best information is 
essential for informing policy, planning and funding 
decisions, across national and local public services. 
The Office for National Statistics is working to 
deliver the Census in England and Wales as 
planned and is continuing to be guided by the 
evidence and latest advice from Government and 
experts on COVID-19. 
 

The MoD said: ‘The Office for Veterans Affairs 
(OVA), which was created last year, is ensuring that 
the whole of government is delivering better 
outcomes for veterans, particularly in areas such as 
mental health, employment and housing.  ‘It is 
working in partnership with local authorities and the 
Devolved Administrations to coordinate activity 
across the United Kingdom. 
 

The work of the OVA includes:   
a. Pulling together all functions of government, and 
better coordinating charity sector provision, in order 
to ensure this nation’s life-long duty to those who 
have served 
b. Ensuring that every single veteran and their 
family knows where to turn to access support when 
required 
c.  Helping to generate a ‘single view of the veteran’ 
by making better use of data to understand 
veterans’ needs and where gaps in provision exist 
d.  Improving the perception of veterans 
 

Sea Sunday 2020 Was Postponed 
On 12 July Christians around the world would have 
celebrated Sea Sunday however, in the light of the 
continued uncertainty around CV it was postponed 
until either 13 or 20 December (TBC)  As you know, 
the income generated from Sea Sunday is crucial in 
maintaining our support for seafarers and fishers and 
spreads the awareness of our work to others.  It is 
looked forward to celebrating Sea Sunday in Dec. 
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UNPOLITICALLY CORRECT PAGES 
 

Jack always looked on the bright side.  He would 
constantly irritate his friends by his eternal 
optimism.  No matter how horrible the 
circumstances.  He would always reply, ‘It could 
have been worse’.  To cure him of his annoying 
habit, his friends decided to invent a situation so 
completely bad, so terrible, that even Jack could 
find no hope in it.  On the golf course on day, one 
of his Oppo’s said ‘Jack, did you hear about 
Tom?’  ‘He came home last night, found his wife 
in bed with another man, shot them both and then 
turned the gun on himself.’  ‘That's awful.’ said 
Jack, ‘but it could have been worse.’  ‘How in hell 
could it have been worse,’ asked his oppo?  
‘Well’, relied Jack, ‘if it happened the night before, 
I'd be dead now.’ 
 

When a Woman says ‘what?’  It's not because 
she didn't hear you.  She's just giving you a 
chance to change what you said. 
 

You Know you're Ugly when it comes to a group 
picture and they hand you the camera. 
 
If you Think your Life is Bad, how would you 
like to be an egg?  You get laid once in life, you 
only get eaten once in life, It takes 4 min to get 
hard, but only 2 minutes to get soft, you share 
your box with 11 other guys, but worst of all the 
only chick who ever sat on your face was your 
mother.  
Pass this to someone who needs a good lay, 
sorry I mean day. 
 

 

A Midshipman was sitting his first qualification 
board for Officer of the Watch at Anchor.  After 
several hours of watching the young officer answer 
difficult questions from the members of the board, 
the ship’s Captain decided to finish off the board by 
placing the Midshipman in a completely hypothetical 
emergency situation.  ‘What would you do if a 
sudden storm sprang up on the starboard side?  he 
asked.  ‘Throw out an anchor, Sir’ the Midshipman 
replied.  And what would you do if a sudden storm 
sprang up Aft?’, I’d throw out another anchor Sir’, 
the Midshipman said.  And the Port Side said the 
Captain to be answered by ‘’I would throw out an 
anchor, Sir’.  ‘Hold on, said the Captain.  Where are 
you getting all those anchors from?’  The 
Midshipman smiled, ‘From the same place you are 
getting all those storms, Sir’. 
(Rather reminded me of Buckwheat this one!!) 

Retirement Bonus, US Navy Style 
I think I heard this from an American sailor in the 
China Fleet Club in Hong Kong who was on leave 
from Viet Nam in the late 1960’s; but it can still 
bring a smile.  The US Navy found they had too 
many men and decided to offer an early 
Retirement bonus.  They promised any man who 
volunteered for Retirement a bonus of $1,000 for 
every inch measured in a straight line between 
any two points in his body they had lost.  The 
person got to choose what those two points would 
be.  The first to accept was a Captain, and he 
asked that he be measured from the top of his 
head to the tip of his toes. He was measured at 
six feet and walked out with a bonus of $72,000.  
The second person was a worldly lower deck AB 
who accepted was a little smarter and asked to 
be measured from the tip of his outstretched 
hands to his toes.  
He walked out 
with $96,000.  The 
third one was a a 
grizzly old Chief 
Petty Officer, who, 
when asked 
where he would 
like to be 
measured replied, 
‘From the tip of my 
weenie to my 
testicles.’  It was 
suggested by the 
pension man that he might want to reconsider; 
Explaining about the nice big cheques the 
previous two had received.  But the old Chief 
insisted, and they decided to go along with him 
providing the measurement was taken by a 
medical officer.  The medical officer arrived and 
instructed the Chief to ‘drop 'em,’  Which he did.  
The medical officer placed the tape measure on 
the tip of the Chief's Weenie and began to work 
back.  ‘Oh Dear!’ he suddenly exclaimed, ‘Where 
are your testicles?’  The old Chief calmly replied, 
‘Vietnam’.  
 

I have just rung up B&Q and 
asked ‘How big is the Queue?’  He 
said, ‘same size as the ‘B’ 
 

Little Billy asks his Dad for a telly 
in his room.  Dad reluctantly 
agrees.  Next day Billy comes downstairs and 
asks, 'Dad, what's Love Juice?'  Dad looks 
horrified, but sits down and tells Billy all about 
sex.  Billy just sat there with his mouth open in 
amazement.  Dad says: 'So what were you 
watching on TV'?'  Billy says, 'Wimbledon' 
 

Money Doesn’t Buy Happiness  
Unless - You spend it on Beer!! 
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Adam & Eve  God said, 'Adam, I want you to do 
something for Me.'  Adam said, 'Gladly, Lord, 
what do You want me to do?'  God said, 'Go down 
into that valley.'  Adam said, 'What's a Valley?'  
God explained it to him. Then God said, 'Cross 
the river.'  Adam said, 'What's a River?'  God 
explained that to him, and then said, 'Go over to 
the hill'.  Adam said, 'What is a hill?'  So, God 
explained to Adam what a hill was.  He told Adam, 
'On the other side of the hill you will find a cave.'  
Adam said, 'What's a cave?'  After God explained, 
he said, 'In the cave you will find a woman.'  Adam 
said, 'What's a Woman?'  So, God explained that 
to him, too.  Then, God said, 'I want you to 
reproduce.'  Adam said, 'How do I do that?'  God 
first said (under his breath), 'Oh Dear.'  And then, 
just like everything else, God Explained that to 
Adam, as well.  So, Adam goes down into the 
valley, across the river, and over the hill, into the 
cave, and finds the Woman.  Minutes, he was 
back.  God, His patience wearing very thin, said 
angrily, 'What is it now?'  And Adam said,  'What's 
a Headache?' 
 
When I was a Kid, there 
were no phones or tablets. 
We, read Cereal Boxes at 
Breakfast. 
 

The Theory of Intelligence  
A Chief was explaining to the Officer of why the 
lower deck preferred Beer to Spirits.  'Well Sir, like 
this.  A herd of buffalo can only move as fast as 
the slowest buffalo, and when the herd is hunted, 
it is the slowest and weakest ones at the back that 
are killed first.  This natural selection is good for 
the herd as a whole, because the general speed 
and health of the whole group keeps improving by 
the regular killing of the weakest members.  In 
much the same way, the human brain can only 
operate as fast as the slowest brain cells.  Now, 
as we know, excessive intake of alcohol kills brain 
cells.  But naturally, it attacks the slowest and 
weakest brain cells first.  In this way, regular 
consumption of beer eliminates the weaker brain 
cells, making the brain a faster and more efficient 
machine.  And that Sir, is why Jolly Jack always 
feel smarter and cleverer after a few beers.' 
 

A Man walks into a bar and asks for a beer.  After 
drinking it, he looks in his shirt pocket and asks 
for another beer.  After drinking that one, he looks 
in his shirt pocket again and asks for another 
beer.  This happens about another seven times 
before the barman asks him, ‘Why do you keep 
looking in your pocket?’  The man replies, ;I have 
a picture of my wife in there.  When she looks 
good enough, I'll go home.’ 
 

Drink Responsibly simply means not spilling it! 

It Happens!  I've sure Aged over Lock-Down!  I've 
had two bypass surgeries, a hip replacement, New 
knees, fought prostate cancer 
and diabetes I'm half blind, can't 
hear anything quieter than a jet 
engine, take 40 different 
medications that make me 
dizzy, winded, and subject to 
blackouts.  I have bouts with 
dementia.  Have poor 
circulation; hardly feel my hands 
and feet anymore.  I Can't 
remember if I'm 85 or 92.  I have 
lost all my friends.  But, thank Goodness, I still have 
my driver's license to drive to the pub. 
 

 

Coronavirus Measures.  Picture Left;  For 
those who cannot work out Social Distancing, 
This is Two Meters Apart.  Picture Right:  It is not 
only the Peak District you are asked not to visit! 

 

A Letter from F.Scott Fitgerald, Quarantined 
in 1920 in the South of France During the 

Spanish Influenza Outbreak 
Dearest Rosemary, It was a limpid dreary day, 
hung as in a basket from a single dull star.  I thank 
you for your letter.  The streets are that empty.  It 
seems as though the bulk of the city has retreated 
to their quarters, rightfully so.  At this time, it 
seems very poignant to avoid all public spaces.  
Even the bars, as I told Hemingway, but to that he 
punched me in the stomach, to which I asked if 
he had washed his hands.  Why, he considers the 
virus to be just influenza?  I’m curious of his 
sources.  The officials have alerted us to ensure 
we have a month’s worth of necessities.  Zelda 
and I have stocked up on red wine, whiskey, rum, 
vermouth, absinthe, white wine, sherry, gin, and 
lord, if we need it, brandy.  Please pray for us. 
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JEFF BACON © CARTOONS 
 

This almost sounds 
like a UK Covid 
Briefing with stacks 
of input and 
suggestions as to 
instructions of what 
to do and of course 
prevention; but with 
only  Magic to 
determine the Final 
Solution! 
 

THE TWO TIFFS 
 

Someone on the Wireless (It 
was someone old) said 
Hanging Baskets were a 
cheap and easy way to 
brighten up your garden.  So, 
the Tiff 
decided to 

give it a go at home.  But he has 
commented that he is bitterly 
disappointed with the results, and 
his wife is not speaking to him he 
complained to his Oppo! 

 

The China Fleet Club has begun its tentative 
social distanced lockdown ‘Opening-Up’ process. 
The facility has recently completed a multi-million 
pound upgrade, the excellent family 
accommodation includes a kitchen and the whole 
complex boasts ultra-modern facilities, swimming 
pool, aqua spa, health club & racquet sports and 
now the new 'Woodland Adventure Golf’ as well 
as the Golf Course a family friendly Country Club. 
Your Royal Naval Country Club, (the British Army 
and the RAF do not own or enjoy such luxury).  To 
book visit the Website @ www.china-fleet.co.uk 
or please call 01752 848668for further details. 
 

BLACK TOT DAY 31 JULY 2020 
I was posed a question of why the Aussies did not 
have a Tot!  Apparently, according to Google the 
RAN did away with 
their Tot in 1921.  
The Canadians 
(RCN) abolished 
theirs not long after 
the RN in 1972, but 
the Kiwi’s, Royal 
New Zealand Navy carried on the custom right up 
until 1990. 

The One, The Only One, The Pub 
 

The one, the only, the Pub. 
Isolation got us thinking, 
of all the things we snub. 

The ones we care for and love the most, 
the one, the only, the Pub. 

 

A place welcoming all backgrounds, 
To love, to laugh, to be merry. 

A location even your nan deems fit, 
When she’s ‘only having one sherry’. 

 

Beers on tap, cocktails galore, 
But we all know it’s not just about the drink. 

I could pour my own beer at home, 
if I wanted, although it’s not quite the same by the sink. 

 

Any occasion, it’s more than suited, 
from celebrations, to popping out for dinner. 

Soon as you hear the sweet phrase ‘pub grub’, 
you know you’re onto a winner. 

 

Call in for some peace after a long hard shift, 
when work’s got you feeling kinda frail. 

Then almost guaranteed to see that bloke 
and his dog again, Just gagging to tell you a tale. 

 

It’s the best environment you can get, at the pub, 
For games, to just sit, or a jive. 

Even not being a fan of background music, 
you’ll at least like one song out of five. 

 

Missing local faces and chatter, 
Simply socialising with all. 

Those quiet ones turned to all dayers, 
Only ending once hitting the floor. 

 

It plays a big part in all our lives, 
deep down I think we all know it. 

Without, we’re struggling to fill our time, 
uncontrollably becoming a hermit. 

 

So, if isolation has you feeling lost also, 
feel free to join the club. 

And if anyone asks what we all want back? 
The one, the only one, the pub! 

