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DS BIRTHDAYS 2021 
   

  02 Mar  Andrew Wood 
  16 Mar  Carl Edwards 
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  01 Apr  Jim Hunt 
  16 Apr  Julian Redfern 
   

 

A POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

The Older you Get, the More Important 
it is Not to Act your Age! 

 

EDITORIAL 
 

Sad that Anzac Day, the Australian equivalent of 
our Remembrance Sunday has had to be severely 
scaled down due to CV, and also that in this country 

major events for July-Sept are 
also being ‘pulled’.  We have 
been advised the Spring Notts 
Vets meeting is cancelled and I 
am awaiting the thoughts on 
Stanley Bomber Memorial on 3 
July which may have to be 
postponed until the 60th 
Anniversary in 2022?  Sorry, I 
could not give a damn about not 

being able to have a summer holiday this year, as I 
believe more important things in life matter more, 
namely loved ones staying safe, and also my many 
friends both in this country and abroad matters 
more.  I feel justified in saying this having been 
confined at home since 3 Dec 2019 as prior to 
Lockdown1 I was confined to home in recuperation 
following surgery!  At the time of the release of this 
newsletter I will have had my Covid jab and from 
members reports now progressing into the 60+ age 
bracket.  It’s not a Golden Dart but we really hope it 
is a glimmer of something positive in this Covid 
battle!  However, as the excellent MNA Newsletter 
concludes, ‘Just because you’ve had your jab, it 
does not mean you can hug the Grandkids’ 
 

We are sadly in the same position 
now as we were at this time last year 
as to pre-planning any sort of DS 
programme.  We will continue to use 
our Newsletter and email for 
communications to all DS Members, 
and consult with everyone when the 

little red spikey ball is no longer a threat.  We are 
trying to help each other as much as possible, and 
my thanks to all members keeping in touch with 
each other, and myself and Colin are always 
available to contact if you need any sort of support. 
 

Terry Hall 
The Trade Journal Newsletter Editor 

Hon. Sec/Treasurer, Derbyshire Submariners’ 
Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk 
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WELFARE MATTERS 
 

VETERANS WELFARE SERVICES 
The Veterans Welfare Service offer help and advice 
about War Disablement Pensions, Armed Forces 
Compensation Scheme, Armed Forces Pension 
Scheme, Welfare Issues, State Benefits and ex-
Service Charities.   Contact them on: 
0808 1914 218 or 0044 1253 866043  the second 
number is if you are calling from abroad 
Further information can be found on the website at:   
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/veerans-uk 
 

DEFENCE DISCOUNT SERVICE 

Defence Discount Service Registration 
The Defence Discount Card can be applied for 
online or if DS Members can contact Terry Hall. 

comms@defencediscountservice.co.uk 
 

SAIL SEAFARERS' ADVICE & Information Line is 
the Citizens Advice service for seafarers and their 
families. Contact for free advice on benefits, debt, 
housing, referral to Relate and much more. Phone 
0800 160 1842 or email advice@sailine.org.uk 

 

A Message from our Chairman 

After our most successful year ever in 2019 and 
the recent completion of a major programme of 
improvements, 2020 became a year of the 
unexpected and rapidly changing issues with an 
inevitable impact on your Club.  The Club was 
forced to close for the first time since WWII, and 
has been led magnificently by John Alderson, our 
General Manager, the Heads of Depts and our 
loyal staff, who have spent long periods on 
furlough.  We are enormously grateful to them.  
The Trustees have had a particularly busy time, 
but we agreed that our AGM had to be cancelled.  
The audited accounts for 2019 were approved and 
have been filed.  If you would like to see them, they 
are on the Charity Commissioners website under 
the Club’s name:  www.charitycommission.gov.uk  
The Club will reopen early next year if Covid 
Regulations permit, with an encouraging list of 
bookings for a variety of events.  The new Club will 
be well worth waiting for.  On behalf of the 
Trustees, the General Manger and all our staff, we 
send our best wishes for Christmas and especially 
for a happy and healthy New Year. David M. 
Nesbitt  Chairman. (Carried forward from Feb) 

Royal Navy & Royal Marines Charity 
SUBMARINE FUND (RNRMC SMF) 

The RN & RM’s Charity (RNRMC) joined forces with 
the RN Submarine Service and existing Submarine 
Service Family Member organisations to establish the 
RNRMC Submarine Fund (SMF) 20 Apr 20, drawing 
on expertise from across the Submarine Community.  
With wide SMF Board representation from across the 
submarine family, SA, WRS, the Perisher Club, 
FoSM &Team Oardacious.  The fund will deliver help 
and support to serving and veteran members of the 
Submarine Community and includes dependent 
family members.  The Board has held 3 virtual Board 
meeting by Zoom since lockdown in Mar has a 
number of workstreams and requests for support 
underway and, with the RNRMC and WRS, 
supported a request for funds from the Submarine 
Memorial Appeal.  The RNRMC SMF has funds, 
some specifically for the mental health and welllbeing 
of the Submarine Community; we are keen to support 
any and all requests.  When a request is received it is 
discussed and shared between Board members to 
ensure all Submarine Family members (e.g. SA, 
WRS, Friends etc) understand the request and 
decided how both the SMF and individual Family 
members can support to optimise contributions, 
efficiency and effect.  It is of particular note that the 
CEO of the RMRMC, Adrian Bell has said that 
‘Submariners are demonstrating how communities 
can and are helping themselves; the SMF model may 
influence how other specialisations and the RNRMC 
will evolve in developing closer ways of working.’ 
 

With the ongoing support of the RNRMC, a 
workshop was recently held with the members from 
the Submarine Community to simplify the grants 
application process.  While requests and donations 
can currently be made direct via the RNRMC 
website, citing Submarine Request/Donation, the 
RNRMC is working to provide an option to 
specifically enable selection of SMF Requests or 
Donations, the intent is for this revised site to go live 
by the end of Oct.  The broad Submarine 
Community is, perhaps for the first time, more 
aware and coordinated than ever before, the 
challenge now is to ensure our communications are 
effective, that good news is shared, requests for 
grants are supported and that donations are made 
to the SMF.  Current pressures of families and 
crews are recognised, with commitments at sea 
unprecedented, it is why the SMF has opened links 
with Clyde Naval Family Services such that we can 
help our own people.  Please think about donating 
to the SMF, it is there to help our community.  Many 
thanks your interest, support and help to the 
Submarine Community; please share this 
information and donate to help our own.  J S Weale 

 

Update 10/1/21 Pease be aware that the SMF at 
present holds £74K in its account.  Therefore, that 
money is available for Submariners who are 
suffering hardship.  To log in for click this link 
support@rnrmc.org.uk on your computer. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/veerans-uk
https://www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/newuser.php
mailto:comms@defencediscountservice.co.uk
mailto:advice@sailine.org.uk
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/
mailto:support@rnrmc.org.uk
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UNPOLITICALLY CORRECT PAGES 
 

A Young Lady who submitted a tech support 
message below (about her relationship with her 
husband), presumably did it as a joke.  The she 
got a reply she received it was clearly far too good 
to keep to herself.  The tech support people's love 
advice was hilarious and pure genius! 
 

The Query.  Dear Tech Support,  Last year I 
upgraded from Boyfriend 5.0 app to Husband 1.0 
app and noticed a distinct slowdown in overall 
system performance, particularly in the flower 
and jewellery apps, which operated flawlessly 
under Boyfriend 5.0.  In addition, Husband 1.0 
uninstalled some of my other apps, such as 
Romance 9.5 and Personal Attention 6.5, and 
then installed undesirable apps such as:  Premier 
League 5.0, National Rugby 3.0, and Golf Clubs 
4.1.  Conversation 8.0 no longer runs and House 
cleaning 2.6 simply crashes the system.  Please 
note that I have tried running Nagging 5.3 to fix 
these problems, but to no avail.  What can I do? 
Signed  Desperate. 
 

The Response (Which arrived some days later 
and came completely 'out of the blue') 
Dear Desperate,  First keep in mind, Boyfriend 

5.0 is an Entertainment Package, 
while Husband 1.0 is an 
operating system addition.  
Please install: HTML.  I thought 
you loved.me.app, and learn. 
Follow the dmg install instruction 
for Tears 6.2. Also install the Guilt 
3.0 update.  That app has been 
fully tested and performs as 
designed; Husband 1.0 should 
then automatically run Jewellery 
2.0 and Flowers 3.5.  However, 
remember, overuse of the above 

application can cause Husband 1.0 to default to 
Grumpy Silence 2.5, Happy Hour 7.0, or Beer 6.1.  
Please note that Beer 6.1 will download the 
Farting and Snoring Loudly Beta version. 
 

Caution.  Whatever you do:  
Do Not, under any circumstances, install Mother-
In-Law 1.0 as it runs a virus in the background 
that will eventually seize control of all your system 
resources.  In addition, please, do not attempt to 
re-install Boyfriend 5.0. That will crash Husband 
1.0.  Husband 1.0 is a functional app, but it does 
have limited memory and cannot learn other new 
applications quickly.  You might consider buying 
additional apps to improve memory and 
performance.  Try Cooking 3.0.  Good Luck!   
Tech Support. 
 

My Wife asked me this morning if I'd seen the dog 
bowl.  It seems that, ‘I didn't know he played cricket’ 
wasn't the answer she was looking for? 

A Woman walked into the kitchen to find her 
husband stalking around with a fly swatter.  ‘What 
are you doing?’ She asked.  ‘Hunting Flies’, he 
responded.  ‘Oh. Killed any?’ She asked.  ‘Yes, 
Three Males, Two Females,’ he replied.  Intrigued, 
she asked. ‘How can you tell?’  He responded, 
‘Three were on a beer can, Twi were on the phone.’ 
 

Diesel Boats Marriage Guidance 

For those with dodgy eyesight the caption reads: 
The Joy of Being a Submariner & 

After Six Weeks at Sea Chief, it’s Bathroom 
before the Bedroom! 

 

Do you Remember on all those Sundays when you 
just wanted the weekend to go on forever?  Well, 
wish granted. 
 

 

OK, So Apparently My chance of survival is directly 
reliant upon how much common sense the rest of 
the world has?  Please tell me you are joking? 
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Church Humour Notice Boards 
 

 

Cremation is your last chance for a smoking hot body 
 

Whoever Stole our Air Conditioning Units keep 
one, it is going to be hot where you’re going. 
 

Adam & Eve the first people to not read the Apple 
Terms & Conditions. 
 

With all this Rain, we need an Ark.  Fear Not!  Wait 
for it),  ‘We Noah Guy!’ 
 

Forgive Your Enemies.  It messes with their heads. 
 

Love is Grand – Divorce is Twenty Grand! 
 

The Fact that there’s a Highway to Hell and only a 
Stairway to Heaven says a lot about anticipated 
Traffic Numbers! 
 

Be the Kind of Person that your pet thinks you are! 
 

Tweet Others as you would like to be Tweeted back. 
 

Honk your Car Horn if you Love Jesus, Text whilst 
Driving if you want to meet him! 
 

Two Officers are off to the showers late one night. 
They undress and step into the showers before 
they realise there is no soap.  The Lt says he has 
soap in his cabin and goes to get it, not bothering 
to dress.  He grabs two bars of soap, one in each 
hand, and heads back to the showers.  He is 
halfway down the hall when he sees three Wren 
Officers heading his way.  Having no place to hide, 
he stands against the wall and freezes like he's a 
statue.  The Wren Officers stop and comment on 
how life-like he looks.  The first lady officer 
suddenly reaches out and pulls on his manhood.  
Startled, he drops a bar of soap.  ‘Oh look’ says 
the first officer, ‘it's a soap dispenser’.  To test her 
theory the second Wren officer also pulls on his 
manhood.  Sure enough, he drops the second bar 
of soap.  Now the Third Wren Officer decides to 
have a go.  She pulls once, then twice and three 
times but nothing happens.  So, she gives several 
more tugs, then yells...  ‘Wow, Hand Lotion Too!’ 

Chinese Torture  A young Air Force man got lost 
wandering out in Oakwood.  (It had to be an 
Airman as it could not have been a matelot, 
especially one who had done a Senior Rates 
Leader ship course or even a Pongo who always 
wander aimlessly around 
the countryside not getting 
lost; well normally!)  He 
came across a pagoda 
which was ten stories high.  
Knocking on the door he 
was greeted by an ancient 
Chinese man with a long, 
gray beard.  He declared, ‘I 
am lost,’ said the airman. ‘Can you put me up for 
the night please?  ‘Certainly,’ the Chinese man 
said, ‘But on one condition’.  If you so much as 
lay a finger on my daughter, I will inflict upon you 
the three worst Chinese tortures known to man.’  
‘OK,’ said the airman, thinking that the daughter 
must be pretty old as well, and entered the house.  
Before dinner the daughter came down the spiral 

stairs.  She was young, 
beautiful and had a 
fantastic figure. She 
was obviously attracted 
to the young man as 
she could not keep her 
eyes off him during the 
meal.  Remembering 
the old man’s warning 
he ignored her and 
went up to bed alone.  

But during the night he could bear it no longer, 
and he snuck into her room for a night of passion.  
He was careful to keep everything quiet so the old 
man would not hear and awaken.  Near dawn, he 
crept back to his room, exhausted but very happy.  
 

