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A POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

There is No Sense in being 
Pessimistic, it probably Wouldn’t 

Work Anyway! 
 

EDITORIAL 
 

Dear God,  My prayer for 2021 is I would like a Fat 
Bank account & a Thin Body.  Please don't mix 
these up like you did last year.  AMEN!   
I know it is impossible to quantify what 2021 will 

bring, but the Heading of 
this NL is given on the 
sincere hope it cannot be 
worse than what 2020 
threw at us?  Sadly, one 

DS Member has not renewed, but we gained 
Andrew Wood and Chris Tuckwood who we 
welcome wholeheartedly to DS and look forward to 
meeting in 2021.  Thank you to all Members who 
have paid 2021 Subs & we have only one in default, 
but someone has to sail on the Bombers!  With all 
subs in, I can then get our accounts audited ready 
for the AGM in April, so please start thinking about 
that too.  I hope you had a good Christmas, & we 
wish all Submariners and readers of the ‘Trade 
Journal’ all the very best for the whole of 2021. 
 

MEA(L) Michael (Mick) Sharratt  P/M 982382 
We were sad to learn 
that ‘Mick’ who had 
suffered recent ill health 
issues had Crossed the 
Bar.  Mick served on 
Totem, Renown, 
Dreadnought and 
Resolution.  Obituary Continued:  On Page 9 Col 1 
 

DS Members please read the article on page 21.  
DS works as one group of Submariners; thus, we 
need your decisions to be able to work!  Well, it 
Feels Very Hard to be Joyous with Greetings at this 
Christmas Time, and like Ann & I, we are all feeling 
the sadness of restrictive Family Gatherings, and 
Socials.  We normally say Resurgam at Funerals:  
But the meaning: ‘An increase or revival after a 
period of little activity, popularity, or occurrence’, 
Will be Relevant to all of us in 2021, God Willing? 
 

Terry Hall 
The Trade Journal Newsletter Editor 

Hon. Sec/Treasurer, Derbyshire Submariners’ 
Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk 

www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html 
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WELFARE MATTERS 
 

Investment Safety Tips Released after a Spike In 
Derbyshire Fraud Offences.  A spike in investment 
scams over the last year has seen victims in 
Derbyshire lose more than £6million to faceless 
fraudsters.  It’s a crime that even the most careful 
investor can fall prey to, whereby someone offers 
you a fake but often very convincing opportunity to 
make a profit.  Scammers persuade individuals to 
move money to a fictitious fund on behalf of your 
business or to pay for a fake investment with the 
promise of a high return with little to no risk.  Since 
Sept 2019, 200 people in Derbyshire fell victim to 
this scam, and offences have been steadily rising 
since the COVID-19 pandemic began.  Reports 
show that young people, aged between 20-29, are 
now also becoming more vulnerable to fraudsters, 
who are targeting them through advertisements or 
posts on social media. 
 

Scammers are leading their victims to professional 
looking websites, where they’re persuaded to invest 
in the bogus schemes or are led to invest in 
cryptocurrency scams.  With more and more people 
looking to invest, we are now launching a campaign 
to raise awareness of this type of fraud, and how 
you can best protect yourself.  And to mark the start 
of International Fraud Week tin Dec, a video 
featuring an actress telling the story of one 
Derbyshire investor was released.  It is a true story, 
one in which the victim was tricked out of more than 
£210,000.  Watch the video here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hY6gfmJAG-Y 
 

Derbyshire Constabulary’s Cyber Protect Officer, 
Jodie Nevin, said: ‘With the coronavirus outbreak 
causing job losses and having a financial impact on 
incomes and our economy, more people are online 
looking for ways to make money.  Sadly, these 
factors may leave victims more susceptible to 
fraudulent investment scams.  Though these 
offences are getting harder to spot, there are some 
tell-tale signs to help protect your hard-earned 
money.’  In collaboration with Action Fraud, we are 
also sharing critical tips on how to protect yourself, 
and your money. 
 

Be suspicious.  If you are contacted out of the blue 
about an investment opportunity, this could be via a 
cold-call, an e-mail or an approach on social media.  
Don’t be rushed into making an investment.  No 
legitimate organisation will pressure you into 
making a transaction, or committing to something 
on the spot.  Take time to do your research.  Seek 
advice from trusted friends, family members or 
independent professional advice services before 
making a significant financial decision.  Even 
genuine investment schemes can be high risk.  Use 
a financial advisor accredited by the Financial 
Conduct Authority.  Paying for professional advice 
may seem like an unnecessary expense, but it will 
help prevent you from being scammed.  Use the 
FCA’s register to check if a company is regulated. If 
you deal with a firm or individual that isn’t regulated, 

you may not be able to get your money back if 
something goes wrong and its more likely to be a 
scam.  Don’t assume it’s real, just because a 
company has a glossy website and glowing reviews 
from ‘high net worth’ investors, does not mean it is 
genuine.  Fraudsters will go to great lengths to 
convince you they are not a scam.  Do NOT provide 
your identity documents.  These fake trading 
platforms will request proof of your identity.  They 
will tell you this is to comply with anti-money 
laundering regulations; however, the criminals will 
use your details to sign up for accounts with other 
services in your name without your permission.  Do 
NOT allow anyone remote access to your computer. 
You may be asked to download software such as 
Any Desk or TeamViewer. 
 

Be cautious of bank transfers.  There’s very little you 
can do to get your money back if you’ve made the 
transfer.  Remember, if something sounds too good 
to be true - it probably is.  Reporting Fraud:  If you 
think you’ve been a victim of an investment fraud, 
report it to Action Fraud online at 
www.actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 
2040.  For more information about investment fraud, 
visit www.fca.org.uk/scamsmart Message Sent By 
Jonny Birkin (Police, Media, Media team) 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Launches Protect Your 
Pa$$W0rD Campaign with 3 Quick Steps 

As we spend more time at home and on our online 
devices, over 1/3 (34%) of people say that they’re 
more concerned about cybercrime than physical 
crime and a startling 1 in 5 people are a victim of 
cybercrime!  You could be more at risk than you 
might think.  If strengthening your passwords is 
something you keep putting off, or you feel 
overwhelmed by the sea of online security 
information, you’re not alone. 
 

PROTECT YOUR Pa$$W0Rd in 3 Easy Steps 
1.  Create a separate password for email accounts 
2.  Use Three random words 
3.  Turn on two-factor authentication (2FA) 
To find out more about how to do each step visit our 
Password Protection page on our website. 
 

But we won’t stop there!  Whilst taking those 3 easy 
steps will go a long way to protecting yourself online, 
we want to protect not just you but your whole 
community!  To do this, we are asking you to spread 
the word and help protect your family, friends, 
colleagues and neighbours by sharing these 3 easy 
steps with 3 others.  To share with others, you can 
forward this email to at least 3 of your friends, share 
the information from our Password Protection page 
in your local newsletter, or share our campaign on 
your social media channels using our Protect your 
Pa$$W0Rd Campaign Pack, and for those that 
think ‘it won’t happen to me’ we want to shock them 
into action, so that they realise how prevalent the 
problem is, even amongst young people.  For more 
information contact Deborah Waller on 
deborah.waller@ourwatch.org.uk  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hY6gfmJAG-Y
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
http://www.fca.org.uk/scamsmart
mailto:deborah.waller@ourwatch.org.uk
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THE UN-PC PAGES 
 

A Submariner, Jesus, and the Pope were 
walking through Pompey after a run ashore, when 
they came to the Gosport Ferry, which had a sign 
up saying next Ferry 08:00hrs.  ‘Follow me’ said 
Jesus and walked across the water.  The 
Submariner followed and walked across the 
water.  However, when the Pope followed them, 
he went straight under and came up spluttering’ 
saying, ‘How can this be’ he said in despair?  
Jesus turned to the Submariner and grinned and 
laughed.  ‘Shall we tell him about the stones?’  To 
which the Submariner replied ‘What Stones?’ 
 

Two Youngsters went into a large Branch of a 
Chemist and wandered around until they found 
exactly what they wanted, they put the large pack 
in their trolley and pushed it to the pharmacist’s 
counter to pay for the product.  The boys lift up the 
package onto the counter for payment of the box 
which they had seen advertised on the TV and a 
young shop assistant looks at them then at the 
product, politely asks the 
boys to wait a moment 
and asks her boss for 
assistance given the age 
of the boys.  The head 
pharmacist comes over 
to the young lads, and 
the ultra large pack of 96 
Tampons.  Hello, Boys 
he says, can I ask how old you are.  The oldest lad 
says I am 8 years old.  The pharmacist says and 
who are these products for?  The lad answers, 
‘They are for my brother here’, he said politely.  
‘And how old is your brother?’  The lad answered, 
‘He’s six Sir’.  ‘Oh!’ says the pharmacist, ‘And what 
does your six-year-old brother want with 96 
Tampons may I ask?’  The boy replied, ‘We saw 
the advert on TV last night, and it said that with 
these you can Run, Swim, walk long distances, 
and exercise with confidence, and my brother 
cannot do any of those things’. 
 

Dear Tech Support,  Last year I upgraded from 
Boyfriend to Husband & noticed a distinct 
slowdown in overall system performance, 
particularly in the flower & jewellery applications, 
which operated flawlessly under Boyfriend.  In 
addition, Husband uninstalled many other valuable 
programmes, such as Romance & Personal 
Attention and then installed undesirable programs 
such as Rugby, Football & Continuous TV. 
Conversation.  It no longer runs & House Cleaning 
simply crashes the system.  The system refuses to 
reset and reload, and virus checks are proving 
negative with no defects found despite the very 
apparent lack of power to the system.  I've tried 
running Nagging to fix these problems, but to no 
avail.  What can I do?  Signed, Desperate. 

A Woman sent a text message to her Husband.  
‘Darling, don't forget to buy the bread on your way 
home from work with your girlfriend’.  Husband: 
'What Girlfriend?’  Wife: 'Nobody, I just wanted 
you to answer to have confirmation that you saw 
my text.'  Husband: 'But I’m with the girlfriend right 
now, I thought you must have seen me?'  Wife: 
'What??!  Where are you?'  Husband: 'Near the 
bakery.'  Wife: 'Wait, I’m coming right now!'  After 
10 minutes, his wife sends another message:  
Wife: 'I’m at the bakery, where are you?'  
Husband: 'I’m at work. Now that you’re at the 
bakery you can buy the bread!!' 
 

An ex Chief WREN, wife of a 63-year-old ex-
Submariner asked him to go and buy her a packet 
of cigarettes.  The submariner said he would be 
happy to, he wanted to stretch his legs anyway.  
However, when he arrived at the shop, he found it 
was shut, so he went to his local ‘Pub to use their 
cigarette vending machine.  Arriving at the local he 
bought a pack of cigarettes for his wife, and then 
noticed that there was a pleasant atmosphere in 
the bar.  ‘Oh well, Friday evening after all’, he 
thought to himself, and ordered himself a beer.  A 
few minutes later, a beautiful 23-year-old woman 
approached him at the bar and began talking to 
him. They drank a few drinks together and ended 
up in her flat nearby.  After they had a lot of fun 
together, the man looked at his watch and noticed 
that it was 3am.  He dressed quickly and said, ‘My 
wife will kill me, do you have any talcum powder?’  
The woman gave him a Johnsons Baby Talcum 
Powder bottle, and he rubbed the contents on his 
hands before getting a taxi home.  When he got 
home, he his wife was waiting for him, shouting, 
‘Where the hell have you been for so long, have 
you been with another woman?’  The man 
answered, ‘Well, darling, that's what happened: I 
went to the shop as you asked, but it was closed, 
so I went to the ‘Pub to use the automatic fag 

machine, then I saw a beautiful girl 
there, drank a few drinks with her and, 
one thing led to the another’.  The 
woman folded her arms and said, ‘Oh, 
really? Show me your hands!’  Holding 
his both hands out his wife noticed that 
they were covered with talcum powder.  
To which she said ‘You're such a 
bloody liar!  You have been at the 
bowling Club Bar again, haven’t you?’ 

 

A Young Wife, being the romantic sort, sent her 
husband a text.  ‘If you are sleeping, send me 
your dreams.  If you are laughing, send me your 
smile, if you are eating, send me a bite.  If you are 
drinking send me a sip.  If you are crying, send 
me your tears.  I love you.  The husband, typically 
non-romantic, ex Matelot; replied: ‘I am on the 
toilet, Please Advise?’ 
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Here’s a List of 20 Top Xmas Cracker Jokes 2020 
 

I know Christmas may have gone by the time you 
read this, but how can you have the Top List Before 

the event?  Unless you are a Politician, I am Not!! 
 

1. What is Dominic Cummings' favourite Christmas 

song? Driving Home for Christmas. 
 

2. Did you hear that production 

was down at Santa's workshop? 

Many of his workers have had to 

elf isolate. 
 

3. Why didn't Mary and Joseph 

make it to Bethlehem? All 

Virgin flights were cancelled. 
 

4. Why are Santa's reindeer 

allowed to travel on Christmas 

Eve? They have herd immunity. 
 

5. Why did the pirates have to go into lockdown? 

Because the ‘Arrrr!’ rate had risen. 
 

6. Why is it best to think of 2020 like a panto? 

Because eventually, it's behind you. 
 

7. Why couldn't Mary and Joseph join their work 

conference call? Because there was no Zoom at the Inn. 
 

8. Why can't Boris Johnson make his Christmas 

cake until the last minute? He doesn't know how 

many tiers it should have. 
 

9. Why has Boris bought mistletoe this year? 

Because he was tired of being in the single market!  
 

10. Which Christmas film was 30 years ahead of its 

time? Home Alone. 
 

11. How do you play Dominic Cummings 

Monopoly? Ignore the rules, move anywhere on the 

board you like, and never Go to Jail. 
 

12. Why won't Santa lose any presents this year? 

He's downloaded Sack and Trace. 

13. How is the pandemic like my stomach after 

Christmas? It'll take ages to flatten the curve. 
 

14. How is Prince Andrew coping with the stresses 

of Christmas this year? Fine. No sweat. 
 

15. Why wasn't Rudolph allowed to take part in vaccine 

trials? Because they only wanted Guinea Pigs. 
 

16. Which Government scheme supports Christmas 

Dinner?  Eat Sprout to Help Out. 
 

17. How can you get out of talking to your boss at 

this year's staff Christmas party? Put him on Mute. 
 

18. How does Santa keep track of all the fireplaces 

he's visited? He keeps a Logbook. 
 

19. Who dresses in red and gives to the children this 

Christmas?  Marcus Rashford. 
 

20. Why did Mary and Joseph have to travel to 

Bethlehem? Because they couldn't book a home delivery. 
 

I am Concerned that my wife may have a drink 
problem?  I asked her to toast some bread for me 
for breakfast, and she raised MY wine glass and 
said ‘Here’s to Bread’. 