 

This was written by Chant Doman of 
Chaddesden, and appeared in the Derby 

Telegraph 13 May & Derby Camra Mild & Bitter 
June 2020 

 

Before Lock-Down even started officially last March 
one of our Members at a Pub he has been a regular 
at since it was built about 50 years ago was refused a 
pint because they were only taking cards not cash.  
His mates ‘baled’ him out but not all have cards or 
indeed a bank.  Many older Blue Collar workers when 
forced to have their wages paid into a bank just went 
for the Derbyshire BS or now it’s the Nationwide which 
they visit to get out their weekly money for everyday 
living, no credit card, no debit card, maybe a bit of HP 
for the TV (yes, even today) and they live ok until now.  
The only App they know is what they have in the 
afternoon generally called a nap, and Zoom is what 
they do when they are late for the bus to the pub.  
Cash is still the preferred way of budgeting, unlike the 
country as a whole, constantly in debt. 

http://www.china-fleet.co.uk/
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In the North Atlantic, NATO Navies are 
Practicing to Take on a Wave of Russian S/M’s 

Christopher Woody 30 Jul 30 
NATO Navies converged in the North Sea in late 
June for this year's Dynamic Mongoose anti-
submarine-warfare exercise, reflecting a growing 
focus on countering enemy submarines amid ‘great-
power competition’ with Russia and China.  During 
the exercise, US Navy destroyer USS Roosevelt and 
four other surface ships took turns hunting and being 
hunted by Navy fast-attack sub USS Indiana and four 
other subs in the waters off Iceland.  It was fantastic 
because we would have such a small, confined area 
that it forced interaction between the submarine and 

the surface ships, Cmdr. Ryan Kendall, 
CO of the Roosevelt, said in an interview.  
Roosevelt and its counterparts brought 
helicopters with dipping sonar and 
torpedoes.  Five maritime patrol aircraft, 
including a US Navy P-8 Poseidon, also 

took part.  ‘We'd all take turns controlling the aircraft 
and controlling the helicopters in the air.  So, we 
would have the P-8 come out, drop some sonobuoys, 
and help us localise’ the sub, Kendall said. ‘Surface 
ships would come in to get closer to see if we could 
get our towed array or our whole active sonar on the 
submarines.’  The Roosevelt's AN/SQQ 89A(V) 15 
sonar ‘is one of the most advanced in the Navy,’ 
Kendall said. ‘We have an MH-60R helicopter with an 
active dipper, so we're able to use the tag team of 
Roosevelt and our active sonar and passive sonar, 
as well as our multifunctional towed array, to localize 
the submarine and then use our helicopter to 
pounce.’  Subs like Indiana ‘mesh with the other parts 
of the team who can provide fast response and broad 
area coverage,’ said Cmdr. David Grogan, CO of 
USS Indiana.  ‘We represent the persistent, in-
stratum asset who can effectively use the underwater 
environment to maximize detection and engagement 
possibilities of an adversary submarine,’ Grogan 
added.  Dynamic Mongoose allows ships and subs 
to exercise in real-world conditions for an extended 
period, Kendall said. 
 

US and French aircraft operated out of Iceland while 
British planes flew from Scotland. Ships dealt with 
rough seas, and helicopters practiced staying aloft 
for extended periods.  ‘Normally when they execute 
a training scenario, it could be anywhere from two to 
three hours,’ Kendall said. ‘In this case, we were 
doing it for 12 or 22 hours straight, and you'd have 
watch-team turnovers.’  Coordinating with aircraft 
and ships ‘can be complicated for a number of 
reasons,’ Grogan said. ‘Exposing my team to that, 
as well as learning to best employ each submarine, 
surface, and air asset was vital to expanding my 
team's ability within the greater ASW effort.’  Subs 
were also able to use ‘the environment and water 
temperature, salinity, depth, [and] bottom contours 
to evade us or to hide so that they can into an 
advantageous position to attack us,’ Kendall added.  
Roosevelt analysed the water ‘hour by hour, day by 
day,’ Kendall said, because changes in it mean ‘we'll 

get different ranges on our sonar’, though the ‘only 
tangible difference onboard in colder water is the 
presence of an extra sweater here or there.’  ‘You 
can't do synthetic training pier-side with a computer-
generated model for tracking real-world submarines.’  
‘You have real people making real decisions, and you 
have consequences for those decisions.’  Russian 
and Chinese submarine fleets have gotten bigger 
and better, and the US Navy has dedicated more 
time and resources to ASW.  ‘The most important 
mission of for Dynamic Mongoose in the Arctic Circle 
was anti-submarine warfare, basically looking for 
Russian submarines deploying out of their bases in 
the Kola Peninsula,’ where the powerful Northern 
Fleet is based.  During the Cold War, the Greenland-
Iceland-UK Gap was an important chokepoint 
between that Russian fleet and the Atlantic.  ‘We still 

rely on these 
chokepoints as kind of 
the line in the sand.’  
Russia subs passing 
through that gap could 
threaten Europe's 
links to North America 

in a war.  (A Russian ship monitored Dynamic 
Mongoose but ‘didn't affect the exercise at all,’ 
Kendall said.)  ‘There's a big concern on the US part 
about even a couple Russian nuclear submarines 
making it past the GIUK gap, because they can then 
just drift around in the Atlantic until they can track 
down a US [ballistic missile sub] or threaten the US 
coast,’ Clark added.  Subs and aircraft assumed 
much of the ASW mission after the Cold War, but the 
Navy has invested in more surface-ship ASW 
because that sub fleet, which will shrink in coming 
decades as older Los Angeles-class subs retire. 
 

Surface ships are also now the primary missile-
defence platform and are responsible for maritime 
security ops, meaning ASW ‘is another mission on top 
of all the other missions they've got to do,’ Clark said.  
Dynamic Mongoose illustrates the mismatch, Clark 
said.  ‘Every time the Russians deploy a nuclear 
submarine down through the GIUK gap, we deploy a 
dozen airplanes or ships to go up there and track it.  
So, the Navy just isn't set up to be able to do ASW at 
any scale.’  Dynamic Mongoose involved five 
submarines, but Russia can muster more.   
 

In October, Russia's Northern Fleet reportedly sent 
10 subs toward the Atlantic to test NATO's detection 
abilities and show it could threaten the US.  ‘These 
submarines are really hard to track unless you want 
to put one of our submarines on it,’ Clark said, ‘and 
we don't have enough submarines to do that.’  Clark 
argues more unmanned vehicles should be acquired 
and used to suppress some subs while manned 
assets to pursue the subs that need to be eliminated.  
‘You have to decide which submarines are ones you 
have to sink and which ones can you accept just 
harassing and suppressing, because you don't have 
enough submarines to go try and kill every opponent 
submarine,’ Clark said. 
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The Marine Accident Investigation Branch Report 
on a 2018 Near Miss between Sub & Ferry 

George Allison  UKDJ  16 July, 2020 
The near miss between a Stena passenger ferry and 
a Vanguard class submarine occurred in 2018.  It 
should be noted that while Vanguard class 
submarines carry Trident nuclear missiles, the 
submarine involved was undertaking pre deployment 
training and was likely not armed with nuclear 
weapons.  At 1256hrs on the 6 Nov 2018, Stena 
Superfast VII’s officer of the watch took urgent action 
to avoid a Vanguard class nuclear submarine after its 
periscope had been spotted close ahead of the ferry.  
The report states that post-event analysis showed 
that, prior to the 
ferry’s course 
alteration, there had 
been a serious risk 
of collision.  This 
near miss happened 
because the 
submarine’s control 
room team had underestimated the ferry’s speed and 
overestimated its range, resulting in an unsafe 
situation developing. However, the submarine’s 
control room electronic tactical display presented a 
picture of a safer situation than reality; this meant that 
safety-critical decisions made on board the submarine 
may have appeared rational at the time.  The MAIB 
say that the RN has taken a series of actions in 
response to this and similar previous accidents. 
 

‘As a result, a safety recommendation 
(2020/124) has been made to the RN to 
undertake an independent review to 
ensure that the actions taken have 
been effective in reducing the risk of 
further collision.’  Statement from the Chief 
Inspector of Marine Accidents.  ‘On 6 Nov 2018, the 
lookout on board the ferry Stena Superfast VII 
spotted a submarine’s periscope close ahead.  The 
officer of the watch then took immediate and 
effective action, turning the ferry to avoid a genuine 
risk of collision with a submerged submarine.  The 
incident happened because the submarine’s control 
room team had underestimated the ferry’s speed 
and overestimated its range, resulting in safety-
critical decisions being made based on inaccurate 
information.  Although there was no collision, this 
was the third accident or incident between a dived 
RN submarine and a surface vessel in 4 years, 
which is a matter of significant concern. The Royal 
Navy co-operated with the MAIB’s investigation into 
this near miss and has taken a series of actions, 
intended to prevent recurrence, in response to this, 
and the other similar incidents.  However, I have 
today recommended that the RN undertakes an 
independent review of the actions that have been 
taken, in order to ensure that the risk of similar 
collisions has been reduced to as low as possible.’ 
You can read MAIB investigation report ’13-2020: 
Stena Superfast VII and Royal Navy submarine’ by 
clicking here. 

Rollout of Spearfish Torpedo Fails as Royal 
Navy Has No Submarines to Test Them 

Sputnik 12 July 2020 
Head of Britain's Armed Forces, General Nick Carter, 
has been criticised over the MoD's ‘shambolic’ 
procurement policies, after admitting decisions to sell 
off vehicles had been made before the country 
decided on its strategic interests in an impending 
integrated review.  The rollout of a new Royal Navy 
torpedo intended to ‘match’ the capabilities of 
Chinese and Russian submarines has been delayed, 
because the RN has no watercraft capable of firing it.  
The situation is so serious that the MoD's annual 
Major Projects Portfolio has warned ‘successful 
delivery of the project appears to be unachievable’, 
the same document reveals the MoD will also be 
selling off the remainder of its 3,200 armoured troop 
carriers in a cost-saving exercise.  Bought for £2.5 
billion less than ten years ago, the Mastiff, 
Ridgeback, Husky and Wolfhound vehicles will be 
replaced by 500 Boxer armoured fighters at a cost of 
£1 billion.  The lack of torpedo-equipped submarines 
means the much-delayed maiden voyage of the UK’s 
vast aircraft carrier, HMS Queen Elizabeth, may be 
delayed yet again, its first operational deployment 
was planned for 2021, in the Far East.  The RN is as 
a result forced to prepare two attack class 
submarines in record time, in order to give the carrier 
extra protection. 
 

The £227 million purchase of Spearfish missiles was 
supposed to have been completed earlier in 2020, 
but due to operational demands, the RN has been 
unable to provide an Astute-class submarine to carry 
out live firing tests, or even a warship to monitor the 
process.  ‘The Army continues to rationalise its 
legacy vehicle fleets.  The next strand of this work 
seeks to remove several legacy vehicle types from 
service.  But there are doubts as to whether the 
Defence Equipment Sales Authority will deliver value 
with the sales.  The vehicles remain in storage 
awaiting a buyer,’ said Jeremy Quin, Procurement 
Minister.  Bob Swann, who worked on the 
procurement of the Mastiff and other vehicles, 
questioned the decision, saying ‘there is nothing 
wrong with these vehicles, they have only been in 
service for a decade and cost the taxpayer a fortune’. 
 
RN Escorting Russian S/M In English Channel 

Naval News  H I Sutton  20 Jul 2020 
The Russian submarine is believed to be 
Submarine Krasnodar (B-265), a project 636.3 Kilo 
Class diesel-electric.  She left the Black Sea, where 
she is based, on 14 Mar, 2019.  The purpose of her 
leaving the Black Sea, under the Montreux 
Convention, is for repairs. yet she has spent 15 
months on an operational deployment in the war in 
Syria, and is only now heading to a shipyard.  The 
submarine is en-route to the Baltic.  Earlier this 
month HMS Tyne was involved in the escort of 
another group of Russian Navy ships. Editor:  As 
this is a Dieso Electric, is it any wonder why am 
inclined to jeer, The Ruskie Nuc is behind you!’ 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f0d7a44e90e070312c4c44e/2020-13-StenaSuperfastVII-RNSubmarine.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f0d7a44e90e070312c4c44e/2020-13-StenaSuperfastVII-RNSubmarine.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f0d7a44e90e070312c4c44e/2020-13-StenaSuperfastVII-RNSubmarine.pdf
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RUSSIAN SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

Russian Submarine Transits Bosporus in Move 
that Raises Questions Under International Treaty 

RCN News & Forbes, 23 June 2020 
A Russian Kilo-class submarine is suspected to 
have circumvented agreements with Turkey while 
transiting the Turkish Straits on Tuesday. Analysts 
suggest that the submarine, believed to be the 
Project 636.3 submarine Rostov-on-Don based on 
photograph evidence, was likely deploying to Syria 
when it transited the Straits. This move technically 
violates the treaty that regulates the Straits – the 
Montreux Convention – that requires that the navies 
of Black Sea littoral states inform Turkey before their 
submarines pass through the straits, and restricts 
them from doing so altogether when they are 
transiting for the purpose of deployment. Though 
Turkey has yet to respond to the violation, the move 
comes amid heightened tensions between Russia 
and Turkey, as both countries support different 
sides in Syria’s ongoing civil war; Russia supports 
Bashar al-Assad’s regime while Turkey continues to 
back rebel groups still active in the contested 
province of Idlib. Though Russia’s submarines have 
conventionally deployed from its Northern Fleet in 
the Baltic Sea, it has significantly built up its fleet in 
the Black Sea since it illegally annexed Crimea in 
2014 and acquired the Sevastopol naval base, 
which may lead Moscow to push for the Convention 
to be amended, while violating it in the interim. 
 

Powerful Russian Oscar-II Submarine Sails 
North outside Norway 

Thomas Nilsen  Barents Observer 02 Aug 2020 
The nuclear-powered cruise missile carrier Orel is 
returning home to the Kola Peninsula after 
participating in the Main Naval Parade in St. 
Petersburg in late July.  The 155 meters long 
submarine crossed Skagerrak on Saturday after 
sailing through Danish waters, passing under the 

Storebelt 
Bridge.  

Orel (K-
266) will 
likely use 
four or five 
days en 
route north 
to her home 
base in 
Zapadnaya 

Litsa on the Russian Barents Sea coast northwest 
of Murmansk.  The 28-year old submarine, which is 
one of three remaining Oscar-II class submarines 
with the Northern Fleet, is sailing on surface and 
followed by at least one other Northern Fleet 
warship.  It is not clear why Orel is on the surface, 
but submarines in similar transit voyages between 
St. Petersburg and the Northern Fleet’s bases have 
also sailed without diving.  One reason could be 
vessels in transit have a smaller crew than when on 
patrol missions. 

 

This is the second time Orel has participated in the 
Main Naval Parade in St. Petersburg.  The last time 
was in 2018.  Last year, the Northern Fleet’s Oscar-
II class submarine Smolensk took part, while in 
2017, the giant Typhoon submarine Dmitry Donskoy 
sailed into Skagerrak and the Baltic Sea.  In late 
March, the crew on Orel had to quarantine after a 
civilian, who had met a man infected by COVID-19, 
embarked on board.  Next week marks the 20-year  
Anniversary for the Kursk disaster. The Oscar-II 
class submarine Kursk sank in the Barents Sea on 
August 12, 2000 after a torpedo exploded during an 
exercise.  The explosion triggered the other 
torpedoes on board to explode and the entire front 
part of the sub was blown up. The entire crew of 118 
died in the accident.   
 