He awoke to feel a heavy pressure on his chest. 
On opening his eyes, he saw a large rock on his 
chest with a note on it that read, ‘Chinese Torture 

Number 1.  Large rock on Chest.’  ‘Well, that`s 

pretty crappy,’ he thought.  ‘If that’s the best the 
old Chinese man can do then I do not have much 
to worry about his threats of worst torture 
possible.’  He wrapped his arms around the rock, 
slid off the bed and carried it to the wide-open 
window and threw the boulder out’.  As he was on 
tenth floor it had a good drop and then he noticed 
another note.  This read ‘Chinese Torture  
 

Number 2:  Rock tied to left testicle.’  In a panic 
he glanced down and saw the rope line tied to the 
rock that was already getting close to taut. 
Figuring that a few broken bones was better than 
castration, he jumped out of the window after the 
boulder.  As he plummeted downward, he saw a 
large sign on the ground that read, ‘Chinese 
Torture  Number 3: Right testicle tied to bedpost. 
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JEFF BACON © CARTOONS 
 

 

Though the ‘two sea dogs’ in this cartoon are 
obviously talking about either time on a commission 
or time on a ‘unhappy’ ship or submarine.  However, 
I could not help comparing it to ‘Life Today Under 
CV Lockdown, when every day appears to be a 
week!  As someone suggested recently, maybe we 
should go back to childhood, and revert to 
underwear which displayed the day of the week. 
 

THE TWO TIFFS 
At a Trafalgar Dinner the older of the two Tiffs was 
seated beside a young very pretty woman in a low-
cut, off the shoulder dress.  
Looking the scantily clad 
woman over the Chief Tiff 
leaned in towards her and 
in what he considered his 
best sexy voice he said; ‘My 
dear’, he asked, ‘What is 
keeping the dress on you?’  
The Lady’s reply was 
instantly curt replying ‘Only your Age Chief, Only 
your Age!’ 
 

PO Tel  Leslie ‘Les’ Hanks  Portsmouth Branch 
I was very sad to hear Les Hanks an ex PO Tel who 
served on Thule, Thorough, Thermopylae, Auroch 
and Alderney had passed away aged 97 after he and 
his wife both caught Covid 19 in hospital after routine 
treatment. Many older DS Member’s will remember 
Les and the Portsmouth SA Branch meetings in HMS 
Excellent Field Gun Bar on Whale Island and many 
joined us at our Gala Dinner at the Maritime Club 
when we had the excellent sponsored National 
Lottery Trip organised by us for a week in 
Portsmouth in 2007.  Les was definitely one of those 
characters whose mould was disposed of and a 
wonderful guy and company.  One memory was at a 
Pompey Branch Meeting on Whale Island at which 
Les was Chair.  One of the members had stuck his 
hand up to raise a point and Les said Yes so & so.  
The Chap had a right good go at Les for what 
seemed a very long five minutes and he concluded 
with the question and ‘What do you propose to do 
about it?’  Les calmly replied ‘Nothing’ and the chap 
said ‘OK’ and the meeting continued with most not 
making a very good job of stifling laughter.  Les was 
also passionate about the Remembrance of the USS 
Hunley and was very knowable on it.  Rest in Peace 
Mate, another ‘Good Un, Bites the Dust!’ 

THANKS FOR THE MEMORY 
(To the Tune; Singing in the Rain) 

 

Thanks’ for the Memory 
of Storing in the Rain. 

Painting ship the ‘In’ Colour Grey, 
and Changing Mast and Periscopes, 

whilst Fighting for the Crane 
Oh! Thank you so very much. 

 

Thanks for the Memory of every little Fight, 
we had with Peter White 

and sailing every Morning 
and Docking every Night. 
Oh, Thank You So Much. 

 

Thanks’ for the Memory, 
Oh! for many the days that we Fasted, 
and many the Hopes that were Blasted. 

What a wonder it was that we Lasted 
But all said and done, it has been Fun. 

 

So, Thanks for the memory, 
of slogging out past Rhu, suffering from Flu, 

Seamen down to Watch and Watch, 
and damn all in Spare Crew. 
Oh! Thank you so very much. 

 

Thanks for the memory 
of that Make & Mend last June,  

I think it was one Sunday afternoon! 
& loading Fish that very Night underneath the 

moon. 
Oh! Thank you so much. 

 

Now we aren’t the least bit Ungrateful, 
and though Life has sometimes been quite Hateful, 

We give our thanks by the Plateful 
For all you’ve done – Everyone 

 

So, Thanks for the memory’s 
of sailing at Oh Four Double O, 

Defaulters by the Score, 
Life may be hell in Adamant, 

But it never was a Bore, 
So, Thank you So, very, very, Much. 

 

HMS/M Grampus Farewell to the Submarine Depot 
Ship HMS Adamant at Faslane  March 1961 
 

JUST FOR THE LADIES 
(or in fact anybody in Lockdown) 

 

On Mondays I refuse to budge, 
Unless the cake is Chocolate Fudge. 

 

Tuesdays, I will take the plunge 
With a slice of Coffee Sponge. 

 

Wednesdays, when I have a break 
It’s feet up with some Carrot Cake. 

 

On Thursday, if I start to frazzle, 
I perk up with some Lemon Drizzle. 

 

Fridays, I insist I am fed, 
On Fruitcake or Banana Bread. 

 

Saturdays, I often languish, 
For a nice Victoria Sandwich. 

 

And Sundays?  Well, it has to be 
Homemade scones for afternoon tea! 
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Widow of WWI VC Crosses the Bar 
We have been advised of the sad 
passing of Mrs Gundula Holbrook 
widow of Cdr Norman Holbrook VC 
who passed away on 31 Dec 2020 at the 
grand age of 106.  Mrs Holbrook 
generously provided much needed 

funds to establish our Submarine Museum in the town 
of Holbrook, NSW, named after her husband 
 

Cdr Holbrook VC was born 9 July 1888 in 
Southsea, Hampshire.  He was 26, a Lt during WWI 
when on 13 Dec 1914 at the Dardanelles, Turkey, 
he performed a deed for which he was awarded the 
Victoria Cross.  He was in command of the 
submarine HMS B11, an old and obsolete craft built 
in 1905.  Notwithstanding the difficulties of a 
treacherous current in the Dardanelles, he dived 
under five rows of mines and torpedoed and sank 
the Ottoman ironclad Mesûdiye, which was 
guarding the mine-field.  In spite of being attacked 
by gunfire and torpedo boats, Holbrook succeeded 
in bringing the B11 back to the Mediterranean, 
When, they got back to safety the B11 had been 
submerged for nine hours.  He later achieved the 
rank of Commander.  Holbrook died on 3 July 1976 
at Midhurst, Sussex.  He is probably the only VC 
recipient to have a town and (until May 2004) a local 
government area named for him.  His widow, Mrs. 
Gundula Holbrook, donated his medal to the 

Council of the Shire of Holbrook in 1982.  In 1995 
she made a substantial donation towards the 
establishment of a submariners' memorial in the 
town, and in 1997 visited the town to unveil it.  A 
bronze statue of Holbrook stands in Germanton 
Park, Holbrook.  Holbrook Road in Portsmouth is 
named after him.  A Blue plaque was erected by the 
SA in 2014 on the exterior wall of the Portsmouth 
Grammar school, Portsmouth. 

 

Town of Holbrook N.S.W. Mourning the Woman 
Who Bankrolled Submarine Museum 

Australian submariners, of which I was one, are 
indebted to Mrs Holbrook for her generosity in 
providing much needed funds to establish our 
Submarine Museum in the town of Holbrook, NSW, 
named after her husband. Whilst I never had the 
pleasure of meeting Mrs Holbrook, I know she 
visited the town on a number of occasions and lent  

her energetic support to the submarine museum 
project including making a hologram of herself 
telling the story of her husband’s exploits in the 
Dardanelles in 1914.  I am advised that the funeral 
is expected to take place in Austria, her homeland, 
in February.  Kind Regards 
Mike Deeks CSC, Commodore RAN Rtd 
Agent General for Western Australia in the UK 
 

Ongoing Tribute: Gundula Holbrook appears in 
hologram form at Holbrook's submarine museum 
where she narrates deeds from her husband 
Norman Holbrook's life as a World War I dynamo 
who received a Victoria Cross.  The Lady who was 
central to Holbrook having a huge submarine in its 
heart has died aged 106.  
Gundula Holbrook was the 
widow of British Naval 
Commander Norman 
Holbrook, who had the Hume 
Highway town named in his 
honour after it was previously 
known as Germanton.  Cdr 
Holbrook RN received the 
Victoria Cross for his valour as 
a World War I submariner in 
1914, the same year Mrs 
Holbrook was born in Austria.  
The couple wed in 1953 after Cdr Holbrook's first 
wife Viva died the previous year.  Widowed since 
1976, Mrs Holbrook in later years had returned to 
her homeland from England and died in the village 
of Steinfeld at 10.30pm on New Year's Eve. 
 

Greater Hume Shire mayor Heather Wilton 
yesterday paid tribute and said flags were being 
flown at half-mast to honour Mrs Holbrook. ‘She 
was a marvellous person, a great benefactor to the 
people of Holbrook and the Shire of Holbrook and 
the Greater Hume council,’ Cr Wilton said.  Mrs 
Holbrook's greatest contribution was a AU$100,000 
donation to have the giant HMAS Otway submarine 
casing rebuilt in the town to attract tourists.  Proud 
day: Gundula Holbrook in 1997 in front of the HMAS 
Otway submarine with her certificate bestowing her 
with honorary citizenship of Holbrook. 
 

She visited Holbrook many times, with her husband 
and alone.  In June 1997, Mrs Holbrook was a 
special guest at the formal commemoration of the 
HMAS Otway memorial and was granted honorary 
citizenship of Holbrook.  ‘I think this is the most 
important thing that has ever happened to me,’ Mrs 
Holbrook told The Border Mail.  ‘I don't feel like a 
visitor anymore, now I am a resident.’  The Holbrook 
Shire mayor at that time, Joan Parker, said 
yesterday Mrs Holbrook had a great affection for the 
community, recalling how she was once 
volunteering at the Woolpack Inn Museum when the 
widow came in and spent $200 on town souvenirs 
such as tea towels.  ‘She just loved Holbrook, she 
really embraced it,’ Mrs Parker said.  ‘I remember 
her telling me once she had more enthusiasm for 
Holbrook than her husband did.’ 
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Yesteryear: Norman Holbrook, V.C. leaning against 
a submarine model at Holbrook during a visit in 
1975, a year before his death at the age of 87.  ‘He 
was embarrassed to have a town named after him 
and she said 'you need to get out there and show 
you're very appreciative' and he loved it when he 

came and she did too,’ Mrs 
Waters said yesterday.  In 
1982, Mrs Holbrook presented 
her husband's war medals, 
including his VC, to the town 
and replicas are on show at 
the submarine museum and 
the originals on loan to the 
Australian War Memorial.  The 
couple had no offspring and 

Mrs Holbrook, an only child, was cremated.  Cllr 
Wilton will formally acknowledge Mrs Holbrook next 
month in a mayoral minute at the council's first 
regular meeting for 2021. 
 

Royal Australian Submarine Base HMAS Platypus 

On 22 Jan 1963, with the RN intending to withdraw 
its 4th Submarine Squadron from its base in Sydney, 
the Minister for the Navy, Senator John Gorton, 
announced Cabinet approval for the purchase of 
eight Oberon Class submarines for the RAN, though 
the order was later reduced to six.  Although the first 
of the new submarines, HMAS Oxley, would not 
commission until March 1967, consideration 
necessarily turned to where the submarines might be 
based.  Since WWII HMAS Penguin at Balmoral in 
Sydney had been used by the submarines of the 4th 

Submarine Sqn but it was 
deemed unsuitable as a 
permanent establishment 
due to its exposed 
position.  Neutral Bay, 
further inside Sydney 
Harbour, had, for many 
years, been used as a 
protected anchorage 
when weather conditions 
proved unsuitable at 
Penguin, and it was also 

home to the existing RAN torpedo maintenance 
facility. The availability of land close to an existing 
site, on a bay well protected from the weather, made 
it an ideal location for a naval establishment and in 
Nov 1964 an announcement was made that Neutral 
Bay had been selected as the preferred site for the 
RAN’s new submarine base. 

The new facility was formally named HMAS 
Platypus in a commissioning ceremony held on 18 
Aug 1967.  The selection of the name Platypus 
perpetuated a long association between the on-
again-off-again RAN submarine service and two 
previous submarine tenders named Platypus which 
had sustained the former J Class submarines based 
at Corio Bay, Geelong, during the 1920s.  Further 
details concerning the commissioning of Platypus 
may be found in the 18 Aug 1967 edition of Navy 
News:  Over the next 32 years, nine submarines 
operated from Platypus six Australian Oberon 
Class: Oxley (II), Otway (II), Ovens, Onslow, Orion 
and Otama, as well as HM Submarines Trump, 
Tabard and Odin.  On the occasion of the 25th 
Anniversary of her commissioning Platypus and the 
Australian Submarine Squadron were granted the 
right of Freedom of Entry by the Municipality of 
North Sydney. Special commemorations were held 
during ‘submarine week’ which took place in 
Sydney between 23-29 November.  

Editor:  The low-lying building on the Jetty astern of 
the Submarine alongside contained lockers and 
complete washing facilities including a sauna for use 
of Submarine Crews after a patrol or work.  Thence 
the workshops and the far building on the right was 
Admin, Commcen, Duty Watch accommodation and 
of course Bar & Social Club.  The higher level was 
the car park and of course all this was situated more 
or less under the Sydney Harbour Bridge (The Coat-
hanger).  Compared to coming in to harbour on SM2 
HMS Defiance in Plymouth, Devon and especially 
the accommodation in the wooden huts at the bottom 
of HMS Drake when you were in maintenance dry 
docked it was indeed a luxury base in the 1970’s.  
Added to that of course SM2 was of course the 
‘Sunshine Squadron’ in UK, but nothing in my 
experience to date than ComAusSubron One. It took 
some beating for comfort when alongside! 
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In 1994 the HQ of the Commander Australian 
Submarine Squadron (COMAUSUBRON) was 
relocated to HMAS Stirling. This foreshadowed the 
introduction into service of the new Collins Class 
submarines and a strategic decision to relocate the 
RAN submarine squadron to Fleet Base West, 
Garden Island, Western Australia in support of a ‘two 
ocean’ navy basing policy.  On 29 Mar 1999, 
Platypus bid farewell to the last of the operational 
Oberon Class submarines. Onslow decommissioned 
on that day at Platypus while Otama departed 
Sydney for the last time on her way to her new home 
port in Western Australia.  HMAS Platypus 
decommissioned on 14 May 1999 signifying the end 
of an era in Australian naval history. 
 