A Russian of the Jewish faith was finally allowed 
to emigrate to Israel.  At the Moscow airport, 
customs found a Lenin statue in his baggage and 
asked, ‘What is this?’  The man replied, ‘What is 
this?  Wrong question comrade.  You should have 
asked: Who is he?  This is Comrade Lenin.  He laid 
the foundations of socialism and created the future 
and prosperity of the Russian people.  I am taking 
it with me as a memory of our dear hero.’  The 
Russian customs officer let him go without further 
inspection.  At the Tel Aviv airport, the Israeli 
customs officer also asked our friend, ‘What is 
this?’  He replied, ‘What is this?  Wrong question, 
Sir.  You should be asking, 'Who is this?'  This is 
Lenin, the bastard who caused me, a Jew, to leave 
Russia.  I take this statue with me so I can curse 
him every day.’  The Israeli customs officer said, ‘I 
apologise, Sir, you are cleared to go’.  Settling into 
his new house, he put the statue on a table. To 
celebrate his immigration, he invited his friends 
and relatives to dinner.  One of his friends asked, 
‘Who is this?’  He replied, ‘My dear friend, 'Who is 
this' is a wrong question. You should have asked, 
‘What is this?  This is ten kilograms of solid gold 
that I managed to bring with me without paying any 
customs duty and tax.’  Moral:-  Politics is when 
you can tell the same story in different ways to fool 
different audiences, to allow you to look good in 
every way! 

 

Fact as Good a Laugh as Fiction.  Some Boeing 
employees on the airfield in Sydney, Australia 
decided to steal a life raft from one of the 747’s.  
They were successful in getting 
it out of the plane and home.  
Shortly after they took it for a 
float on the river, they noticed a 
Westpac Rescue Helicopter 
coming towards them.  It turned out that the 
chopper was homing in on the emergency locator 
beacon that activated when the raft was inflated. 
They are no longer employed at Boeing. 
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JEFF BACON © CARTOONS 
 

There is one other thing certain in the World apart 
from Death and Tax.  That is that a Submariner 
will forever be looking for an easier way of 
achieving a task no matter what it is!! 
 

THE TWO TIFFS 
One of the Two Tiffs dies, and goes to Hell.  
Dissatisfied with the level of comfort, he starts 

designing and building 
improvements.  After a while, 
Hell has air conditioning, flush 
toilets and escalators.  The Tiff is 
a pretty popular guy which was a 
new experience for him.  One 

day God calls and asks Satan, ‘So, how’s it going 
down there?’  Satan says, ‘Hey, things are going 
great.  We’ve got air conditioning and flush toilets 
and escalators, and there’s no telling what this Tiff 
is going to come up with next.’  God is horrified.  
‘What?’  You’ve got a Tiff?  That’s a mistake, he 
should never have gone down there!  You know 
all engineers go to Heaven.  Send him up here!’  
Satan says, ‘No way.  I like having an engineer on 
the staff.  I’m keeping him here where he 
belongs’.  God says, ‘Send him up here or I will 
sue’.  Satan laughs, ‘And where are you going to 
get a Lawyer from?’  Editor:  I confess I believed 
the story until God complained of a mistake, 
though I did believe it about the Lawyer!! 
 

CABIN FEVER 
A Homage to John Masefield’s ‘Sea Fever’ 

by Trevor Millum MNA Newsletter 
I must go down to the ‘Pub again, 

to the lovely bar in the snug 
And all I ask is a pint of beer 

and a dog upon the rug. 
 

And the hand-pump’s groan, 
and the barmaid’s grin, 

And the grey beard on the 
landlord’s face, 

and Aunty with a gin 
 

I must go down to the ‘Pub again 
for the call of the local cider 

It’s a wild call and a clear call 
that may not be denied; 

And all I ask is a friend or two 
with the jolly banter flying 

And a packet of crisps by my lips 
and someone else who’s buying. 

What is A Submariner 
A Submariner is not born, he is made out of 
leftovers!  God built the world and the animals and 
then recycled the gash to create a dastardly 
weapon.  He took the leftover roar of the lion, the 
clumsiness of the ox, the stubbornness of the 
mule, the slyness of the fox, the wildness of the 
bull, and the pride of the peacock.  Then he added 
the filthy evil mind of the devil to satisfy his weird 
sense of humour.  A Submariner evolved into a 
crude combination of one of the John Dillinger, 
Errol Flynn, Beau Brummel & Valentino, a 
swashbuckling, beer swilling, lovemaking, Liar. 
 

Submariners like girls, rum, beer, fights, uckers, 
runs ashore, ‘Pubs, jokes, long leaves, his mates 
and his lifestyle.  He hates, officers, rounds, 
divisions, saluting, Middle Watches, naval police, 
painting the side, Jaunties, rough weather, storing 
the boat, his turn in the barrel and signing on!  A 
Submariner comes in four colours; white, off 
white, dirty and filthy, black from bilges, all looking 
alike under a tan and a uniform.  He is brave 
drinking beer, abusive playing crib, brutal 
defending his pride and passionate making love.  
He can start a brawl, create a disaster, offend the 
lay, desert his ship, make you lose your money, 
your temper and your mind.  He can take your 
sister, your mother, your aunt, and when he is 
caught gets his captain to vouch for his integrity. 
 

A Submariner is loved by all mothers, sisters, 
aunts & nieces; but hated by all fathers, brothers, 
uncles and nephews.  He has a girl in every port 
and a port in every girl.  He breaks more hearts, 
causes more fights and begets more bastards 
than any other man, yet when he is off to sea, he 
is missed more than any other!  A Submariner is 
a man, hard drinking, fast running, mealy 
mouthed son of a bitch, but when you are in strife, 
he is a strong shoulder to lean on, a pillar of 
wisdom, and a defender of the faith and cause.  
He fights for his mates, and dies for his country, 
without question or hesitation! 

This was a Submariner 
 

Editor:  We especially dedicate the last four lines 
of this 1970’s dit to Ken Holtham, Jack 
Winstanley, Judy Holland, Albert Birchnall, 
Charles Blakey, Bob Cliff & Mick Sharratt who 
it is admitted, some had more of these sailor traits 
than others, but ALL were loyal to their Oppo’s 
and Derbyshire Submariners and without 
exception sadly missed.  The recent passing of SA 
Leicester’s, John De’eth a long-time friend also 
prompts me to say we include many, many other 
submariners, not just OUR more recent losses. 

 

Do you Know Who was FOSM’s Chief of Staff in 
the spring of 1971 Dreadnought went to the Pole?  
Response to Terry Hall for forwarding to Friends of 
The Submarine Museum. 
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REMEMBRANCE 2020 
This Address was written by Rabbi Dr. Reuven P. 
Bulka, CM, who is the Honorary Chaplain of the 
Dominion Command, and The Royal Canadian 
Legion for their National Remembrance Day, 
November 11, 2020.  The alterations were only 
to reflect United Kingdom instead of Canada as 
the whole Prayer and message is applicable to 
most Commonwealth Countries throughout the 
world.  It is such a powerful message on 
Remembrance applicable in both War & Peace 
but also reflects on our Armed Forces Service to 
their Country both Serving and Veteran’s.  It is 
also a very appropriate Prayer for the end of 2020 
and the unknown we will have to face into 2021. 
 

We are here in this sacred place to remember and 
bear witness.  Though this is a year which many 
would like to forget, it is very much a year to 
Remember, and today, right now, is the time to 
give it our 2020 focus.  We remember, with 
renewed appreciation and gratitude, the supreme 
sacrifice that so from the United 
Kingdom and its dominations 
have made, and were ready to 
make, at sea, on land, in the air.  
We are grateful to the fallen, the 
wounded, the survivors, the war 
bereaved, men and women, 
Anglophones, Francophones, 
Indigenous peoples, veterans 
belonging to so many religious and ethnic 
communities.  Older and younger veterans, who 
are gathered today in virtual connection, but really 
in virtue laden unity, in mutual respect and 
admiration, we are suffused with gratitude to you 
for putting your lives on hold, and at risk, in order 
to eliminate tyranny and defend liberty. 
 

We applaud your dignity and bravery in battle; 
your selflessness, and your embrace of United 
Kingdom. We acknowledge you as true heroes, to 
whom we are eternally indebted.  Today, we are 
not at war, but we are in a battle for our individual 
and collective health and well‐being.  And we are 
in this battle together.  It is a battle we can only 
win when we are together.  Those of us who never 
really went through war now have a better idea 
today of what it means to be separated from loved 
ones.  Every one of us has been separated from 
loved ones.  We did not choose this separation.  
Circumstance imposed it upon us.  Our veterans, 
whom we remember today and always, they 
chose to fight for our country, for our freedom, 
knowing that it meant separation from family, in 
many tragic cases a permanent separation.  In 
war, one often confronts an enemy you cannot 
see, an enemy in camouflage.  It takes teamwork 
to overcome such enemies.  We know that it takes 
teamwork to win our COVID 19 battle. 

When care facilities were short staffed, whom did 
we call?  Our Soldiers, Sailors and Air men and 
women.  And who responded without hesitation? 
Without being deterred by the potential dangers 
they faced?  Our Service peoples.  And who once 
again delivered in a time of national crisis?  Our 
Service People.  Who joined the frontline against 
COVID 19, shoulder‐to‐shoulder with our heroic 
health care workers?  Yes.  Our Service People.  
Profoundly embedded in our collective memory on 
this unique Remembrance Day is the unflinching 
devotion of our veterans, a devotion that lives 
vibrantly in the hearts of so many devoted People.  
The Canadian National Anthem gives a tangible 
meaning to the declaration in their National 
Anthem that we will ‘Stand on guard for Thee,’ 
literally for every thee.  The same stands true for 
the Services in the United Kingdom where the 
term Serviceman or Servicewoman where it is 
often overlooked the Sacrifices the Services make 
on behalf of us all in War & Peace.  We remember 

today in a way unlike previous years, because 
today, whether or not we realise, we are all 
soldiers in battle, each with a defined role on 
Team United Kingdom.  That role, in general, is 
to save lives by acting responsibly, by following 
the model of selflessness and devotion set by our 
veterans.  Let us continue to make United 
Kingdom worthy of their ongoing dedication and 
sacrifice, a country defined by respect, harmony, 
inclusion, responsibility, and kindness to all.  God 
bless our Veterans.  God bless our Service 
People. God bless All those who Stand on Guard, 
All Champions of Peace, Safety, Security, and 
Tranquillity.  God bless the United Kingdom.  
Amen. 
 

RM Museum sold to Hotel Company for £4.5m 
BBC News 25 Nov 2020 

The former home of the RM Museum will be 
converted into a five-star hotel after being sold for 
£4.5m.  The building in Eastney in Portsmouth 
which closed in 2017 amid concerns over its poor 
condition and the risk of exhibits being damaged.  
The National Museum of the Royal Navy (NMRN) 

is planning a new museum 
at Portsmouth's Historic 
Dockyard.  Director 
General Dominic Tweddle 
called the sale a ‘huge 
milestone’ for the project.  

The building was purchased by Grand Hotel 
Excelsior International Ltd.  Helen Hubbard, 
speaking for the group, said the luxury hotel would 
bring employment to the area and ‘Preserve the 
building's historic attributes, appeal, and timeless 
décor’.  The ‘Yomper’, the statue of a RM in the 
Falklands conflict, will remain at its entrance.  Mr 
Tweddle said ‘He was delighted that the historic 
fabric of the building will be maintained. 
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NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK 
 

HMS Otus Manchester Visits. Great article on 
page 13 from Mike Kemp, I was on Otus for that jolly 
& what a jolly it was, what I can remember of it (a bit 
worse for wear most of time).  I did meet *Amy Turtle 
who stared in Crossroads if I remember correctly, 
she was one of the Distinguished guests.  I have 
attached a picture of our Football team back in the 
day, I am back row 2nd from left, could you please 
send this onto Mike to see if he remembers?  I do 
remember Mike not sure if he will remember me. 
*Editor:  Amy Turtle was a character in 
Crossroads.  She appeared from 1965 to 1976 and 
again from 1987 to 1988.  She was played by Ann 
George, who was born in 1903, so we have 
conclusive proof that our Chairman went ‘Granny’ 
chasing in his youth! 

 

Congratulations to John & Rita Sayers.  John 
Sayers let slip that he and Rita had celebrated their 
Fifty Sixth wedding anniversary, and as this was 
only the day before, thus I could only respond with; 
Congratulations, to both of you on your 56th 
Wedding Anniversary.  Wow, That's TWO years 
before I joined the RN in 1966, but somehow does 
not make me feel any younger!  Best 
Congratulations to both of you and enjoy your Take 
Away Celebration Meal on your Anniversary 
Tomorrow.  The email conversation was also 
shared with our DS Web Master, Jeff Dykes who 
was the RS on HMS/M Auriga when John was one 
of the Sparkers.  The news was given out to DS 
Members via a Stop Press when the DS Members 
December NL was sent out, and Jeff responded 
with:  Your Stop Press.  It really did make me feel 
old, very old, as we celebrated our 58th in August 
just gone, four year before you joined the RN, so I 
calculated that I was 28 when you joined, me having 
been in the navy for 13 years by then.  My next 
birthday registers me as being 83!!  Jeff Dykes 
 

Editor:  I find the general banter with DS Members 
on email & phone, where the humour has helped 
tremendously with coping with a year of Lock Down 
at home.  So, not only is it a pleasure to Serve DS 
Members as your Secretary and Treasurer, you are 
great Submariner Friends. 
 

My Wife & I have decided we do not want to have 
children.  So, we will be telling them all immediately 
we are out of Lock Down in 2021! 

Lost RN Film Track.  Terry, Very much enjoyed 
your latest edition, don’t know how you find all the 
news, and time to produce it?  But, Keep up the 
good work.  I think I missed the Channel 5 
programme on Submariners on HMS Vengeance, 
but it bought back memories.  It was while I was 
serving on the Trespasser 1953/4, or the Tapir 
1954/5, that a film crew came onboard and made a 
recruiting film called The Young Submariner.  It was 
the end of the month, so none of us had cigarettes 
left, and the producer wanted a shot of us indulging 
in our morning Stand Easy.  We made a pot (gallon) 
of tea, and crowded into the seaman’s mess to 
partake.  The producer was puzzled why none of us 
were smoking and asked the 1st Lt why.  Not 
satisfied with the response the producer asked if 
cigarettes couldn’t be supplied. We all cheered 
when he produced a packet of fags, but the cheers 
faded when he broke them in half. 
For the first time ever, I tried to google to see if the 
film track was on-line, but the nearest I got was a 
Haynes workshop manual on 1945 submarines! 
Any ideas how I could find that film track and if it is 
available anywhere?  Peter J 
Editor:  Do any readers know if it is possible to 
access old MoD made films for recruiting or news 
purpose such as the one Peter mentions.  I 
remember being in one in the mid 1960’s when HMS 
Fearless did an extensive ‘Gas Attack’ exercise 
down at Portland running shut down for over a week 
which was all done on film!  I particularly liked the 
out-takes like the Bofor Guns Crew all fully dressed 
in NCBD Suits and lifting his gas mask up to have a 
sip of his tea from a tin mug! 
 