Russia Is Using Treaty Clause to Change 
Submarine Balance in Mediterranean 

H I Sutton  07 Jul 2020 
The Russian Navy’s Black Sea Fleet can now deploy 
its submarines to the Mediterranean. This is despite 
an international treaty which many thought would 
prevent it.  The Montreux Convention, agreed in 
1936, prohibits submarines from passing through the 
Bosporus Strait, which connects the Black Sea to the 
Mediterranean.  There are exceptions in the treaty for 
special cases for Black Sea nations: delivery of new 
submarines to the Black Sea, and exits for repairs. 
Russia is now routinely using these clauses to 

reestablish a 
permanent 
submarine 

presence in 
the 

Mediterranean.  This is changing the balance of 
power there.  The deployment of these submarines 
to the Mediterranean is a serious concern for NATO 
leadership.  Speaking at the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies on  25 June, Admiral James Foggo, 
Commander of U.S. Naval Forces in Europe and 
Africa, described the Eastern Mediterranean as ‘‘one 
of the most kinetic areas in the world.’  He said, ‘the 
Russians are deploying quiet, modern, diesel 
submarines capable of launching the Kalibr cruise 
missile.’  This refers to Kilo-class boats deploying 
there via the Bosporus. 
 

‘A Kilo-class submarine can go anywhere in 
European waters and strike any European or North 
African capitol from under the waves.  You don’t see 
it coming.’ Admiral Foggo said.  He was speaking just 
two days after the latest boat, the Rostov-on-Don, 
had passed through the Bosporus.  Russia later said 
that the Rostov-on-Don was going for scheduled 
repairs.  This is to make the movement legal under 
the Montreux Convention.  But like other submarines 
before her, she is believed to be heading first for a 
combat patrol in the Mediterranean.  Even if she was 
going straight for repair, the fact would remain that 
other submarines have used this clause to deploy to 
the Mediterranean. 
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A VIRTUAL RUN ASHORE 
The One and Only Diesel Boat Reunion 

As it Would have Been!  Tony (Spike) Greaves 
Thought I would tell you about the Diesel Boat 
Reunion (DBR) that would have been, as after 
attending for a few years (not as long as some I 
hasten to add) But, men being creatures of habit 
certain things don’t change. 
 

Well it would have been a pleasant drive to sunny 
Plymouth dreaming of the fun and games to come, 
not to mention the chatting and drinking we would 
have to do only to keep our throats moist.  So, after 
crawling through traffic around Bristol on the M5 I 
would arrive at my bunk space for the weekend with 
the usual pleasant greeting, and being told where I 
was berthed for the weekend.  I would drop off my 
kit and head to the Weatherspoon’s ‘Union Rooms’ 
on that famous Union Street (That was!).  I would 
know that is where I would have found at the same 
table as last year the Vice Admiral (Terry Hall) and 
that well known ex-communicator (Dave Hallas) who 
will straight away ask me to take note of the shirt he 
is wearing as in a previous ditty I passed a comment 
on how many shirts he had worn over the weekend, 
or not as the case may be!  There would be a steady 
flow of arrivals from the Sheffield branch and other 
areas, who all seem to know the ex-communicator.  
I think he buys them a pint as I am sure even, he is 
not that popular.  After putting a few things to rights 
there will be the inevitable appearance of the plastic 
glasses (around 5pm) which is our signal to up 
anchor and go for a bath and dhoeby prior to our 
evening’s entertainment.   
 

Myself and the Vice Admiral will meet outside our 
weekend berth which the Vice Admiral will be staying 
at the same as myself.  Being a pair of sensible 
ratings we will go and get scran prior to more 
chatting and drinking.  Normally in the past couple of 
years that’s a mixed grill and a bottle of red, no 
pudding I hasten to add.  We will then procced at 
best possible speed, which I must add is not very 
fast with the Vice Admiral, as it is up hill to the pub 
on the Hoe (Yardarm) for a pint of real ale to wash 
our red wine and mixed grill down.  We will also know 
the ex-communicator will be holding court in the 
Conservative Club.  I only mention this for Jim Hunt 
to let him know his favourite venue in Plymouth is 
still there and thriving.  You will be pleased to know 
you can be sure you will bump into someone who we 
served with in Submarines and of course all down in 
Plymouth for the reunion though several to beat the 
Friday August holiday traffic will have come down on 
the Thursday and indeed some make it the week, 
with the reunion being the highlight.  After a few 
beers we will have an early night (before 23:59hrs) 
partly, because it a long day on the Saturday, and 
also it is the time the Conservative Club Bar shuts!!  
On a personal note if the Vice Admiral leaves before 
me I have to make sure the pavement is not moving 
about under his feet to ensure he does not wobble 
too much on the way back to his berth. 

As sure has eggs is eggs, Saturday Morning 
arrives I will go down to breakfast to find that the 
Vice Admiral has already been out and got the 
papers so I will have a copy of the Sun waiting for 
me, and a more intellectual paper for him with less 
pictures in it.  The little Asian lady who works there 
will give me a lovely smile and say Full English and 
2 fried eggs, and the owners cooking is excellent.  
Anyway, after a hearty breakfast and a debrief on 
the events of yesterday from you know who, we will 

agree a time for a meet outside 
after attending to our bodily 
needs for a little stroll and a 
breath of fresh air up on the Hoe 
to say morning to Kevin.  Many 
years ago, a certain reprobate ex 
Radar Plotter turned successful 
ROSM convinced a group of 

Japanese or Chinese tourists that the proud statue 
of Drake situated on the Hoe only had ‘DRAKE’ on 
it because he was embarrassed by his first name of 
‘Kevin’.  Thus, confusion reigns as ex Submariners 
enjoying a morning promenade on the Hoe greet 
Kevin with a ‘Good Morning Kevin’. 
 

We would also look out to sea and see if there were 
any Grey Funnel ship movements but the only ones 
that will probably be moving these days will be the 
car ferry’s coming and going to France, as it is very 
unusual to see a skimmer moving at a weekend.  
We will then wander down to the Barbican, with 
maybe a coffee stop on the way to admire the view 
before a gentle walk up hill back to our berth to get 
into what passes for our number one’s these days.  
(Editor:  I thought the dress of the day was Pirate 
Rig?)  I am sure if any of us still had to get into 
number ones we might need a slightly bigger size!!  
Prior to doing this I would have been given a brief 
from you know who on what time to meet outside 
our berth and he will sort out a taxi. 
 

The taxi will dually arrive and we will embark me in 
the front, not because of my size but because it is 
more fitting for the Vice Admiral to sitting in the rear.  
On arrival at the club we will take note of which door 
we are using this year, as some years they have 
changed doors and it has confused us!  So, it will be 
up the stairs to sign in after which you will be issued 
with a tot of rum from an old Jack Dusty shipmate of 
mine, then of to see the coxswain for your scran 
ticket, thence onto the purchase of raffle tickets, 
before you are allowed to attend the bar for a pint 
and check out what the bar staff are dressed as this 
year.  On a personal note I think the French Maid 
outfits was the best they ever came up with!!  
However, over recent years it seemed to take longer 
and longer to get to the bar, especially that year the 
bar staff were dressed like French Maids!  At this 
point I tend to wander off from the Vice Admiral and 
start catching up with a few people I know.  Normally 
over the afternoon I spot at least one person I have 
not seen for more years then either of us care to 
mention. 
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Frank Pass will have set up his goody shop on the 
pool table to see how much he can make; people 
tend to be more interested after having had a pint or 
two it seems.  There of course, will be the 2 minutes 
silence for those who have Crossed over the Bar, 
which will be impeccably observed as per normal 
and rightly so.  There will of course be the raffle 
draw, and you never know I might even win 
something one year as the law of averages go, 
surely after ten or more years I should win 
eventually?  The ex-communicator will be holding 
court in one area surrounded be the usual clan, 
Diesel, Bill, Yorkie, Snowy and many more not to 
mention the empty Purser’s Rum bottles and the 
odd decanter of water for the wimps. 
 

The buffet will be of its usual high standard, I always 
seem to manage seconds!  I have found over the 
years that it is a good idea to book a buffet ticket as 
all that chatting makes you very hungry, and of 
course it is a lull in drinking except you need a beer 
to wash down your scran.  After a bit more chatting 
it will be time to move on, so then comes the fun and 
games of trying to get a taxi which is always fun, if 
very time-wasting watching people fall over outside 
as it is too hot in the sun.  Eventually our ordered 
taxi will arrive and we return to our berth for a 
freshen up.  A word of warning at this stage it is not 
a good idea to lie on your bunk as you are likely to 
miss the evenings fun and frolics down the Barbican 
and of course the Conservative Club to conclude. 
 

It has been known to go straight through without a 
break like the Vice Admiral, but that is considered to 
be the hard core!  Thence, we are more than likely 
to visit the Dolphin Pub on the Barbican as you can 
guarantee there will be quite a few who have been 
at the afternoon muster in there for a pint or two.  To 
be honest it is the nearest we can get to a place 
called HMS Dolphin these days, plus the fact they 
serve real ale and the Vice Admiral gets a 4/-d 
discount having a CAMRA card.  At a suitable time 
we will head up to the Conservative Club, where 
there will be the same singer as always singing the 
same songs as previous years, but the highlight of 
the evening will be when a lady comes up to you 
and says ‘A pound for a strip’ only for you to be 
instantly disappointed when you realise she is only 
selling raffle ticket!  There will be the usual coming 
and goings and a few who have clearly had enough 
as the pavement is moving under their feet.  The 
hardest job is when you need a call of nature, which 
with a lot of middle age men and a lot of beer is more 
times than normal.  The toilets are down a flight of 
steep stairs, which can be very tricky.  It is best to 
hold on both hands when descending.  However, 
some remember when the toilet was upstairs, and 
try to wander off to private quarters!!  When you are 
full up of beer it is time to head off either to bed, or 
to walk back into town for big eats as let’s be honest 
it’s not like our younger days when we might have 
trapped, so it is only down to two options these 
days. 

Sunday Morning dually arrives and is breakfast with 
the Vice Admiral; no paper this time as neither of us 
take a Sunday one.  The little Asian lady will offer me 
a full English and 2 fried eggs again, and I will then be 
briefed on the Derbyshire Submariner Exped for the 
day.  This will more than likely be a walk to the 
Barbican before we board the Cawsands ferry for a 
trip into Cornwall and a beach landing at Cawsands.  
We start our route-march to Mount Edgecombe as we 
know they have a summer fete on the first Sunday in 
August.  We will walk around the fete and see if there 
are any free gifts to be had; last year I got some off 
the RNLI stall.  Being a boat owner and all that, but I 
hasten to add I did put a donation in the box.  After 
having our fill of the fun, we sometimes walk around 
the massive car show and will then head to the pier to 
embark on the Cremyll ferry back over the water to 
the Admirals Hard.  We then walk back via Royal 
William yard to see if there is an oggie for sale at the 
Food Market in Clarence Yard (That was) as we might 
not have been able to get one in Cornwall, so we 
might be lucky in Devon.  We will pass the RM 
Stonehouse Barracks which of course will be 
deserted it being a weekend, before arriving back at 
our berth, for a little make-and-mend.  Myself and the 
Vice Admiral as I have stated before are sensible 
rating and knowing we have a long drive ahead on the 
Monday will plan a meal and a couple of drinks out 
that evening ,unlike the lads from Sheffield led by their 
unofficial leader the ex communicator will be by the 
time we see them in the evening at the conservative 
club, be slightly worse for wear.  It will be an early 
night for both of us after saying good bye to everyone 
and telling them we will see them next year God 
willing.  Alas, nobody had a Crystal Ball to see the 
virus coming our way, at least we can all treat our 
wife, girlfriends and mistresses with the money we 
have saved this year and get dually rewarded!  Yes, I 
know we all would have sooner spent the money in 
Plymouth with nothing to show for it. 
 

Monday would have been travel home day and time 
to reflect on another brilliant Diesel Boat Reunion on 
the long trip home.  It always seems long on the way 
home, but before I leave I will drive past the ex-
communicator berth as I know he will be outside 
holding court to say farewell and tell him he needs a 
brush to clean up all his fag end on the pavement from 
the weekend.  I will of course get a pleasant reply!  
Next year I hope will be different, and we will all be 
able to get together again.  We might even have 
another person from Derbyshire attending?  ‘I have 
got a nice shinny wheel spanner’, or to give him his 
proper title our DS Chairman who has now retired and 
has not got any excuse for not attending.  In the past 
he always had to take the first two weeks in Aug off 
as his annual holiday, not any more me thinks?  
Anyway I hope you enjoy my thoughts on the best 
reunion in the Submarine Service that did not happen 
this year, and you all stay safe for next year, and as 
we always say God Willing, I will see you all there in 
Sunny Guz on Saturday 7 August 2021 for the 
Annual Diesel Boat Reunion (DBR).    
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RN SUBMARINE MUSEUM NEWS 
 

Though we may be socially distancing and working 
from home much has been going on with the appeal. 
Crowdfunding  We now have a Crowdfunding 
campaign underway, We would ask you all to 
consider giving and sharing to your family and friends 

and via social media.  If 
you are thinking about 
doing a run or row or cycle 
ride or anything for charity 
then our Crowdfunder site 
helps you setup your own 
event page with 100% of 

the money you raise coming to our appeal - there are 
no hidden charges.  Sea Cadets  Our competition is 
going to run until the end of Aug, and now we have 
linked with Sea Cadet organisation.  The Submariner 
Memorial Appeal as announcing a partnership with 
the Sea Cadets in a competition to design a new 
memorial which will mark the role RN submariners 
have played over the last 119 years.  The 
Competition’s closing date has also been 
extended until the end of Aug 2020.  The Memorial 
will be installed at the National Memorial Arboretum 
in Staffordshire next year.  The first of its kind in 
commemorating the submariners, and their families, 
for the UK.  Sea Cadets takes pride in in its links to 
the RN, and since the first incarnation of Sea Cadets 
was formed in 1856 it has given young people aged 
10 to 18 the chance to experience a different kind of 
adventure.  
 