Remembering Plats 
HMAS Platypus & HMS Odin Blimey that brings 
back memories: An oppo of mine Phillip (Pip) 
Parsons was the CEA based at Plats when the RN 
squadron was still stationed there.  Memories of 
Nigger, Harry's Cafe De Wheels and P/U's at 
Johnnies, happy days!  I shared a flat with several 
others in one of 
the red 
apartment blocks 
that overlooked 
Plats and the 
Coat hanger.   
When I and the 
family lived in 
Tinsel Town 
(Sydney) in the 
early 1980's, every time we went from the north side 
towards the city via the bridge my girls would pipe 
up ‘Yes Dad, we know that you used to live in that 
flat there and you had mates in the Blues Point 
flats’!  BTW Plats is now gone with a memorial park 
in its place.  The authorities are still messing around 
cleaning up the site of the old battery shop.  No 
thought of the days when we had to work in the 
place.  The old Married Quarter's the Odin’s crews 
lived in Manly and Lane Cove are now expensive 
yuppy colonies.  (Editor:  I once remember trying to 
explain the luxury of the MQ in Lane Cove I lived in, 
and particularly the gash muncher in the sink in the 
kitchen, all mod cons!  My cousin was obviously not 
impressed, as she said I have one too.  Look.  She 
promptly put half a cooked potato left on a plate for 
washing in the plughole of the sink, and proceeded 
to keep pushing it with her thumb until it 
disappeared down the plug hole!!  
 

Keep up the good work on the monthly newsletter, I 
forward it to several others in Oz and I know Greg 
Jones (Cox'n/No6) is a keen reader, as am I.  Greg 
and I both served on Onslow when I was seconded 
to her as the CEA S/M.  Stay safe shippers and 
don't let the bar stewards give you the Bombay 
trots.  Mike B 
Terry,  Bravo Zulu for your excellent publication, a 
most enjoyable read.  (I’m not bad for a Greenie Tiff 
knowing what BZ means!)  Mike 

RN Submarine K13 & Her Crew 
are Remembered at Faslane Cemetery 

RN Media Release 1 Feb 2021 
RN personnel from HM Naval Base Clyde recently 
remembered those who lost their lives when RN 
Submarine, K13 sank in the Gareloch on 29 Jan, 
1917.  The memorial service, which was held at 
Faslane Cemetery in Garelochead, would normally 
be attended by veterans, serving submariners from 
nearby HM Naval Base Clyde and local Sea 
Cadets.  This year things are very different with only 
a few people at Faslane Cemetery to mark the 
anniversary of the tragedy.  Rev. Mark Noakes, 
Chaplain of the Faslane Flotilla led the service 

which was attended by the Capt of the 
Submarine Flotilla on behalf of the 
Royal Navy.  During the poignant 
service a wreath was laid by Capt 
Lindsay.  In addition, the K13 ship’s bell 
was rung 32 times, once for each 
person who lost their lives in 1917.  ‘The 
K13 memorial is an important event in 
the submarine calendar, 
commemorating not only those lost in 
K13 but also as a reminder of the 

hazards faced by members of the Submarine 
Service in peacetime and in war, said Captain 
Lindsay.  It’s also crucial, that despite the limitations 
imposed by the Covid 19 restrictions, we continue 
to remember those who have gone before us and 
as Captain Submarines, I feel honoured to 
represent the Submarine Flotilla at today’s service’. 
 
 

The steam-propelled submarine K13 sank in the 
Gareloch on 29 Jan, 1917, during sea trials.  On 
board at the time were fifty-three RN submariners, 
fourteen employees of Govan shipbuilder Fairfields, 
five Admiralty officials, a pilot, and the captain and 
engineer from sister submarine K14.  The crew of 
K13 were trapped beneath the icy waters of the 
Gareloch for some 57-hours before help arrived.  
Capt of the vessel, Lt Cdr Godfrey Herbert, and 
K14’s captain, Cdr Francis Goodhart, made a 
desperate attempt to escape the stricken submarine 
in order to get help.  The pair used the space 
between the inner and outer hatches as an airlock, 
but only Herbert made it to the surface alive, 
Goodhart sadly dying after striking his head during 
the escape.  An airline was eventually attached to 
the vessel allowing the submarine to bring her bow 
to the surface where a hole was cut allowing the 
survivors to be rescued.  Unfortunately, by that time 
32 submariners had already perished.  The 
submarine was later raised from the Gareloch and 
returned to service as HMS K22. 
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THE CONTINUING SAGA OF HMS URGE 
 

HMS Urge is subject to two discovery claims and 
J.P. Misson a Belgium Diver claims the Submarine 
which Vanished in 1942 without Trace during WWII 
was discovered by him off the coast of Libya as 
reported in the Daily Mail 2015 and officially advised 
to the MoD.  A later claim in 2019 has been made 
that Urge is off Malta per the article of 2019.  Since 
this time J.P. has been countering and providing 
proof that the Malta Claim is untrue and its 
continued acceptance amounts to a fraud.  He is 
continuing to obtain more proof that the wreck off 
Libya is Urge not the alleged submarine off Malta.  
He has queried Victor Westerkamp the author of the 
Malta Claim news item on a discrepancy as below; 
Quote;  The project was funded by the RN, Malta, 
and private funding, and facilitated by the University 
of Malta’s Research and Innovation Trust. Unquote. 
When I Asked the author of the article if he would 
confirm the project had been funded by the RN.  He 
answered he could not, that this could be a 
mistake.  The MoD has accepted the Malta Claim 
until further confirmation evidence can be provided 
to the claim that Urge lies off Libya which will be 
difficult as it is still a war-torn country.  JP has used 
his expert knowledge of sonar and wrecks to point 
out a lot of discrepancies of the Malta Claim 
including the allegation that the sonar scans 
provided by the University of Malta are using two 
different submarines in their evidence, neither of 
which JP claims could be Urge.  I and several 
conventional submariners I have spoken to feel 
there is enough questions unanswered on the Malta 
claim to warrant expert ‘independent’ investigation 
of both wrecks to establish the true identity of Urge’s 
last resting place.  However, the refusal by MoD is 
deeply frustrating Mr Misson who today 25/01 to 
claims that: - His last act of bravery, on the 29th of 
April 1942, at Marsa el Hilal, Libya, would have 
helped Lt. Cdr. Tomkinson to get awarded the 
Victoria Cross.  Had Francis Dickinson not so 
‘Grand-childishly’ attempted to prove HMS Urge is 
off Malta, with the only objective to demonstrate his 
grandfather had not contravened the sailing orders 
he had received as hinted in this article. 
  https://www.livescience.com/wwii-submarine-
wreck-hms-urge-discovered.html 
 

P. Alexiades has suggested ‘The Italian pilots would 
have mistaken a whale for a submarine at Marsa el 
Hilal on 29/4/42!’  The biggest Whale is only about 
25m long, Med’n ones much smaller).  Urge was 
surfaced firing her gun & 58m long, whales are not 
known to be fitted with a gun?’  He also stated ‘No 
other aircraft or vessel witnessed the incident 
(attack on Urge) yet the Operational Report of the 
Regia Aeronautica Sqn states, seven CR42 
biplanes that dropped a total of 12 depth-charge-
type bombs on an Enemy submarine found gunning 
the (Axis) convoy at Marsa el Hilal on the morning 
of April 29th 1942.  The other witnesses of this 
action had been the Germans on board the MFPs  

that had been engaged with gunfire by HMS Urge.  
Therefore: Apart from the Italian pilots who 
conducted the attack, the German Military 
personnel on the 3 MFP’s  also witnessed the 
events and reported separately to German Admiral 
Weichold as recorded in Storia Militare April 2016.  
The loss of HMS Urge is unequivocally attributed by 
all Historians and Authors to an attack by Italian 
aircraft at Marsa el Hilal, Libya, as per the 
Catalogue in WWII Kew records.  The wreck of a U 
Class submarine was sonar-located at Marsa el 
Hilal in 2012 and identified as Urge. 
 

JP Misson has Submitted multi queries with 
accepting the Malta Claim by the University of Malta 
too many to repeat.  However, there is clearly Two 
options to which one is Urge, and the main 
accepted location was off North Africa based on the 
date of sailing, and both Italian and German war 
accounts.  JP has accurately given the position of 
the wreck he has identified as Urge, which 
incidentally is not to be confused with a nearby 
German U-Boat wreck and the area was known as 
a hunting ground to an Italian Submarine Base.  
The Malta wreck claimed to be Urge is obviously 
off Malta and a possibility: The MoD and the RN 
Historical Branch have recognised as stated by 
the University of Malta as the Official 
recognised last resting place of HMS Urge 
despite deeply concerning evidence to the 
contrary.  They have concluded discussions with 
JP Misson that his sonar scans and research is 
insufficient evidence to the credible find by the 
Museum of Malta!  Time will tell the Truth. 
 
The First Media Report was 2015 by JP Misson 
stating Urge at Marsa el Hilal, near Tobruck 
identified in 2012.  The Second Report is from the 
University of Malta Team released in Nov 2019. 
 

RN Submarine which Vanished during WWII is 
Discovered off the Coast of Libya 

L.Brown & I.Calderwood MailonLine  7 May 2015 
For more than 70 years, the whereabouts of a 
British submarine which vanished in the 
Mediterranean during the Second World War has 
remained a mystery.  But now a 76-year-old scuba 
diver has discovered its wreck 160ft below the 
waves off the Libyan coast.  Researchers now 
believe the RN submarine sank along with its 29 
crew and ten passengers after being dive-bombed 
by an Italian bi-plane.  HMS Urge was paid for by 
the town of Bridgend, S.Wales, after residents 
raised money by organising dances and whist 
drives.  It disappeared while sailing from Malta to 
the Egyptian city of Alexandria in 1942 and families 
of those onboard never knew what happened to 
their loved ones.  But Belgian diver and dive 
archaeologist Jean-Pierre Misson discovered the 
wreck using sonar while diving off Libya at Marsa el 
Hilal, near Tobruk in 2012. However, as the 
security situation in the country deteriorated after  

https://www.livescience.com/wwii-submarine-wreck-hms-urge-discovered.html
https://www.livescience.com/wwii-submarine-wreck-hms-urge-discovered.html
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the downfall of Col. Gaddafi he had to give up his 
plans to dive on the site.  He analysed the sonar 
pictures earlier this year and has finally identified 
the wreck as HMS Urge from the distinctive shape 
of Britain’s U-class submarines and corroborating 
German naval reports from the time. 
 

Mr Misson, who is now helping to trace the family of 
those who died, said: ‘I really do not know how the 
relatives of the captain and crew of HMS Urge will 
take it, they might have been content knowing their 
loved ones were somewhere in the huge ocean 
rather than being too close to fanatics in Libya.  
‘Mind you, there is no chance the wreck will be the 
target of any desecration as it is just too deep and 
difficult to find.’  Mr Misson said due to the collapse 
of law and order in war-torn Libya, it was unlikely 
anybody else would be able to venture to the 
wreckage in the coming months.  Mr Misson said: ‘I 
regret it does not seem anyone can reach this place 
in Libya any time soon.   Marsa el Hilal is totally out 
of bounds and at 76 my only hope is to reach HMS 
Urge in another lifetime.’  He added: ‘My hope is that 
one day Europe or Nato will organize a visit to the 
submarine in the bay, to remember and honour all 
those men as their sacrifice has brought the long 
time peace.’ 
 

HMS Urge cost £300,000 in 1941, more than £12m 
today, and was built thanks to the townspeople of 
Bridgend’s efforts during a National Warship Week 
where cities and towns across the country raised 
money to fund the building of ships and weapons.  
They raised the money through a series of ‘grand 
dances’, whist drives, art exhibitions and a football 
match.  The people of Bridgend adopted the 
submarine and its 29 crew after it was completed 
and regularly sent them parcels of food and 
luxuries, until they vanished without trace on April 
29, 1942.  The submarine had been attacking and 
sinking Italian shipping from its base in Malta 
throughout 1941 and 1942 in an attempt to prevent 
them resupplying their German allies in North Africa 
of Field Marshal Rommel and his Afrika Korps.  On 
27 April 1942 Captain Edward Tomkinson, his 29 
crew and ten passengers left Malta for their new 
base in Egypt. They failed to arrive at Alexandria on 
6 May 1942.  Official sources attributed her loss to 
a mine outside Malta, but another theory based on 
German Naval reports holds that on 29 April HMS 
Urge attacked the Italian sailing vessel San Giusto 
off the Libyan coast.  In the immediate area was a 
convoy of three German barges, escorted by an 
Italian CR 42 biplane.  As the Urge attacked San 
Giusto, the biplane dive-bombed and sank it with 
the loss of all hands.  After the discovery of the 
wreck in the same area as the sinking reported by 
the German navy it is now believed to be the most 
likely cause of Urge’s demise.  Mr Misson said he 
had submitted a statement of identification to the 
CWG Commission and SA UK. He added: ‘I hope I 
have fulfilled all my obligations to the families 
of the crew.’ 

