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A POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

If you Ever See Me Out Jogging, 
Please Kill Whatever 

is Chasing Me! 
 

EDITORIAL 
 

REMEMBER 
2am Sunday 28 March 2021 
Clocks Go/Went FORWARD 1 Hour 
 

DS Traf Dinner.  Though, obviously too early to 
book, but if the DS Trafalgar Dinner 
happens it will be either Frid 22 or 
Sat 23 Oct 2021.  Members who 
would like to attend, are requested 
to let me know your preference 
of night, and Yes/MRU numbers. 

 

Jason Cole the DBR Organiser has 
advised 2021 is a ‘Runner’ as long as 
Boris’s Plans stay on Track, which we all 
hope and pray for!  See Pg 22 for details 
& please contact Terry if appropriate 
 

Feedback Pgs 13-14.  Thank you to all who 
contribute to The Trade Journal.  Its primary aim is 
to keep Derbyshire Submariners (DS) Members 

informed of our activities and has 
diversified a bit to keep members 
informed on RN & all Submarine 
related news on this long lockdown.  

However, we do not mind sharing our on-line efforts 
and thank you for the support of our Webmaster and 
many others who contribute and support DS. 
 

Another Sad Time hearing of the losses of long-
time friend from Pompey, Les Hanks and Liverpool 
two Merseyside stalwarts, Rick 
Rothwell and Dave Palmer.  In April 
we Remember some of our Lost 
Boats and crews Pg 5, & new 
Submarine Memorial Pg 7 as well 
as Ian Molyneux GM RN and his wife 
Gill and young family Pg 24 and appropriately on 
the same page, the We Remember Submariners 
organisation commemorating its 10th Anniversary.  
BZ to WRS and those that make it happen. 
 

Terry Hall 
The Trade Journal Newsletter Editor 

Hon. Sec/Treasurer, Derbyshire 
Submariners’ 

Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk 
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WELFARE MATTERS & LIGHT HEARTED VIEW OF CV 
 

Veterans’ Gateway App.  The Veterans’ Gateway 
have just launched their new app, and we would 
urge all of you vets with smartphones to download it 
and have browse.  The app helps veterans find 
support organisations in their area using their 
smartphone or tablet. These organisations cover 
both the Armed Forces sector and wider charity and 
not-for-profit sectors.   Based on your location, you 
can access the support you need with finances, 
housing, employment, relationship, physical and 
mental health, and more.  The directory, which is 
intuitive and easy to use, groups all NHS facilities 
across the country, and over 2,000 charitable 
organisations. You can either use the map tool to 
look for organisations in your area, or search by 
name, post code, or descriptive words (e.g. financial 
support). 
Download by clicking on the links below: 

• Download on the App Store (for 
iPhone/iPad)  

• Download on Google Play (for Android) 
 

COVID PLAN Z 

 

The diagram above is a very light hearted 
interpretation of Boris's programme for the return 
to normality.  To me, what it's really saying is that 
we can't really conduct full Derbyshire 
Submariners group activity until 21 June at the 
earliest.  However, at least it's something to aim 
for, and it does give the opportunity to maybe 
make tentative plans (or dreams as the case may 
be) to see some light at the end of the tunnel 
regards returning to some form of normal.  These 
dates of course are all conditional upon progress 
with vaccination and hospitalisation numbers and 
we need to be careful to maintain a good respect 
for this enemy, and not drop our guard too early. 

Ongoing Covid Matters 
On Page 17-18 of this newsletter, I have with the 
permission of the RNA Welfare an Article on dealing 
with Covid.  I appreciate after over twelve months of 
the Lock Downs and Rule Changes it is sometimes 
very tedious and their only word of caution is please 
do make sure you re-publish latest information as 
the rules around Covid change frequently, and the 
recently published road-map needs to be taken into 
account.  That light hearted chart below also made 
me smile and hopefully no one will take offence at 
the humour part of a very serious pandemic we have 
all found ourselves in.  However, I make no excuse 
for the humour I as editor attempt to inject into this 
newsletter in the hope it helps to enable us all to 
cope with our individual situations. 
 