HMS Ocelot  Evidence of the 
move of the RNSM collection 
from the decaying Torbay 
Building at the old Dolphin 2, 
to Storehouse 12 specialist 
holding and treatment centre 
in Portsmouth Naval Base 
(PNB).  This is Snoopy the 
Ocelot (The Mascot of the 
Submarine that name) being 
packed with acid free tissue 
ready for transfer. 
 

The Submariner Memorial Appeal Surfacing Draw 
Thank you very much for your support and all the 
kind and supportive messages you have left.  To 
continue our fundraising, we have now launched a 
raffle, we call it ‘The Surfacing Draw’.  Submarines 
on patrol often raise money throughout their time 
away with a raffle drawn on surfacing on the last 
day.  There is always a star prize and ours is a 
fantastic week’s holiday for 4 Lanzarote with flights 
from your local airport. Tickets cost just £2.00 and 
all the proceeds from the draw go, of course, 
towards the appeal.  Check out the details and enter 
at https://www.submarinermemorial.uk/win-a-week-
in-lanzarote-for-four/ 

https://www.submarinermemorial.uk/win-a-week-in-lanzarote-for-four/
https://www.submarinermemorial.uk/win-a-week-in-lanzarote-for-four/
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Soviet Subs Article Dec.  Hi Terry, Good News 
letter, interesting collection of world naval thinking 
(and spending!)  My only comment is that the term 
used Bastion is an old Red Navy one from the Cold 
War.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bastion_(naval). 
The Red Navy, amongst other thing, took the 
successful diesel Foxtrot (depending who is 
commenting, but Cdr Jeff Tall (former director of 
RNSM and a nuclear submarine captain) in his book 
Submarines & Deep-Sea Vehicles, Pge 138) gives 
the boat a large two-page pictorial spread and 
comments, ‘They were highly successful & reliable 
and were deployed worldwide, 1960's and 1970's’ 
 

Now the thing is The Soviet designation of this Class 
was Project 641B and it was also known as the Som 
(Catfish) class.  The first of the class was completed 
in 1972 at Gorky.  A total of 18 were built in two 
slightly different versions.  The later type was 
several metres longer than the first, possibly 
because of the installation of ASW missile 
equipment. Here is a useful web site  
https://military.wikia.org/wiki/Tango-
class_submarine, that though it doesn't mention 
Bastion, it does describe the area the Russians 
intended to defend and called Bastion (not a 
particularly modern term, merely describes a 
defensible area) building the Tango by developing 
and altering the long-range Foxtrot to suit the 
defensive role.  There is a Tango preserved in the 
river at Moscow.  My point is the use of the word 
Bastion is incorrectly used, in reverse in fact, and 
smacks of propaganda to me.  In my view it tries to 
justify spending money on ‘out of date’ carriers in 
this missile and satellite world that the Russians are 
known to be developing.  They are distracting the 
West by sending out conventional submarines, but 
to do what??? 
 

The close interlocking of the RN & USN, is 
disturbing.  If it continues the UK will end up doing 
as a man like Trump says.  Biden may well prove 
reasonable. but in the future another Trump could 
take over the command of US services.  I am proud 
of my time in RN submarines, but much of what is 
in print today (electronic) is quite disturbing.  But my 
future in which to worry is not lengthy.  I said to my 
son, ‘Not many people live to be 90’, he replied, 
‘Even less live to 92 Dad!’ 
 

Well, there you are to cheer us up in these dreary 
days.  Obviously don't expect you to ‘Publish my 
obscure views, which have been built up over 
decades of studying diesel submarines in the post 
WW2 era.  By the way you are right about JP, I told 
him, put it all in a book that will live on, it is time to 
let go.  We both know he can't win in these days!  
 

Thanks again for the jokes, always send one to my 
doctor who enjoys them.  All the best and thanks 
again.  Peter H NZ 
 

Chaddesden Park Memorial.  Each year many of 
us attend the Annual Chaddesden Park Children’s 
Service held at the War Memorial in the Park. 

  Started by the Late ex RN Burma Star, Harry 
Mycroft many years ago.  Over the years this 
Service of Remembrance has been embraced by 
the Local Schools and on the demise of Harry the 
Friends of Chaddesden Park have taken over the 
running of the Service which has seen as many as 
eight local Schools represented and often over 300 
or more school children participating in the Service. 

Thence, led by we with 
Standards and the vets the 
children with an ex-Service 
Member I/C leave the Tennis 
Courts and march past the 
Memorial for a Wreath Laying 
with up to six ex Service 
Standards and many veterans 
and Derby & District ex 
Servicemen and women paying 

their respects and clapping the children for their 
efforts.  A small cup is awarded to the School who 
in the opinion of the Chair of the D&DExSvc Assn 
were the smartest school and ALL schools have 
won this trophy at least once!  2020, of Course 
could not take place on the scale of ‘normal’ but 
BZ (Well done in Naval language) to all the Friends 
of Chaddesden Park who not only raised the 
money for Poppy Appeal so all the School Wreaths 
could be laid on behalf of the School Children in 
Remembrance but the Friends also carried out a 
short service, fully distanced in Remembrance. 
 

Sadly, the hundreds of school children missing from 
the Annual Remembrance Service & Parade.  
Barbara the Chair of Friends conducts the Service 
with I am 100% sure, Harry Mycroft clapping in 
support from above.  We Will Remember Them. 

 

In Memory of Sue Horton.  Such a sad occasion but 
despite many of us ‘At Risk’ and unable to attend 
Sue’s Funeral on Friday 20 Nov 2020 at Swanwick 
Crem, and despite the 
restrictions of only 30 attendees 
permitted it was pleasing to be 
advised Colin, Stan & Karen 
could pay their respects & 
remember Sue as Isobel & 
Brenda Sick on thus Kevin also 
unable to attend. as well as 
support Max on his terrible loss.  
Karen advised ‘Sue's funeral 
was a really lovely celebration 
of her life!  First tune was ‘Another One Bites the Dust’ 
& the Last song was Bob Marley’s, ‘Don’t Worry, 
Everything is going to be Alright,  Sue to a T!  Karen 
S.Photo:  Max, Sue, Isobel & Colin at the Poppy 
Fountain in Derby in happier times of July 2017. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bastion_(naval)
https://military.wikia.org/wiki/Tango-class_submarine
https://military.wikia.org/wiki/Tango-class_submarine


 9 

Mick Sharratt.  Terry, I was very sorry to hear Mick 
had passed away.  He was a bit of a character.  I’ll 
never forget that Christmas dinner, when we were 
all cursing Mick for not turning up, then a couple of 
days later I had a stroke and found him in the City 
Hospital where Mick had been rushed into a couple 
of days before, having suffered a similar fate to me 
that found both of us in what is now Derby Royal.  
I’d be quite happy to go to his funeral and Pipe him 
over the side if somebody could take me/us there.  
Editor: I Remember it well, and the earful I got as I 
on receipt of Peter’s phone call on Christmas Day 
2009, thus, I went into Derby to visit both Peter and 
Mick on receipt of Peter’s phone call saying where 
he was, and saying to me ‘You will never guess who 
is in here with me?’  Both, had suffered strokes. 
 

Continued from Page 1 Column 2 
Sadly, with CV Level 3 in force, it is up to Members 
whether or not they can attend the funeral consulting 
with Mick’s brother, Tim through me, to conform with 

the restrictions.  We will not put 
pressure on any member to 
attend in our ‘official’ capacity 
as DS (or even SA). That’s the 
way it is at the moment.  The 
details for ‘Track & Trace’ will 
be name, Tel, email & Address 
forwarded to Terry to pass to 
Tim.  Tim will have the final say 
as only a maximum number of 

30 allowed at present, and that could change!  DS 
does have volunteers to attend.  Unfortunately, with 
Level 3 we cannot organise lifts for anyone to get to 
the chosen funeral location, nor at the present time 
do we know the date, but details will be issued ASAP, 
but may even be in the New Year?  
 

Three cars of us went to Barrow in Furness in 2010 
to visit our Derby’s adopted submarine, Ambush in 
build in Barrow, a visit which was organised and 
hosted by our liaison officer, the WEO, Lt Cdr Ian 
Molyneaux.  On that same visit we were able to 
witness from close quarters HMS/M Astute leaving 
Barrow for the first time in atrocious weather.  Mick 
was fascinated and very knowledgeable on nuclear 
engineering and he was renowned for his 
photographic memory, especially reading a 
technical manual once and knowing it without 
referral.  On this visit we also found that Mick was a 
proficient navigator of the longest cul-de-sac in the 
world from the M6 motorway to Barrow in Furness.  
He navigated by ‘‘Pubs’ and not only knew the name 
of every ‘Pub enroute, but the names of every 
landlady, and a good proportion of the landlords 
too!!  The only mistake I remember was when John 
Sayers Satnav he had brought to aid us declared 
‘You are in a field, Do a U-Turn’ and Mick said he 
had told us to turn before getting on this new road 
which we later found had just opened that week thus 
the satnav showed us off course in a black area!   
 

Funeral Details:  At the time of going to Press no 
details due to delays and CV restrictions, I will advise. 

RNA NEWS – WIGSTON BRANCH NL 
December 2020   Editor John Simpson 

 

I am privileged to receive the Leic RNA monthly 
newsletter sadly this month with the 
first page obituary announcing ‘That 
our much-respected Standard 
Bearer, shipmate John De`eth 
Crossed the Bar on Weds 11st Nov 
2020.  John was also well known as 
the Leicester SA Secretary & until ill 

health a regular SA Standard Bearer.   
 

John S also had an article in the Leic RNA 
Newsletter on Rick Jolly’s Jackspeak and Royal 
Navy expressions thus I emailed him to pass on my 
condolences on John D’s passing and made the 
following comments on the article titled: 
 

The Show a Leg article interested me as I have two 
copies of ‘Jackspeak’, both given 
to me as gifts by the author, Rick 
Jolly.  The original version 1st Issue 
given to me by Rick Jolly and 
autographed by him 1989 in 
appreciation of using my Jack's 
Not so Concise Dictionary the 
2nd Submarine Sqn Night 
Standing Orders with approx 
1,200 Naval word meanings.  But 

as Rick stated in his thank you, ‘I have to tone your 
versions down to get it ‘Published’.  My first entry was 
‘Adrift’ meaning Late for Work, this was followed by 
Adrift to F**; meaning Very Late for Work etc.  I was 
serving down the hole at the time on an exercise for 
CTF 345, my first ever Comcen shore base since 
joining the RN in 1966 and met up with another Senior 
Rate who I had joined up with who had, had two ships, 
one for a year and one for six months to qualify for his 
rate, and five Comcen Drafts married accompanied 
but he was a Skimmer.  This copy is also autographed 
by Rick as well as Ian Fraser VC DSC, who at the time 
was our last surviving Submariner VC and also 
Tommy Gould VC RN who I met on several 
Submariner Reunion and other occasion.  I treasure 
both these books and refer to them regularly  
 

I also have a Hard Back Jackspeak, I believe is the 
last edition ‘Published given to me by Rick which he 
signed saying; For Terry Hall, with respect and 
admiration for all his work for the Derbyshire 
Submariners, Go Deep! Rick Jolly 2014’.  We had 
invited Rick to be the DS Guest Speaker at our Traf 
Dinner, and we spoke on the phone when he sadly 
had to decline our offer on ill health grounds, and 
sadly passed away very shortly after this 
conversation.  His biography book is well worth a 
read on his amazing works for Friend & Foe in the 
Falklands.  John, Keep up the good work mate on 
the Leic Newsletter, Have a Good 'Un or as best you 
can in these strange times and at 12:30 tomorrow I 
will crack my Black Tot Day Bottle Birthday Present 
from my daughter and Drink the first Tot (Splicers) 
in Memory of John De’eth, a good friend to many, 
who will be sadly missed.  Resurgam 
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The Following Message has Been Passed For 
Wide Distribution to The Submarine Family: 

Email 25 November 2020 
 

From Commodore J Le S Perks CBE Royal 
Navy, Commodore of the Submarine Service 

 

Friends and Colleagues, 
COMMODORE SUBMARINE SERVICE UPDATE 

 

Introduction  As the head of the Submarine Service 
and Commander of the Submarine Flotilla, I wanted 
to reach out to colleagues, friends and supporters of 
our organisation to provide an update on the good 
work and activity that has been initiated following a 
change in the organisational structure of the 
Submarine Service.  In line with the overall Royal 
Navy transformation process, the Submarine 
Service has continued to evolve.  When Rear 
Admiral John Weale retired from his position as 
Rear Admiral Submarines (RASM), the position of 
Head of the Fighting Arm was reassigned under my 
organisation.  Thus, we have now instituted a 
revised command structure for the Submarine 
Service headed up by me as Commodore of the 
Submarine Service (COSM).  During these 
unprecedented times, we are working within the 
restrictions imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic and 
we have continued to maintain submarine 
operational output despite these challenges.  We 
have had all three operational SSBNs at sea, Two 
T-boats at very high readiness and HMS Audacious 
powering through her sea trial programme.  Against 
this backdrop much has also been achieved in our 
supporting activity, the main aim of which is to 
provide further support to our submarine community 
and I provide a brief run through of the exciting 
initiatives that have been put in place below. 
 

Commodore of the Submarine Service (COSM) 
COSM, through the organisation’s Chief of Staff has 
re-invigorated a more inclusive and wider 
management structure representing not only the 
serving community, but also various veteran and 
charity organisations, families and associated 
support organisations. Much already exists to 
support the submariner in their job, however we are 
now concentrating on building ‘home resilience’. To 
enable a modern submariner to be effective at work, 
they need a firm base. This ‘home resilience tool’ is 
supported by three legs, ‘reactive support’ such as 
welfare, medical or mental health; ‘ongoing support’ 
such as facilities, events and challenges, and ‘esprit 
de corps’ which includes a collective identity, 
uniform, heritage and commemoration. In support of 
this, much specific work is now underway. 
 

Submarine Fund (SMF)  This fund has been 
established under the umbrella of the Royal Navy 
and Royal Marines Charity (RNRMC). The objective 
is to promote the well-being of submariners, the 
ethos of the service and submarine heritage. 
Following its inauguration and soft launch in April 
under the chairmanship of Rear Admiral John 
Weale, a hard launch is planned for early next year. 