World War II Submarine Found at the Bottom of 
the Mediterranean after 77 Years 

Victor Westerkamp TVM USA  2 Nov, 2019 
Researchers from the University of Malta have 
recovered (Slip of the pen one assumes instead of 
discovered?) the wreck of a British submarine dating 
back to WWII near the island of Malta.  On April 27, 
1942, the HMS Urge, a U-class submarine 
commanded by Lt Cdr E.P. Tomkinson sailed out 
from Malta with 44 men on board; 32 crew, 11 naval 
personnel, and one reporter.  The ship was heading 
for the Egyptian port of Alexandria to escape from the 
heavy siege of Malta by German and Italian forces 
as part of a redeployment operation of the RN’s 10th 
flotilla.  However, that safe haven would never be 
reached because the vessel ran into a mine just 2 
miles off the Maltese coast.  Speaking to TV Malta 
(TVM), Prof Timmy Gambin, one of the leading 
associates for the expedition, said that, ‘The damage 
to the bow shows a very violent explosion where the 
entire bow section is detached from the rest of the 
submarine, indicating that the ship would have sunk 
very fast giving no chance to anybody to survive from 
this tragedy.’  ‘Besides the damage on the bow, the 
wreck is in absolutely fantastic condition.  It is sitting 
upright on the sea-bed, very proud, in the direction 
that it was ordered to take on its way to Alexandria.  
It is actually quite a poignant vision to see this 
submarine still upright and proud,’ Gambin said on 
Oct. 30.  After the blast, 77 years of silence set in. 
The ship disappeared without a trace and has been 
lying on the seabed at a depth of 425’, leaving family 
members of the passengers in uncertainty about 
what happened to their loved ones. 
 

Marine archaeologists with the University of Malta 
had been searching for the wreck for decades, but 
to no avail.  Until 2017, when Tomkinson’s 
Grandson Francis Dickinson contacted Maltese 
nautical experts, saying he had strong indications 
the Urge would most probably have gone down 
after hitting a mine and that they should explore the 
heavily mined area off the Maltese coast.  A team 
was formed consisting of Gambin, Dickinson, who 
also partially financed the project, and Platon 
Alexiades, an experienced naval researcher from 
Montreal, and together they canvassed 88,000 
square miles using sonar imagining technology.   
 

*The Project was Funded by the RN, Malta, and 
private funding, and facilitated by the University of 
Malta’s Research and Innovation Trust.  Gambin 
told TVM: ‘With the data that we gathered, we were 
able to put together a very comprehensive package 
comparing what we observed in our sonar data, in 
our video footage, from our photographs and 
compared these to actual historic photographs of 
the Urge, and we were in little doubt with regard to 
the actual ID of the submarine, but to be absolutely 
certain we sent this package to the [British] Ministry 
of Defence who confirmed that they are very 
satisfied with the research that we have done, and 
with our claim.’  Now that the find has been positively  
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identified, Maltese authorities and the Navy plan to 
make the site an official burial site and memorial to 
the lost loved ones.  The site is a war grave and will 
be protected under Maltese and international 
legislation.  Gambin said: ‘In collaboration with 
Heritage Malta and the Superintendence [of Cultural 
Heritage], we will now start the motion to protect this 
site. We will declare the area an area of 
archaeological importance, meaning that certain 
activities such as bottom fishing and anchoring will 
not be allowed in its proximity so that we will actually 
protect the physical aspect of the site. The site is also 
a war grave, so any access to the site, such as diving 
or exploration from the outside, will have to be done 
in a very careful and meticulous way.’ 
 

Editor: That’s both sides and claims as reported in 
the National Press.  I can understand the strong 
feelings to let sleeping matelot’s lie and not stir up the 
silt especially by families.  However, in the late 
1990’s I was asked by our Church Warden who had 
witnessed a Wellington Bomber Crash in our village 
in 1942 to find out what happened as the incident 
was Top Secret thus supressed, and then Life went 
On.  He, however was always haunted that the five 
crew men laid out in shed next to the village pub with 
their blood running out of it as a temporary morgue 
left an indelible mark on him all his life.  I did as 
requested; and when I contacted the first contact 
which was the wife of the Rear Gunner who was a 
Pilot Officer I was horrified to learn she not only did 
not know where, how, why and the details how he 
died as it was Classified, and the same for other 
members of the family I contacted the same it was 
very traumatic.  However, Mrs Freda Burton and all 
her extended family were positive at the news and 
another family attending the dedication to a War 
Memorial Bernard and I promoted said words to me: 
‘I cannot thank you enough to be standing here in 
front of this memorial overlooking where my brother 
died.  I was not allowed to go to his funeral in 
Sheffield as I was too young and here in Stanley at 
this Memorial, I feel close to him’. 
 

I have recently re-read the book I produced of the 
W5795 Wellington Bomber Memorial Book 2004 I 
wrote and distributed to all participants at the 
Dedication Service to this Brave Crew and the 
relatives of that ‘Stanley Bomber’.  But the bottom 
line is the wonderful help and consideration from so 
many to make it happen especially those of the SA 
Derbyshire Branch of which I was Chairman at the 
time.  Only Submariners could have run a beer tent 
as efficiently as they did.  We stored copious amount 
of beer, lager & cider in a local butchers’ fridges, 
George Staffords at Stanley Common which was 
World Renowned for his Black Puddings, and even 
had a Royal Warrant for it.  The drinks bar only had 
two crates left which were sold off & I remember a 
group of 10 sitting on the field after the Fly Past of 
the Lancaster Bomber saying, ‘This is great Mr Hall 
can you do it again next year?’  My curt reply was no, 
it took me three years to organise this one!! 

UK Invests US$315 Million In Royal Navy 
Torpedoes Maintenance Uplift 
Naval News Staff  27 Jan 2021 

UK MoD Press Release,  Cutting-edge Spearfish 
and Sting Ray torpedoes carried by the RN are 
receiving a £230 million maintenance uplift, the UK 
MoD said today.  Spearfish torpedoes, which use 
sonar to home in on targets, are carried by the RN’s 
Astute Class & and Trafalgar Class Hunter-Killer 
Submarines & the nuclear deterrent Vanguard 
Class to neutralise underwater and surface threats.  
While Sting Ray Torpedoes are deployed on Anti-
Submarine Warfare mission, including frigates, 
Merlin and Wildcat helicopters.  They provide a 
close attack capability which also automatically 
targets in on enemy threats.  Supporting over 100 
skilled jobs at the BAE Systems Broad Oak facility 
in Portsmouth, the Torpedoes Repair and 
Maintenance (TRAM) contract will run for six years. 
TRAM supersedes the Torpedo Capability Contract 
(TCC) with BAE Systems which ran for 10 years. 
 

 

Our RN submarines require sophisticated defensive 
and offensive underwater weapons to deter a wide 
range of surface and subsurface threats.  This £230 
million investment is crucial in safeguarding the 
availability and effectiveness of these highly 
capable weapon systems whilst supporting skilled 
British jobs.  Defence Minister Jeremy Quin said 
‘The contract will help guarantee the RN’s inventory 
of Spearfish Heavyweight and Sting Ray 
Lightweight torpedoes.  A full suite of maintenance 
activity is also included.  This support ranges from 
technical repair, provision of spares, stock 
management, logistics and trials support.  Ensuring 
the torpedoes are safely stored is vital, so the 
contract also offers safety, environment and 
engineering advice to support the continued secure 
use of the weapons.  BAE Systems’ teams have 
developed, manufactured, and supported the UK’s 
torpedoes since the 1970’s.  Torpedoes have a vital 
role in layered anti-submarine warfare.  We are 
incredibly proud to continue delivering these critical 
support services to the Royal Navy through a 
combination of our agile and innovative forward 
thinking and our heritage and expertise,’ Dr Brooke 
Hoskins, Director of Products and Training Services 
for BAE Systems Maritime Services said. 
 

M.A’s Recommendation.  It is recommended that 
you Always keep tubes of haemorrhoid ointment and 
Deep Heat rub well separated in your bathroom cabinet! 
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U.S. Navy Ohio Class Submarine Filmed 
by Iranian Navy While Submerged 

Subsim  14 Jan 2021 
It seems probable that a US Navy submarine, the 
USS Georgia (SSGN 729), was detected by Iranian 
forces in the vicinity of the Strait of Hormuz.  The 
circumstances are unclear.  It appears to show an 
Ohio Class cruise missile submarine (SSGN).  The 
location and timing makes this almost certainly the 
USS Georgia (SSGN 729}.  She transited into the 
Persian Gulf via the Strait of Hormuz on 21 
December 21, escorted by US Navy cruisers and 
patro, 2020, the inbound transit was made on the 
surface.  The circumstances of the shallow pass are 
unclear.  The submarine is shown at periscope 
depth.  A single DDS (dry deck shelter) is seen on 
the port side of the casing behind the sail.  This 
hangar can carry Seal Delivery Vehicles (SDVs) 
used by the US Navy Seals.  The US Navy’s four 
Ohio Class SSGNs are by far the most heavily 
armed conventional strike platforms in the world. 
They can carry a total of 154 Tomahawk Land 
Attack Cruise Missiles (TLAM Block-IV) in their 
missile silos.  When added to the torpedo room, this 
gives a total of 176 full-size weapons.  Although the 
maximum load is reduced when the DDS is fitted. 
 

 

Iran has been exercising its first indigenous patrol 
submarine, the Fateh, in the area.  This conducted 
a torpedo test, and was itself spotted by some 
analysts using OSINT (Open-Source intelligence).  
It is possible that the American submarine gained 
intelligence of the exercises or other events.  The 
Persian Gulf is very shallow in many places and 
generally seen as less suitable for large 
submarines. That does not mean that the USS 
Georgia cannot operate effectively in that 
environment however, but it may make incidents 
like this more likely.  H I Sutton writes about the 
secretive and under-reported submarines, seeking 
out unusual and interesting vessels and 
technologies involved in fighting beneath the 
waves. Submarines, capabilities, naval special 
forces underwater vehicles and the changing world 
of underwater warfare and seabed warfare.  To do 
this he combines the latest Open-Source 
Intelligence (OSINT) with the traditional art and 
science of defence analysis.  He occasionally writes 
non-fiction books on these topics and draws 
analysis-based illustrations to bring the subject to 
life.  In addition, H I Sutton is a naval history buff 
and data geek. His personal website about these 
topics is Covert Shores www.hisutton.com  

North Korea New Submarine-Launched 
Ballistic Missile Is Its Biggest Yet 

RCN News & The Drive,   15 Jan 2021 
On 14 Jan, North Korea held a night-time military 
parade in which it displayed a new submarine-
launched ballistic missile (SLBM), which may be N. 
Korea’s largest solid-fuel SLBM to date.  The new 
missile, dubbed the Pukguksong-5, appears to be 
longer and wider than the Pukguksong-3 and -4 
variants, with a new nose cone that may be able to 
accommodate larger warheads. While North Korea 
has steadily updated its SLBM capabilities, it has 
only demonstrated clear capacity to date with the 
Pukguksong-1, with a successful test-firing in 
October 2019. The military parade and Pukguksong-
5 reveal came very shortly after leader Kim Jong Un 
reaffirmed that the United States is North Korea’s 
‘biggest enemy’, suggesting that Kim is signalling his 
intent to pressure the incoming Biden administration 
to return to talks and relieve sanctions on N. Korea. 

 

 

South Korea Developing Submarine-Launched 
Ballistic Missile, says Report 

RCN News & Jane’s,   11 Jan 2021 
South Korean media are reporting that the country’s 
military is preparing to test its own domestically-built 
submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) 
sometime later this year. The SLBM is believed to 
be based on the surface-to-surface Hyeonmu-2B 
ballistic missile, which has a range of 500 
kilometres. Land-based tests of the weapon have 
already been conducted, and there are indications 
that the SLBMs may be intended for use in the 
Republic of Korean Navy’s (ROKN) 3,600-ton KSS-
III submarines, which are equipped with six vertical 
launch tubes. The first of the air-independent 
propulsion (AIP) equipped KSS-III, or Dosan Ahn 
Changho-class submarines, is expected to be 
commissioned later this year. Further builds of the 
KSS-IIIs are expected to be larger than the first 
batch and equipped with increasing number of VLS 
tubes. South Korean defence official are also said 
to have been debating the construction of nuclear-
powered vessels in response to news of further 
naval developments amongst neighbouring states 
in Northeast Asia, including North Korea, China, 
and Japan. 

http://www.hisutton.com/
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WAR WIDOWS OFFER COOK BOOK 
 

The War Widows’ Association of Great Britain was 
formed in 1971 becoming 
a registered charity in 
1991 and has developed 
into the UK’s leading 
representative 
organisation for 
widow(er)s of Armed 
Forces Personnel where 
death has been caused by 
or hastened by service.  
Everything that they do is based around their 3 core 
values.  Campaigning, Caring and Remembrance. 
 

To launch their 50th Anniversary the War Widows’ 
Assn has produced a Cookery Book.  It is no ordinary 
cookery book; it is a book written by members and 
includes their stories and reminiscences.  The stories 

are factual, funny, and 
sometimes sad, so even 
if you don’t cook, it’s a 
good book to buy.  The 
book was compiled to 
raise funds for the 
Association to help its 
Members celebrate their 
50th Anniversary in style. 
Every penny raised from 
the sale of this book will 
go towards War Widows’ 
activities. Generous 
sponsorship paid to print 

and produce the book, not one penny came from 
War Widows’ Assn funds.  So please, buy a book, I 
promise you will not be disappointed with the quality 
or the content of the book.  
 

At only £5 per copy plus £2 P&P (per book) it’s an 
ideal gift or treat for yourself.  
The stories themselves are a really good read. 
Here are some snippets from the book.  
• I hope you enjoy it with a cup of tea or a glass of 

Spanish sherry!  
• When you try my recipe bow ties are optional?  
• Since then, it is known in our house as Jungle Cake. 
• At the end of the evening, he took his shirt off and 

gave it to his friend.  
• There was no chance of a goodnight kiss that 

night.  
You will have to buy a book in order to match the 
quote to the recipe! 
 

To Order you can complete the online form at 
www.warwidow.org.uk and pay by bank transfer or 
print the form and send it with a cheque to Widows’ 
Association of Great Britain, PO Box 29265, 
Dunfermline, KY12 2FH.  
 