At the beginning of March, I also shared a portion of 
the Port Philips Papers newsletter from Australia 
to bring some joy to DS Members with a good group 
of ‘Jack’ Cartoons by Tugg, especially remembered 
from the Navy News in the 1960-1970’s, too lifelike 
of many we have all known, not to be based on 
Royal Navy Sailors of the time!  I had very good 
chuckle feedback from DS Members and the  

 

 

Favourite appeared to be the What Next?  Men in 
the RAF Joke!  Back to Leadership Courses, the 
‘Tug’ parade ground cartoon reminds me of my 

Leading Hands Leadership Course at HMS 
Collingwood where we few Submariners were 
always the target of the Parade Ground GI’s!  

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUW9ompj6kI43U5lvWpc6J8DUzYI887MtUIfO574IDKYDWxCcR6Z5G5-2B9XJ0h9DTpZGlTI2wgUwevNIoyYDRWnLc-3DsLxv_yWwgA2zXtYMzlAZG3vRnogJyb8gta0eLbwx-2BstgcpmItXkCDQaGvtdW1gZuEXSbkN9PJlNNlHSpSt3-2Ffekj1D95YgnhkDJf3OSUKjftBI7HLipRmhZOGqXHX0NzXZikt-2FuEjVUxn8-2B3hqEh2vloPjw1CgOEbx9zYB23lx2lPjo2VweqwEHNBFf4YQjqhJbXIr-2FmVkK90pP5ronNdodpeg1S88jzwb7JPLr3K5KEKCwjafJgZqR5mtVdLd9DYMMEG0nagD1c4CCsSJkI-2Fcccza2phdV4bdI797GmWhKYqsbPT-2B96iSIQHWhvFc6GeQxXQRWhO9Pv4kO6GkFQnsYsN9wGCFRSZoeeSvsvJRhYSixo-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUTt6SU02bzZ3n8zymumt6-2B98nHBh55L69xof5hQl8eYfnf8JhDbAW0N4JWJY7cpgoa2m-2FyLip5ZB5NZ1Soto9iIX1m0fFkN3r7YS8LuuHn-2BNO0y-2F54PbPrGD3HXcjm7AaEeUC7ekIfSqvxHIbjqX1J7dq4eVI1ghUMCUfxaCxe30MpoXv9SRKVq9yLIkD1obtWvqXf5ofwiRFoNDJDv3MqeuxVujsPFD5ABm9fdRAZxF66fk_yWwgA2zXtYMzlAZG3vRnogJyb8gta0eLbwx-2BstgcpmItXkCDQaGvtdW1gZuEXSbkN9PJlNNlHSpSt3-2Ffekj1D95YgnhkDJf3OSUKjftBI7HLipRmhZOGqXHX0NzXZikt-2FuEjVUxn8-2B3hqEh2vloPjw1CgOEbx9zYB23lx2lPjo2VweqwEHNBFf4YQjqhJbXIr-2FmVkK90pP5ronNdodpegxiBubzTAMJQS89g5xTTdnAcVZpd14XA2AKxc1iffKaGWbjGXjtK-2FjtDcNUuf-2FmGWNV6kyZ-2FD8tnh9lTHE5xWBjAQlfDrPR6CFO-2FD42s47JCXGZK5BVYqW9fQokeLZJvGqiAsI659JdKmo2zRUy-2FjKs-3D
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UNPOLITICALLY CORRECT PAGES 
 

Supermarket Car Park Scam.  Please be warned I 
was parked in Sainsbury’s Car Park and was totally 
unaware I had fallen victim to this clever Eastern 
European scam over the last month.  I had simply 
just dropped into Sainsbury's supermarket for a bit 
of shopping and it turned out to be quite an 
experience.  Don't be naive enough to think it 
couldn't happen to you or your friends!  Here's how 
the scam works:  Two very good-looking 20–21 year-
old girls of eastern European origin come over to 
your car as you are packing your shopping into the 
boot.  They both start cleaning your windscreen, 
their breasts almost falling out of their skimpy T- 
shirts.  When you thank them and offer them a tip, 
they'll say 'No' and instead they ask you for a lift to 
another supermarket, in my case, Tesco.  You agree 
and they both get in the back seat.  Enroute, they 
start undressing, until both are completely naked.  
Then, when you pull over to remonstrate, one of 
them climbs over into the front seat and starts 
crawling all over your lap, kissing you, touching you 
intimately and thrusting herself against you, while 
the other one steals your wallet!  I had 
my wallet stolen on January, 8th, 12th, 
15th, 20th, 25th, 29th, Feb 1st, twice on 
the 14th, 15th, 17th, 24th and twice 
again yesterday.  So please warn all 
the older men you know to be on the 
lookout for this scam.  The best times 
seem to be just before lunch and about teatime in 
the afternoon while it’s still light.  Incidentally; Aldi 
have cheap wallets on sale for £1.99 each but Lidl 
wallets are £1.75 and look better!! 
 