As well as members of the public of all ages, nearly 
15,000 Sea Cadets from over 400 units around the 
country are being encouraged to draw up plans for 
the tribute and could win prizes, including £1,000 for 
the winning design.  The winner will also be invited, 
along with other cadets, to attend the opening of the 
memorial by HRH Prince William, Commodore-in-
Chief Submarines.  ‘We'd like to encourage Sea 
Cadets from across the country and overseas units 
to come up with ideas for a memorial to those who 
lost their lives while serving in submarines and to 
recognise the sacrifice of their families.’ Cdr Tom 
Herman OBE RN, Submarine Flotilla Secretary, 
said.  The competition is open to all and will close at 
the end of August.  Sea Cadets broadens horizons 
and creates possibilities through a different kind of 
adventure. Working across the UK with nearly 
15,000 young people aged 10 to 18, we help them 
develop into resilient, confident young people, 
whatever their background.  For more information 
on the Appeal, please contact Alice Farrow (07966 
886180) or alice@just-alice.com.  For more 
information on Sea Cadets, please contact: Senior 
Communications Officer (Media and PR), Chris 
Egerton (0207 654 7019) or cegerton@ms-sc.org  
For more information on the Appeal, or Alice Farrow 
(07966 886180) or alice@just-alice.com for more 
information on Sea Cadets, please contact: Senior 
Communications Officer (Media and PR), Chris 
Egerton as above. 

Limited Edition John Lang Prints  We are very 
grateful to Tim Honnor of the Periscope Press and 
Rear Admiral John Lang, the artist, for the donation 
of a limited edition of 50 superb letterpress prints in 

aid of the appeal.  Each 
print will cost you £25 
which includes P&P.  The 
prints are on 100% cotton 
card using an antique 
platen, and a block made 
from the original drawing.  
The overall size including 
the mounting card is A4.  

If you want one of the  remaining 48 then be quick, 
pay by BACS Transfer to:  Account Name: The 
Submariner Memorial Appeal  ’Account Sort Code: 
20-17-20  Account Number: 40778311  With your 
surname and the word PRINT as the reference and 
then email me with the delivery address.  Thanks for 
all your support and do spread the word! 
Cdr Tom Herman OBE RN  The Submariner 
Memorial Appeal Project Officer 
 

The Memorial Appeal and Amazon Smile 
Amazon offer a programme which will donate to a 
charity every time you make a purchase without you 
having to pay any extra at all.  
It is called Amazon Smile.  It 
is really simple to use.  Once 
you have registered go to 
smile.amazon.co.uk, select 
The Submariner Memorial 
Appeal and start shopping.  
Remember though always to shop from 
smile.amazon.co.uk and not from amazon.co.uk so 
that we get your donation.  Please do consider using 
Amazon Smile to help us reach our target. 
Tom Herman  The Submariner Memorial Appeal 
 

RN Recruit for the Most Secret Job in the World 
Creative News in Association with Cheat 

Today, the RN launches its campaign to hire for its 
most elusive fighting force, The Submarine Service.  
Riffing off the award winning Made in The RN 
format, this new campaign is aimed at a different 
breed of recruit.  Young people looking for an edge 
in their career that the ‘skimmers’ on the surface just 
don’t have - the most classified missions the military 
operates. While previous commercials lifted the lid 
on life in the RN, this one blurs it, redacts it and 
censors it, and in doing so makes it more tantalising 
than ever. This isn’t just a subaquatic branch of the 
normal Navy, but one of the most unique jobs on the 
planet.  The 60 second spot created by ENGINE 
follows a real recruit on his journey around the 
world, without ever officially going anywhere. From 
Arctic ice caps to sunnier climbs and everywhere in-
between, all carefully redacted to give away only 
what is totally necessary.  Capt Peter Viney, head 
of RN recruiting: ‘The Submarine Service is a vital 
part of our defence & recruiting future submariners. 

https://www.lbbonline.com/news/the-royal-navy-
recruit-for-the-most-secret-job-in-the-world 

mailto:cegerton@ms-sc.org
mailto:alice@just-alice.com
mailto:submarineregsec@gmail.com?subject=Print&body=I%20have%20paid%20by%3A%0A%0ADelivery%20Address%3A%0A
https://www.lbbonline.com/news/the-royal-navy-recruit-for-the-most-secret-job-in-the-world
https://www.lbbonline.com/news/the-royal-navy-recruit-for-the-most-secret-job-in-the-world
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WORLD SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

Australia Announces $186 Billion Defense Spend 
RCN News & CNN, 01 July 2020 

PM Scott Morrison released Australia’s Defence 
Strategic Update 2020 on 1/7, which includes the 
government spending USD $186 billion on defence 
over the next ten years, a 40% increase from the 
2016 defence white paper.  The RAN appears to be 
the biggest beneficiary of Canberra’s largesse, as it 
is forecast to receive 28% of total investment, 
compared to 24% and 20% for the air and land 
forces, with planned purchases including 12 new 
Attack-class submarines, nine Hunter frigates, 12 
Arafura offshore patrol vessels, two new sealift 
vessels, and up to eight new mine countermeasures 
ships.  The Update also lists the very notable 
procurement of the AGM-158C Long-Range Anti-
Ship Missile (LRASM) from the US, and 
development funds for a domestic satellite 
capability.  Analysts note that the 2020 update 
signals that Canberra is concerned about its 
maritime approaches and continued maritime 
access to the region, and that Australia may also be 
concerned about the staying power of its US ally, as 
it strengthens its own forces. 
 

China Names 50 New Undersea Features in 
East China Sea 

RCN & Radio Free Asia, 24 June 2020 
In response to a Japanese city’s renaming of its 
administrative district covering the Senkaku Islands 
(Diaoyu in Chinese) in the East China Sea on 
Monday, China’s Minister of Natural Resources 
officially named 50 undersea features near the 
disputed islets on Tuesday. China’s move mirrors its 
similar action in the South China Sea in May, when 
it named about 50 mainly underwater features, 
many of which are within Vietnam’s exclusive 
economic zone, in an effort to project administrative 
sovereignty over the region. This latest 
development will likely not change the facts on the 
ground, as Japan functionally controls the 
Senkakus, but it may provide further reason for both 
countries to dispatch their forces to the islets - 
Japan claims that Chinese government vessels 
have entered the Senkakus’ contiguous zone 495 
times this year - and make it more difficult to reach 
a diplomatic solution to this dispute. 
 

Norwegian Car Carrier Collides Korean Submarine 
Mikhail Voytenko News  17July, 2020 

On 17 July Korean media reported minor collision 
between car carrier Hoeoegh London and a Korean 
Navy submarine, which took place at around 0500 
UTC 15 Jul southeast of Gadeokdo island, Busan 
area.  Car carrier has just left Masan port, E of 
Busan, and was under way, en route to China. 
Submarine reportedly was under way too, surfaced. 
Car carrier bow suffered 0.5 meter long gash, 
submarine reportedly, suffered minor damages. Car 
carrier interrupted her voyage and anchored in 
Korean waters, for investigation. 

Russia Starts Construction of Two more 
Nuclear-Powered Super-Subs 

Atle Staalesen  Barents Observer  21 July 2020 
It was a great day for the Russian Navy.  On the 20 
July, three shipyards laid down the keel of six new 
vessels.  Among them were the ‘Voronezh’ and the 
‘Vladivostok’, two Yasen-M class submarines.  The 
subs are the 8th and 9th vessels of the Yasen class. 
Like their sister ships, the ‘Voronezh’ and the 
‘Vladivostok’ are built at the Sevmash yard in 
Severodvinsk, northern Russia.  ‘The Navy has 
always staunchly protected the borders of Russia 
(and) in our days it plays an exclusively important 
role in providing Russian security, it is a firm 
guardian of national interests, helps support the 
strategic balance and world stability,’ President 
Vladimir Putin said in a speech delivered at the Zaliv 
Yard in the Crimea.  While the Zaliv will build two 
landing ships, the Severnaya yard in St.Petersburg 
will build two new frigates and the Sevmash - two 
submarines.  According to the President, Russia has 
over the last eight years built as many as 200 new 
naval vessels.  By year 2027, at least 70% of the 
country’s Navy’s will be modern ships, he assured.  
The ‘Voronezh’ and ‘Vladivostok’ are believed to be 
ready for hand-over to the Navy in year 2027 and 
2028.  They will most likely serve in the Northern 
Fleet and Pacific Fleet respectively. Both vessels will 
be equipped with the Kalibr-M cruise missiles, as 
well as the Tsirkon hypersonic missile. 
 

 

‘Today, we are laying down the keel of ships with 
hypersonic weapons, on which the future of the 
Russian submarine fleet leans,’ General Director of 
Sevmash Mikhail Budnichenko said in the 
ceremony.  From before, Russia has one Yasen-
class sub in operation, the ‘Severodvinsk’. The first 
modernised Yasen-M class vessel, the ‘Kazan’, is 
currently undergoing sea trials, while the 
‘Novosibirsk’, ‘Krasnoyarsk’, ‘Arkhangelsk’, ‘Perm’ 
and ‘Ulyanovsk’ are in various phases of 
construction.  Five of the new subs will serve in the 
Northern Fleet.  They will most likely be based in 
Zapadnaya Litsa on the Barents Sea coast, less than 
100 km from the border to Norway.  The Russian 
Defence Ministry originally planned to build seven 
Yasen submarines, all of them to be delivered to the 
Navy by year 2015.  However, in early 2019 Deputy 
Defence Minister Alexei Krivoruchko announced that 
another two vessels would be built.  Yasen and 
Yasen-M class are the first 4th generation multi-
purpose submarines for the Russian navy. They are 
said to be both the most expensive and technically 
advanced in the Russian Navy. 
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The Closing of the Church of St Ambrose HMS 
Dolphin on Sunday 7 Dec 1997 

SOCA News Mar 1998 
The Sermon preached by the Chaplain of the Fleet, 
the Venerable Simon Golding QHC at the Eucharist 
to commemorate the closing of St Ambrose Church 
Today, the 7th of December, is the Feast Day of St 
Ambrose. Bishop of Milan in the Fourth Century and 
the Patron Saint of this Church.  This year has also 
marked the 1600th Anniversary of his death in the 
year 397AD.  The choice of St Arnbrose as patron 
Saint for this Church was an inspired Choice.  For in 
many ways his and ministry epitomise the character 
of a submariner.  He too was a skilled professional, 
as a Lawyer, Administrator and Civil Governor his 
keen mind and sharp intellect he was in fact baptized, 
ordained and consecrated as Bishop of Milan in a 
very short time as a result of public acclaim.  As a 
Bishop he was man of great presence and authority.  
The scourge of Emperors and a passionate defender 
the Church in the face of pressure, a vigorous 
defender of orthodoxy that combined: Clarity of 
Vision, Persuasive Preaching and Teaching and an 
eye for detail.  These qualities, applied in of those 
committed to his care, were facets that singled him 
out for a particular ministry.  Such qualities and firm 
leadership have been at the heart of the Submarine 
Branch since its inception.   
 

Some years ago, during a rather long and boring 
Sermon in the Naval Base Church of St Ann's my 
mind and eyes began to wander from Memorial to 
Memorial and a chill ran down my spine when I 
realised the human cost of serving in submarines in 
the early days of the Service.  I also to begin to think 
of the particular qualities it both required and requires 
to serve in this distinguished Branch.  The need of 
Leadership, the dependence and interdependence 
upon each member of the team.  Spiritual and mental 
strength coupled with heroism in times of tension, 
and until the present generation of submarines an 
inherent physical danger that was a part of the day to 
day life of the submariner.  The memorials and the 
unique collection of badges that adorn this Church 
are a tribute to the men of the submarine service and 
to the crews of Commonwealth and Allied 
submarines that were lost in war and peace. 
 

Today we have come together to commemorate the 
passing into history of this Church that has served 
HMS Dolphin since 1934 and which in turn has been 
served by 31 Chaplains.  Four of whom are in Church 
this morning.  Change is a constant and enduring 
theme all of our lives but we must always see change 
in its true perspective.  Change is an evolutionary 
process; It reminds me of a story.  How many 
Anglicans does it take to change a Light Bulb?  100.  
1 to change the bulb and 99 to say how much they 
loved the old one!  Part of the process of change is a 
reflection on the past and appreciation of the very 
best that is being carried forward.  Jesus was not 
immune from the changes that we have to face 
today.  

1.  In our Gospel this morning in St Luke, The 
Reading from the Prophet in the synagogue; Jesus 
startled his fellow worshippers by declaring that the 
prophesy of Isaiah had been revealed to the.  Today 
in your hearing this text this has come true. 
2.  Again when criticised he replied; Think not that I 
have come to abolish the Law and the Prophets.  I 
have come not to abolish them, but to fulfil them. 
3.  In the dawning moments of the infant Church a 
small group of confused and demoralised followers 
had to understand the reality of the resurrection on 
the words of the Angel in the first Easter Morning:  ‘He 
is not here, for he has risen as he said, Come, see 
the place where he lay’. 
First:  Change fulfils the tradition and the spirit of the 
past, but in a new way, secondly, don’t look 
backwards rather look ahead to here he leads us. 
 

During war & peace this Base, the Alma Mater of 
Submariners, has been at the heart of the 
Submariner Branch.  This was home, this Base, Alma 
Mater of Submariners, and this Church, and 
Memorial Chapel of St Nicholas on the Casemates of 
Fort Blockhouse, stand as a constant reminder of the 
events that have dominated HMS Dolphin.  In good 
times and bad, stirring personal and corporate 
memories, moments of sorrow and joy that have 
touched the lives and the souls of those who have 
served this Establishment from the earliest days to 
the highly professional, technologically advanced 
and highly capable submarines of today, with their 
awesome power and capabilities, a tradition and role 
entrusted to just 16 boats.  I can appreciate that the 
Closure of this Church will cause for many of you who 
have such keen memories.  Members of your 
families, friends and colleagues who trained, served 
and sailed from Dolphin over the many years and 
many of whom never returned from wartime and 
peacetime patrols and whole memory you cherish.   
 

Memorial lies at the heart of our worship this morning.  
The Remembrance and Recollection of the Victory 
won for us through the Cross and the Resurrection of 
Jesus.  Jesus himself the eternal model of duty, 
service and sacrifice.  The Memorial Chapel of S. 
Nicholas will be retained as a symbol of the Christian 
witness and presence in this place.  At the end of this 
Service we shall bear symbols of the continuity of our 
Faith and Worship, conveying physically the Spiritual 
truths that they represent.  The Bible, The word of 
God.  The Chalice and Paten, The feeding of the 
people of God through the Sacraments, The Paschal 
Candle, The symbol of the Power of the risen Christ.  
Resting there they will demonstrate the intention of 
the Church in this place in its new role.  The Church 
is what is left after the building has closed, it is the 
people of God, men and women who will service the 
worship God.  Bricks and mortar, wood and glass, 
silver and brass are the materials that give 
expression to our understand, but they are symbols 
of the greatest truth; The Power and Presence of 
Christ with is people, a living dynamic and eternal 
poser.  I end my Sermon with the words of a Prayer 
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that belongs to the submarine HMS Safari and which 
was said at sea every Sunday during her patrol in the 
Mediterranean in 1943, the boat herself was defiant 
to the end escaping the ignominy of the Oxy-
Acetylene torch by sinking on passage to the 
Breakers.  Lord of all Power and Might, Who art the 
author and giver of all good things, Mercifully grant 
us valiantly to fight in they cause.  Give us the sure 
conviction that thou Art ever by our Side.  Grant us in 
battle unflinching courage, and unconquerable spirit, 
So that no hurt or obstacle may ever deter us from 
our duty, and in victory, O Lord, grant us to be worthy 
of Thine everlasting love, and to continue thy Faithful 
soldiers and servants unto our lives’ end, and this we 
beg for Jesus Christ, his Sake.  Amen. 
 