Any questions or problems with ordering email 
wwaremembrance@warwidows.co.uk  
Books will not be sent out until payment is received.  
Thank you for your support with this project 

WW Cook Book Very Initial Review by Terry Hall 
 

I only received my copy in the post yesterday, and 
am only on page 43.  I declare I am an Associate 
Member of War Widows UK and support them fully, 
but I feel honestly that from what I have read so far 
this book has already been worth the £5 cost, and 
the stories so far cover all three services and the War 
Widows wives’ stories certainly reflect Services 
Sense of Humour.  I hope Helen Raw will take it as a 
compliment but as soon as I read her Disclaimer I 
was hooked!  This story resonated with me in relation 
to small ships and submarines where often we only 
carried one Chef & if he was not available anyone in 
sight of the Coxswain was designated Chef.  Never 
happened to me, but the horror of it when it 
happened to us on HMS Narwhal and it was very 
regular many times on RN/RNR Mine Sweepers. 
 

Maternal Disclaimer by Helen Raw: What you 
are about to read is true.  No names have been 
changed to protect anybody.   This isn’t a recipe, 
more a real-life horror story, a cautionary tale if you 
will.  It was a Wednesday teatime and a night I will 
never forge3t.  Gran was up visiting from 
Darlington, Dad was home on leave, and Mum was 
at work!  At around 3.45pm, me and Baby Raw 
(BR) got home from school and even though Dad 
was home, we still had to do ‘All the Jobs’, all of 
them.  Every single day.  We hoovered, we dusted, 
we scrubbed the bog.  I’m not saying we sang ‘It’s 
a Hard Knock Life’ whilst doing so but I’m not 
saying we didn’t.  Me and BR had no Brownies, 
Guides or Youth Theatre activities that night.  That 
was very unusual, and we both planned a quiet 
night staying in our rooms and ignoring everyone 
in the house.  Mama Raw came home from work 
and inspected our handiwork, giving military like 
feedback on our cleaning skills.  I’m good at 
hoovering but a bit crap at dusting apparently.  
You’re supposed to lift things and not dust round 
them!  I’ve never understood why.  I’m now 46 and 
don’t lift things for dusting.  To be fair, I don’t dust.  
I just waft an oscillating fan around the room and 
hope for the best.  I digress. 
 

Around 5:30pm, Mama Raw announced she would 
be swanning off out to a committee meeting.  There 
was an audible group gasp as we realised, she 
wouldn’t be making the tea.  Me and BR looked at 
Gran and Dad.  Gran said ‘I’m on my holidays, I’m not 
cooking’.  ‘Dad said ‘There’s no ships in dock I can 
take you to for scran’.  The all looked at me.  As the 
oldest and most brilliant and intelligent of the siblings 
by default, the job of ‘cooking tea for the family fell to 
me.  BR pretended she was far too young to handle 
a hot pan and I’ve never wanted to punch her so 
much in my life.  Making tea for us all was up to me.  
I decided to attack it with the same vigour and gusto 
of an A-Team member and I prepped the kitchen.  
Editor Sorry, I have run out of space this month & if 
you were one of those on a boat detailed for this job 
you know the plot?  Buy a copy, or plead with me 
to print the second half, the book is well worth it!! 

http://www.warwidow.org.uk/
mailto:wwaremembrance@warwidows.co.uk
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RN Museum Saves Rare Maps 
Depicting the Spanish Armada Defeat 
Carl Eve  Plymouth Live  27 Jan 2021 

Sir Francis Drake and the South West's key 
involvement is highlighted in maps which were set 
to be sold overseas, but will now remain in Britain 
following fundraising appeal.  A battle against time 
to save a rare set of maps charting the defeat of the 
Spanish Armada have been saved from being sold 
overseas after the NMRN raised £600,000 in just 8 
weeks.  Last year it was revealed that a private 
collector from outside the UK, believed to be the 
US, had bought the Armada drawings for £600,000 
and it appeared that no British institution could 
match the figure and stop the sale.  The Minister for 
Culture imposed a ban on the maps' export in July 
2020 and called for a campaign to keep them in 
Britain.  The ten maps, a complete set, are thought 
to be the earliest surviving representations of the 
naval battles and have not left the UK since they 
were first drawn in 1589.  The ten ink and 
watercolour Armada Maps present a defining 
moment in England’s national and naval history. 
They depict in real time a navy defending England’s 
shores against invasion by the 16th Century’s 
imperial super-power of Spain, with each map 
detailing the position in the Channel of individual 
ships in the English and Spanish Fleets. 
 

The drawings are by an unknown draughtsman, 
possibly from the Netherlands, and are undated.  
They include a drawing of the skirmish off Plymouth 
and the aftermath.  Plymouth and the South West 
has intimate links with the battle against the 
Spanish Armada.  Popular legend has it that it was 
on Plymouth Hoe, on 20th July 1588, that the 
Elizabethan Sea-Captain Sir Francis Drake was 
playing bowls when first news of sightings of the 
invading ‘Spanish Armada’ was brought to him. 
 

 

Thereupon Drake ostensibly signified his wish 
merely to continue his game of bowls undisturbed, a 
cool reaction fabled as an act of English heroism. In 
reality, however, Drake and his fellow captains 
probably knew full well that the wind and tide 
conditions at that particular moment precluded the 
English Fleet from putting to sea immediately from 
Plymouth.  When he eventually went out to sea, he 
defeated the Spanish Armada and this is what  

possibly he is best known for.  Historical records - 
and the maps, do show a more complex different 
picture and highlight the efforts of a number of 
Captains as well as crews, overseen by the Lord 
Admiral of England, Lord Howard of Effingham.  The 
maps have been secured thanks to two grants from 
the National Heritage Memorial Fund and the Art 
Fund; and the generous support of the British public.  
Professor Dominic Tweddle, Director General of the 
National Museum of the Royal Navy said: ‘Like many 
cultural and heritage institutions 2020 was an 
exceptionally tough year but we rallied and I am 
incredibly proud that we have made sure that the 
Armada Maps have been saved for generations to 
come.’  The Director of Programme and Policy for Art 
Fund added: ‘Art Fund is so pleased to help save 
these irreplaceable maps for the nation, which not 
only evoke an iconic event in the history of England, 
but prompt reflection on the influence that history has 
on the present day.’  To ensure that the maps can be 
viewed and enjoyed by members of the public for the 
first time a new phase of fundraising has now started.  
The NMRN wishes to place the maps on display 
during 2021 and has longer term plans for them to 
tour the country when current Covid restrictions 
permit.  Sponsors or partners wishing to support the 
campaign to support the display and tour are 
encouraged to contact fundraising@nmrn.org.uk 

 
HMS Queen Elizabeth becomes British Flagship 

George Allison  UKdj   27 Jan, 2021 
Assault ship HMS Albion has transferred the duty of 
Royal Navy Fleet Flagship to aircraft carrier HMS 

Queen Elizabeth.  As Fleet 
Flagship, HMS Queen Elizabeth 
will carry senior naval staff, 
receive foreign dignitaries, and act 

as a Command and Control Centre for other Royal 
Navy vessels.  In the last 
few decades, the flagship 
has usually been an aircraft 
carrier but in 2010 the 
flagship became assault 
ship HMS Albion, assault 
ship HMS Bulwark in 2011, 
helicopter carrier HMS 
Ocean in June 2015 and 
then back to HMS Albion in 
2018.  HMS Queen 
Elizabeth and her Carrier Strike Group will deploy 
to the Pacific later this year.  Prior to the 
deployment, it is understood that the carrier strike 
group will go through a work-up trial off the west 
Hebrides range sometime in early 2021.  It is 
understood that the deployment will see the Carrier 
Strike Group sail in the Mediterranean Sea, the Gulf 
and end up in the Pacific before returning home.  
The MoD say that the Carrier Strike Group ‘offers 
Britain choice and flexibility on the global stage, 
reassuring our friends and allies and presents a 
powerful deterrent to would-be adversaries.’ 

http://fundraising@nmrn.org.uk/
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GENERAL WELFARE TOPICS 
 

A Tough Lesson this Week.  With having a good 
six inches of snow or more dumped in large parts of 
the country we in Derbyshire were no different, 
especially as it fell on already waterlogged frozen 
ground.  It was pointed out to me with the heavy 6” 
+ of snow; that I used to clear four drives, Alley 
ways, footpaths front and sides outside two of my 
neighbours, and of course our member the late Ron 
& Jean Slater’s 
house and another 
widower near them 
just down from me in 
our village, plus of 
course all my own 
extensive bit of rear, 
driveway and front as 
well as the 
associated pavements.  The Picture Above was 
taken outside a not so busy Bus Stop in Ilkeston.  It 
is not known if the bus came, or, if the snowman even 
had his bus pass ready to board the bus if it came? 
 

This last week of heavy snowfall at the end of 
January, I only managed a snow shovel width path 
to the garage (we have fresh veg & food in there, 
but more importantly (I was told) especially the 
essential cats and bird’s food.  Also just about 
managed to do a snow shovel width clearance 
down the drive to the footpath outside, and salted it 
to get down our drive to get to the local shop for 
milk, bread and paper.  Still, I did not need to get the 
car out, and just not capable any more of even 
clearing all my own back and front, and outside 
footpath, and initially it hit home pretty hard.  So, I 
did the only sensible thing I could think to do, and 
opened another bottle of Australian Shiraz to enjoy 
with our evening meal on every day of the snow 
drifts, and it worked wonders making me not feeling 
bad about my inability to accept I am getting older!! 
P.S.  Jean Slater used to say, you are so good, but 
no one will do the same for you, you know!  I only 
wish I could still undertake what I used to do to help. 

Stay Safe and Well All of You 
 

Plea to Derbyshire Residents to use 111 and UTC 
Services to Ease the Burden on Emergency Depts 
Derbyshire and Derby residents are being urged to 
think 111 and UTC for their non-life-threatening 
health needs as part of easing the pressure on big 
emergency departments (EDs) and signposting 
people to the most appropriate care for their needs.  
People living in the area have access to Five 
Urgent Treatment Centres (known as UTCs) 
which can treat a whole range of urgent but not life-
threatening illnesses and injuries for which people 
seek same-day care.  All five UTCs – based in 
Derby, Ripley, Ilkeston, Buxton and Darley Dale 
near Matlock – are open 8am – 8pm and staffed by 
paramedics and senior emergency nurse 
practitioners to treat everything from broken bones 
to cuts and gashes, minor eye infections, insect 
bites, bumps and bruises, scalds, wound infections  

and much more.  Health bosses want to raise public 
awareness of these local UTC services, especially 
now pressure on acute hospital services has never 
been greater, and also to encourage anyone with a 
non-life-threatening health emergency to contact 
NHS 111 (phone or online) before they set off 
anywhere for help.  The introduction of NHS 111 
triage & same-day appts ensures patients are 
quickly signposted to the best place for their injury 
or illness, do not have wasted journeys and ensures 
the NHS team is ready for them on arrival. 
 

The Chief Operating Officer for Derbyshire 
Community Health Services NHS Foundation Trust, 
said: ‘We are being urged to protect the NHS and we 
have seen how busy the big acute hospitals are with 
treating Covid-19 patients.  We can all help by 
making sure people in Derby and Derbyshire know 
there are these alternative UTC NHS facilities locally 
ready to look after their non-life-threatening health 
emergencies, where they can get the help they need 
without a long wait.  
This is one practical 
way in which we can all 
ease the pressure on 
EDs and acute hospital 
staff.  Even better, people can use the NHS 111 
service first and get quickly in touch with someone 
trained to assess their problem, either on the phone 
or online, and give them a same-day appointment at 
a local UTC if that’s the best place for their needs, 
which cuts out any waiting around or uncertainty 
about whether they have come to the right place.’ 
 

Urgent Treatment Centres are at the following locations: 
• Ilkeston Community Hospital, DE7 8LN 
• Ripley Community Hospital, DE5 3HE 
• Buxton Hospital, SK17 9NJ 
• Whitworth Hospital, Darley Dale, DE4 2JD 
• Derby Urgent Treatment Centre, Entrance 

C, Osmaston Road, Derby, DE1 2GD. 
We’d definitely encourage patients to contact 111 
first before jumping in the car.  It is much better to 
get the right advice quickly and be given an 
appointment to attend an urgent treatment centre 
that same day if they need it. It means our clinical 
teams are ready for the patient or family as soon as 
they arrive and it gives patients more peace of mind 
that they are doing the right thing.  On top of the 
stress of being worried about someone’s health you 
don’t want the anxiety of wondering if you are 
travelling to the right service. 
 

Editor;  Thank you to Karen & Stan Smart 
highlighting this Request from Derbyshire NHS 
which was sent out to all on email on receipt.  This 
is the expanded version from the NHS web site but 
from my feedback basically it is a ‘re-branding’ of 
‘Minor Injuries Depts and Drop-in Centres’ both 
of which by the sound of it our members have 
benefited from in the past and have nothing but 
praise!  I can personally vouch that in my case they 
were good at removing a fishing hook from a finger!! 
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Underwater Warfare Top of RN Agenda 
Jul-Aug Warship World  info@navybooks.com 
During a conference held in March 2020 in 
Southampton, First Sea Lord Admiral Tony Radakin 
revealed that the RN has awarded a contract to 
Plymouth based MSubs Ltd for a large autonomous 
underwater vehicle.  The 30m underwater vehicle 

will have a range 
of up to 3,000nm.  
‘I am really 
excited by the 
possibilities that 
this offers to 
increase our 
reach and 
lethality, improve 

our efficiency and reduce the number of people we 
have to put in harm’s way’, said Adm Radakin.  He 
went on to tell the conference participants that the 
underwater environment had always been 
defence’s biggest problem.  ‘For my entire career 
we have been talking about oceans becoming 
transparent, and yet they remain opaque.  We 
continually horizon scan, analyse new 
developments, look at the capabilities that we and 
our adversaries possess, and there is nothing.’ 
 