Please be Careful, people are going crazy from 
being locked down at home. Again.  I was just 
talking about this with the Microwave and the 
Toaster while drinking my ’15-year-old Pussers 
Rum’.  Anyway, we all agreed that things are getting 
really bad.  I didn’t mention any of this to the 
Washing Machine, because she puts a different 
‘Spin’ on Everything.  Certainly, I couldn’t share with 
the Fridge, ’cause he’s being acting Cold and 
Distant lately.  In the end, the Iron straightened me 
out by saying the situation isn’t all that pressing and 
all the wrinkles will soon get ironed out!  The 
Vacuum, however was very unsympathetic.  It told 
me to just ‘Suck’ it up!  The fan was very optimistic 
and gave me hope that it will all ‘Blow’ over soon.  
The Toilet looked a bit ‘Flushed’ but didn’t say 
anything when I asked its opinion.  The Front door 
said I was becoming ‘Unhinged’ and the Doorknob 
told me to ‘Get a Grip!’  The Curtains told me to ‘Pull 
myself together!’  So, I thought I would hold the final 
conversation with the cats and the dog.  Our two 
cats just ran in the kitchen and sat near their food 
cabinet meowing expecting to be fed because I had 
talked to them, and my calling the dog to come and 
have a conversation was a complete failure when I 
was advised by my wife with no patience 
whatsoever, that we did not have one! 

Shocked Mummy.  A little girl goes to her mum 
after school says ‘Mummy, Mummy I just saw 
Graham’s willy.  Her mum was very shocked but 
the little girl continued, ‘It was like a Peanut’.  The 
mum giggles, and replies ‘Why? was it small?’  
The little girl looked at her mother quizzically and 
said, says ‘No Mum, it was very salty!’ 
 

The Vicar.  A Vicar was explaining that he must 
move on to a larger congregation that will pay him 
more.  There is a hush within the congregation.  No 
one wanted him to leave.  John Tarr, who owned 
several car dealerships in the area, stood up and 
proclaimed, ‘If the Vicar will stay, I will provide him 
with a new top of the range car every other year, 
and his wife with a people carrier to transport their 
children!’  The congregation sighs in relief and 
applauds.  Jolly Jack an ex-matelot, a successful 
entrepreneur and investor, stands and says, ‘If the 
Vicar will stay on here, I'll personally double his 
salary and also establish a foundation to guarantee 

university education of all his 
children!’  Loud applause.  
Sadie Jones, age 89, stands 
and announces with a smile, ‘If 
the Preacher stays, I will give 
him sex!’  There is total 
silence.  The Preacher, 
blushing, asks her, ‘Mrs. 
Jones, whatever possessed 
you to say such a thing as 
that?’  Sadie's 90-year-old 

husband Jake is now trying to hide.  He is holding 
his forehead with the palm of his hand, and shaking 
his head from side to side, while his wife replies, 
‘Well, I just asked my husband how we could help, 
and he said, 'Screw the Vicar!'. 
 

Which Doctor?  Harry is unable to perform 
sexually. He goes to his doctor who tries a few 
things.  Nothing works, so the doctor refers him to 
an American Indian medicine man.  The medicine 
man says ‘I can cure this.’  He throws a white 
powder in a flame.  There is a flash of billowing blue 
smoke.  He says ‘This is powerful medicine.  You 
can only use it once a year.  You say '123' and it will 
rise for as long as you wish’  Harry asks ‘What 
happens when it's over, and I don't want to 
continue?’  The medicine man replies ‘All you or 
your partner has to say is '123' and it will go down.  
But be warned, it will not work again for another 
year.’  Harry rushes home, eager to try out his new 
powers and prowess.  That night, ready to surprise 
Joy, he showers, shaves, and puts on an exotic 
shaving lotion.  He gets into bed, and lying next to 
her, says ‘123.’  He suddenly becomes more 
aroused than at any time in his life, just as the 
medicine man had promised.  Joy his wife, who had 
been facing away but was very aware that her 
husband for the first time in ages was getting 
sexually excited, turns over and asks ‘What did you 
say 123 for?’ 