 

SOCA NEWS June 1998 
Dear Ray. Many thanks for an excellent magazine 
once again.  (Extract) On page 11, AA Maxim Malta 
writes about laying a wreath on Manoel Island, 
where P32 got hit, but P32 was sunk by mines off 
Tripoli as she attempted to attack a convoy entering 
the port on 18 Aug 1941.  P39 was bombed 
alongside Talbot on 6 March and damaged enough 
for her to go to the dockyard, where she was 
bombed again on 26 March, and beached and again 
bombed on 1 April (no casualties).  Also, on 1 April, 
P36 was bombed and sunk alongside the base, with 
no casualties.  She was salvaged in 1958 and sunk 
at sea off Malta.  The same day the Greek 
submarine Gaucas was sunk further along the creek 
and Pandora sunk in the Dockyard.  There were no 
casualties on P36 or Glaucus, but there were some 
on Pandora.  Ray Steggles, Wales No 1 Branch  
 

 

Memorials to the Fallen 
St Pauls Anglican Cathedral 

The Cathedral survived the Second World War to 
bear testimony to the valour of those who fought to 
defend Malta.  It now houses the memorials of all 
units of the Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air Force 
on the oak panels around the Sanctuary.  A 
Merchant Navy Memorial is located on the North  

Wall and a Submariners Memorial Plaque is 
situated outside, on the North-West wall of the 
Cathedral facing Manoel Island which once hosted 
the submarine base.  Countless British servicemen 
have passed through its gates and worshipped at 
the Cathedral, been married and baptised their 
children there.  SOCA News Mar 1998 
 

Smoking Incident.  (Regards an earlier article 
where raw garlic was chewed to force a Skipper to 
allow One all Round (Cigarette).  It was in the 
1950’s.  we were running at periscope depth and the 
OOW had achieved a near perfect trim.  The course 
was straight so that the helmsman and planesman 
had little to do except to look interested.  We didn’t.  

the sheer monotony sent us off, 
almost, apart from the OOW 
who had to stand by the Pump 
and Flood box.  It was the 1200-
1400 watch and after dinner and 
a tot.  we were all a bit lethargic.  
Then the Skipper came into the 
Control Room and apparently 
said ‘Up Periscope, all round 
look’.  I came to, having been 
mesmerised by an almost 
unmoving needle, but just too 

late to hear all properly.  So, I lit up for our ‘one all 
round’, and had a few puffs.  Wallop! I got a good 
hefty across the shoulders with the snorty 
admonition, ‘I said All Round Look, Not One All 
Round’.  I gave up smoking more than 20 years ago, 
and I never have liked garlic, anyway, Sincerely,  
P. Herliley, Middlesex SOCA’  
 

Do You Know Anyone Like This? 
SOCA News March 1998 

The British Military writes OFR’s (Officer’s Fitness 
Reports).  The form used for the RN & RM’s Fitness 
Reports is the S206.  The following are actual 
excerpt taken from people’s S206’s. 
His men would follow him anywhere, but only out of 
curiosity. 
This officer is not so much a has-been, but a 
definitely won’t be. 
When she opens her mouth, it seems that this is 

only to change whichever foot 
was previously there. 
This medical officer has used my 
ship to carry his genitals from 
port to port and my officers to 
carry him from bar to bar. 
When he joined my ship, this officer 
was something of a granny; since 
then he has aged considerably.  

She would be out of depth in a puddle 
Technically sound, but socially impossible. 
This young man has delusions of adequacy. 
Since my last report he has reached rock-bottom 
and started to dig. 
He sets low personal standards and consistently 
fails to achieve them. 
He has wisdom of youth, and energy of old age. 



 15 

NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK 
 

SOCA News.  I might be a SPO and remember the 
article in SOCA News in 1998 by Jack Winstanley, as 
I was National SOCA Treasure at the time.  Dave 
Malby and I went to Raleigh to sound it out.  What a 
change!!  I did my Stoker training there in 1955, and 
Anson block was a wooden hut, no longer, now a 
proper brick building!  Editor; I did my basic Training 
at Raleigh in 1966 and it was still a wooden hut! 
 

Re the death of the Rum.  A long, long time ago, I 
was still working and refereeing, so I had money!! 

There was an advert in the Navy 
News that a firm of vintners, had 
found a store of Pussers rum in 
Malta and were selling it for, I 
think, £30 a jar!  So, I bought two!!  
I am lucky, although being in a 
wheelchair I can go out for a run, 

and tradesmen can come into our bungalow.  I have 
caught delivery slots every week.  Take care, my 
friend.  Roy 
 

DS Chairman Colin Watson contacted Age UK 
and received a thank you and asked for the details 
of an appeal to the Govt/BBC to reconsider stopping 
the Free TV Licence for over 75’s.  We had missed 
the July NL, thus contact info sent out with a good 
response from DS Members so thanks from Rosie 
at Age UK for ALL Submariners support to the 
campaign.  The more letters they get, the more likely 
the BBC and the Government are to take action.  
Note the campaign expired on 31 July 2020 
 

Appreciation.  Hi Terry, Thanks for another edition 
of Derbyshire Submariners Newsletter, which I find 
very interesting and informative as usual and 
professionally produced.  However, I have a 
question which is ‘As I lived in Shropshire since 
2012, the contents are relative to the members of 
Derbyshire Submariners?  I was SOCA Sec of the 
Shropshire Branch until it folded due to lack of 
Membership for one reason or another, and I was 
transferred to the Brierley Hill Branch to continue my 
membership of the SA, although, I don't attend 
Branch meetings due to the distance from here.  
Kind Regards,  Trevor Andrew-Gernand 
 

Editor Response  I cannot believe the last issue No 
250 making an average of 10.5 a year in the 24 
years since I started a Derbyshire Submariners 
Newsletter in 1997, though the early issues were not 
regular at the start, we have maintained one a 
month continually for the last 20 years and certainly 
changed but the aim of keeping Derbyshire 
Members informed remains the same.  Trevor 
had requested to go on the distribution and kindly 
offered to pay for his Newsletters but as I explained 
our constitution of Derbyshire Submariners restricts 
our membership to Derbyshire and members who 
participate in the social, operation and relatives of 
past members can apply for Associate Membership.  
Our Newsletter is shared via our Web Page kindly 
operated by Jeff Dykes our Webmaster. 

Nice to Know I get it right Occasionally!  You are 
doing a grand job in the current circumstances.  Life 
is certainly on hold at the moment and myself and 
Jeanette have had to cancel all our planned 
activities since the start of lockdown.  I stand by all 
your decisions and can only hope that we can resort 
to some sort of normal next year.  The main thing is 
that everyone should stay as safe as possible.  As 
you know I am usually a straight yes, or no man, but 
I thought I would pen a couple of lines in 
appreciation of all the work you do.  I will just have 
to spend Trafalgar night on my own with a bottle of 
the YO HO HO firmly pinned to my side.  I have an 
extensive collection from Liqueurs to Pussers.  
Anyway keep up the good work and all being well 
the vast majority of us will meet one day for a social 
involving some sort of falling down water.  Fair seas, 
Stay safe, DS Member 
Editor:  Thank you for the votes of confidence and 
comments in support of doing a job I enjoy doing for DS. 
 

HMS Urge JP Misson.  Contrary to what is said in 
the letter from the SA, this is not only a matter for 
the (so-called) ‘Naval Historians’ to deal with 
because they failed to see the technical  ‘anomalies’ 
on the sonar images and the videos published with 
the claim that the wreck of HMS Urge has been 
found off Malta.  They failed to see the Torpedo 
Loading Derrick standing on the deck of HMS 
Pandora, sonar images.  Urge couldn't possibly 
have been on her way to Alexandria with a Derrick 
standing erect on the deck!  They failed to see the 
Two Bollards on the stern of P39, in other sonar 
images submitted.  Urge had no such Bollards.  
They failed to see the difference in the after-casing 
layout on video screenshots, and the layout seen on 
the vintage picture of Urge.  There are many other 
technical details that have been brought to the 
attention of the MoD, without ever having been 
investigated.  They stick to their stance in 1942: 
because Urge never reached Alexandria and 
because the Enemy never claimed having sunk the 
boat, she must have been sunk by one of the mines 
laid around Malta.  The technical observations all 
lead to the same conclusion: None of these wrecks 
can be Urge!  Had the dossier been put to veteran 
Submariners, the error would have been avoided 
because the MoD have validated a False Claim, and 
in doing so they deceived the Families and the 
Public.  The additional problem for NHB is that they 
consulted a person who, as early as 2016, had 
expressed very clearly his position on the 
whereabouts of HMS Urge, who got to be Judge and 
Jury/Party, a highly improper thing to do!  The 
technical observations should have been put to the 
scrutiny of Submariners and if any Member of the 
Submariners Assn admits that there are indeed too 
many flaws and anomalies for these wrecks to be 
Urge, then he should speak out so that an Inquiry 
can be launched and the truth finally revealed.  So 
far, the Families of the Crew of Urge have only been 
deceived, officially and publicly. 
Editor:  Space not available for links, photo proof. 
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SA NEWS 
SA Diaries, Mark Smith has taken on the 
responsibility for the diaries and is in the process of 
taking over from Brian Tate.   In the meantime, could 
the secretaries ascertain how many diaries they 
require, and let Mark know. 
Mark Smith (m.smith@fnc.co.uk)  
Note:  SA Members who wish to order please 
submit to Terry who will collate orders for Tony. 
 

Facebook.  An inquiry has been received from a SA 
Branch asking about the use of Facebook and other 
online sites/platforms for Recruitment and 
Communications purposes and whether the NMC 
had any views.  This was discussed at the recent 
NMC Meeting.  The NMC have no problems with 
how a Branch finds new Members, communicates 
with them or sets up Websites.  However, there are 
several things that must be followed:  GDPR 
Regulations must be strictly adhered to at all times.  
Use of Personal Data and Photographs must be 
with the express permission of all concerned.  And 
remember, not all online sites are completely secure 
and once personal data it is out there - you can’t get 
it back.  If you have any queries about the operation 
of GDPR you should contact the Association 
Webmaster who should be able to advise. 
Regards, Ian Vickers, National Sec, SA 
secretary@submarinersassociation.co.uk  
secretary@submarinersassociation.co.uk 

 

SA November Remembrance Ceremonies at 
Middle Temple, London  At the last SA 
Management Committee, Iain Mackenzie briefed us 
on his recent visit to the Middle Temple to review 
plans and discuss any changes to the arrangements 
for the November Ceremonies in view of the current 
restrictions and ongoing work in the Middle Temple 
grounds and Buildings.  Iain is confident that the 
Ceremonies will be able to go ahead but with a 
revised Parade Layout and much reduced numbers 
to ensure 'social distancing' etc.  Access to the Hall 
will not be possible in the event of 'Wet Weather 
Routine' being required although toilet and 
handwashing facilities will still be available.  Please 
see attached Iain's message to the SA Branches 
about the November Ceremonies arrangements for 
this year.  I understand he has been in touch with 
WO Fezz Parker regarding band numbers etc.  Iain 
tells us that one 'bonus' for us this year is that the 
Middle Temple changes for access etc will be 
reduced to £500.  Further discussions will be 
needed to confirm detailed arrangements, agree the 
numbers of Serving Submariners attending and the 
number of VIPs to be invited and who will lay 
wreaths etc but - so far so good. 
Barrie K Downer, Chair SA 
e mail: frozennorth55@gmail.com  
Tel: 01229 820963   Mobile: 07580 915650 
 

Iain Mackenzie Remembrance.  I emailed Middle 
Temple (MT) two weeks ago to initiate the setting up 
of our November Remembrance Ceremonies 2020.  
I received a reply back from a Mr Collin Davidson  

saying that MT is going through a major 
refurbishment and the Hall, where we would parade, 
should ‘Wet Weather Routine’ be in force, was full of 
boxes and unavailable.  I went to London to meet 
Collin and indeed the Hall cannot be used.  The lawn 
is available but the area where the Drum Head is 
normally placed and the path the VIP’s stand on will 
be boarded off.  This still leaves plenty of room if we 
change the layout of the Parade.  We can do this by 
having the Drum Head on the patio area to the left of 
where we normally parade. 
This still leaves a few problems to overcome: 
1. Social distancing 
2. Wet weather routine 
3. Hip Flasks 
 

Solutions: 
1.  Reduce the attendance of both Veterans and 
Serving Members.  This year will be a stricter, 
ticketed event.  I would ask all Branches to restrict 
their members to a Maximum of 3 in attendance.  
Standard Bearers are not counted as part of the 
Branch total but, all must follow directions below. 
 

Those attending must send me a SAE addressed to 
Mr Iain Mackenzie, 41 Grafton Road, Worthing, 
BN11 1QY with Branch name, Tel number and email 
address to reach me by COP Frid 18 Sept 2020.  I 
will then post back their ticket. 
Note:  If the member requires a carer (restricted to 
one) I will need their contact details as well. 
 

2.  Those attending are to ensure they come 
prepared for cold and wet weather as access into the 
Middle Temple building will only be for the bathroom.  
I would recommend buying a cheap plastic cagoule 
(normally about a £1). 
 

3.  We will be toasting our fallen comrades so hip 
flasks will be allowed.  However, the passing round 
of hip flasks is not permitted.  I would ask all members 
to strictly adhere to this order for obvious reasons. 
 