‘On the land, in the air, increasingly even at sea, 
there is nowhere left to hide.  But, underwater 
remains impenetrable.  This is good of us.  The RN 
has the huge responsibility of delivering the nuclear 
deterrent on behalf of the nation, and still the 
cheapest, most secure and effective means of 
doing this is by submarine.  Last year, we 
celebrated 50 years of continuous at sea 
deterrence.  That is a remarkable achievement, and 
I am delighted that this will continue, with the 
Dreadnought replacement for the Vanguard Class 
submarines already under construction.  In 2019 we 
saw the highest Russian activity in the North 
Atlantic for over 30 years.  Submarines are getting 
quieter, more capable and harder to detect.’ 
 

During the conference Adm Radakin also touched 
on the future of the RN.  ‘We are growing for the first 
time in 70 years.  And between 2015-2025 our 
tonnage will increase by nearly 30%.  The world is 
changing at a startling rate, and technology and 
innovation are moving faster than they ever have 
before.  We need to remain ahead of our 
adversaries.  This is why the RN is currently 
undergoing a period of transformation.  We are 
focusing on five main areas: Increasing our 
operational advantage in the N. Atlantic; becoming 
a Carrier Strike Navy; increasing our Forward 
Presences; modernising our RM’s into a Future 
Commando Force; and embracing Technology and 
Innovation, in a much better way, and you will 
recognise that two of these; the N. Atlantic, and 
Technology and Innovation are closely linked with 
the underwater domain’. 
Editor: This article was in www.navybooks.com 
magazine contact direct for sales & subscriptions. 

PN Nuts Help the Royal Navy Set a  
New Course for Future Serviceability 

Pilgrim International Nuts  28 Jan, 2021 
When the UK’s S and T class of Nuclear defence 
submarines underwent major upgrade work to 
improve maintainability with some feature benefits 
also included in the latest Astute class of boat.  
Rudder blades, for example, have been removed 
every eight years as part of the rolling maintenance 
programme, however, problems were encountered 
due to corrosion of the conventional fixing systems 
securing the bladed to the shaft. Saltwater 
environments are known for accelerated corrosion of 
metal parts and in the case of the upper rudder blade 
assembly, which spend time both submerged and 
above water level when the boat is surfaced.  A new 
upgraded rudder was designed requiring a fixing 
technique to ensure securing of the rudder on a 
keyless Morse taper shaft.  The installation requires 
considerable load to drive the blades into position. 
 

Solution   The solution designed was the Pilgrim PN 
Nut along with the Pilgrim Oil Injection System as the 
best solution to provide the load and control required 
to set the rudder and hydroplane blades onto the 
taper shaft.  As important when the nut is reversed 
and pressurised simultaneously with oil injection to 
the taper interface, it will reliably and without damage 
remove the blades quickly and easily. 
Benefits  Easy to install and remove.  Safe. 
Corrosion-resistant solution. 
Editor:  My first reaction was ‘riveting’ stuff thinking 
KP Nuts not clanky stuff, but I assume that Back 
Afties all knew this information anyway?  Good 
advertising though, it got me to read the article! 

 

India/Singapore Navies Sign S/M Rescue Pact 
RCN News & Janes  27 Jan, 2021 

The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) and the 
Indian Navy (IN) signed a submarine rescue 
agreement last week.  The S/M Rescue Support and 
Cooperation Implementing Arrangement establishes 
mutual underwater emergency assistance between 
the two navies, both of which currently operate 
multiple classes of submarines; the RSN has two 
Archer-class and two Challenger-class Diesel-
Electric submarines in service with four new boats 
expected to be delivered from German shipbuilding 
company ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems between 
2022-24, while the IN operates 13 Diesel-Electric 
submarines of four different classes, as well as one 
indigenously-built Nuclear-Powered Ballistic Missile 
submarine.  Both services also operate submarine 
rescue vessels, with the RSN operating the 
submarine rescue ship Swift Rescue while the IN 
currently has one rescue ship, the Nireekshak, in 
service as well as one deep-submergence rescue 
vehicle, with a second currently being constructed. 
Observers suggest that the agreement signals a 
mutual desire to expand their submarine operations 
further from their shores, especially in the case of the 
RSN, as it has similar agreements with Australia, 
South Korea, and the United States. 

http://www.navybooks.com/
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Ambush Submariners Raise Cash for 
Derby Children’s Hospital 

Submariners from HMS Ambush have recently 
raised £1,200 for the Dolphin Ward at Derbyshire 
Children’s Hospital.  The group of ten Submariners 
were keen to do something to help others in these 
challenging times, and with the current coronavirus 
restrictions it was difficult to organise a fundraise that 
would fit the bill.  Rising to the challenge, the team, 
who are all keen runners, decided to use the wide 
open space around HMNB Clyde, and came up with 
the idea of running the equivalent height of Mount 
Everest, 8,848 metres.  The team ran six shuttles 
each of Glen Fruin Hill, climbing an elevation of 900 
metres and spanning a total distance time of four 
hours, with Leading Hand Rowe crossing the finish 
line first in two hours, 50 seconds. 

 

Editor:  As soon as I read ‘Glen Fruin’ I smiled as on 
the last Derbyshire Submariners visit to Ambush up 
in Faslane I walked the famous ‘Three Lochs Way’ 
from Helensburgh Wetherspoons after a Full 
Scottish Breakfast up the hill to join the three lochs 
way to walk back to Faslane.  The Late Albert 
Birchnall accompanied by his daughter Cheryl as his 
carer had given me a lift to the Wetherspoons but 
after the Flotilla Dinner the night before both father 
and daughter only managed a coffee and a cup of 
tea!  The full Scottish Breakfast I had was super until 
I was half way up the hill to the upper railway station 
when I considered the sense of my plan to walk this 
way back to Faslane, or take the low road, or even 
get a train, Fast Black or Bus back to Faslane!  
However, I have never regretted doing it, with 
stunning good weather and views of the three lochs 
including Lomond and the wildlife was incredible 
including deer’s and other animals all of which looked 
at me thinking me mad.  It is a long trudge from West 
Kilbride up Glen Fruin until you start to climb up to 
the top Glen Fruin where I think I recognise where 
the photo above was taken.  The views of the Naval 
Base are stunning and the OS map shows and the 
MoD Danger Signs show off road is a military training 
area and not open to the public.  I was at my limits 
when I dropped down the hill past Faslane Railway 
station at Garelochead to drop down to the Anchor 
Inn for a much-needed pint (or two). 

New Year Message from Cdre Jim Perks,  
Head of the RN Submarine Service 

Looking forward to 2021, our operational 
commitments will still challenge and test us, 
however, again I will seek your support to allow us 
to meet that challenge.  We will continue to deliver 
CASD, and our SSN operations in the North Atlantic.  
2021 will also see, for the first time in many years, 
an SSN deploy as part of CSG21, showcasing the 

UK around the world.  We 
have adapted to the latest 
challenges of COVID and 
will continue to do so whilst 
we continue to keep 
ourselves and our families 
safe.  2021 will be a 
significant year in 
establishing a fitting 
submarine memorial at the 

NMA in Staffordshire. The Submarine Memorial 
Appeal, which launched at a difficult time for 
charities in March 2020, has already raised over 
£50,000 towards its £300,000 target. We are now 
looking at all parts of the submarine family to do their 
part to support the initiative.  When life returns to 
some semblance of normality, we are also looking to 
enhance our family involvement and support.  A new 
families’ guide, catering for our loved ones, will 
shortly be published and we are hoping to hold a 
families’ day and BBQ, perhaps in the summer if 
circumstances allow, as well as re-instating the 
usual social activities which were curtailed last year. 
We are also pushing forward in organising how we 
raise and distribute funds to support our ‘submarine 
family’.  In April 2020 the ‘Submarine Fund’ was 
established under the auspices of the RNRMC. Its 
aim was to support the welfare and wellbeing (which 
includes mental health) of all Submariners, serving 
and retired, and their families.  This Submarine Fund 
is now evolving into the ‘submarine family’, still 
within the auspices of the RNRMC, and will 
hopefully soon offer real membership benefits 
incorporating all our support organisations. 

 

New Year’s Honours 
Nearly two dozen Royal Navy personnel have been 
recognised for their unwavering duty in the New 
Year’s Honours list.  Among them were two familiar 
names from HM Naval Base Clyde. Naval Base 
Commander Clyde, Commodore Donald Doull, was 
made a Commander of the Order of the British 
Empire (CBE), while Commanding Officer of HMS 
Vengeance (Port), Commander Darren Mason, was 
made an Officer of the Order of the British Empire 
(OBE).  Congratulations to both. 

 

HMS Anson Formally Named 
The Fifth of the Astute-class attack submarines, 
Anson, was formally named at a virtual ceremony at 
BAE Systems in Barrow in- Furness on 11 Dec.  
Guest of honour was the boat’s sponsor, Julie 
Weale, whose husband, RAdm John Weale,… 
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retired as Head of the Submarine Service in 2019.  
She described the £1.4Bn submarine as ‘an 
engineering marvel’ and ‘sleek hunter of the deep’, 
before pushing a lever to send a bottle of cider to 
smash against the bow and christen the vessel.  
Mrs Weale continued: ‘The work that BAE, Rolls-
Royce, other defence industries and the MOD have 

done together to 
build such a 
beautiful, complex 
hunter of the deep 
is both amazing 
and impressive.  
‘You have 
designed and built 

a submarine that with her crew will become the best 
of her class, the quickest to the frontline and best in 
the world.’ The pandemic severely limited the 
numbers present to a small number of guests, 
including the 100-strong crew who will eventually 
take the Fleet submarine to sea, joining HMS 
Astute, Ambush, Artful and Audacious. 
 

Museum Secures Submariner’s Medals 

The Friends of RN Submarine Museum recently 
made a purchase related to one of the legendary 
submarine actions of WWI.  Submarine HMS E7 
was involved in the historically important actions in 
the Sea of Marmora during the Gallipoli Campaign. 
The CO, Sir Archibald Douglas Cochrane, received 
the Distinguished Service Order and Bar for his part 
and the Museum has recently purchased nine 
medals awarded to the Captain.  
Many believed that Capt 
Cochrane was deserving of a VC.  
In 1915 HMS E7 sunk 13 enemy 
ships and damaging many more.  
However, during Captain 
Cochrane’s second patrol, E7 
became trapped in defensive nets 
near Nagara Point.  A German 
submarine CO, whose boat was 
being refitted nearby, commandeered a rowing boat 
and dropped a sinker mine right on top of the 
submarine.  Cochrane took the decision to surface 
to save his crew and was captured by the enemy.  
After several years in a PoW Camp, Cochrane was 
among a group who made a successful escape for 
which he was awarded a Bar to his DSO.  Captain 
Cochrane’s medals will form part of a new display 
at the RN Submarine Museum in Gosport.  
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/submarinemuseum to find 
out more. 

Farewell to Perry after over Half a Century of Svc 
The Submarine Service bid a fond farewell to WO2 
Allan ‘Perry’ Mason recently following his retirement 
after what is thought to be one of the longest periods 
of Royal Navy service in modern times.  Perry 
notched-up a staggering 52-anda-half years in 
regular service, serving 40 of them onboard or in 
support of submarines.  On 18 February the Marine 
Engineer finally hung up his overalls, but before then 
there was a poignant farewell to submarines as he 
stepped off a boat alongside HMNB Clyde for the 
final time.  ‘What I will miss the most is the everyday 
challenge and the people,’ said Perry. ‘It has been a 
genuine privilege to serve on submarines and to 

work with a tight-knit 
team who are focussed 
on the same goals – 
getting boats to sea.’ 
 

During his service 
Perry served with 
submarines HMS 
Valiant, Sceptre, 
Sovereign, Splendid 
and Torbay.  He started 
his career in 1968 aged 

15-and a half as a Junior Engineer Mechanic 
(Stoker) with his first draft to the WW2-era ship HMS 
Ulster, followed by HMS Leopard and HMS Llandaff.  
He later spent time at HMS Sultan, where he was 
awarded the Institute of Nuclear Engineers’ HMS 
Sultan Prize, and then joined HMS Dolphin in 1981 
for initial submarine training.  This was followed by 
nuclear training and assignment to the Third 
Submarine Squadron and HMS Valiant.  After 
further sea time he qualified as a Category A2 
Nuclear Watchkeeper before serving on Swiftsure 
class vessels and Trafalgar Class HMS Torbay.  
Perry also spent a considerable time at HMNB Clyde 
and was a familiar site, usually to be found in 
overalls down a reactor compartment, in a bilge, or 
heading to his next job within the Naval Base.  The 
depth of Perry’s knowledge and experience will be 
sorely missed. 

 
 

Can You Help T-Class Query?  I am working on 
an article on the T-Class boat, the Dakar (formerly 
HMS Totem) and would like to interview anyone on 
two related topics: 
1.  To discuss the experience of 
working on a T-Class boat. 
2.  To better understand the 
conversion of the later T-Class 
boats, such as the Totem, which 
was recommissioned as the 
Dakar. 
Thanks,   Leonard Fuld    lenf1463@gmail.com  

https://www.nmrn.org.uk/submarinemuseum
mailto:lenf1463@gmail.com
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NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK 
 

Editor.  I think the Lock Downs Blues and 
despondency of hearing how many thousands of 
gallons of beer has had to be poured down the drain 
it has sunk in how serious this pandemic has affected 
us all!  The World is squabbling and demanding their 
own way, and no one appears to be 
working together, even so, called 
friendly countries!  Instead of 
working together, everyone has 
their own agenda whether it be 
Scottish Independence or write off 
British history, grow up, it 
happened, people are dying due to 
Covid in large numbers.  Bottom 
line, no sane person is happy, but 
as at one Royal Marine Funeral 
who had died of a debilitating disease had told his 
lady vicar (who told us at his funeral) he said referring 
to his declining health; ‘Shit Happens!’  I confess I 
nearly dropped the Standard!  It appears, people with 
iPad, smart phones & 40’+ TV’s but cannot afford to 
feed their children, complain, and they seem to have 
forgotten how many of us in the 1960-80’s struggled 
to keep a roof over our family’s head when 
mortgages went up to 15%+, and we went without.  
Now, youngsters waving £500 phones or laptops are 
demanding to over tax pensioners when we are 
already struggling to keep a roof over everyone 
else’s head, and before you complain about our 
pensions, we PAID and ‘Went Without’ reduced to 
Birds Instant Whip and Vesta meals to make ends 
meet not Deliveroo meals and Pizzas.  Incidentally, 
the picture above is of a local pub landlord pouring 
his livelihood away, almost as bad as watching the 
surplus Rum Ration being ditched pre 31 Jul 1970! 
 