 4 

Did you Know?  You have to self-isolate for 14 
days when you come back from Iceland?  I am not 
sure if it's the same with Tesco and Aldi. 
 

I’ve Heard it's great travelling on Eurostar, But it's a 
killer on the Orient Express! 
 

If You’re Given the Choice between money and 
sex appeal, take the money.  As you get older, the 
money will become your sex appeal. 
 

A Submariner on his ninetieth birthday was 
interviewed by the BBC Radio Derby.  He said he 
still has two abiding passions’; he stated.  ‘One is 
my model railway, the other women.  But, at the age 
of ninety, I find I am getting just a little too old, for 
the model railway!’ 
 

Dating Ads for Seniors found in 'The Villages’, a 
Florida Newspaper.  Who says seniors don't have a 
sense of humour?  
 

Foxy Lady. Sexy, fashion-conscious blue-haired 
beauty, 80's, slim, 5'4' (used to be 5'6'), searching 
for sharp looking, sharp-dressing companion. 
Matching white shoes and belt a plus. 
 

Long-Term Commitment.  Recent widow who has 
just buried fourth husband, looking for someone to 
round out a six-unit plot.  Dizziness, fainting, 
shortness of breath not a problem. 
 

Serenity Now. I am into solitude, long walks, 
sunrises, the ocean, yoga and meditation.  If you are 
the silent type, let's get together, take our hearing 
aids out and enjoy quiet times.  
 

Winning Smile.  Active grandmother with original 
teeth seeking a dedicated flosser to share rare 
steaks, corn on the cob and caramel candy. 
 

Beatles or Stones.  I still like to rock, play the guitar 
and cruise in my Camaro on Saturday nights.  If you 
were a groovy chick, or are now a groovy hen. let's 
get together and listen to my eight-track tapes. 
 

Memories.  I can usually remember Monday 
through Thursday.  If you can remember Friday 
through Sunday, let's put our two heads together. 
 

Mint Condition Male, 1932 model, high mileage, 
good condition, some hair, many new parts 
including hip, knee, cornea, valves.  Isn't in running 
condition but walks well. 
 

Sport Commentators 
 

‘I never comment on referees, and I am not going to 
break the habit of a lifetime for that prat’. 
Ron Atkinson, Former Footballer and manager. 
 

‘Sure, there have been injuries and deaths in 
boxing, but none of them was serious. 
Alan Minter, Boxer & World Middleweight Champ 
 

‘Both these players seem to anticipate the play of 
the other almost before it’s happened’ 
Tony Gubba, Sports Commentator 
 

‘Playing with wingers is more effective against European 
sides like Brazil than English sides like Wales’. 
Ron Greenwood, England Football Manager 

Wine Shop Owner to two customers, both retired 
old seafarers: ‘You’ll like this one 
gentlemen, it’s made from anti-diuretic 
hybrid grapes and it reduces the number 
of trips people of your age take to the 
toilet during the night!’ It’s called PINO MORE!!’ 
 

A Submariner Stoker is stumbling through the 
woods totally drunk when he comes upon a 
preacher baptising people in the river.   He proceeds 
to walk into the water and subsequently bumps into 
the preacher.  The preacher turns around and is 
almost overcome by the smell of alcohol, 
whereupon he asks the drunk submariner, ‘Are you 
ready to find Jesus?’  The Submariner answers, 
‘Yes, I am.’  So, the preacher grabs him and dunks 
him in the water.  He pulls him up and asks the 
drunk, ‘Brother, have you found Jesus?’  The 
Submariner replies ‘No, I haven't found Jesus.’  The 
preacher shocked at the answer, dunks him into the 
water again for a little longer this time.  He again 
pulls him out of the water and asks again, ‘Have you 
found Jesus, my brother?’   The submariner again 
answers, ‘No, I haven't found Jesus.’  By this time 
the preacher is at his wits end and dunks the 
submariner in the water again, but this time holds 
him down for about 30 seconds and when he begins 
kicking his arms and legs, he pulls him up.  The 
preacher again asks the submariner, ‘For the love 
of God, have you found Jesus?’  The submariner 
wipes his eyes and catches his breath and says to 
the preacher, ‘Are you sure this is where he fell in? 
 