As it establishes itself and RNRMC develop its web 
presence under their updated IT system, it is aiming 
to be fully functional by spring 2021. A major 
aspiration is to have a streamlined giving system 
that will automatically provide contributors with 
membership to all the key submarine veterans and 
heritage organisations, which will be of benefit to all 
members of our submarine family. In the meantime, 
we are encouraging our people to support the 
charity through initiatives such as setting RNRMC 
as the selected charity on Amazon prime. 
The launch of the SMF and our organisation’s 
revised management process has brought with it 
the opportunity to bring together the organisations 
that currently exist to support submariners. COSM 
and executive boards have been created to 
coordinate the exchanging of ideas and information, 
aiming to improve our digital footprint and 
communications. 
 

The Submarine Flotilla Secretary  With this 
restructure, the role of Regimental Secretary was 
formalised and rebadged as Submarine Flotilla 
Secretary (SUBSEC). This role will act as a focal 
point for the submarine community, supporting 
serving and retired submariners in coordination with 
submarine charities and organisations in order to 
foster the submarine spirit and ethos. SUBSEC 
currently runs the submarine community mailing list, 
is the Project Officer for the Submariner Memorial 
Appeal and is assisting COSM in the development 
of the SMF. 
 

Submarine Family Resilience Initiative (SFRI) 
and Mental Health Champions  This is the most 
recent initiative launched by COSM. It aims to build 
on the work of the ‘HMS OARDACIOUS’ team, four 
Royal Navy submariners who became the fastest 
serving military team to row unsupported across the 
Atlantic Ocean, from the Canary Islands to Nelson’s 
Dockyard in Antigua. This momentous effort, which 
took 37 days, 6 hours and 40 minutes, raised over 
£100k to provide mental health and wellbeing 
support to the submarine community. The SFRI 
aims to continue to raise the profile of mental health 
in addition to raising the profile of the Submarine 
Service and develop partnerships that add value to 
our community.  Further to this, the COSM 
organisation and SFRI has established a mental 
health champions team, looking to harness and 
coherently work with a range of organisations to 
promote positive mental health to the submarine 
community. The team has been working hard on 
pushing the Headfit initiative (www.headfit.org) and 
is pioneering an offline platform of the tool that can 
be readily available for deployed personnel. 
Using the SFRI and ‘Oardacious’ experience we 
have conducted many webinar engagements over 
the last few months, pushing out a very positive 
image of the Submarine Service to important 
industrial partners. Similarly, through our 
engagement activity at COSM executive board 
level, we have shared military associated activity 
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that previously didn’t involve the submarine world 
with our families. One of these organisations is the 
Never Such Innocence Project 
(www.neversuchinnocence.com) which runs an 
international poetry, art, speech and song 
competition for young people aged 9-19, focusing 
on conflict and its impact. 
 

The Submariner Memorial Appeal  Although 
launched at a difficult time for charities, this appeal 
aims to establish a fitting memorial at the National 
Arboretum. Following a highly successful design 
competition, the winning designs have now been 
selected and will inspire three professional designers 
competing for the final commission. We are now 
putting a major effort into supporting the appeal’s main 
fundraising effort which will require over £300,000 to 
be raised to build and endow the memorial. 
 

Proposed Cold War and Maritime Heritage 
Museum Plymouth  The National Museum of the 
Royal Navy (NMRN) are currently further 
developing the Devonport Heritage Centre with the 
aim of raising the profile of the Royal Navy in 
Devonport. They are currently putting together a 
proposal for a museum that tells the Cold War story 
of Submarines and Plymouth based ships, based 
around HMS Courageous. We are watching with 
interest and standing by to provide support. 
 

Family Support and Events  In order to raise 
awareness of the support available to all members 
of the submarine family, a comprehensive and up to 
date Families Guide is in the final stages of 
production. This will reference the services and 
organisations which are there to assist our 
community in one family friendly guide. This will 
initially be released in a printed format, with an 
electronic version following in the new year. In 
addition to other improvements in digital 
communications, this should aid our submarine 
family cohesiveness and improve universal access 
to beneficial information.  Further to the existing 
support provided to families, plans are underfoot to 
bring our families and communities together with 
workplace-based Families Days and BBQs. 
Unfortunately, these are currently on hold due to 
pandemic restrictions, but will move forward as 
soon as it is safe and we look forward to bringing 
our community together in social setting.  The 
submarine birthday event, known as The ‘Gambit’ 
Dinner, is usually an extremely popular event in the 
submarine calendar but was unfortunately 
cancelled at the last minute. Likewise, the annual 
submarine ‘Oscars' award ceremony has been 
postponed until it can be rearranged, hopefully in 
early 2021. Future plans include establishing an 
annual submarine charity dinner, details of which 
will be promulgated soon. 
 

Submarine Ethos  To establish and maintain our 
unique ‘esprit de corps’, those entering the Royal 
Navy who have been selected and streamed as 
future submariners have been issued with training 
dolphins. These will allow them to stand out in the  

early stages of training as being a part of our 
exclusive club. These dolphins will then be 
exchanged for gold dolphins when they complete 
their formal submarine training. 
Submarine Family 
My vision is primarily aimed at making the 
submarine family a more cohesive, recognisable 
group with a strong community identity. From the 
first day a submariner enters their initial training 
establishment, through each life event they and 
their families encounter both in and outside of the 
service, they should be looked after by our 
community. I am determined to promote and help 
drive the initiatives referred to in this update through 
to completion and I am excited to see the benefits 
derived from them across the Submarine Service. 

 
ROYAL NAVY & ROYAL MARINES CHARITY 

SUBMARINE FUND (RNRMC SMF) 
‘‘Submariners are demonstrating how communities 
can and are helping themselves; the SMF model may 
influence how other specialisations and the RNRMC 
will evolve in developing closer ways of working’’  
Adrian Bell, Chief Executive,  The Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines Charity (RNRMC) joined forces with 
the RN Submarine Service and existing Submarine 
Service Family Member organisations to establish the 
RNRMC Submarine Fund (SMF) in April 2020, 
drawing on expertise from across the Submarine 
Community.  With wide SMF Board representation 
from across the submarine family, SA, We 
Remember Submariners (WRS), the Perisher Club, 
Friends of the Submariner Museum and Team 
Oardacious - the fund will deliver help and support to 
serving and veteran members of the Submarine 
Community and includes dependent family members.   
The Board has held 3 virtual Board meeting by Zoom 
since lockdown in March, has a number of 
workstreams and requests for support underway and, 
with the RNRMC and WRS, supported a request for 
funds from the Submarine Memorial Appeal.  The 
RNRMC SMF has funds, some specifically for the 
mental health and well-being of the Submarine 
Community; we are keen to support any and all 
requests.  When a request is received it is discussed 
and shared between Board members to ensure all 
Submarine Family members (e.g. SA, WRS, Friends 
etc) understand the request and decided how both 
the SMF and individual Family members can support 
to optimise contributions, efficiency and effect.  Dig 
Deep to help Submariners, past and present and 
get the RNRMC Submarine Fund off to the best 
possible start.  Visit:  rnmc.org.uk/donate  

Visit:  Donate | The Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
Charity (rnrmc.org.uk) 
 

Please specify in the Comments box that you wish 
your donation to support .  The Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines Charity is a company limited by guarantee 
registered in England and Wales (no. 6047294) and 
is a registered charity (no.1117794) and Scotland 
(SC041898).  Registered Office: Building 37, HMS 
Excellent, Whale Island, Portsmouth, PO2 8ER 

https://www.rnrmc.org.uk/donate
https://www.rnrmc.org.uk/donate
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PLYMOUTH COLD WAR CENTRE 
Ian Whitehouse  18 Nov 2020 

Editor:  Ian has forwarded on the following 
Update on the Plymouth Museum Project. 
Nine Weeks after commissioning a Crowdfunding 
page to raise £40K to conduct a Feasibility Study to 
investigate the potential for establishing a Cold War 
Centre in Plymouth, with a focus on the National 
endeavour during this period and specifically the 
unique roles played by Plymouth, I can report that 
the target has been reached much earlier than 
anticipated.  Many, many thanks for the support, 
commitment and enthusiasm given to this project, 
the level of interest demonstrated far exceeded 
expectations.  All funds are deposited with the RN 
and RM Charity, and I thank them for their support.  
Efforts are now underway to form a small project 
team to develop a Project Initiation Document to 
share with key stakeholder organisations (e.g. 
Ministry of Defence, National Museum Royal Navy 
(NMRN), Plymouth City Council (PCC) and 
Industrial partners), define project requirements and 
subsequently develop the Feasibility Study. 
 

The project now has a much-raised profile and the 
associated networking gained will help in 
completing the Study during the early part of 2021.  
It will be important that the Study can demonstrate 
that not only can the inevitably high capital costs be 
met but that future income generation will be 
sufficient to maintain the centre and a submarine.  

Equally important will 
be demonstrating the 
relevance, to modern 
*STEM subjects and 
the need for innovative 
engineering solutions 
to national and global 
challenges.  The 
challenges of 

operating, living and operating underwater for 
weeks at a time, independent of the surface in a 
nuclear submarine are a prime example of how 
technology, research, and design can deliver 
innovation and engineering solutions to complex 
problems. 
 

If the project is assessed as feasible, it is anticipated 
that its development may adopt a two-part process 
over a possible 10-year period.  One element would 
be to develop a Cold War Centre potentially 
alongside Plymouth City Council initiatives, while 
the other and longer element would run in parallel, 
making the case and preparing for Courageous to 
be made a focal point for both heritage and 
innovation.  Once complete the intention is that the 
Feasibility Study will inform potential Heritage 
Lottery and other bids for financial support in 2022 
and beyond.  The intent is to release a quarterly 
progress report, or as and when situations dictate, 
to the stakeholder community, with copies of the 
Feasibility Study released once complete.  2021 will 
be a critical fund-raising year for the Submariner 

Memorial Fund.  Any funds remaining on 
completion of the Cold War Centre Study will be 
donated toward that cause.  Once again, many 
thanks for your support and enthusiasm for this 
project.   J S Weale CB OBE  17 Nov 20 
 

* What is a STEM Project? ... STEM stands for 
science, technology, engineering, and maths.  
So, a good STEM project will intertwine two or 
more of these learning areas to complete the 
project.  STEM projects often focus on solving a 
problem and can be based on real-world 
applications 
 

Boris Johnson Promises Biggest UK Defence 
Investment for 30 years 

Financial Times & BBC  18 Nov 2020 
PM Boris Johnson announced a military spending 
increase which was said to be the biggest 
investment in the British Armed Forces since the 
end of the Cold War.  The £16.5b in increased 
spending over the next four years on top of the 
existing budget, which is £41.5b for this year and 
is due to rise by 0.5% per year after that.  It will be 
used to help upgrade key defence capabilities, 
though observers worry that the purchase of new 
or upgraded assets may still require cuts to old 
ones, as the MoD was already dealing with a £13b 
deficit in its equipment budget over the next 10 
years.  The spending rise was accompanied by the 
announcement of a range of new defence 
capabilities, including a new Space Command, an 
agency dedicated to the use of artificial 
intelligence, a new national cyber force, and 
funding for specific research and development, 
including for Tempest, the UK’s next-generation 
fighter jet development programme. The 
announcement was seen as a means of securing 
MoD funding and acquisition projects during the 
uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
though other government departments will likely 
see cuts and yearly reviews of their budgets. 
Johnson said that this signals an end to an era of 
defence cuts, extending British influence overseas 
and helping restore Britain’s status as the 
‘foremost naval power in Europe’, in part by 
deploying the new HMS Queen Elizabeth carrier to 
Asia in 2021.  Editor  However, with the Prince of 
Wales, now out of action until May 2021 that will 
no doubt gobble up a large amount of this money. 
 

Good Afternoon from Tala Cyprus  Just sitting 
outside in the garden at 1646, and reading your 
latest News Letter.  Many congratulations on a 
remarkable edition.  Happy Christmas to you and 
your gang in these most unprecedented times 
Yours Aye. Take care and stay safe. 
Dave Hubbard  Retired  Lt Cmdr RN MBE. 
Valiant, Porpoise ex OC SETT and Submarine 
Drafty.   Sent from my ipad 



 13 

A STATEMENT BY J.P. MISSON REGARDS 
THE TRUE LOCATION OF HMS/M URGE 

With reference to the Claim ‘Published in 
https://www.tvm.com.mt/en/news/wwii-mystery-
solved-hms-urge-discovered-off-malta/ and 
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/lost-submarine-
wwii-found-scli-intl-gbr/index.html and to its 
subsequent  ‘Validation’ in 
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/news-and-latest-
activity/news/2019/october/31/191031-ww2-
submarine-urge-found-off-malta.  J.P. Misson 
claims this Statement is about the flaws and errors 
in the Claim that the Submarine Urge has been 
found off Malta.  The Claimants and those who 
validated this Announcement made a crass error for 
the following reasons: 
 

1.  None of the sonar images or videos in any of the 
above-mentioned articles can show HMS Urge.  
The sonar images have been identified as being of 
HMS Pandora (Derrick, Stabilising Fin) and HMS 
P39, (Engine Room Hatch open, two Bollards on the 
stern) while the Video shows a U Class boat with a 
3’ Gun, when URGE, of Group 2, had a much 
different (12 pounder) Gun!  Note: All the technical 
details detected on the sonar images and the 
videos, disproving the wreck(s) can ever be URGE, 
have been notified in writing to both Navy Command 
HQ’s, Portsmouth and to the DSMA/MoD, London, 
as early as Dec 2019. 
 

2.  Their Errors:  They have failed to take into 
account what Historians (Ackerman,Rohwer) and 
Writers (Evans, Dancer, O'Hara, Clayton) all said 
and wrote of the demise of HMS Urge.  They have 
Ignored the Italian archival documents reporting the 
attack on a submarine at Marsa el Hilal on 29 April 
1942.  The documents had been found in Italian 
Archives, Rome, in the late 1970's and a copy had 
been forwarded to Navy Command HQ (N. Kelsall) 
in.2017.  They feign to ignore what the Catalogue 
National Archives and the Admiralty War Diaries, 
Kew, read about the Date of Loss and the Place of 
Loss of HMS Urge dated 29 April 1942 as 
Marsa/Ras el Hilal (Then Italian Libya).  They failed 
to play the Sonar Recording, Marsa el Hilal 2012, 
showing the wreck of a U Class submarine.  The 
memory stick has been at Bridgend City Council 
since 2015 and another copy has been consigned 
to the Defence Attaché, British Embassy Tunis, in 
October 2019. 
 

3.  In 2019 they want us to believe that the 1942 
Navy Assessment is still valid (that Urge had fallen 
foul of a mine off Malta) only because they have 
found the wreck of a U Class submarine, on the 
seabed, off Malta.  This Assessment by the Navy 
had emerged because Urge had not shown up at 
Alexandria as expected and because the ‘Enemy’ 
had lodged no claim of having sunk her.  Under such 
circumstances, a submarine was declared ‘mined’.  
The wreck of a U Class boat off Malta would not 
necessarily be Urge because Malta was the Base of 
many ‘U’ Class Submarines. 