However, Every, Problem has a Solution, and the 
answer is to keep occupied and smiling.  Thus, this 
very helpful hint.  There have been many very 
successful and wonderful choirs formed over many 
years, and one of my favourites has always been 
the well known ‘Forces Wives’ amongst others.  
However, it is known that many have overcome the 
various Lockdowns by using Zoom and other Social 
Media to form choirs but of course this is not always 
available to everyone, either by choice or otherwise.  
All is not Lost.  You buy in your favourite tipple in 

cans, optional 
number 

depending on 
your capacity to 
drink them, and 
cost.  On drinking 
each can, you 
bend the near the 
top, drill two 
holes for eyes 

pushing the ring pull in, and carry on building your 
choir.  You choose the songs your choir sing, joining 
in singing is totally optional.  It is a well-known fact 
your singing gets better as the choir grows!! 

2021 National Census 
Though this appeal was sent out to RNA Members 
I print it here to explain the aim of this appeal and it 
is important that it shows how many HAVE Served 
their Country in relation to the National Covenant.  
https://www.armedforcescovenant.gov.uk/ 
 

The census is coming, and it makes a difference to 
everyone.  By taking part and telling the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) about yourself, you will 
help make sure we all get the services and support 
we need.  It’s important you fill in your census 
questionnaire because the information you share 
affects the life of every single person 
living in England and Wales.  Why 
should Ex Services be especially 
interested in the census?  Every 
census, and they happen once every 
ten years, there are new questions.  
These reflect some of the ways in which society has 
changed over time.  One recent change is that the 
country has woken up to the needs of those of us 
who have served in the Royal Navy and other armed 
services.  So long as you’re aged 16 years or above, 
you can record if you have served in the UK Armed 
Forces.  The information you share will help ONS 
understand the numbers, locations and ages of our 
armed forces community.  This will show where 
resources and services are needed to make sure 
those who have served, and their families are treated 
fairly.  Census Day is Sunday 21 March. You can fill 
yours in online as soon as you get your access code 
in the post. If you prefer, you will be shown how to 
ask for a paper copy. Remember, it’s up to you to 
decide how you would like to answer each question. 
Do it in the way that you feel best represents you. If 
you, or anyone you know, needs help or advice, visit 
www.census.gov.uk  
 

RN Benevolent Trust (RNBT) 
Dear Friends 28 Jan 21  I am sad to have to tell you 
that we suffered a Covid-19 outbreak at Pembroke 
House on 24th Dec.  I suppose that this was 
inevitable in view of the fact that the Home is situated 
in the epicentre of the outbreak of the new variant of 
the virus.  Sadly, four of our lovely residents died.  
The outbreak is now over, and vaccinations have 
been provided, tragically just too late to prevent the 
sad deaths.  The staff at Pembroke House worked 
miracles over the Christmas and New Year period, 
working very long hours with great resolve and their 
unfailing cheerfulness, covering for a large number 
of staff who were ill or isolating.  Work on Admiral 
Jellicoe House, our centenary care home project, 
started on time on 4 January.  This is the 
unspectacular phase of groundworks and other 
preparations before the building starts to emerge.  If 
all goes to plan it should be ready for occupation in 
May next year, which exactly fits the Centenary of the 
granting of our Royal Charter by King George V on 
2nd May 1922. Very best wishes for your safety and 
wellbeing during this difficult time.  Rob Bosshard, 
CEO RNBT  http://www.rnbt.org.uk/  

https://www.armedforcescovenant.gov.uk/
http://www.census.gov.uk/
http://www.rnbt.org.uk/
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Historic Medical Cabinet used by Nelson's 
Doctor is Saved Thanks to Royal Navy Medics 
Tom Cotterill  Portsmouth News  29 Jan, 2021 

An Historic Medicine Cabinet that belonged to Sir 
William Beatty, who tended Lord Nelson as he died, 
has been secured for a museum after a 
crowdfunding effort.  Surgeon Lt Cdr Jo Laird of the 
RN Medical Service launched the campaign after 
spotting the piece of nautical history on the antique 
selling portal 2Covet.  Along with colleagues Surg 
Cdr Kate King and Surg Cdr Iain Wood she began 
the crowdfunding, asking for £16k, a total that has 

now been reached.  Antique 
dealer Charles Wallrock of Wick 
Antiques in Lymington, who was 
offering the cabinet reduced the 
price and reserved it to give the 

fundraising time.  The medicine cabinet that 
belonged to William Beatty, Nelson's surgeon on 
HMS Victory.  It will be put into a display case at the 
planned museum and visitor centre on the site of the 
former RN Hospital Haslar in Gosport.  Reacting to 
the achievement, Jo, 35, told The News: ‘We have 
been really blown away by the response of the 
medical service and the general public.  I’m 
absolutely thrilled.’  The Admiralty bought the Haslar 
site in 1745 and when it was completed a few years 
later it was the biggest brick building in Europe. 
 

Casualties from all the major wars and conflicts were 
treated at Haslar until it was decommissioned in 
2007.  While much of the site has been developed, 
the hospital’s memory will continue through a visitor 
centre and museum dedicated to the RN medical 
and dental services.  Sir William Beatty joined 
Nelson’s flagship HMS Victory in 1804, a year after 
the date on his apothecary box.  He was with Nelson 
from he was brought below decks at Trafalgar and 
knew, as did Nelson, that there was no chance of 
survival from the musket shot.  During the Battle of 
Trafalgar Beatty carried out a number of 
amputations, mainly of legs that had been shattered.  
His skills and those of his assistants saved many 
lives.  The cabinet would have been full of tinctures, 
potions and medicines that were required as a matter 
of routine on a man o’ war such as Victory. 
 

‘When I saw it on the 2Covet site I realised what a 
wonderful and important piece of naval and medical 
history it was.  ‘The visitor centre and museum at 
Haslar is being planned and this will make a 
marvellous exhibit.’  Charles Wallrock said: ‘I really 
wanted this to go to a museum and Haslar is the 
perfect place for it.  It is a unique item with Beatty’s 
name on it and it was most likely at Trafalgar where 
Nelson defeated the combined French and Spanish 
fleets in 1805.  ‘The number of those who donated 
shows how important our naval history is to people.’  
The portable cabinet stands just over 10’ high and 
opens to reveal drawers and shelves, with two 
original glass jars remaining.  It will be placed in St 
Luke’s Church, Haslar, until the new visitor centre is 
completed at the former hospital site. 

It’s No secret, Germany’s Type 212 
Submarine has Cool, New Tech 

Subsim News  19 Jan, 2021 
In the movie, Hunt for Red October, the Soviet 
Union launches a new sub with a mysterious new 
silent propulsion system, called a ‘caterpillar drive.’  
The new technology, revealed in spy photos, leaves 
it both stealthy and dangerous, a first-strike weapon 
of the worst kind.  In truth, submarine propulsion is 
a constantly evolving medium that largely exists in 
the shadows due to its sensitive nature, Tyler 
Rogoway of The War Zone reports.  When it comes 
to submarines, silence is survival, so any way to 
make a boat quieter and more efficient is seen as 
potentially revolutionary.  Enter Germany’s new 
Type 212 submarine, and its odd new propulsor.  
Surprisingly, no security measures were taken at 
the public christening of Type 212 U36, which 
sported something altogether new, the Propeller 
Boss Vortex Diffuser (PBVD), War Zone reported. 
 

Then again, the basic concept behind this 
technology really isn’t secretive or new as it is also 
used in commercial applications where increased 
efficiency even in single digit percentages can 
mean big fuel savings.  The cylindrical PBVD 
system sits over the 
hub of traditional 
propellers.  Its 
specially machined 
core works to 
greatly decrease 
turbulence that 
emits from the 
spinning hub.  This 
not only cuts down 
on the propeller’s 
audible signature, 
but it also improves 
propulsion efficiency and thrust.  One of the other 
factors that contribute to noise levels are propeller 
blades, which can cause an underwater 
phenomenon called ‘cavitation,’ where bubbles 
form along the blade edges and cause noise. 
 

Iran Installs New Centrifuges as Nuclear Deal 
Impasse Continues 

Al Jazeera,   02 Feb 2021 
Iran’s envoy to the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) announced on 2 Feb that Iran has 
successfully installed new advanced centrifuges at 
its Natanz and Fordow enrichment sites, fulfilling a 
Dec promise.  The diplomat tweeted that two 
cascades of 348 IR2m centrifuges have already 
been set up at Natanz and two more are under 
construction at Fordow, a claim that the IAEA 
verified.  The IR2m centrifuges are significantly 
more capable than its mainstay IR1 equipment, 
which dates from the 1980’s & 90’s from Pakistan, 
and can process up to four times more fissile 
material, according to the Iranian ambassador. 
Although both Iranian and American officials  
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HMS/M TALENT 

Editor:  The picture above of HMS Talent on 
Sunday 10 Jan 2021 stated she departed Faslane for 
the final time and she was due to pay off at Plymouth 
in March.  I had added the comment if her 
programme was anything like Sovereign when she 
decommissioned that MoD would find a job enroute 
to Gus to lay up?  Talent is the sixth of seven 
Trafalgar-class nuclear S/M’s of the RN, and was 
built at Barrow-in-Furness. Launched by The 
Princess Royal in 1988 and commissioned in 1990.  
Talent moved her base from Devonport to HM Naval 
Base Clyde in July 2019.  She was reported in April 
2015 to have struck ice sometime in 2014 while 
tracking Russian vessels causing serve damage to 
the fin!  Photo courtesy of: Dave Cullen and Navy 
Books Web News   www.navybooks.com 
 

RESURGAM HMS TALENT? 
Daniel Ferro has sent in these photographs of HMS 
Talent (S92) arriving in Gibraltar on the 2 Feb 2021. 
She is clearly showing off the Wake Detection 
System (SOKS) on her bow and two on her fin.  The 
non-acoustic sensors supplement the boat’s sonar 
when hunting for especially quiet enemy 
submarines and was first spotted on HMS Talent in 
May 2019.  Source: www.navybooks.com 

 

Editor.  I have found several reports and multiple 
photos on Talent’s call into Gib pictured above from 
different sources, as I confess the first report I found 
said Talent had sailed Faslane for the last time to 
be laid up in Plymouth.  I was sceptic, but it now 
appears the sensors have been in existence since 
2017 both on our own RN as well as Russian boats! 

Royal Navy Investigates Faslane Female 
Sailors Selling X-rated Video Clips to Order 

B. Patel for Mail online  9 Feb 2021 
An investigation has been launched by the Royal 
Navy after a second female sailor was caught 
shooting explicit videos online.  Furious bosses are 
hunting for the unknown woman after she shared 
the 'porn to order' videos with viewers on the adult 
website Only Fans.  It comes after RN Lt Claire 
Jenkins, 29, who uses the name Cally Taylor, was 
caught making several X-rated films inside the 
Faslane nuclear submarine HQ, HMNB Clyde, near 
Glasgow.  On the website, the sailor, who has 
continued to post selfies of herself despite the 
ongoing investigation, states she is 21-years-old 
and describes herself as a 5ft 'submissive princess'.  
A source told The Sun: 'The bosses are desperate 
to work out who it is but she's carrying on 
regardless.  'All of us are getting grilled and warned 
about explicit content on our phones.'  On Monday 
it was revealed that Claire Jenkins, 29, made 
several X-rated movies inside the Faslane nuclear 
submarine HQ, HMNB Clyde, with her leading 
seaman boyfriend Liam Doddington - who was also 
based at HMNB Clyde.  Warfare officer Lt Jenkins 
has commanded a team of sailors on the HMS Artful 
and was responsible for the £1billion vessel's hi-
tech outer casing of sound-damping tiles. 
 

Those tiles allow the vessel to glide through the 
ocean stalking Russian subs.  She was also 
responsible for Tomahawk cruise missiles, 
embarking special forces at sea and covert 
insertions.  A Navy source told The Sun: 'The 
Commanders can't believe it.  There could be all 
kinds of security risks involved.'  Lt Jenkins is thought 
to have cleared a rigorous vetting process to get her 

role, including a 
grilling on her sex 
life.  However, she 
secretly as Cally 
Tayloy invited 
people to pay her to 
act out their sexual 
acts.  In her profile 
on Only Fans, she 
wrote: 'I'm 29 and 
working that 9 to 5 
life, I love to be 
naughty and stay 
colourful.  My 
naughty side can 

sometimes get me into trouble, but that feeling of 
excitement we can get from doing this just makes me 
so hot and bothered.'  She is thought to have 
confessed her discretions to the top brass when 
challenged last week.  However, she continued to 
post more content over the weekend.  A Royal Navy 
spokesman said: 'An investigation is under way and 
it would be inappropriate to comment further.'   
Editor:  I can only see one outcome, But the 
Regulating Branch job has certainly changed! 

http://www.navybooks.com/
http://www.navybooks.com/
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WORLD SHIPPING NEWS 
 

Another Large Loss of Containers at Sea 
Maritime Executive 20 Jan 2021 

Heavy weather in the North Pacific is being blamed 
for the loss of containers aboard one of Maersk’s 
containerships.  This is the third container loss 
incident recently reported in the Pacific.  Maersk is 
saying that approximately 750 containers were 
lost overboard from the Maersk Essen, a 148,723 
dwt vessel with a capacity of 13,100 TEU.  The loss 
occurred on 16 Jan, but the line did not supply 
details on the vessel’s location.  According to 
tracking provided by Pole Star, the Maersk Essen 
was about 430 nautical miles NNE of Honolulu at 
about 1800Z on 16 Jan 2021. She operates on 
Maersk’s TP6 Asia/US West Coast route and as 
such would have made calls in Vietnam, Hong 
Kong, and Yantian, China before arriving in Xiamen. 
 