I don’t have to tell you how disappointing it is to have 
to enforce these restrictions but, we must protect our 
members.  Wreaths  Wreaths will be laid as normal 
and, given this year’s circumstances, I would 
encourage all Branches to order a wreath through 
me.  The cost of a wreath is £25, cheques to be made 
out to ‘Submariners Association Wreaths’ and sent to 
my address as above.  Wreath orders must be with 
me by COP 4th September 2020.  Iain Mackenzie, 
Vice Chairman, SA Parade Marshal, Mr I. 
Mackenzie, 41 Grafton Road, Worthing, BN11 1QY 
 

Keith Broome <keith.broome@blueyonder.co.uk> 
Sent: 23 July 2020 11:21 
My father, Roy Broome, served on WW2 submarines 
HMS Thrasher (fighting in the Arctic) and HMS 
Trenchant (fighting in the Far East, up until VJ Day).  
He passed away in 1999 but, before he died, he 
wrote his wartime memoirs.  It is available Maritime 
Books & Amazon eBook store.  The book title is: ‘No 
Occupation for a Gentleman’ by Roy Broome.  I hope 
that this is of interest. Please feel free to contact me 
if you need any more information.  Keith Broome 

mailto:m.smith@fnc.co.uk
mailto:secretary@submarinersassociation.co.uk
mailto:frozennorth55@gmail.com
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GENERAL ROYAL NAVY NEWS 
 

New £269million System Delayed after 
Helicopter Left Out in Rain! 

Tomas Malloy  Somerset Live 20 Jul 2020 
A multi-million-pound RN radar system has been 
delayed by 3 months after Leonardo Helicopters 
workers left a helicopter out in the rain.  A spokesman 
for the Yeovil company has said it ‘regrets the 
incident’, which saw flight tests of the £269million 
Crowsnest kit put back as the Merlin was unsafe to 
fly.  Investigators said the helicopter, loaned to 
contractor Leonardo for trials in Boscombe, had been 
deemed unsafe to fly because engineers forgot to 
treat it with weather-proof paint.  It was found that 
Leonardo also failed to carry out any maintenance on 
the aircraft, according to a recent National Audit 
Office (NAO) report.  A defence source said: ‘Merlins 
can cope with bad weather but are not designed to 
live outside.  ‘It’s like a bicycle.  You can ride it in the 
rain but if you leave it outside it will rust.’  Leonardo 
was loaned a second Merlin to get the project going 
again.  Former Conservative defence minister Mark 
Francois said: ‘Needless cock-ups like this have to 
stop.’  While Britain’s former top sailor, Admiral Lord 
Alan West told The News he was frustrated by the 
setback and added: ‘There needs to be some serious 
kicking of those responsible for the delay.’ 
 

Leonardo spokesman said: ‘Leonardo regrets the 
incident identified in the NAO report.  ‘As Britain’s 
only on-shore helicopter designer and manufacturer, 
we take pride in the typically-high quality of our 
products and support and are taking action to ensure 
that this remains an isolated incident.  ‘This particular 
helicopter was based at the Boscombe Down test 
facility in Wiltshire undergoing EMC (Electronic 
Magnetic Compatibility) trials which need to take 
place outside for technical reasons.  ‘Leonardo did 
not assume responsibility as it should have done, for 
applying all-weather protection during these trials (in 
most cases, when the aircraft is in operation, this is 
managed by the operator).  ‘Action was also taken to 
ensure that processes were amended to ensure such 
circumstances could not be repeated.  ‘Leonardo will 
ensure all necessary protective treatments are fully 
applied in the future.’  The radar, retrofitted to the side 
of the helicopter, is now 18 months behind schedule 
after a number of setbacks.  The kit is a key line of 
defence for Portsmouth-based aircraft carrier HMS 
Queen Elizabeth, helping to act as an early warning 
system against aerial threats.  There are now 
concerns the kit may not be ready when the 
£3.1billion warship sets off on her maiden voyage in 
early 2021. 
 

Revamp for Key Ammunition Facilities to 
Support the Fleet of Tomorrow 

Navy Books.com News  24 Jul 2020 
For the past 50 years or so, Royal Navy warships and 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary support ships have made 
regular use of the remote jetty at Glenmallan in 
Scotland which provides a vital deep-water berth for  

the largest ships in the Fleet.  In order to support the 
Fleet of tomorrow, the ammunition facility is being 
revamped at a cost of around £64m.  The funds being 
invested by the Defence Infrastructure Organisation 
will see the installation of a new jetty designed with the 
Queen Elizabeth-class carriers in mind – and will last 
throughout their planned 50-year careers.  The 
overhaul, due to be completed early next year, is 
already underway with 97 head piles installed to 
support a reinforced concrete deck on the new jetty, 
with the old jetty material removed by barge down the 
Clyde to prevent clogging up the few, narrow roads in 
the area of the ammunition depot.  In addition, the new 
facility will receive two new cranes, fire-fighting 
equipment, stores, back-up generators and offices, all 
surrounded by new fencing and a CCTV system to 
provide security.  Editor:  I am always wary of 
sensitive news such as this in the public domain 
but a quick search of the internet shows it is 
general news with current photos including the 
official government site   

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/glen-mallan-
jetty-refurbishment-to-support-royal-navys-surface-
fleets  
 

Conventional P&O Dieso Submariners will be well 
conversant with Loch Long down to Arrochar where 
we used the Loch Long Torpedo Range!  On my last 
visit to Faslane I had a nostalgic trip around the 
peninsula past Coulport and down to Arrochar, the old 
Torpedo Depot looked very run down but the area in 
this article was as the article suggests a little remote 
but not as much as I remember it being in the 1960-
70’s?  However, as a recent book, Faslane 
Shipbreaker Yard, like many I remember Faslane as 
a Depot like place with the Floating Dock expanded 
greatly by becoming the home of the four Resolution 
Class Submarines with very heavy security even in 
those days.  I am sure the weather there has improved 
over the years and still maintain that every time we 
sailed with me on the Fin as Sparker Signalman it 
rained, and it was many years before I ever saw the 
other side of the Loch!!  Oh Yes, for some reason 
disputed by some today we used to do a test dive in 
the middle of the loch off Faslane after maintenance, 
and sit on the bottom. 
 

Loch Long, Argyll and Bute, Scotland.  Is a sea loch 
from Firth of Clyde, and is 20 miles (32km) in length, 
with a width of between 1 and 2 miles.  The loch also 
has an arm, Loch Goil, on its western side.  Loch Long 
forms part of the coast of the Cowal peninsula and 
forms the entire western coastline of the Rosneath 
Peninsula.  Villages on the loch include Arrochar at its 
head and Cove on the east shore near its foot.  The 
Finnart Oil Terminal is located on the eastern shore of 
the loch, linked to the Grangemouth Refinery via a 58-
mile-long Pipeline.  The eastern shore is the RN's 
Coulport Armament depot, part of HMNB Clyde, and 
the Glen Mallan jetty, linked to Glen Douglas Defence 
Munitions Depot.  The loch was used as a testing 
ground for torpedoes during WWII and contains 
numerous wrecks.  Wikipedia Info Loch Long 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/glen-mallan-jetty-refurbishment-to-support-royal-navys-surface-fleets
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/glen-mallan-jetty-refurbishment-to-support-royal-navys-surface-fleets
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/glen-mallan-jetty-refurbishment-to-support-royal-navys-surface-fleets
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How U.S. Navy Submarines, have Managed 
to Keep Covid-19 at Bay 

Julia Bergman,  The Day, 23 Jul 2020 
Submarines with their confined quarters are ideal 
places for diseases to spread.  Yet the U.S. 
submarine force, which has a little more than 24,000 
members, has managed to keep the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) at bay with an infection 
rate of less than 0.5%, according to the force’s Cdr, 
Vice Adm. Daryl Caudle.  In a phone interview this 
week, Caudle attributed the success to a variety of 
factors.  Those include ‘a 
culture of compliance’ among 
submariners, who are trained to 
run and operate nuclear 
propulsion plants at sea, a 
‘strong team ethos’ of not 
wanting to let fellow crew 
members down by bringing COVID-19 on board, 
and the compliance of local communities such as 
New London County, where these sailors work and 
live.  While the aircraft carrier USS Theodore 
Roosevelt became the worst-case example of how 
COVID-19 can rapidly course through sailors 
aboard a ship, submarine crews have not 
experienced such an outbreak.  As of 22/7, the Navy 
had 5,793 COVID-19 cases since the Pentagon 
began tracking this data in March.  The data is not 
broken out by type of ship or by installation. 
 

The Navy developed a set of policies in Mar that laid 
out how it would test sailors, clean its ships, handle 
meals and training, as well as when sailors would 
be required to wear a mask and how to isolate a 
sailor who became sick aboard a submarine, that 
has guided its operations since and will for the 
foreseeable future.  Navy Cdrs are prepared and 
have the ability to put in place more stringent 
measures for the sailors they oversee if the local 
community in which they are based starts to see an 
increase in COVID-19 cases.  Cases are rising on 
military bases in Arizona, California, Florida, 
Georgia and Texas, states that are seeing huge 
increases in infection rates.  Before boarding a 
submarine, sailors are screened, including taking a 
standardized health questionnaire and having their 
temperature taken via a touchless thermometer, to 
ensure they are not sick.  Once on board, they must 
wear a face covering if they can’t maintain a 
distance of 6 feet from one another, Caudle said. 
 

Prior to deploying, a submarine crew quarantines on 
board the submarine, while it is tied up pier-side, for 
14 days.  Sailors are tested for COVID-19 at the 
beginning of the quarantine period, at the seven-day 
mark, and at the end of the 14 days. As long as the 
entire crew tests negative and no one is exhibiting 
COVID-19 symptoms at the end of the quarantine 
period, the submarine is released to go on 
deployment.   Ballistic missile submarines, the sea-
based leg of the U.S. nuclear triad, carry 
coronavirus test kits and reagents, or chemicals 
used as a testing medium, on board, but otherwise  

sailors get tested at medical facilities.  The Navy has 
identified several places in the European theatre 
‘that we can pull in with confidence,’ Caudle said, 
specifically mentioning Rota, Spain, and Faslane, 
Scotland.  These locations have been identified as 
‘safe haven’ ports where U.S. submarines can pull 
in to resupply and give sailors the opportunity to 
spend time on dry land.  While Caudle said he 
initially was concerned at the outset of the pandemic 
that it could lead to longer deployments and time at 
sea,  two Navy surface ships recently surpassed the 
record for most consecutive days at sea, previously 
set at 160 days, that hasn’t turned out to be the case 
for the submarine force.  The attack submarine USS 
Newport News recently returned to Norfolk, Va., 
from a deployment during which it broke the record 
for most consecutive days underway; 137, but 
Caudle said the extended time underwater wasn’t 
COVID-19-related.  He said the pandemic has not 
resulted in delays to submarine deployments or 
operations.  ‘The U.S. submarine force continues to 
meet 100% of our commitments worldwide. I’m very 
proud of that,’ Caudle said. 
 

Last New Egyptian Type 209 Submarine 
to be Delivered in 2021 

Navy Naval Maritime Defence Industry 24 July 2020 
The Egyptian Navy’s third Type 209/1400mod 
submarine (S43) arrived in Egypt on 5 May after 
sailing from ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems’ yard in 
Germany.  It was officially handed over to the 
Egyptian Navy on 9 April in Kiel.  The contract for 
the delivery of the first two Type 209/1400mod class 
submarines to Egypt was signed in 2011.  In 2015, 
Egypt decided to take the option for two additional 
units of the most recent version of the Type 209.   
 

About Type 209 submarine:  The average Type 
209 has a crew of 30 and displaces 1 594 tons 
submerged.  The type is 62 metres long with a 6.2-
metre pressure hull diameter.  It can dive to a 
maximum depth of 250 metres and is armed with 
eight torpedo tubes with 14 torpedoes.  Egypt’s new 
Type 209 submarines have a range of 11 000 
nautical miles, a top speed of 21 knots and 
displacement of over 1 400 tonnes.  The Type 
209/1400 mod series submarines are claimed to be 
are extremely reliable, can stay submerged for a 
long time, are fast, and are hard to locate thanks to 
their low signatures. It is the latest version of the 
HDW Type 209 ‘family’ with over 60 boats built or 
under contract.  The Egyptian Type 209/1400 
submarines have eight 21-inch (533 mm) torpedo 
tubes and are able to carry and launch up to 14 
missiles and torpedoes, in addition to deploying 
naval mines. They will be fitted with Sea Hake mod 
4 torpedoes and UGM-84L Harpoon Block II anti-
ship missiles (AShM). 
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Putting Space at the Heart of Britain's Defence 
Ben Wallace MP  The Telegraph 25 July 2020 
As Russia and China develop next-generation 
weaponry, we are pursuing our most radical reforms 
since the Cold War.  It is one year since taking up the 
privileged post of Defence Secretary, it feels like the 
right time to assess what we’ve achieved in the past 
12 months and where we go next. I returned to 
Defence two decades after leaving the British Army 
and was immediately struck by the UK Armed 
Forces’ remarkable agility and resilience.  Within 
days I watched our helicopters swoop to save those 
threatened by flooding at Whaley Bridge.  I saw the 
RN rapidly deliver humanitarian aid for the hurricane-
hit Bahamas and speed to the Strait of Hormuz to 
protect UK shipping from Iranian 
interference.  And that was all in my first 
month.  More recently, in the eye of the 
coronavirus storm, Defence resilience 
once more came to the fore.  Our heroic NHS doctors 
and nurses were truly on the front line, but the Armed 
Forces were right behind them, airlifting to hospitals 
or providing military planners to Whitehall 
departments.  By the end of this month we’ll have 
passed another milestone on the road to normality 
when our Armed Forces hand over their work on the 
coronavirus national testing programme to civilian 
contractors.  It has been an immense effort and a 
perfect example of how Defence contributes to the 
nation’s security and resilience through their 
professionalism and responsiveness. 
 