It is preposterous to think that HMS Olympus would 
be the only victim of the minefields off Malta!  There 
were many ‘U’ Class S/M’s operating from Malta 
that never came back and that haven't yet been 
found elsewhere! 
 

4.  The chances are there are more wrecks of ‘U’ 
Class submarines off Malta than the one shown on 
the Video!  Because we have no vintage picture of 
HMS P33 it is difficult to confirm that the wreck on 
the Video is P33 but, this is the likely ID of that 
wreck.  This wreck is surely a War Grave but 
because it is fitted with a 3’ Gun it cannot be Urge!  
They made a regrettable mistake in ‘Publishing a 
profusion of different images (all claimed to be 
Urge!), particularly in ‘Publishing the sonar image of 
HMS Pandora and the ‘montage’ to match Pandora 
to Urge :  ‘P’ Class submarines were 87m long, can't 
be matched to a ‘U’ Class submarines, 58m long!  
The montage ‘Pandora=Urge’ reveals an intent to 
deceive because of course Pandora is easily 
identified on the sonar image from both the Torpedo 
Derrick standing on the deck and the trapeze-
shaped Stabilising Fin on the stern!  (the Stabilising 
Fins on ‘U’ Class Urge, were rounded).  This 
‘montage’ is therefore a Deliberate Deception, and 
it invalidates the whole Claim! 
 

5.  They thought that submitting their fake Claim 
through the University of Malta would give it some 
‘Credibility’ but, they gave no thought to the serious 
implications of a fake identification and fake 
whereabouts of Urge:  It is an affront to Urge’s entire 
Ships Company to pretend they would have sailed 
to Alexandria, 900nm. away, without the Torpedo 
Loading Derrick properly stowed away.  It is a sheer 
betrayal to pretend they were not at Marsa el Hilal 
on the morning of 29 April 1942 because this robs 
them of their act of bravery in engaging the Enemy 
with gunfire, while surfaced. 
 

6.  It is a serious wrongdoing to tell the Families their 
loved ones are off Malta when in reality they are of 
Libya!  It is an improper and a rather childish act to 
try and modify or conceal Historical Truth for one's 
own interest, because this type of Truth can never 
remain concealed for ever.  It won't be very long 
before the wreck of Urge gets to be photographed 
and videoed because her coordinates have been 
circulated: 32° 54' 43’ N, 22° 11' 32’ E, Depth: circa 
42 m.  This is all the more disgraceful because the 
expression *‘Mors Tua, Vita Mea’, sadly applies to 
those who remained entombed in HMS Urge. 
 

*Editor  Mors Tue, Vita Mea.  This is Medieval 
Latin, and it indicates that battle for survival, 
where your defeat is necessary for my victory, 
survival.  However, with a lot of Latin there is 
different interpretations including one which is 
The Law of the Jungle.  It seems to be ancient in 
origin, meaning ‘Your death, my life’ (or your 
death is my life).  Beyond the dramatic tone of the 
literal sense, this term is used when within a 
competition, there can be only one winner. 

https://www.tvm.com.mt/en/news/wwii-mystery-solved-hms-urge-discovered-off-malta/
https://www.tvm.com.mt/en/news/wwii-mystery-solved-hms-urge-discovered-off-malta/
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/lost-submarine-wwii-found-scli-intl-gbr/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/lost-submarine-wwii-found-scli-intl-gbr/index.html
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/news-and-latest-activity/news/2019/october/31/191031-ww2-submarine-urge-found-off-malta
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/news-and-latest-activity/news/2019/october/31/191031-ww2-submarine-urge-found-off-malta
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/news-and-latest-activity/news/2019/october/31/191031-ww2-submarine-urge-found-off-malta
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(A bit like Uckers?’) It indicates that that failure of 
one person is a prerequisite for the success of 
another.  It also seems to be a phrase that 
gladiators recited before entering the Coliseum in 
Rome.  If this is reality, this concept is completely 
turned upside down by Jesus, who teaches ‘My 
death, your life. This is the law of the altruistic.  
This concept remains counter-cultural. ‘This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you.  No one has greater love than to 
lay down his life for his friends’ (John 15: 12-13). 
 

I wish I had not looked up the meaning of the 
Latin now!  However, each person must make up 
their own mind, and interpretation and without 
being confrontational, Yes, We Will Remember 
the Crew of Urge, but it would be right and proper 
to establish the truth of this saga, and the true 
location of HMS/M Urge to fully pay respect to the 
Fate of Urge Crew. 
 

The 44 submariners resting in the wreck of this 
submarine made the sacrifice of their Life for our 
Life and Liberty, and for the Existence and Liberty 
of those who betray them today with a fake Claim 
and an improper Validation.  To deprive these 
Submariners of their Ultimate Sacrifice is a 
disgraceful offence.  How dare the grandson of Lt 
Cdr. Tomkinson mount all this fraudulent story 
only to protect his grandfather from some flimsy 
allegations that ‘he may have contravened the 
(sailing) orders he had received’ 
https://www.livescience.com/wwii-submarine-
wreck-hms-urge-discovered.html There was only 
one superior order, this was to ‘Seek and Destroy 
the Enemy’.  This is precisely what they were 
intent on doing.  The CO of Urge contravened no 
order!  The Commanding Officers in all Navies, 
are at liberty to choose their route! 
 

7.  The 44 submariners on board Urge were not 
lost passively to a mine off Malta on 27 April 1942; 
They were lost in combat with Enemy aircraft, at 
Marsa el Hilal, on the 29th of April 1942.  This is 
what is read in the files at National Archives Kew, 
and the validity of this source can't be challenged.  
With a Fake Claim and its regrettable Official 
Validation, these combatants have deliberately 
and shamelessly been robbed of their bravery 
and their merits, and the Honour they all deserve. 
Jean-Pierre Misson 

 

Friends of RN Submarine Museum Chairman 
Jock McLees  FoSM 14 May 2020 

Two members of the Friends have been 
approached by someone claiming that the discovery 
of HMS Urge by a team from the University of Malta 
is a false claim and that the MoD is wrong to accept 
its validity.  His claim has been ‘Published in a 
number of newspapers, as have his assertions of 
‘cover up’ and ‘lies’ by the UK MoD.  The reason 
behind these assertions is that he believes he had 

already found HMS Urge, but in an entirely different 
location.   A Summary of the current official status 
of HMS Urge can be found by anyone at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Urge.  A very 
detailed history of the submarine is available at: 
https://uboat.net/allies/warships/ship/3538.html.  
 

Following the posting of the story of HMS Urge 
(https://www.rnsubmusfriends.org.uk/remembering-
hms-urge-on-27th-april/) on the Friends website at 
the end of April this year, a counter-claim resurfaced 
from a Belgian source.  Jean-Pierre Misson is an 
amateur diver and wreck explorer who claimed to 
have found that of HMS Urge on the seabed off the 
coast in Libya.  The evidence produced included 
anecdotal from German and Italian records and 
archives, as well as printouts of side scan sonar 
traces covering the wreck.  Misson's claim was 
controversial as the submarine sailed under orders to 
proceed directly to Alexandria from Malta; the wreck 
position would have required her Commanding 
Officer to disobey his orders by diverging very 
significantly from the course heading towards 
Alexandria.  Whilst submarine Commanding Officers 
have been known to make such deviations in pursuit 
of a valuable objective in the past (and since), it was 
judged at the time that no such circumstances had 
existed that would justify putting the submarine and 
her company at such extreme risk - not least of being 
bombed or depth charged by our own forces. 
Unfortunately for M Misson, the waters of the area 
have been closed by the Libyan authorities which has 
prevented further exploration to attempt to identify 
the wreck he still believes to be Urge. 
 

M Misson has been energetic in his efforts to get 
official recognition for his claim, which goes back to 
2015, and is now determined to disprove the 
successful submission by the University of Malta. 
Misson's claims had always been fended off by the 
UK MoD pending further definitive proof from him 
until the claim by the University of Malta, with the 
support of the families of the Urge ship's company 
at the time of her loss, was agreed by the MoD in 
2019.  In confirming the Maltese submission, the 
MoD stated to Misson: ‘The Ministry of Defence's 
(MOD) stance at the time of the loss of HMS Urge 
was that it was most likely that she struck one of the 
mines that were laid in the approaches to Malta.  
The information submitted by the University of Malta 
and Mr Dickinson was scrutinised and the MoD 
concluded that lt seemed reasonable that it was 
most likely that the wreck they discovered, is that of 
HMS Urge. Consequently, the MoD's position 
remains unchanged, notwithstanding any claims 
from the media or other parties. The MoD will only 
reconsider its position upon receipt of indisputable 
evidence confirming or disproving the claim.’  When 
confirming its decision to M Misson in March 2020, 
the MoD further stated:  ‘The side-scan sonar image 
you have submitted is not conclusive evidence that 
the object in the scan is HMS Urge. Higher 
resolution scans and visual images would prove  

https://www.livescience.com/wwii-submarine-wreck-hms-urge-discovered.html
https://www.livescience.com/wwii-submarine-wreck-hms-urge-discovered.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Urge
https://uboat.net/allies/warships/ship/3538.html
https://www.rnsubmusfriends.org.uk/remembering-hms-urge-on-27th-april/
https://www.rnsubmusfriends.org.uk/remembering-hms-urge-on-27th-april/


 15 

beyond doubt that a specific submarine wreck had 
been discovered.’  The Mod goes on to refute other 
claims by Misson, which have been increasingly 
forceful with some even implying deliberate deceit 
by all rival participants. 
 

To be fair to M Misson, I can understand his 
frustration at coming up against the immovable 
colossus that is the British MoD defending a position 
already established.   And to be fair to the MoD, they 
do say that establishing the identity of an individual 
wreck beyond doubt is incredibly difficult, especially 
decades after being sunk by battle damage. 
However, because of the quantity and repetitive 
nature of M Misson's contacts with the MoD, he has 
now been told: ‘The Department will not be entering 
into further correspondence with you regarding 
HMS Urge, unless there is new and conclusive 
evidence such as high-resolution imagery and 
scans, made of the wreck sites after October 2019.’ 
Since then, Misson has been seeking support using 
any contact he feels may help him prove the 
legitimacy of his claim. 
 

There are also the families and friends of the Urge 
crew to consider.  They are satisfied, presumably 
beyond reasonable doubt, that the wreck identified 
by the University of Malta team is that of HMS Urge. 
Guy and I have been assured by them that the basis 
for the identification was a great deal more than a 
side scan sonar picture.  Indeed, the Friends have 
seen some of the images in the past.  Francis 
Dickinson has explained that he felt a considerable 
burden of responsibility to be assured of the identity 
of the wreck because he had a duty to his own 
family, but also knew at the time that others were 
relying on him for proof.  Whatever individual 
motives and pressures may have been, the family 
believe they know where the wreck of HMS Urge 
lies, and attacking that belief at this stage should be 
based only on credible science-based proof.  If 
Misson achieves such proof, he should present it to 
the UK MoD with the authority of marine 
archaeology backing.  The UK MoD has already 
challenged him to so.  Unfortunately, this is unlikely 
to happen any time soon because access to the 
area he believes includes the wreck he wishes to 
investigate is restricted. 
 

I leave until last one obvious omission from this 
discussion of this ‘Urge dilemma’, and that is to talk 
about Misson's motives for making a move at this 
point in time.  Is it concern that the families have 
been misled (as he declares), or is it, professional 
jealousy that his discoveries and theories have 
been rejected at the highest levels responsible for 
monitoring such things?  Whatever motives and 
emotions are playing in the background, the current 
situation places the burden of proof on Misson to 
produce more evidence from his discovery site, 
including clearer scans and high-definition imagery 
that will identify the wreck as a submarine. 

I recommend that the Friends should continue to 
accept the decisions of the University of Malta, the 
families of HMS Urge ship's company and the UK 
MoD on the identity of the wreck of HMS Urge, 
whilst acknowledging that this may be challenged at 
some time in the future should M Misson (or 
another) collect and display incontrovertible proof to 
the contrary.  I further recommend that members of 
the Friends Committee be wary of entering into 
discussion with M Misson on this topic as his tactics 
are well known to be to bombard his correspondent 
with multiple emails, documents and images, often 
duplicating statements and offering the same 
images with altered nomenclature in order to 
perpetuate discussion.  Regards   Jock McLees 
 

Editor:  A couple of years ago I donated my 
extensive library of over 300-400 books, between 
the Friends of the Submarine Museum and The 
Maritime Club with predominately Submarine 
related books to the Museum.  I only retained a 
couple of books including ‘The Royal Navy 
Submarine Service – A Centennial History by 
Antony Preston with my first edition of 2001 being 
most used as a simple well researched book.  On 
page 127 this shows an entry for 29 April 1942; Urge 
(ex P40) bombed by Italian aircraft in Eastern 
Mediterranean after attacking tanker San Giusto, 
two days after the claim date by the University of 
Malta and the definite recorded date of Urge’s War 
Records of leaving Malta?  The Web Site on RN 
British Submarine Losses states:  URGE  (Lt Cdr 
Tomkinson), possibly 29th April 1942, Central 
Mediterranean, 'overdue, presumed lost'.  On 
passage from Malta to Alexandria at time of 
withdrawal of 10th Submarine Flotilla from the 
heavily bombed island.  Sailed on 27 April, but failed 
to arrive on 6th May.  Explanations for her loss 
include mining off Malta on the 28th or attacked by 
Italian destroyer escort ‘Pegaso’. More recent 
sources suggest sunk by Italian fighter-bombers off 
Rasel Hilal, near Derna, Libya on the 29th; 32 crew 
and 11 passengers lost (Defence of Malta). 
 