Sea Level Rise Worse than Feared 
RCN News/Guardian,  02 Feb 2021 

A study recently published by researchers at 
Norway’s Niels Bohr Institute indicates that the rise 
in sea level due to melting ice caps is likely to occur 
faster and to a greater height than recent estimates 
suggest.  The UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change recently released an assessment 
suggesting that sea levels were unlikely to rise more 
than 1.1 metres by 2100, but the Norwegian team 
says this is inconsistent with historical data, and 
their models instead show a worst-case rise of up 
to 1.35m. Researchers say that they hope this study 
will help calibrate future models and inform more 
accurate predictions.  These new findings come 
shortly after another study revealed that the world’s 
ice deposits are now melting at a speed that 
suggest we are approaching the ‘worst-case climate 
warming scenario’ required to bring about this 
maximal sea level rise. 
 

Taiwan Expels Thousands of Chinese Dredgers 
RCN News/Straits Times,   25 Jan 2021 

Taiwan’s Coast Guard reported in late Jan that it 
had expelled 3,969 Chinese sand dredgers for 
illegally working in Taiwanese waters, up 
dramatically from 600 expulsions in 2019 and 71 in 
2018.  A Taiwanese official said that the gravel 
appears to be used to enhance China’s offshore 
islands in the East China Sea, such as Dadeng, 
where a new civilian airport is being built.  This 
dredging appears to be part of a larger Chinese 
pressure campaign against Taiwan across several 
domains, including a record 380 incursions into 
Taiwanese airspace in 2020, to discourage Taipei 
from seeking official independence, as well as 
signal to the Biden administration that it should not 
support Taiwan as stridently as the previous 
administration, despite strong signals that 
Washington would continue such support.  As 
China continued its sabre-rattling toward Taiwan 
last week, again threatening war on Taiwan if it 
declares independence. 

LATEST SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

Damage to Japanese Submarine 
After It Collided with a Cargo Ship 

Subsim News  9 Feb, 2021 
The diesel-electric attack submarine was surfacing 
when it impacted the 51,000-ton commercial vessel 
off the Japanese coast.  The Soryu, which has a 
surfaced displacement of approximately 2,900 tons 
and a length of just over 
275 feet, scraped the hull 
of the commercial vessel 
as it was surfacing, 
according to the 
Japanese MoD.  The 
cargo ship was the bulk 
carrier Ocean Artemis, 
which departed Qingdao, 
China & was headed for 
Okayama Prefecture in 
Japan.  With a gross 
weight of around 51,000 
tons and a length of 750 feet, the Ocean Artemis is 
registered in Hong Kong and was transporting iron 
ore.  Photos of the Soryu underway after the accident 
show the damage to its starboard side sail.  Reports 
says it also sustained damage to antenna mast, 
impacting the sub’s ability to communicate for some 
time after the accident. MV Ocean Artemis, 
sustained only minor damage, & no injuries were 
reported. The Maritime Self-Defence Force said 
three crew members on the submarine suffered 
minor injuries and the vessel’s mast was damaged 
but not enough to hinder its ability to sail. 
 

HMCS Victoria back in Commission 
RCN & CTV News   05 Feb 2021 

The Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) is conducting its 
Task Group Exercise (TGEX) 21-01 exercise off the 
coast of Vancouver Island for the next two weeks 
and this will include the diesel-electric hunter-killer 
submarine Victoria.  The exercise marks the return 
to service of Victoria, which has been under 
extensive maintenance since 2015. 
 

French Navy SSN Patrolled South China Sea’ 
RCN & Naval News   09 Feb 2021 

France’s Minister of the Armed Forces announced 
via Twitter that the French Navy’s Rubis-class 
nuclear-powered attack submarine Emeraude had 
deployed to the Pacific Ocean and had completed 
patrols in the South China Sea as a sign of France’s 
support for allies in the region and freedom of 
navigation in those disputed waters. Minister Parly 
said the mission was important for advancing 
cooperation with France’s allies in Australia, Japan, 
and the United States, as well as protecting 
France’s own territories in the Pacific. The 
deployment is said to be a strong sign of France’s 
commitment and ability to deploy significant assets 
to the Indian and Pacific Oceans, where its territory 
accounts for nearly 93% of France’s massive 
exclusive economic zone. 
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New Sonar Sees Underwater from the Air, 
Promising to Transform Anti-Submarine Warfare 

Subsim News   5 Feb, 2021 
Researchers at Stanford University have developed 
a new type of sonar to overcome the previously 
insurmountable problem of seeing underwater from 
the air.  Sound does not travel easily between air and 
water: there is a 65-decibel loss, which means 
roughly a million-fold decrease in intensity, making it 
makes it virtually impossible to pick up sound 
reflections from the air. The new technology can map 
the seabed and potentially detect mines, submarines 
and other underwater targets from aircraft.  
Currently, the only ways of using sonar from aircraft 
are sonar buoys (sonobuoys) dropped into the water, 
or dipping sonar lowered to the sea surface from a 
hovering helicopter.  The helicopter cannot move 
while using dipping sonar, so it has to check one 
spot, raising the sonar, fly somewhere else, lowering 
the sonar again, and so on.  By contrast, the new 
Photoacoustic Airborne Sonar System or PASS, 
developed at Stanford with funding from the U.S. 
Navy, will work from a moving aircraft.  ‘Our vision of 
the proposed technology is to capture images 
continuously as the airborne vehicle flies over the 
water,’ Stanford researcher Aidan Fitzpatrick told 
Forbes. ‘Similar to how synthetic aperture radar 
systems or in-water synthetic aperture sonar 
systems work today.’  PASS combines two advanced 
technologies to achieve this feat: laser-generated 
sound, and novel sound sensors. 
 

Editor:  The excellent Royal Canadian Navy 
International reports also comments:  Drone 
helicopters for ASW?  The tech-heads at the War 
Zone provide details about recent tests of a rotary-
wing MQ-8C Fire Scout drone equipped with 
sonobuoy launchers that works in tandem with 
manned helicopters to hunt for enemy submarines. 
Northrop Grumman, the firm conducting the trials, 
says the drones can operate for up to 12 hours and 
may be able to help process acoustic data before 
relaying it to manned aircraft or warships, thus 
amplifying crewed operations. 

Confederation of Naval Associations (CONA) 
Many DS Members are members of SA, RNA and 
many other Assn’s as part of CONA thus this update. 
 

As a collective group, I believe this body is hugely 
important in its reach to the wider Naval Veterans 
community which Adrian Bell, the CEO of the 
RNRMC has charged me with reaching.  As part of 
this responsibility, I have spoken with the Board of 
the RNA and they have agreed to change the name 
of our Biennial Parade to the ‘Naval Associations 
Parade’ thereby opening it to all naval veterans and 
indeed serving.  The Parade this year will be held in 
Whitehall at the Cenotaph on Sun 12 Sept 2021 
and, as well as commemorating and celebrating our 
war dead, will, this year, be dedicated to all of our 
shipmates who have crossed the bar during the 
Covid pandemic whether they were taken by the 
virus or not.  We do this as, in the RNA, because of 
the restrictions, we found that often we were not 
able to honour the passing of our shipmates during 
the pandemic with the marks of respect at their 
funerals that they might normally have expected 
and we know that it will have been the same for your 
membership also.  We, the RNA that is, would 
therefore request that you join us at the Cenotaph 
on 12 Sept to collectively honour their memories. 
 

The Second Sea Lord has already graciously agreed 
to take the salute and, we hope, with serving 
representation from both Sultan & Collingwood, it is 
my fervent desire that the larger Assn’s may even 
consider forming a squad on this particularly 
poignant occasion.  I would hope that this might be 
achievable from some of the larger Associations, for 
example, the SA, FAAA, Assn of Wrens, ARNO & 
RMA, but I also lay down the challenge to the likes of 
the PT Branch Assn, the 21 Club, the Destroyers and 
the Jack Dusty Associations.  Absolutely all are 
welcome and those too small in numbers to march 
separately will always be welcome in the bosom of 
the RNA squads.  This year, after this hideous 
trauma the people of our country have endured, we 
are keen to see a display of standards across the 
Assns which is worthy of the Shipmates we honour. 
 

Furthermore, as we all get older, and no doubt 
grumpier, it strikes me during the lockdowns of the 
pandemic that we ought to be doing more for our 
more isolated members or indeed their widows or 
widowers, some of whom find themselves recently 
bereaved as a result of the pandemic.  The RNA has 
therefore ditched its subscription in the hope that we 
can reach more of the hidden, lost and lonely Naval 
Veterans in our communities.  We absolutely don’t 
want to steal away your members because we know 
that the camaraderie that membership of your tighter 
Assns brings is hugely valuable.  We would however 
ask you to consider sharing this news with your 
membership so that they can sign up to the RNA (for 
free) as well as your own organisation to allow a 
communication flow across the wider naval veteran 
community.  And to allow us to reach some members 
with some of the projects we are engaged in with the 
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support of the RNRMC to combat loneliness.  
Initiatives like Project Semaphore which seeks to 
reach that element of our collective community which 
possibly missed the opportunities of digital 
connection by providing iPads and gentle instruction 
in their use or the new Standing by your Side initiative 
of Sparko TV which seeks to allow veterans to use 
their television sets to communicate with family and 
oppos and take part in shared activities.  We are, 
after all, all proud of our naval heritage and keen to 
allow the naval veterans in our community the dignity 
of friendship and comradeship when they most need 
it.  All naval veterans are encouraged to sign up to 
the RNA for free on our website at https://royal-naval-
association.co.uk/  
 

I would ask you therefore to accept this as a diary 
marker for 12 Sep 21 – details will follow – and I 
look forward to hearing back from you with your 
positive responses.  In addition, we plan to have 
another CONA Conference as soon as we start to 
see a way ahead through Covid. 
Capt Bill Oliphant RN RNA General Secretary/CEO 
 

Sculptor Chosen to Create 
National Submariner Memorial 
RN Press Release  11 Feb 2021 

British sculptor Paul Day has been chosen to create 
a national Submariner Memorial inspired by a Royal 
Navy family.  The memorial will be unveiled next 
year at the National Memorial Arboretum at a 
ceremony attended by Prince William, Commodore-
in-Chief Submarines.  Known for creations like the 
Battle of Britain Memorial on Embankment and the 
Meeting Place sculpture at St Pancras, Paul Day’s 
design for the Submariner community takes its 
inspiration from the 
winning entry of a 
national 
competition.  Chris 
Groves, on behalf of 
the Groves Family, 
whose design won 
the public national 
competition to 
inspire the final 
design, said: ‘Three 
generations of our 
family have been submariners, my father Adrian, 
me, my son Nick and his girlfriend Si.  ‘We are really 
passionate about the Submarine Service and we 
wanted to create a design that would fittingly be a 
memorial for all the submarine family. We will be 
hugely proud of the eventual memorial.’  The 
memorial will be 4m long and 3.5m high, cast in 
bronze, with a quote by Sir Winston Churchill: ‘Of all 
the branches of men in the forces there is none 
which shows more devotion and faces grimmer 
perils than the submariner.’  The Submariner 
Memorial Appeal is currently raising £375,000 to 
fund and maintain the memorial, which will replace 
the existing small plaque. 

Candy pictured in the February 
Derbyshire Newsletter as my new 
virtual DS Assistant Secretary was 
so disappointed and upset that she 
did not get proposed as secretary, 

or mentioned, 
propositioned, in fact 
she complained not 
even ‘one ribald comment’ from any of 
you Submariners so, she had a word 
with the young very pretty woman who 
was sat next to the Chief Tiff at the 
Traf Dinner reported on page 5 (The 
two Tiffs), and taking her advice she 
has gone and joined the Wrens!  
Apologies, or comments anyone? 
 

Chatham Historic Dockyard 
I came across this Web Page on line and it is full of 
lots of ‘Birds Eye Views’ including HMS/M Ocelot 
and the other ships and the dockyard.  Many DS 
Members well acquainted with Chatham if not for 
having served on some of the Ships and vessels but 
also based in Chatham either for training or just 
general visits such as the Truculent Memorial which 
is normally held in Jan though the museum not 
open.  If you have a computer well worth a look. 
https://wwou hw.kentonline.co.uk/news/in-depth/a-
birds-eye-tour-of-the-historic-dockyard-
242393/?cmpredirect  
 

Valentine’s Day 2021.  With still being in lock down 
Valentine’s Day needed a bit of pre-planning, which 
fortunately I am pretty good at!  With a shopping 
delivery every two weeks, just prior to Christmas I 
slipped in two boxes of expensive chocolates with 
one hidden away for 14 Feb.  Local flower people I 
normally use are all shut down except Funerals and 
online orders were over £30 to come through your 
letterbox so I gave that idea a miss.  But I did get 
appreciation for my ‘Personal themed’ homemade 
Valentine Card and we had a nice 
walk locally along a disused railway 
embankment in good weather.  
Enroute home we passed a horse 
stables which had an interesting 
offer I could not ignore!  To sum up 
after our wonderful Sunday meal late afternoon my 
wife proclaimed it was a good romantic Valentine’s 
Day not even marred by my eagerness after our 
walk to get the car out to go around to the stables 
to collect 12 bags of Free Horse Manure for our 
garden from outside the Stables!  Who said 
Romance was dead?  I thought I would stay stum at 
this point as I appreciated the help collecting it! 
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