In just seven days, soldiers from 66 Works Group, 
Royal Engineers, created a mobile testing unit from 
scratch.  Just hours after the first unit was 
assembled, it was on the road, and since then more 
than 2,780 service personnel have set up 218 mobile 
testing units, with a daily capacity of 87,200. They’ve 
deployed more than 8,000 times, been operational 
for almost one million testing hours and conducted 
nearly 750,000 tests.  Meanwhile, the pandemic did 
not deter or distract our adversaries. The mounting 
threats we face have not gone away. It has reminded 
me that we must prepare for the potential crises to 
come.  Today we have been dealing with a viral 
outbreak.  Tomorrow it could be a high-level cyber-
attack, or a terrorist chemical weapons release.  This 
week we have been reminded of the threat Russia 
poses to our national security with the provocative 
test of a weapon-like projectile from a satellite 
threatening the peaceful use of space.  Space, and 
our access to it, is fundamental to our way of life.  
We’ve called on Russia to avoid further testing and 
urge them to work constructively with us and other 
partners to be responsible in space.  But Russia is 
not alone. China, too, is developing offensive space 
weapons and both nations are upgrading their 
capabilities. Such behaviour only underlines the 
importance of the review the Government is currently 
conducting into our foreign, security, defence and 
development policy, the deepest and most radical 
since the end of the Cold War.  The world I knew 
while a serving soldier at the end of the Cold War has 

 changed beyond recognition.  It is moving at an 
unprecedented pace and defence must move with it.  
Our adversaries go further, deeper and higher.  The 
binary distinction between peace and war has 
vanished.  The MoD that emerges from this review 
will be a much more threat-lead organisation, 
pivoting away from what we have become used to in 
recent decades, and reshaped to operate much more 
in the newest domains of space, cyber and sub-sea.  
This will be a next-generation Defence; its forces 
prepared for persistent global engagement, ready for 
constant campaigning and able to transit between 
operating and fighting as required.  As traditional 
conflict shifts, and cyber and data become the 
battleground, we must outmanoeuvre our 
adversaries with a sharper technological edge and 
relentless focus on innovation.  Defence has huge 
value to industry and, with the right focus, will unlock 
opportunities in jobs, in skills and in exports.  When I 
arrived in the job a year ago, I never imagined our 
military would find themselves responding to one of 
the most serious crises of modern times in the 
coronavirus pandemic.  The people of the UK 
admirably rose to that immense challenge.  It is a 
privilege to serve them.  But we are not going to sit 
around waiting for the next crisis to come to us.  In 
the coming 12 months we will be building a modern, 
integrated, and more resilient Armed Forces, 
embracing regulars, reserves, specialists and the 
unconventional.  Making sure that, whatever lies 
around the corner, our future force has got it covered. 
Ben Wallace is Secretary of State for Defence 
 

Reservists’ Key Submarine Role Aboard 
Carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth 

Royal Navy News  30 June 2020 
For the first time a team of submarine specialist 
Naval Reservists has mobilised to join HMS Queen 
Elizabeth.  Bolstering the carrier’s staff and providing 
additional expertise and experience, the team was 
particularly needed during a five-day test of the 
carrier and her battle group, Exercise Crimson 
Ocean.  The workout helped to hone and develop 
tactics and methods the carrier and her escorts will 
use to protect each other from threats above, on and 
beneath the waves.  Typically, the carrier strike group 
will comprise the flagship, plus an air defence 
destroyer, anti-submarine frigate, support/supply 
ship and a hunter-killer submarine… which could be 
used to both defend the task force from enemy 
surface ships and submarines, or take the fight to the 
enemy by launching long-range cruise missile 
strikes.  Its presence, as well as the ever-present 
threat of a hostile submarine, demands the presence 
of a specialist team on the carrier staff.  Enter the 
Submarine Advisory Team.  ‘This marks an important 
milestone, the beginning of a 50-year partnership,’ 
explained Cdr Ben Horner from the Maritime 
Reserves’ submarine operations capability.  ‘Today's 
Submarine Advisory Team watchkeepers are leading 
the way for those who will support the carrier for 
many decades to come, supported by our specialist 
communicators who train and deploy alongside us.’ 
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission CWGC 
We honour and care for the 1.7 million men and 
women of the Commonwealth forces who died in the 
First and Second World Wars, ensuring they will 
never be forgotten.  Funded by six Member 
Governments, our work began with building, and now 
maintaining, cemeteries at 23,000 locations all over 
the world.  Established by Royal Charter in 1917 the 
CWGC have constructed 2,500 war cemeteries, 
memorials and plots, and created memorials to 
commemorate those with no 
known grave.  More than a million 
burials are now marked at military 
and civil sites.  The Fromelles 
(Pheasant Wood) Military 
Cemetery, France is the newest 
CWGC cemetery completed in 2010.  The work is 
truly global, operating in more than 150 countries and 
territories and in over 23,000 locations.  The CWGC 
hold an extensive and internationally recognised 
archive of records and images which are freely 
available to search on their website at www.cwgc.org  
 

Visit the Sites.  From the Ypres (Menin Gate) 
Memorial in Belgium to Delhi Memorial (India Gate) 
in Delhi, from tiny cemeteries containing just a 
handful of graves to those with more than 11,000 
burials, the Commission built and maintains some of 
the most iconic architectural structures in the world.  
There is so much to see and learn, so visit our 
website or download our app and find out where you 
can go next. 
 

Horticulture.  The gardens are an essential part of 
the commemoration of the war dead.  The historic 
estate is of international importance and our global 
team of over 800 gardeners ensure our sites are 
maintained to the highest standards, adapting to the 
huge number of climatic variations from the Artic 
Circle to the lush greenery of the tropics.  
Conservation.  Commemorating and caring for the 
fallen across the world is a huge task.  Many of our 
cemeteries and memorials were designed by 
internationally renowned architects, sculptors and 
artists.  Our global approach is conservation led; we 
seek to preserve and conserve our historic estate 
mostly using our own teams of stonemasons and 
specialists around the world. 
 

The Commonwealth War Graves Foundation (CWGF) 
This is a charitable foundation that highlights the 
work of the CWGC by engaging young people and 
the wider community in the story of our common 
sacrifice and shared history.  By supporting them you 
will enable them to fund education and activities 
highlighting the work of the CWGC.  To find out more 
visit www.cwgc.org/support-us or discover more at 
the www.cwgc.org  
 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/  
I have used this site extensively to trace War Graves 
by Name, Regt, Service or even for example you can 
see all graves in a particular cemetery e.g. 
Nottingham Rd, Derby, where there are 342 War 
Graves of many nationalities Rest in Peace. 

CHOCOLATE WAS NIGGER’S DARK SECRET 

The 4th Submarine Squadron, was disbanded on 
10 Jan 1969 when the 1st Australian S/M Sqn was 
founded.  In 1951 a large stray black dog wandered 
into HMAS Penguin in Sydney and was adopted by 
the 4th Submarine Sqn of the Royal Navy.  He was 
Christened ‘Nigger’ (Niggs for short) and over the 
course of time became the mascot of the S/M 
Squadron.  ‘Nigger’ remained with the Division and 
was cared for entirely by the ship’s company, 
including his Veterinary fees, an item never 
insignificant in his early fighting days and again 
latterly as he grew older.  With unfailing regularity 
Nigger saw every submarine off to sea and again on 
return to harbour, boarded any transport with 
submarine ratings in it and kept HMAS Penguin clear 
of lesser dogs.  Unfortunately, Nigger was involved in 
a road accident on 11 Jan, 1965, and died the next 
day as a result of his injuries.  His early days were full 
of energy and vigour.  He has been known on many 
occasions to leave HMAS Penguin at the same time 
as the bus to Neutral Bay, a distance of seven miles 
from the depot, and no matter how hard the bus 
driver tried, Nigger would always be on the jetty 
before the bus arrived.  He took an active part in all 
sports.  He was a good swimmer and a great 
footballer (as many a league referee found to his 
confusion).  He would run after the ball and if by 
chance took hold of the lacing it was a long and hard 
chase that followed.  Niggers aquatic ability was 
outstanding, he would nudge anyone he fancied into 
the pool and stroke for stroke the race was on.  His 
interests were wide and varied.   
 

He didn’t like alcohol but when in the Wet Canteen 
he did his utmost to bolster the profits of a well-
known chocolate firm.  Even if the beer didn’t 
interest him the singsongs were right up his street 
and he howled lustily to join in.  He would spend 
hours chasing seagulls up and down the jetty with 
nothing to show for it at the end.  His runs ashore 
varied from Sunday dinner at home with someone on 
Ration Allowance (RA); an afternoon on Plonk Island 
off Balmoral Beach, to a really good run on a 
Saturday night to the Manly Hotel with the lads.  One 
particular Saturday the manager asked for Nigger to 
be removed.  The lads moved instead and had a 
better run in the Pacific Hotel, the Manly taking less 
that evening than for a long time.  One thing that 
separated him from other submariners was that he 
was tidy.  When he had finished his fish and chip 
supper, he would screw up the remains in the paper 
and push it all into a corner of the mess deck and 
then look round waiting for the applause.  Despite the 
fact that Nigger loved saltwater he hated fresh and it 
would take some considerable effort by three or four 
stalwarts to drag him into the bathroom for a wash.  
Many submariner’s past and present from HM 
Submarines at HMAS Penguin and the RAN will 
remember his antics and companionship around the 
depot, on his Sunday morning walks and on the front 
row seat he always occupied in the HMAS Penguin 
Cinema.  Another much loved RN/RAN Pet! 

http://www.cwgc.org/
http://www.cwgc.org/support-us
http://www.cwgc.org/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/
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MEET THE ELITE RN TEAM THAT GETS SENT 
IN, IF SUBMARINERS ARE IN DANGER 

Stavros Atlamazoglou, SOFREP  28 July 2020 
SUBSUNK.  If such a signal ever goes out, then the 
Submarine Parachute Assistance Group (SPAG) 
deploys.  Part of the Royal Navy, the SPAG 
specializes in the recovery of submariners. There 
are several jobs within the SPAG, such as medics, 
engineers, and submarine escape specialists — but 
all members are proficient in first aid, escape-and-
recovery techniques and submarine, surface-to-air 

and ship-to-shore 
communications.  

SPAG teams are on 
constant alert. In the 
event that a Royal 
Navy or foreign 
submarine requires 
their expertise, they 

can be underway in less than six hours.  Once 
parachuted, either from a helicopter or plane, 
depending on the incident's proximity to the shore, 
they loiter above the stressed submarine in rigid-
hulled inflatable boats. For additional muscle, they 
also operate rigid-hulled inflatable life-rafts, able to 
hold 25 people.  All of their boats are furnished with 
communication and GPS devices. The life-rafts, 
moreover, store hot and cold rations, oxygen 
therapy devices, and more specialized first-aid 
equipment. They can also deploy from surface 
warships.  The SPAG was created in 1967 amidst 
the Cold War. With the British and NATO operating 
numerous conventional and nuclear submarines, 
the Royal Navy 
figured out that the 
probability of an 
emergency was 
high, and thus 
came the SPAG. 
 

The SPAG is commanded by a Warrant Officer 1st 
class, and members of all services can join the unit, 
though most tend to come from the Royal Navy and 
the Royal Marines.  Parachute qualification is a 
requirement for acceptance into the unit.  The SPAG 
was first deployed in a real-world operation three 
years ago when the Argentinian submarine ARA 
San Juan went missing, despite international efforts 

to locate the submarine and 
rescue the crew, the ARA 
San Juan went down with its 
full complement.  The closest 
that they had come to a real 
operation before that was 
when the HMCS Chicoutimi, 
a Canadian submarine, 
caught fire near the Irish 
coast in 2004. Before they 

could respond, the Canadian crew had managed to 
address the situation and the SPAG team was 
stood-down.   
SOFREP is an apolitical news site run by former 
military special ops and intelligence professionals. 

Scientists Discover why CV leads to a Loss of Smell 
Chiara Giordano  The Independent  29 July 2020 
Scientists have discovered why coronavirus causes 
some patients to lose their sense of smell.  
Temporary loss of smell, or anosmia, is one of the 
earliest and most commonly reported warning signs 
of Covid-19.  Studies suggest the ‘devastating’ 
symptom better predicts the disease than other 
well-known symptoms such as a fever or cough.  
But the actual cause for loss of smell in Covid-19 
patients has been unclear, until now.  Researchers 
at Harvard Medical School in the U.S. have 
identified which cell types used for smelling are 
most vulnerable to infection by SARS-CoV-2, the 
virus that causes Covid-19.  They were surprised to 
discover sensory neurons, which detect and 
transmit the sense of smell to the brain, are not 
vulnerable to the disease. 
 

Their study instead found it attacks the cells 
supporting the olfactory sensory neurons.  Dr 
Sandeep Robert Datta, associate professor of 
neurobiology at Harvard Medical School and co-
author of the study, said this was a positive finding 
because it suggests most cases of Covid-19 are 
unlikely to 
cause a 
permanent 
loss of 
smell.  He 
said: ‘Our 
findings 
indicate 
that the 
novel cv 
changes 
the sense of smell in patients not by directly 
infecting neurons but by affecting the function of 
supporting cells.  ‘I think it’s good news, because 
once the infection clears, olfactory neurons don’t 
appear to need to be replaced or rebuilt from 
scratch.’  But he added: ‘We need more data and a 
better understanding of the underlying mechanisms 
to confirm this conclusion.’ 
 

The majority of Covid-19 patients experience some 
level of anosmia, but most often it is temporary.  The 
research team hope the study results will help 
accelerate efforts to better understand smell loss in 
Covid-1 patients, which could lead to treatments for 
anosmia and the development of improved smell-
based diagnostics for the disease.  Dr Datta said: 
‘Anosmia seems like a curious phenomenon, but it 
can be devastating for the small fraction of people 
in whom it’s persistent.  ‘It can have serious 
psychological consequences and could be a major 
public health problem if we have a growing 
population with permanent loss of smell.’  The study 
was published in the peer-reviewed journal Science 
Advances. 
 

Editor:  A similar article also relates to Taste but as 
we know medically, Ears, Nose & Throat are all 
linked so maybe not so surprising?  Stay Safe. 
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National Museum of the RN Saved from Insolvency 
BBC News & MNA NL 29 July 2020 

The National Museum of the Royal Navy (NMRN) 
has been saved from imminent insolvency by a 
promise of emergency government funding, its 
director has said.  The museum said the closure of 
its sites due to the coronavirus lockdown had 
caused a £6.35m shortfall.  It said it would have filed 
for insolvency within the next month.  NMRN said 
the money would enable it to reopen its venues in 
Portsmouth, Gosport, Hartlepool and Yeovilton.  Its 
DG, Prof. Dominic Tweddle, said the loss of visitor 
income had put the museum at ‘unprecedented 
risk’.  He said: ‘I cannot express the relief we all felt 
when were told that additional funding would be 
made available to us.  NMRN said the government 
had indicated it would give £5.4m to cover losses 
this financial year.  It said it was ‘disproportionately 
dependent’ on donors and visitors, from whom it 
receives 81% of its income.  NMRN said other UK 
national museums, such as those for the army and 
RAF, received the majority of their funding from the 
government, enabling them to reopen in early July. 
Mr Tweddle said: ‘I simply cannot see why the 
historic ships and collections we care for are not 
treated with the same significance as those in the 
care of our National Museum peers.  Is our naval 
history not of equal value?  The only real solution is 
a fundamental overhaul of our funding model, 
something I intend to pursue in the coming months. 
NMRN said it was ‘vigorously campaigning to 
reopen HMS Caroline in Belfast, which it said was 
governed by a different funding model in Northern 
Ireland.  The museum group includes Lord Nelson's 
flagship HMS Victory at Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard and the frigate HMS Trincomalee in 
Hartlepool, among vessels and exhibitions at seven 
UK sites. 
 