This upsetting saga is very unlikely to be resolved 
as Libya is not on the most friendly terms with the 
UK and as MoD have declared it is for J.P Misson 
to provide further evidence that Urge does indeed 
rest off Libya and not Malta, which with the world’s 
countries at each other’s throats, and of course the 
pandemic; I cannot, sadly see happening.  JP, has 
gone to great pains over the years to honour these 
men, thus it is understandable his anger and 
frustration and as demonstrated his 
keenness to state his case on page 
13/14.  Some may say overstated, 
but I believe this report is objective, 
but the University of Malta with the 
backing of MoD, thus the UK 
Government is not inclined to my 
knowledge to actually refute his 
claims just ignore them safe it is unlikely ever that 
we will be able to confirm one way or the other. 
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Let’s Dive into the Confusion 
About the Israel Submarines 

20 Nov, 2020 
The submarines affair has been much written about 
and discussed, and it appears that there is a lot of 
confusion surrounding it.  As the former bureau 
head of the Israel’s Defence Force (IDF) chief of 
staff and someone who spent 31/2 in charge of all 
oversight of the defence establishment on behalf of 
the State Comptroller, I would like to contribute to 
the discourse.  As part of my work, I held hundreds 
of meetings with high-ranking officials in the 
defence and security establishment, from the 
defence minister to officials in the field, and they 
never made any claims about anything problematic 
in Israel’s submarines acquisitions.  The same 
cannot be said for other kinds of vessels, about 
which claims were raised over the Israeli Navy’s 
decision to switch from Korean to German boats.  
The years-long debate about the submarines has to 
do with the question of whether Israel needs a fleet 
of five or six submarines.  A submarine is a strategic 
tool, and defining the need for one is a matter of 
national security that is decided far above the head 
of the Navy, which is the one that actually operates 
them.  There are a number of operational and 
logistic considerations that serve as the basis for the 
question of how many submarines are needed. But 
one thing is clear: at any one time, only some of the 
submarines can be in the water, due to a variety of 
reasons having to do with maintenance, refresher 
courses for the crew, and the length of operations. 
Therefore, every additional submarine is significant, 
and doubles Israel’s operational power. 
 

Because the acquisitions are made with Israeli 
money, rather than American military aid, and 
money is scarce, there is no doubt an inherent 
tension between members of the military top brass 
when it comes to the best use of budget money.  An 
example would be the decision by former Defence 
Minister Amir Peretz, against the recommendation 
of the military, to purchase the Iron Dome system, 
or the Prime Minister’s decision to build a security 
fence on the Egyptian border, which after a long 
debate that cost us heavily in the form of tens of 
thousands of illegal migrants whose entry could 
have been prevented.  The question that needs to 
be asked in where the 7th through 9th submarines 
come in, and the answer is that those three are 
intended to replace Israel’s three oldest 
submarines, which have lower capabilities than the 
new ones.  The argument is about the timing of the 
replacement and the quality of the long-term 
contracts.  I have not come across any discussion 
about expanding Israel’s submarine fleet beyond 
six.  As for the sale of a submarine to Egypt, 
Germany, unlike the US, has no laws that mandate 
that Israel retain a qualitative edge over Arab states. 
Moreover, Germany does not need Israel’s approval 
to sell its submarines to Egypt or any other country. 
However, the two countries are talking, and Israel is 
doing its best to restrict the sale of submarines to 

countries it does not want to see gain prowess. If it 
cannot ensure restrictions of that kind, it wants to 
secure some kind of benefit, either in purchasing 
terms or in areas unrelated to submarines but are of 
diplomatic importance.  In that context, it’s obvious 
that there is, has been, and will be widespread, 
fruitful dialogue between the prime ministers and 
their teams, with each side trying to maximize the 
gains for their countries while eradicating possible 
dangers. You must understand – if Egypt budgets 
for a submarine, it will buy a submarine, and the one 
question is from whom? 
 
Russian Warship ‘Threatens to Ram’ US Destroyer 

RCN & The Guardian, 24 Nov 2020 
 A standoff between a Russian Federation Navy 
(RFN) ship and a US Navy (USN) destroyer 
reportedly occurred in the Sea of Japan on 24/11, 
after the RFN accused the USN of illegally 
conducting a Freedom of Navigation Operation 
(FONOP) in Russia’s territorial waters.  According 
to the USN, USS John S McCain conducted the 
FONOP in international waters in the Sea of Japan, 
and it did not confirm the RFN’s report that the 
Admiral Vinogradov threatened to ‘ram’ the McCain, 
and further rejected reports that the threat caused it 
to leave the area.  According to a statement by the 
US Seventh Fleet, under which McCain is deployed 
in the Asia-Pacific, McCain was transiting the Peter 
the Great Gulf when the FONOP was carried out, 
outside of Russia’s 12 nautical mile territorial sea 
boundary.  Though Russia claims the entire Gulf as 
its internal waters, the USN has conventionally 
pushed back against this claim, as it runs contrary 
to boundary limits under the UN Convention on the 
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS); although the US is not 
a signatory to UNCLOS, it has long maintained 
support for the maritime conventions set out under 
it.  This is the second time that USN and RFN ships 
have run afoul of one another this year, in January, 
the RFN surveillance ship Ivan Khurs came within a 
dangerous 55m of USS Farragut in the Arabian Sea, 
nearly colliding with the vessel. 
 

Taiwan Begins Building 
First Domestic Produced S/M’s 

RCN, Janes & Al Jazeera, 24 Nov 2020 
Taiwan says it has begun work on its first 
domestically produced diesel-electric submarines 
(SSKs) in a long-delayed bid to bolster the nation’s 
defence capabilities.  The Re’Public of China Navy’s 
(ROCN) existing submarine fleet is comprised of 
two 1980s-era former Dutch Navy Zwaardvis-class 
boats, and two 1940s-era US Navy Tench-class 
boats that are used primarily for training, but efforts 
to engage a foreign submarine builder for 
assistance resulted in little progress over several 
decades, as nations feared upsetting mainland 
China. A new submarine construction facility at 
Kaohsiung was recently completed and Taiwanese 
media say that the first of the new SSKs, which will 
be built under the Indigenous Submarine 
Programme, is expected to enter service in 2025. 
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These British Special Forces are Hunting 
Unmanned Russian Spy Boats 

Peter Suciu  The National Interest 1 Dec 2020 
Last month an unmanned ‘spy boat,’ which was 
apparently powered by solar panels and designed 
to avoid detection was found off the coast of 
Scotland near to Faslane.  You Need To 
Remember: One of those four RN submarines 
might not be all that hard to find as all the Russians 
or other adversaries may just need to monitor the 
tabloids as the HMS Vigilant (S30) was once again 
in the spotlight after her crew was caught up in the 
latest scandal.  More than 30 crewmembers tested 
positive for the novel coronavirus after the sub 
made a port visit to the U.S. Navy’s East Coast 
SSBN hub in Georgia.  The British military has 
several high-profile Special Forces units including 
the Special Air Service (SAS) and the Special Boat 
Service (SBS) as well as the elite Royal Marine 
Commandos.  Now another unit has reportedly 
been created to hunt for Russian military spy 
drones that are believed to operate in new top-
secret sites.  While the UK’s MoD hasn’t officially 
commented on the creation of the unit, reports in 
the media suggest the unit was set up after a 
mystery ‘spy boat’ washed up near the RN nuclear 
submarine base.  Naval chiefs, who recently set up 
the unit, had it deployed to HM’s Naval Base, 
Clyde.  The base is sited at Faslane on the Gare 
Loch, one of the three operating bases in the UK 
for the RN.  It is the naval HQ’s in Scotland and is 
home to Britain’s nuclear submarines, which are 
armed with Trident missiles.  Members of the 
newly-created team have been deployed to the 
waters around the base to track down underwater 
drones and other surveillance equipment that may 
have been placed around the Clyde estuary near 
the route the Trident missile-armed RN fleet would 
take to reach the open sea. 
 

Last month an unmanned ‘spy boat,’ which was 
apparently powered by solar panels and designed 
to avoid detection was found off the coast of 
Scotland, the Daily Mail reported.  While no 
country has come forward to claim the boat, the 
MoD has pointed fingers at Moscow, which has 
increased its presence in waters controlled by the 
Royal and U.S. Navy.  The fear now is that the 
Russian military could attempt to track and capture 
the unique ‘acoustic signature’ of the Vanguard-
class of submarines as they emerge into the deep 
ocean.  If successful, this could be used to track 
the submarines almost anywhere in the world.  
‘Capturing the acoustic signature is quite the prize 
in the cat-and-mouse game of submarine hunting,’ 
a UK-based defence industry expert told the Daily 
Mail.  ‘The Russians know our four Trident boats 
are a potent threat and knowing exactly what they 
sound like can help pick them out in a noisy ocean.’  
The case of more than thirty crewmembers testing  

positive for the novel CV after the sub made a port 
visit to the U.S. Navy’s East Coast SSBN hub in 
Georgia because the crew broke importation 
isolation rules and headed off to bars, restaurants 
and strip clubs; with some traveling nearly 200 
miles to Cocoa Beach, Florida & additionally, Lt 
Cdr Len Louw, a Weapons Engineering Officer in 
charge of the nuclear missiles, reported drunk and 
with a bucket of BBQ chicken when he finally 
turned up for his shift on the submarine, has rather 
broadcast to the world where one boat was! 
 

Defence Chiefs Plot Move to Take Control 
of Nuclear Sub Steelmaker 

Mark Kleinman,  Sky News, 6 Dec 2020 
Defence chiefs are in talks about a move to take over 
one of Britain's oldest steelmakers in an attempt to 

shore up the supply 
chain of Britain's 
nuclear submarine 

fleet.  Sky News has learnt that the Ministry of 
Defence (MoD) is holding preliminary discussions 
about acquiring control of Sheffield Forgemasters, 
which traces its roots back to the 1750’s.  Steel 
industry sources said this weekend that the MoD had 
enlisted the accountancy firm Deloitte to advise it on 
the talks with the privately owned company.  They 
cautioned that an outright takeover of the business 
was only one of a number of options being 
examined, and that any agreement was likely to be 
several months away.  If a deal did materialise, it 
would reflect an increasingly interventionist 
approach from the government towards the 
ownership of assets with national security 
implications.  The recently ‘Published National 
Security and Investment Bill includes more than a 
dozen sectors - including defence and military and 
dual use - where foreign ownership would require 
mandatory notification.  In 2015, Sheffield 
Forgemasters was approached by an unidentified 
state-owned Chinese company about a rescue deal, 
which was ultimately blocked by ministers. 
 

The south Yorkshire-based company's work for the 
MoD is shrouded in secrecy, but it is understood to 
make advanced steel components for Britain's fleet 
of Trident-armed nuclear subs.  It has struggled 
financially for years, with depressed international 
steel prices hampering margins amid weakened 
demand.  Sky News revealed in 2016 that three of 
Britain's industrial titans - BAE Systems, Babcock 
International and Rolls-Royce Holdings - had 
stepped in to underwrite £30m of bank lending 
provided to Sheffield Forgemasters by the American 
bank Wells Fargo.  That underwriting commitment 
is thought to have remained in place for several 
years.  In Oct, Sheffield Forgemasters said it would 
cut nearly 100 jobs, more than 10% of its workforce 
as a result of the coronavirus pandemic's impact on  
demand from commercial customers in industries 
such as oil and gas.  The company, which is now 
run by David Bond, a former BAE executive, said at 
the time that it was financially secure until 2022 as 
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a result of its defence work.  A MoD spokesperson 
said: ‘Sheffield Forgemasters is a strategic supplier 
to our programme and therefore we are in regular 
dialogue with them.  ‘It would be inappropriate to 
comment further due to commercial sensitivities.’  In 
a statement, Mr Bond said: ‘Our long-term 
relationship with UK Defence prime contractors and 
the MoD is based on the critical work we do within 
the submarine programme and we will not comment 
on matters regarding our defence work.’ 
 

The latest accounts for Sheffield Forgemasters 
International, filed in Aug, show the group made an 
operating profit of £1.7m in 2019, despite a major 
flood event and continuing subdued demand.  It said 
it had won £66m of new contracts during the year, 
driven mainly by defence orders, which it said would 
‘provide the core revenues of the group through to 
2022’.  An asset-based lending facility with Wells 
Fargo had been extended until the end of next year, 
the accounts said.  It was unclear this weekend how 
any acquisition of Sheffield Forgemasters might be 
structured, or whether it would incur any cost to 
taxpayers.  The company's private shareholders are 
thought to include Graham Honeyman, its former 
chief executive.  In recent weeks, defence chiefs 
have moved to take control of the Atomic Weapons 
Establishment, another key part of the nuclear 
weapons programme, by terminating a deal with 
private sector contractors including Serco, the 
outsourcing group.  Sheffield Forgemasters' origins 
are traceable to the 1750’s, although its roots are 
usually said to stem from 1805, when George 
Naylor set up the Millsands steelworks.  In more 
recent times, the company has had occasional 
brushes with political controversy when both Nick 
Clegg - then a Sheffield MP, and David Cameron 
were linked to decisions about government grants 
and loans to it. 
 

Raytheon to Provide High-Speed SATCOM 
Submarine Antennas for EHF/SHF 

Communications at Periscope Depth 
John Keller  Military Electronics 7 Dec, 2020 

San Diego, Satellite communications (SATCOM) 
experts at Raytheon Technologies Corp. will 
provide the U.S, UK, and Australian navies with 
high-speed SATCOM antennas for submarines 
under terms of a $90.3 million contract announced 
3/12/20.  Officials of the Naval Information Warfare 
Systems Command (NAVWAR) in San Diego are 
asking the Raytheon Intelligence & Space segment 
in Marlborough, Mass., to provide 23 Submarine 
High Data Rate (Sub HDR) antenna systems.  The 
Sub HDR antennas provide submarines with high-
capacity communications in the extremely high 
frequency (EHF) and super high frequency (SHF) 
SATCOM bands and enable reception of Global 
Broadcast Service messages.  The Sub HDR 
connects submariners to the above-sea world by 
giving them high-rate data multi-band SATCOM 
capability. Submariners deploy Sub HDR by raising 
a mast-mounted antenna above the ocean's 

surface, while the submarine remains submerged at 
periscope depth where the boat is difficult to detect.  
Related: Navy chooses RF and microwave 
shipboard SATCOM antennas from Trivec-Avant 
Corp. for small vessels.  The system can send and 
receive mission-critical information such as secure 
wideband multi-media, voice and data traffic, 
imagery, and video teleconferencing. Sub HDR 
enables underwater forces to participate in 
coordinated fleet battle group operations.  On this 
contract Raytheon will do the work in Largo, Fla.; 
Marlborough, South Deerfield, and Stow, Mass.; 
Fairfield, N.J.; Portsmouth, N.H.; Woodland Hills 
and Torrance, Calif., and should be finished by 
January 2024.  For more information contact 
Raytheon Intelligence & Space online at 
www.rtx.com, or NAVWAR at 
www.’Public.navy.mil/navwar/Pages/default.aspx.  

 

Britain's Royal Navy Is Set to Emerge 
As The Most Powerful Navy In Europe 

A.Kundu  Maritime Security  27 Nov, 2020 
Britain's RN is set to emerge as the most powerful 
Navy in Europe and UK's recently outlined plans to 
make Britain the leading centre of power in all of 
Europe, starting with the RN.  As the division 
between the UK's different nations grows 
increasingly, the PM emphasized the Shipbuilding 
industry to bridge the difference between the four 
nations of the U.K., with hopes of spurring a 
renaissance in shipbuilding across the UK.  
Addressing the UK Parliament, he said, ’If there was 
one policy which strengthens the UK in every 
possible sense, it is building more ships for the RN.’ 
 