Pets During Self Isolation. Dogs think: ‘Oh 
wonderful, you're here all day, and this is the best 
that could happen to me as I can love you, see you, 
be with you and follow you!  I am so excited because 
you are the greatest, and I love you being here at 
home with me so much! 
Cats: ‘What the Hell are you still doing at home?’ 
 
Ok, So, if the Corona Virus isn't about beer, why 
do I keep hearing about cases of it? 
 

Never in my wildest of wild dreams did I ever think I would 
go up to a bank and request money with a mask on. 
 

To the people who bought 20 bottles of soap leaving 
none of the shelves for others, you do realise that to 
stop getting Coronavirus, you need other people 
washing their hands too. 
 

Chinese doctors have confirmed the name of the first 
person to contract Coronavirus. His name is Ah-Chu. 
 

To those who are complaining about the quarantine 
period and curfews, just remember that your 
grandparents were called to war, you are being called 
to sit on the couch and watch Netflix. You can do this. 
 

How come the Off Licences don't have empty 
shelves?  Don't people understand that they will be 
quarantined with their spouses and children? 
 

I went to the chemist today & asked the assistant ‘what 
kills the Corona Virus?’  She replied to me ‘Ammonia 
Cleaner’  I said ‘Oh, I am sorry, I thought you worked here’ 
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JEFF BACON © CARTOONS 
 

A cartoon which 
in my past 
experience is 
applicable to 
both military and 
civilian groups & 
organisations! 
 

Though in 
mitigation these 
events are 
generally held in 
a location away 
from the work 
place and 

therefore unfamiliar to start with to avoid distractions! 
 

THE TWO TIFFS 
The Senior of the two Tiffs took his Baby Tiff on his 
first run ashore abroad in Crete.  They went on a 
mule ride down the famous valley.  As they entered 
the valley the mule that the Baby Tiff was on 
stumbled and the Chief Tiff said, ‘That's Once’.  
Further down the valley 
partly because the mule 
was startled by the Baby 
Tiff trying to sing, the mule 
stumbled again, which 
resulted in the Chief Tiff 
saying ‘That's Twice’.  
Finally, at the narrowest 
part of the canyon the mule 
by this time fed up with the Baby Tiffs singing 
stumbled again and the Chief Tiff said ‘That's Three’ 
and he dismounted, took a pistol out of his haversack 
and shot the mule dead.  The Baby Tiff was very 
taken aback and tearful at this reaction by his boss, 
and said ‘Was that really necessary?’  The Chief Tiff 
looked at him, and responded ‘That's Once!’ 
 

APRIL SUBMARINE LOSSESS 1901-2001 
Many with close connections to Derby including 
WWI C16 lost 16 April of which ERA John Brooks 
grave is tended by DS in Nottingham Rd Cemetery.  
The famous HMS/M Upholder was lost on 14 Apr 

1942, Wakelyn VC of which a 
street is named after in 
Shardlow and despite the 
controversy over the true 
resting place of the crew of 
HMS/M Urge, the history books 
generally acknowledge her loss 
as 29 April 1942 and of course 
HMS/M Sahib was lost on 24 
April 1943 with our Late 
President Ken Holtham a 

survivor.  HMS/M Affray, on 16 Apr 1951 was the 
last RN Submarine lost at sea,  In total the RN has 
lost 26 Submarines in the month of April 1915-1951 
of the total of 174 that have been lost since the 
Submarine Service was formed in 2001. Resurgam 

Tomorrow Will Be A Good Day 
Poem inspired by the passing of Capt Sir Tom Moore 
 

 

Captain Tom inspired us all 
He surely earned his wings. 

He lived his life and gave us hope 
And what commitment brings 

 

It brings us all together 
When the days are dark and long 

It brings a ray of sunshine 
So, we all can carry on 

 

Unselfishly it makes us see 
That we are not alone 

It paves the way for progress 
In a world to us unknown 

 

With strength and understanding 
We can all conquer our wars 

Tom proved that age is nothing 
No deterrent to the cause 

 

So now that Tom has left us 
He expects us to be kind 

And to think of one another 
Now he’s left us all behind 

 

To fight this fight and seize the day 
When all seems to be lost 

To battle on and win this war 
Regardless of the cost 

 

‘No virus will defeat us’ 
I can almost hear him say 

‘Don’t mourn for me remember this 
Tomorrow will be a good day’ 