Proposed New Malacca Straits Canal 
In January this year the Thai house of Rep. initiated 
a committee to discuss the construction of a canal 
shortening vessel voyages through the Strait of 
Malacca, one of the busiest shipping choke points 

on the planet.  The 
$25 billion project 
comes with a 
series of conflict, 
especially from 
Singapore and 
Malaysia as a 
canal could have 

economic 
ramifications on their ports.  It will be interesting to 
see if this plan takes further action or not. Three 
southernmost provinces of Thailand are culturally 
more related to Malaysia than Thailand mainland. 
The cutting will harm the unrest in the southern 
provinces of Thailand.  But for the canal building 
itself, I believe the Kingdom of Thailand has the right 
to do so. They build it in their own territory.  If 
Singapore complains about their country's interest 
will be disturbed, Singapore itself has done the  

same terrible things by tricking other SEAsian 
developing countries to sell them soil at a very 
cheap price in order to enlarge their territory.  In 
Indonesia, what Singapore had done had caused 
numbers of islands in Riau Islands Province to be 
destroyed and drowned.  Indonesia no longer sells 
soil to Singapore, but now Singapore ‘harass’ 
Vietnam and Cambodia for the same interest. 
 

Most Detailed Submarine Map of Arctic Ocean 
The New Bathymetric Chart of the Arctic Ocean. 
Amit Malewar  Tech Explorists  28 July 2020 

Bathymetry (seafloor depth), is a critical parameter 
providing the geospatial context for a multitude of 
marine scientific studies.  Since 1997, the 
International Bathymetric Chart of the Arctic Ocean 
(IBCAO) has been the authoritative source of 
bathymetry for the Arctic Ocean.  Now, an 
international team of scientists has published the 
most detailed submarine map of the Arctic Ocean. 
The map is the 4.0 version of the International 
Bathymetric Chart of the Arctic Ocean (IBCAO).  A 
scientific team with experts from fifteen countries, 
together have contributed to the 4.0 IBCAO map as 
this year’s contribution to the Nippon Foundation-
GEBCO Seabed 2030, whose objective is to map all 
seas and oceans in the world by 2030.” 
The International Bathymetric Chart of the Arctic 
Ocean Version 4.0, Scientific Data (2020). DOI: 
10.1038/s41597-020-0520-9 
The new cartography has a volume with a higher 
and better resolution data than the previous 
versions, and it includes marine regions which were 
unknown to date. 
 

ORDERS TO FIRE A CANNON 
Firing a single shot from a stowed and loaded 
cannon in Nelson’s Navy was regulated by the 
following sequence of Orders 
 

01 Silence 08 Fire 

02 Cast loose your gun 09 Worm & sponge 

03 Level your gun 10 Load shot & wad shot 

04 Take out your tampion 11 Ram home shot & wad 

05 Prime 12 Put in your tampion 

06 Run out your gun 13 House your gun 

07 Point your gun 14 Secure your gun. 
 

A typical broadside of a RN ship of the late 18th 
century could be fired 2-3 times in approx.. five 
minutes, and this was 
achieved despite the sailor's 
ration of alcohol which at this 
time was originally beer with 
a daily ration of one gallon 
(i.e. eight pints) per day per man!  Just thought you 
should know!  This ‘Dit’ is dedicated to the Memory 
of Harry Leggitt a good Oppo who used to fire his 
Cannon from the Ramparts of Fort Perch at New 
Brighton accessed from the Ian Fraser VC walk at 
the entrance to the River Mersey.  Before, he passed 
away two years ago Harry fired a cannon salute 
from Fort Perch to ALL Royal Navy Vessels as 
they sailed into and out of the River Mersey. 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-020-0520-9
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Divers Haul Ghost Nets from HMS Perseus 
Reuters  31 Jul 2020 

Divers removed half a tonne of abandoned fishing 
gear covering a British submarine HMS Perseus 
that sank off the Greek island of Kefalonia in 1941 

as well as other wrecks in 
an effort to protect the 
area’s loggerhead sea 
turtles, dolphins and monk 
seals.  Lost fishing nets, 
known as ‘Ghost Nets’, 
wrapped around 
shipwrecks often turn into 
death traps for marine life.  
The Healthy Seas initiative, 
which organised the 

operation, said millions of animals die every year 
after getting trapped in the nylon gear.  Last week, 
Greek and Dutch volunteers dived 52 metres into 
the waters between the islands of Kefalonia and 
Zakynthos to remove nets entangled around HMS 
Perseus, one of the biggest submarines of WWII 
and a cultural heritage site.  The clean-up mission 
focused on the submarine’s conning tower and the 
front outer hull.  The underwater clean-ups lasted 
five days targeting also other wrecks in the area, at 
50 metres depth, and recovering a total of 500 kilos 
of lost fishing gear, said Healthy Seas.  The nets 
recovered will be regenerated together with other 
nylon waste and used for the production of socks, 
swimwear, and carpets, it added.  A similar clean-
up operation was conducted last year by another 
organisation.  The 
pictures show the area 
taken by volunteer 
divers of the 
environmental group 
Ghost Diving work, on 
the WWII wreck of the 
HMS Perseus, off the 
island of Kefalonia, 
Greece, 23 July, 2020.  
Editor:  The loss of Perseus will always be tied in 
with the one survivor the controversial John 
‘Choppa’ Capes & the open hatch on the wreck 
proved his innocence of the charge of desertion 
without doubt as related in the very good books the 
SOCA Gatwick Archives Three Volumes. 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2000/aug/31/h
elenasmith  
 
Sagging’ HMS Victory Saved by Hi-Tech Support 

System Mimicking Effect of being Afloat 
Cahal Milmo  ‘l News’  11 Aug 2020 

A £40m restoration project means visitors will now 
be able to walk around its hull for the first time.  
When the day came to launch HMS Victory, the 
flagship of Admiral Nelson and perhaps the Royal 
Navy’s most enduringly famous vessel, she very 
nearly foundered in the dock where she had been 
built.  Hours before the great and good of Georgian 
England came to inaugurate the Victory in May 1765 

 1765, an eagle-eyed shipwright realised that the 
100-gun ship was an inconvenient 9.5 inches too 
wide to pass through the gates of Chatham 
dockyard in Kent.  It was only after some frantic 
hacking at the gates by every carpenter in the 
vicinity that could be found that the vessel, the 
largest ever built for the navy, made its way to open 
water and an eventual place in the history books at 
the Battle of Trafalgar.   Now, some 255 years after 
its launch, the Victory has survived another scrape 
with its berth after a hi-tech survey found that the 
venerable vessel was ‘sagging’ in the dry dock 
where it has been kept for nearly a century as the 
prize exhibit in Portsmouth’s National Museum of 
the Royal Navy (NMRN).  The Victory, which 
remains an officially commissioned RN ship despite 
its landbound status, was brought into its present 
abode in 1922 and rested on a cradle of 22 steel 
brackets.  But while millions of visitors have since 
shuffled by to admire the craftsmanship of 
Chatham’s shipwrights, the Victory’s oak timbers, 
hewn from some 6,000 trees, have been slowly 
distorting between the steel brackets due to the 
3,600-tonne ship’s weight.  The problem, which is 
caused by the fact that the integrity of the hull’s 
shape is no longer maintained by the constant 
pressure of the sea against its timbers, has now 
been solved by the installation of a new state-of-the-
art suspension system designed to mimic the effect 
of the Victory still being afloat. 

 

National Museum of Royal Navy Hartlepool sets 
out Reopening Plans 

Mark Payne Hartlepool Echo 3 Aug 2020 
Hartlepool’s biggest tourist attraction is due to 
reopen to the public in early Sept following a lengthy 
closure due to the Covid-19 pandemic, with tickets 
now on sale.  Visitors will notice some changes as 
new safety measures are introduced and museum 
bosses say the reopening is only possible thanks to 
lifeline funding announced by HM Treasury.  The 
museum, is home to HMS Trincomalee, the oldest 
floating warship in Europe, which visitors will once 
again be able to explore.  In order to ensure their 
safety and make guests feel comfortable we will be 
introducing a one-way route on board HMS 
Trincomalee as well as protective screens and 
cashless payments.  The museum says it plays a 
vital role in the local tourist and hospitality offer and 
is also a major part of the area’s regeneration 
ambitions.  If visiting this Area you should consider 
taking in ‘Locomotion’ part of the National Railway 
Museum at Shildon, County Durham which is a Free 
attraction and is well worth a visit.  We came off the 
A1 north last year and diverted for a lunch break 
stop enroute north.  Enjoyed it so much returned 
and spent a day at the venue.  I would also, heading 
a bit further north, near Stanley, Co. Durham 
recommend Beamish, the Living Museum of the 
North, which I would allow two days for!  Also, locally 
the Angel of North & Tansfield Railway and the 
stunning Coastline are all very worth a visit. 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2000/aug/31/helenasmith
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2000/aug/31/helenasmith
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Please Note that Events Marked Cancelled CV 
are those that have been advised officially to DS 
by organisers, or decided by DS as Cancelled in the 
case of our own meetings and social events such 
as Lunch Clubs.  It remains to be seen if the Retard 
Clocks on 25 October is also cancelled by CV? 
 

PROGRAMMES AND EVENTS 2020 
As per the Cartoon on Page 1 of 
this Newsletter; Social Distancing 
Matters, and Do Not Walk the Plank.  
I hope all Members, families and 
indeed all stay safe until we are able 
to return to our normal lives. 

Since March the diary 
has been one continual 
list of ‘Cancelled CV’ 
and still, very sadly, no 
light at the end of the 
tunnel.  It appears that 
even Poppy Appeal is 

unlikely to happen as we know it, and I will keep 
everyone advised ASAP if things drastically change 
between the issue of the October newsletter. 
 

DS Welfare Committee  The committee consists of 
myself as Chair & John Sayers with Peter Johnson 
having lost both Ken Holtham & Jack Winstanley it 
was decided to invite Colin Watson to be co-opted 
onto the Welfare Committee, which I am pleased to 
announce is a position he is willing to accept and will 
therefore be put forward to the DS AGM in April 2021 
for ratification by DS Members.  Colin as you know 
at present in his second year as Chair, though with 
CV wiping out nearly all of 2020, we will have to 
discuss if it counts as a year to the constitution limit? 
 

The National Service of Remembrance at The 
Cenotaph.  (RBL) Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we 
are continually reviewing our events and to ensure 
better clarity on the situation in Nov, the RBL will 
communicate its full plans for this year’s Cenotaph in 
early Autumn.  Please note the RBL is working 
closely with all the relevant Government agencies to 
ensure that this year’s Cenotaph 
Dispersal can go ahead in some form.  A 
range of representative options are 
under consideration by the Government.  
We will keep you informed as and when 
plans progress.  For Assns expecting to 
hear confirmation of their allocations, please note 
that we will be deferring this until we have some 
clearer guidance from the Government.  If you are an 
individual looking to apply to march, please contact 
your relevant Assn to register your interest.  Thank 
you for your continued patience while we navigate 
new ways of working in these unprecedented times. 
The Commemorative Events Team  14 Aug 2020 
 

FOR SALE  Three ‘Services Wrendered 
Figurines.  2¼” (55mm)  
1. Winter N.Atlantic 
(Binoculars can raise up) 
2.  Wren Suspenders 
3.  Toast to The Queen  
Figurines are boxed 
individually.  Money 
raised will be to DS 
Welfare Fund.  Individual 
or group figure bids, first preference to DS Members. 
Bids to DS Secretary suggested min bid £5 each? 
 

NEWSLETTERS ONLINE 
Current & One year Back Issues on Derbyshire 

Submariners Web Page 
http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html 

 

Views & comments of this newsletter do not always 
reflect the official policy, or the decisions of the 

Derbyshire Submariners 

2020 

   03 Sept Merchant Navy Day. The MNA have Cancelled CV  
  

   04 Sept DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club Chad      Cancelled CV 
  

   04 Sept Coffee Morning RBL Oakwood Dy       Cancelled CV 
  

   11 Sept Coffee Morning WFR 10-12 Derby     Cancelled CV 
  

   14 Sept D&D Ex Svc Meeting Council House Cancelled CV 
  

   18 Sept Coffee Morning RNA 10-12 Derby      Cancelled CV 
  

   30 Sep Luncheon Club  The Oak & Acorn    Cancelled CV 
  

 

   02 Oct DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club Chad,   Cancelled CV 
  

   23 Oct RNC Trafalgar Parade 11:40 Cathedral Grn  TBA 
  

   23Oct DS Trafalgar Night Dinner             Cancelled CV 
  

   25 Oct Retard Clocks 1 Hr at 02:00am  

 

  

   04 Dec DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30 
  

   05 Dec  Army Cadet Band Xmas Concert, Trent Collage TBC 
  

   09 Dec Christmas Lunch Weds Noon Venue TBC 
  

  12 Dec  Band of Derby Army Cadet Force Long Eaton 

 

  

   TBC DS Meeting  Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:30  TBC 
  

   TBC Submariners Embankment Parade, London 
  

   04 Nov Chaddesden Children’s Svc, Chadd Park 09:30am 
  

   08 Nov Remembrance Sunday  Svc’s Various Locations 
  

   11 Nov DS Armistice Day 11/11 Submariners Services 
10am  Meet Main Entrance to convoy to 1st Grave 
ERA John Brooks C16 & Sig Charles Buttle C25 

  

   11 Nov Armistice Day – Nottm Road Soldiers Corner 
11 am Derby & District Service 

  

    11 Nov DS Armistice Day Coffee Morning  Jubilee Club 
 

O/C Soldiers Corner Service approx 11:20hrs 
  

    25 Nov Lunch Club  Bartlewood Lodge, Ockbrook 

 

No advice or decisions at present advised 
by D&DExSvc Assn or Derby City Council 

http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html