From the mid-18th century, the RN was the world's 
most powerful navy.  It was an unmatched power and 
played a key part in ascertaining order in the British 
Empire.  It was exceeded by the U.S Navy only 
during World War II.  As of the 21st century, the RN is 
primarily focused on expeditionary operations and 
stays as one of the world's main blue-water navies.  
The UK defence budget is still the 5th largest in the 
world and the RN remains in the front rank of the 
world’s navies.  Strength:  The RN maintains a Fleet 
of technologically sophisticated ships, submarines, 
and aircraft, which includes:  2 aircraft carriers, The 
Queen Elizabeth class of aircraft carriers, including 
the HMS Queen Elizabeth and HMS Prince of Wales, 
2 amphibious transport docks, 4 ballistic missile 
submarines maintaining the UK's nuclear 
deterrent & 7 nuclear fleet submarines, 6 guided-
missile destroyers, 13 frigates, 13 mine-
countermeasure vessels 7 23 patrol vessels 
 

As of Aug 2020, there are 77 operational 
commissioned ships, that include submarines as well 
as one ‘static ship’ in the RN.  Additionally, there are 
13 ships of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary (RFA), besides 
five Merchant Navy ships available to the RFA under 
a private finance initiative.  As Britain's naval 
numbers began dwindling after the Cold War, can 
Boris Johnson bring about the renaissance in 
shipbuilding that he promised?   

http://www.public.navy.mil/navwar/Pages/default.aspx
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GENERAL BITS AND BOBS 
 

Christmas Cards. 
 

I would normally 
bring Christmas 
Cards to show DS 
at our first Lunch 
Club in Jan, and 
thence at the Feb 
DS Meeting at the 
Jubilee Club.  A 
regular card we 
have received for 
many years has 
been from our 
Oppo’s in 
Sheffield thus 
reproduced here. 
 

The Centre says:  
To all at Derbyshire, May the spirit of Christmas 
remind you of the strength and endurance of our 
special brotherhood.  So, keep smiling through 
and make this a very Merry Christmas.  May the 
coming New Year bring you health and 
happiness, From all of us at Sheffield.  One of 
the photos on the back shows a Feast to 
Remember obviously on a boat, wonderful and 
thank you to all at Sheffield for a lovely card. 

Roll on August 2021 & Hopefully a Double 
Celebration in a Sunny Guz Location! 

 
Mike Bennet the Editor of the PP Newsletter also 
wrote in his Dec Issue, ‘As fun time Christmas 
approaches, I thought we might have a bit of a 
giggle with my ‘Publishing for you a few sayings 
of notable ladies. 
 

I have never hated a man enough to give his 
diamonds back. Zsa Zsa Gabor 
 

I had a Rose named after me and I was flattered.  
But I was not pleased to read the description in 
the catalogue:  No good in a bed, but fine against 
a wall.  Eleanor Roosevelt 
 

Sometimes when I look at my children; I say to 
myself, ‘Lillian, you should have remained a 
virgin’. Lillian Carter, Mother of Ex US President 
 

From a Commercial Point of View, if Christmas 
did not exist, it would then be necessary to invent 
it!  Katharine Whitehorn  

Remembering the Cod Wars 
Dec RNA Port Philips Bay’s NL, Australia 

Here’s the Icelandic Gunboat Thor ramming HMS 
Andromeda back in 1976 when the problems of 
the 1958/60s had raised their heads again.  Back 
in the 60’s (my time) our own fishing fleet used to 
keep us well supplied with beautiful fresh fish in 
thanks for looking after them.  Mike Bennett 
 

 

Editor:  Not Submarine related, but A Tribute to 
All Trawlermen & Seafarers out at sea, 
especially at this time a year.  I served on two 
Icelandic Patrols in 1971 prior to going into boats 
at Dolphin in Jan 1972.  I was on Scylla, also a 
Leander like Andromeda and Rothesay on a loan 
draft in Jan/Feb on a pierhead jump, and this was 
my only ship in the RN that I slung a hammock! 
 

Making a Pussers Christmas Pudding 
(Including Rum of Course!) 

 

 

 



 20 

WORLD MARITIME NEWS 
 

Pentagon ‘Ghost Fleet’ Ship Makes Record-
Breaking Trip from Mobile to California 
RCN & USNI News, 10 November 2020 

The US Navy (USN) says that one of its unmanned 
surface vessels (USVs) recently made a nearly 
completely autonomous solo transit from Mobile, 
Alabama, to the Gulf Coast of California, via the 
Panama Canal.  The 59-metre USV left Mobile on 
18 Sept and performed some other tests in the Gulf 
of Mexico before transiting the Canal and arriving at 
its destination on 5 Nov; Navy officials say that over 
97% of the vessel’s navigation during the 4,700-
nautical mile voyage was done autonomously, with 
very few technical issues.  Two USVs, known as 
‘Overlord’, are test platforms built from converted 
commercial supply vessels that are being operated 
under the Navy’s Ghost Fleet USV project to test 
autonomous vessels for future USN use.  This is in 
addition to a pair of Sea Hunter medium USV 
prototypes that are currently being assessed by the 
USN’s Surface Development Squadron One 
(SURFDEVRON), which is working to assess USVs 
for operational use, and will soon take control of the 
Overlord vessels.  Officials say that ongoing tests 
are needed to increase the reliability of the USVs as 
well as their command-and-control networks. 
 

Chinese Long-Range Ballistic Missiles Struck 
Moving Ship In South China Sea: Report 

RCN & The Drive, 16 Nov 2020 
Reports suggest that several of the ballistic missiles 
China fired into the South China Sea earlier this 
year were aimed at, and managed to hit; moving 
target ships. Wang Xiangsui, a strategic 
commentator and former People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) officer, is said to have reported that one DF-
26B intermediate-range ballistic missile (IRBM) and 
one DF-21D medium-range ballistic missile 
(MRBM) had struck a moving target ship near the 
Paracel islands during the tests in August.  Wang’s 
remarks, which were made to a private gathering 
but were picked up by the Chinese press, are 
notable, as he is considered well-connected and his 
work has influenced Chinese military doctrine.  If 
true, this would be the first ‘Public sign that China 
has developed a working anti-ship ballistic missile 
capability, and both the DF-21D and the DF-26B are 
believed to utilise manoeuvring re-entry vehicles 
that could allow them to hit larger warships at 
ranges of 810 and 2,170 nautical miles, earning 
them the nicknames ‘Carrier Killer’ and ‘Guam 
Killer’, respectively.  Sources suggest that it remains 
unclear how, and how effectively, the PLA can track 
targets at sea and how ballistic missiles may be 
cued, but recent reports from the US Department of 
Defence suggest that China’s network of over-the-
horizon radar systems is growing, along with its fleet 
of advanced radar-carrying destroyers and maritime 
patrol aircraft, as well as its arsenal of DF-26 
missiles that could hold targets at risk well into the 
Pacific and Indian Ocean. 

Rare Electric Narco Submarine Seized in Colombia 
RCN & USNI News, 16 Nov 2020 

Reports suggest that the Colombian Navy uncovered 
a high capacity narco-submarine when its personnel, 
with the assistance of the US Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA), raided a boatyard on the Cucurrupí 
River earlier this month. The Colombian Navy said 
the electric boat was estimated to have cost USD 
$1.5 million, and would have been capable of 
carrying up to six tonnes of cocaine with a street 
value of nearly $120m. Observers suggest that most 
‘narco-subs’ that are interdicted en route to the U.S. 
carry around 1.6 tonnes and are only semi-
submersible, in that they travel very low in the water 
to avoid detection, whereas this new type is outfitted 
with hydroplanes that enable it to dive, at least 
temporarily.  It has been suggested that the electric 
drive would deplete the boat’s ten tons of batteries in 
about 12 hours, which would limit the distance the 
vessel could travel, and likely means that the 
submersible was intended to be towed to just outside 
jurisdictional waters, and would only complete the 
last leg of the voyage under its own power.  Experts 
have observed that similar designs were found in the 
past, and the fact that these submersibles continue 
to be developed, including more advanced designs, 
suggests that they continue to be effective means of 
evading detection. 
 

US Navy Awards Contract to Build and Test 
the First Two Columbia-Class Submarines 

RCN & Jane’s News, 06 Nov 2020 
General Dynamics Electric Boat has been awarded 
a USD $9.5 billion contract for the construction of the 
first two Columbia-class ballistic missile submarines 
(SSBN) for the US Navy (USN). The contract covers 
the construction and testing of the first two boats, US 
Submarines Columbia and Wisconsin, which will 
begin in 2021 and 2024, respectively. The USN is 
planning to build a fleet of 12 Columbia SSBNs, 
which will replace its current fleet of 14 Ohio-class 
‘boomers’ that will begin to leave service in the early 
2030s. Navy officials have stressed that the 
Columbia’s are their main procurement priority, even 
as the USN faces pressure to build up its full range 
of capabilities, including smaller surface 
combatants, unmanned surface and subsurface 
assets, and attack submarines. 
 

New Ships, Submarines And Weapon Systems 
for Italian Navy 

RCN & Naval News, 23 Nov 2020 
The Italian MoD released its Multi-year Planning 
Document earlier this month which details 
procurement plans for the Italian navy (Marina 
Militare).  These plans build on earlier programmes 
that are currently underway to construct eight 
submarines, Four, of the navy’s older submarines 
are to be replaced by a design currently known as 
the Near Future Submarine, and these faster, 
stealthier, air-independent propulsion-equipped 
boats may also feature a land-attack cruise missile 
capability. 
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DS THE WAY AHEAD 
Ponderings of Your Secretary 

This time of year, despite being a little quieter for 
Sept-Nov due to CV it has made no difference to 
the administration to me as Secretary in fact in 
some respects it has been a little worse as this 
time last year I was in recuperation from a 
prostate operation and my standard of work was 

obviously affected by my debilitating 
recuperation throughout Dec-Feb.  

However, no matter how tedious a 
job is, as the cartoon to the left 

demonstrates any job 
can be made more 
interesting, and, in 
my case, it is 
enquiries from 
members, and other 
sources and of 
course Submariners 

           sharing humour  
 

1.  2021 Socials. At the time of writing, even with 
CV Vaccines being applied, it sadly appears that 
even with the greatest optimism we are talking 
Spring before it will be safe to restart Socials and 
meetings again.  A large part of our members are 
in the ‘At Greater Risk’ Group, and we have the 
unknown factor of the lifting of restrictions over 
Christmas and of course parts of the population 
who still do not get how lethal CV is!  What I can 
assure you is as soon as it is considered safe, we 
will regenerate Socially as soon as possible. 
 

2.  Secretary.  My intention as the DS Secretary 
is as the last 24 years to start planning for the 
AGM in April.  Thus, in January, (early warning)  I 
will request the President, Chairman, Welfare 
Team and all members submit their Annual 
Reports to be distributed and ALL DS 
Submariners to submit: 
a.  Any Proposals, with Seconders for the AGM as 
is the normal procedure IAW the DS Constitution. 
b.  Any Nominations for Office.  If you are 
nominating another person, but please, ensure 
that they agree to this first.  If you are putting 
yourself forward as a volunteer, we will be happy 
to ask for a Seconder if you have not already got 
one. 
c. Vacancies All Positions Vacant XMT President 
are up for re-election Annually.  As our DS 
numbers have reduced from a group of 30 to an 
average of 25 Submariners over the last 30 years 
since I joined SOCA Derby in 1991, we have not 
been able to maintain younger members filling 
posts, and of special concern is the Assistant 
Sec, Treasurer, posts which are crucial to run a 
group such as ours. 
d.  Any Subject with a proposal or not, can be 
submitted to our AGM to be put on the Agenda to 
be discussed by ALL DS Members. 

3.  Treasurer.  As already reported, ALL bar one 
2021 Subs are in, thus as Treasurer will complete 
filing and updating of our excel work sheets and 
produce a full report to our two auditors.  We will 
need to discuss how we do things this year as it may 
not be feasible for auditors to meet to pass over all 
Treasurers information, Files, Bank Statements, 
paying in books and last years signed off accounts 
etc.  The good news in one respect is the accounts 
have only been about 50% as active as normal, 
hopefully saving ‘half a tree’ in paperwork?  Our 
average DS Turnover the last two years has been 
£6-7k and this year approx. £3k turnover.  This 
subject of how to deal with auditing this year will 
need to be discussed and decided with the two 
auditors and the President for a decision of what 
they wish myself as Treasurer to undertake to audit 
our accounts as usual?  I have spent five hours 
ensuring all accounts and paperwork, including 
excel and plain filing of approx. 60 bank statements 
to cover our four separate accounts.  Despite little 
Lunch Club activity and other socials, I feel as 
treasurer the accounts are ok, we just have not had 
the fun we normally would have! 
 

AGM.  I believe it may be prudent if we are able 
to make arrangements if the CV situation has not 
resolved to arrange a ‘Contingency Plan’ of a 
Zoom Meeting AGM?  I appreciate this will leave 
many of the stalwart DS Members who are non-
computer or IT users isolated and, in some cases, 
this is members who have not missed an AGM 
since 1980 except in 2020.  I can surmount one 
of the problems this suggestion could cause but 
not the second! 
 

i.  DS Zoom Meeting.  I have never participated 
in one and my only experience of Zoom Meetings 
is having watched one on TV, namely in the form 
of ‘Have I got News for You’, appropriate given 
what I have just said!  However, my wife has used 
Zoom for various keep fit and group meetings 
thus the good news we do have an ancient laptop 
set up to participate in a Zoom meeting thus I 
could participate.  However, I would be more 
comfortable if someone like your Chairman and 
President ran the On-Line Meeting if they are 
willing?  I know Colin is happy with Zoom having 
proposed it for our 2020 AGM.  Also, it would 
need All Members input as to the best date, 
time in good notice to advise all members in the 
March NL (Thus arranged by the beginning of Feb 
latest) 
 

ii.  MRU Zoom Meeting.  As stated, I will produce a 
Annual AGM Pack as normal thus ALL Members will 
have all AGM Information, Officers Reports, Agenda 
and either a written (Tick) box voting form for either 
posting in, emailing or getting a friendly pigeon to 
deliver it, there’s enough in Stanley!  No DS Member 
will be denied putting their view, or vote at our AGM 
as is the norm with all DS undertakings. 
 

Conclusion, It’s your Submariners Group; over to you! 
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Military to Make £1bn Cuts over Next Year to 
Plug Budget Black Hole 

Navy Net  9 December 2020 
This Report rather contravenes Boris Johnson’s 
Promises Biggest UK Defence Investment for 30 
years printed in the Financial Times & BBC on 18 
Nov 2020 yet three weeks later this is announced 
though I suspect the excuse is it is a different budget? 
See Report in this newsletter on page 12 Column 2. 
The British military is to make £1 billion of cuts over 
the next year in response to a defence funding black 
hole.  The move is part of cost-cutting measures 
implemented by the MoD to make in-year savings 
on a £13 billion gap in funding, evidenced by a 
National Audit Office (NAO) report earlier in the 
year.  It comes less than a month after Boris 
Johnson set out a £16.5 billion increase to the 
MOD's budget over the next four years.  The cuts 
include RN Reservists being suspended, training 
days for British Army reserves being scaled back, 
and alternative training plans for Queen Elizabeth-
class aircraft carrier, HMS Prince of Wales.  It is 
thought further measures will be taken by Christmas 
in order to meet the £1 billion mark. 
 

Royal Navy Reserves  Defence Secretary Ben 
Wallace has signed off a directive that will see RN 
reservists suspended for the first time, aiming to save 
£7.5 million.  The suspension is until April 2021.  Drill 
nights, training weekends and two-week training for 
the reservists will be ‘paused’, but they will remain at 
‘high readiness if needed’.  A total of 450 naval 
reservists, including 150 currently mobilised and 300 
on the full-time reserve service, are expected to 
continue as normal, however.  Facing anger in the 
House of Commons over the decision and the failure 
to notify Parliament, UK Defence Secretary Ben 
Wallace said service chiefs ‘make thousands of 
decisions’ throughout the year, and that the move 
would not have been delivered in a ‘single statement’ 
by ‘any government’.  Admiral Lord West, former First 
Sea Lord, was concerned by the timing of the call, 
with reservists currently supporting border control in 
the Channel and available to protect fishing in the 
event of a no-deal Brexit.  He told Forces News: ‘I 
think it’s a slight insult, bearing in mind that many of 
these men and women will actually suffer financial 
penalty as a result of this cut, because they’ve got to 
do a certain number of days to get their annual 
bonus, they won’t be able to do that.’ 
 

British Army Reserves  The number of Army 
reserves training days will be scaled back from 38 
to 32 and this is expected to save £11 million. 
HMS Prince of Wales  Plans for Britain’s second 
aircraft carrier will also be part of the MoD’s attempt 
to save £1 billion.  HMS Prince of Wales will not go 
to the U.S. next year for essential training as part of 
the Westlant exercise in a bid to save a further £2 
million.  Similar training is expected to take place in 
British waters instead. 
 

Royal Air Force Aircraft  The Royal Air Force will 
also be included in the planned MOD cuts. 

Civil Servant Recruitment  Recruitment of Civil 
Servants will be paused until the spring, saving 
nearly £9m in total.  It is expected this move will 
save £8m for the Army and £750,000 for the Navy.  
Last month, the Prime Minister confirmed the £16.5 
billion increase to the MOD's budget over the next four 
years, including specific details about his vision for the 
future Armed Forces.  The Government also said 
the extra spending could be as high as £24.1B over 
the four years when added to the Conservatives 
manifesto commitment of the 0.5% uplift.  A 
Defence source said: ‘The settlement received by 
defence was hugely welcome, but we know this 
does not solve all of our problems.  ‘We still have 
difficult and necessary decisions to make to address 
our financial position, and will not shy away from the 
responsibility we have to the taxpayer.’ 
 

RN & US Navy to Work Together on New Tech 
RN News Release  10 Dec, 2020 

The RN & US Navy have begun a unique joint 
enterprise to embrace and accelerate ideas and 
technology as part of a new chapter in the historic 
relationship.  The London Tech Bridge was 
launched this week and will see the nations work 
closely together to create new opportunities and 
build a network of partnerships between the 
defence sector, academia and the tech industry.  
The Tech Bridge’s initial focus in London will be 
crewless and autonomous technology, artificial 
intelligence, biotechnology and space.  It will be the 
central hub for sharing ideas and technology from 
both sides of the Atlantic, where they can be 
developed quickly and brought to the frontline using 
a network created with academia and businesses.   
The London Tech Bridge, named after the 
command platform on ships, will allow greater 
collaboration between the RN and US Navy and will 
act as a command post where innovation can be 
steered effectively. 
 

The idea is already well established in America with 
the US Naval Agility Office (NavalX) having 15 
locations it currently uses as Tech Bridges.  One of 
the latest ones in London is its first overseas and 
was announced at last month’s Atlantic Future 
Forum, held on board HMS Queen Elizabeth at 
Portsmouth Naval Base.  Vice-Admiral Hine said: 
‘The London Tech bridge will form a significant 
upgrade to the US/UK maritime partnership and will 
enhance the RN’s already significant investments in 
technology and innovation.  ‘"Collaborative problem 
solving will allow us to advance from operating 
alongside our partners in an interoperable manner, 
to truly working with them in an interchangeable 
manner.’  It was said ‘The Tech Bridge name 
denotes technology, but there's a huge human 
element to this.  ‘We do not need you to be an expert 
in the US or RN.  The kind of folks excited, attracted, 
and leverage are those with the curiosity to explore, 
and the humility to learn, and the boldness to act.  
There are certainly technology priority areas we 
have, but we encourage bring bringing ideas to us. 

https://www.forces.net/news/pm-announce-largest-military-investment-end-cold-war
https://www.forces.net/news/pm-announce-largest-military-investment-end-cold-war
https://www.forces.net/news/services/navy/hms-queen-elizabeth-and-hms-prince-wales-12-key-facts-britains-aircraft-carriers
https://www.forces.net/news/pm-announce-largest-military-investment-end-cold-war
https://www.forces.net/news/pm-announce-largest-military-investment-end-cold-war
https://www.forces.net/news/pm-announce-largest-military-investment-end-cold-war
https://www.forces.net/news/defence-spending-what-military-technology-has-boris-johnson-promised
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We Remember Submariners Newsletter Dec 
Registered Charity of England & Wales 1176446 
Membership to We Remember Submariners 
celebrated it’s first anniversary in Sept, 
2020.  Already, there are over 1100 
active members, so thank you for your 
valued support.  Those who have yet 
to join, membership is entirely optional 
and will not affect anybody being able to buy the 
annual pin, from the shop or outstations. https://we-
remember-submariners.com/membership/wrs-
membership Annual membership costs £10 for a full 
12 months membership. For that, you will receive 
the 2020 pin (worth £5.50), a member badge (worth 
£5.50) and 10% discount in the online shop 
(excluding the current yearly pin).  The 2020 pin 
features three gold poppies remembering WRS 
members who passed away in 2019 and a single 
blue heart in recognition of the NHS and key 
workers during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Additional 
2020 pins are available now at £5.50 each, through 
the online shop or regional outstations. 
 

WRS Submariner Remembrance W/End  As you 
can’t fail to be aware, many organised gatherings 
have had to be rearranged or cancelled this year, due 
to Covid-19 ravaging our shores.  One such 
gathering was the Submariner Remembrance 
Weekend that is scheduled to take place on the first 
weekend in Nov each year.  Not to be out done, the 
Founder of We Remember Submariners, John 
Bradbury and his support bubble of David Wain and 
Cecilia Gallop travelled to the Embankment to lay a 
wreath and to spend a moment to remember fallen 
comrades on behalf of the charity.  In a separate 
ceremony, on Sat 31 Oct, at the National Memorial 
Arboretum (NMA) in Alrewas Staffordshire, Mrs 
Debbie Lee-Campbell and husband Mark visited the 
NMA Submarine Memorial and laid a cross in 
memory of their submariner son, Chris, who was 
tragically killed in a motorcycle accident in Sept 2013. 
next to the cross in memory of Christopher, there is 
another cross in memory of Lt Cdr Ian Molyneux RN 
GM, who was tragically shot and killed in April 2011, 
whilst serving in HMS Astute.   RESURGAM 

 

Editor: This tragic accident happened between Little 
Eaton & Kilburn under the A38 Bridge.  DS laid a Poppy 
Wreath in Chris’s Memory and for two years after his 
sad loss I at the local Bikers request turned out with the 
DS Standard and undertook the salute as the Bikers 
Rode past enroute to the NMA, which I found very 
moving.  I did not know Chris, but he is Remembered 
every time I pass the tragic site.  It was reported in DD 
169 in 2013 with the page 1 tribute above. 

HMS Anson, Fifth Astute, Officially Named 
BBC News  11 Dec 2020 

A fifth attack submarine at Barrow has been officially 
named with a bottle of cider and without the usual 
crowd.  The new Astute-class vessel Anson, was 
blessed by the Venerable Martyn Gough, 
Archdeacon for the RN at a small ceremony at BAE 
Systems.  Astute Class submarines are the most 
powerful attack submarines ever operated by the 
RN.  Anson, a 97m-long (318ft), 7,400-tonne, 
nuclear-powered vessel, is due to launch on water 
next year.  The last HMS Anson, which operated 
from 1942-51 was a King 
George V-class battleship, 
which saw active service in 
World War Two, BAE Systems 
said.  A further two boats to be 
named Agamemnon and 
Agincourt are currently being 
built.  Defence of the Nation  
Cliff Robson, managing 
director at BAE Systems, said 
only a handful of people were able to attend the 
ceremony because of the coronavirus pandemic.   
He said: ‘We know these submarines are essential 
for the defence of the nation.  Throughout this year, 
we've adapted the business to keep our people safe 
while allowing them to continue the important role of 
delivering critical capability to our customer.’  More 
than 1,700 people work on the Astute programme, 
which is delivering seven attack submarines to the 
RN.  Earlier this year, HMS Audacious, the fourth 
boat in the class, left Barrow for its operational base, 
at Her Majesty's Naval Base Clyde in Faslane.  
Work is also well under way in Barrow on Astute 
boats six and seven, the next generation of nuclear 
deterrent submarines. BAE Systems  
 

Fishing Wars:  
Ironically, I had 
inserted a short 
piece in this 
newsletter in 
tribute to the 
Trawlermen who 
ply our coastal and 
deeper waters fishing for UK page 19, little knowing 
with Brexit we face the same problem except with the 
‘Boot on the other Foot’.  I have no intention on going 
into the politics of the matter but when it was 

announced by the Government that 
we were going to send our 
Gunboats, which are armed with 
‘Canons’, I could not help envisage 
cannons as I think of them such as 

on HMS Victory. Thence my fertile mind wandered 
off to a British Gunboat armed with one such cannon 
on the forecastle of a Gunboat with the Gun Crew all 
Closed up at Action stations being told to ‘Open Fire’.  
Being as in these days of Woke, Poke and Don’t do 
that, and Smoking Banned?  Would the net result be 
an Urgent Call of ‘Has Anybody got a Match?’ 
 

https://we-remember-submariners.com/membership/wrs-membership
https://we-remember-submariners.com/membership/wrs-membership
https://we-remember-submariners.com/membership/wrs-membership
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DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS DIARY 2021 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TBD To be Decided    TBA To be Advised 
 

Programme 2021  It is Impossible to plan ahead 
into 2021 especially with 
further lockdown Plans.  I 
have only cancelled Jan 2021 
programme to date, but 
suspect Feb Lunch Club 
would be dodgy to organise 
even if the news was Eureka! 

Whatever 2021 brings we will deal with it, and as 
kindly indicated by our President’s Greetings to 
All Members, your Chairman and Secretary will 
endeavour to continue to deliver Service to 
Derbyshire Submariners as best we possibly can 
within the restrictions placed on all of us. 
 

NEWSLETTERS ONLINE 
Current & One year Back Issues on 
Derbyshire Submariners Web Page 

 

www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html 
Views & comments of this newsletter do not always 

reflect the official policy, or the decisions of the 
Derbyshire Submariners 

PRESIDENTS GREETING TO 2021. 
What a strange year 2020 has turned out to be.  It 
started off where we were tied up alongside the 
Depot ship, and the skipper and navigator were 
getting the charts ready for the planned jollies later 
in the year.  We had a list of stores that would be 
brought aboard for all our trips.  The next thing we 
were in dry dock for an 
extended maintenance period.  
All the planned ‘jollies’ were put 
on hold and some of the stores 
became difficult to obtain. The 
fore endies and the after endies 
were not allowed to mix, even 
the stokers were kept in 
abeyance.  The boat Secretary 
in the wardroom was kept busy as usual, as was the 
First Lt. in the Chair.  Christmas leave period is in 
some doubt and may have a knock-on effect for 
New Year leave.  There may be some light however 
with the introduction of a new ‘tot’ (administered 
via the arm) which hopefully will enable us to leave 
dry dock, start up the ‘donks’, and depart for those 
promised jollies.  In the meantime, I wish you All a 
Safe and Merry Christmas, and an even Happier 
New Year when we can all meet again and swing 
the lamp!  John Sayers  DS President 
 

NEW YEAR MESSAGE FROM DS CHAIRMAN 
It has not been a good year for DS all 
this year.  I would like to wish all 
members a ‘Very Happy Christmas’ 
& ‘Happy New Year’, let’s hope 2021 
will be a better year for us all.  I will 
be raising a glass to all members we 
have lost over this year, R.I.P to all.  
Colin Watson DS Chairman 

 

As this is the First Newsletter of 2021 & it is 
planned for release just before the 25th, It just 
remains for me to wish you a Happy Christmas and 
a Happy New Year or, as they say here in 
Derbyshire, ‘Have a Good ‘Un’.  There now follows 
a Submariners Traditional, Politically Correct 
version (with a big Guffaw):  Best wishes for an 
environmentally conscious, socially responsible, 
low stress, non-addictive, gender neutral, Winter 
Solstice holiday, practised within the most joyous 
traditions of the religious persuasion of your choice, 
but with respect for the religious persuasion of 
others, who choose to practice their own religion, as 
well as those who choose not to practice a religion 
at all.  Even the choice of a Tot is optional!  And if 
you believe all that ‘crap’ I can only suggest you 
change your reading material from one produced for 
ex and Serving Submariners who served in Her 
Majesty’s Royal Navy, and very Proud of it!! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

All in Derbyshire Submariners Wish All a 
Happy New Year for 2021. 

2021 

   01 Jan DS Meeting.  No Formal January Meeting Held 
  

   09 Jan Truculent Memorial Svc, Chatham   Cancelled CV 
  

   TBD D&DExSvc AGM  Council House, Derby 
  

   27 Jan DS Luncheon Club John Warren, Ilk  Cancelled CV 

 

   07 Feb DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:00 
  

   TBD Notts Vets Assn 10:30 NCC W.Bridgeford 
  

   24 Feb DS Luncheon Club   Kings Corner Oakwood 
  

 

   05 Mar DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club Chad, Fri 12:00 
  

   11 Mar Commonwealth Day Flag Raising PHilton Gdn 
  

     TBA Ton Class Spring Meeting, Portsmouth 
  

     TBA Coffee Morning RMA 10-12 Derby Council Hse 
  

      TBA SA AGM/Reunion Holiday Inn, Leic Before 14/2 
  

   31 Mar Luncheon Club   The Blue Jay, Alvaston 
  

   28 Mar Advance Clocks 1 Hr at 02:00am  
  

 

http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html