 

by David Whitney, Torrevieja, Spain 2021 
 

U96 & SS Bedale 1917  My cousin sent me an 
article regarding a temporary display you had to 
mark the end of WW1 Centenary Sun 11 Nov, 2018. 
The article mentions the engine room clock from the 
German submarine U96.  I wondered if there was a 
photo you might be able to email me or information 
regarding this.  My Grandfather Edward Pierpoint 
was serving on the SS Bedale which was carrying 
coal from Cardiff to Bremenhaven and was sunk 25 
miles from Minehead by the U96 on 6 Oct 1917. The 
CO was Heinrich JeB. who commanded the U96 
from 11 Apr 1917 to 31 Aug 1918, then U90 from 01 
Sept 1918 to 11 Nov 1918.  My grandfather was 
lucky enough to survive though I don't know how. 
Any help would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.  
Name: Cerisa Ann Young 
Email: cerisa.young@googlemail.com 

mailto:cerisa.young@googlemail.com


 6 

War Widows Offer Cookbook TJ257 Mar 2021 
Pg 13.  This elicited interesting responses, all positive 
I might add & with Irene Shiels permission I use hers 
below.  Those in Derby will know Irene as a past 
Chair of WW Derby & Nationally.  Derby SA and DS 
have always worked closely and supported WW’s in 
Derby and several used to join our trips and socials. 
 

Hello Terry. I read the newsletter this morning 
exchanging a pot of tea for a mug of coffee. (Exciting 
times!)  Firstly, thank you very much for promoting 
the WWA Cookery book.  As you so rightly say, it is 
a good read irrespective of the recipes.  Secondly. 
There has been a deal of comment lately re the 
Census and the question of the inclusion of the term 
‘Veteran’.  In a recent leaflet a Veteran is described 
as someone having served in the Armed Forces.  As 
a War Widow, I always believed I was classed as a 
‘Veteran’?  Certainly, I was presented with a 
Veterans’ badge.  Believe me. If you were married to 
someone serving in the Armed Forces you most 
definitely Served!  I feel very strongly about it.  I was 
positively encouraged to apply for a Veterans’ badge 
and it was finally presented to me with a deal of 
‘Pomp and circumstance’.  Now, it would appear, all 
of that was just ‘show’.   I have also raised the 
question with the War Widows’ Assn.  Irene Shiels  
 

My Response to Irene was: I sense you have 
another campaign coming on?  My mother was very 
much an Army Wife with my Father the Sgt Major of 
the 16/5th The Queens Royal Lancers and my father 
was presented with the last new Regimental Colours 
by HM The Queen.  The Regt is now disbanded and 
amalgamated.  I also well remember living in 
Osnabruck as a 9-11 year old (the longest I ever 
lived in one place) we always had a suitcase in the 
hall to flee back to UK if the communist came over 
the border. Married to my father in Egypt in 1949 my 
mother came back to UK to have me in Derby & 
returned to Tripoli in N.Africa her first married quarter 
was a tent with me just born!  I also, remember 
watching my mother and father learning the Lancers 
Dance in our Sitting room, as Ordered by the Colonel 
who said all WO’s Will lead the Dance and teach the 
other ranks too! You did not question the Colonel 
and Married Quarters were regularly inspected for 
tidiness and cleanliness!  As a young lad I often got 
a thick ear for thinking it was a laughing matter! 
 

It is also in our newsletter that we always appreciate 
our ladies, as we appreciate what they put up with.  
Especially, RN where separation is more regular than 
the other services and often for longer.  Before the 
Commissions of ships and submarines were reduced 
in the 1970's I remember being on HMS Berry Head 
and we sailed Jan late 1960’s, not coming home for 
2 years, great for us single men but not so good for 
those married with wives and children in UK.  See 
also the comments on page 7 with regards families 
of Servicemen on the new SM Memorial ‘In order to 
honour the sacrifice of families who bear the brunt of 
separation and worry, they are present in the hearts 
and minds of those onboard. 

Continued from TJ257 Pg13 Col 2:  Around 
5:30pm, Mama Raw announced she would be 
swanning off out to a committee meeting.  There was 
an audible group gasp as we realised, she wouldn’t 
be making the tea.  Me and BR looked at Gran and 
Dad.  Gran said ‘I’m on my holidays, I’m not cooking’.  
‘Dad said ‘There’s no ships in dock I can take you to 
for scran’.  They all looked at me.  As the oldest and 
most brilliant and intelligent of the siblings by default, 
the job of ‘cooking tea for the family fell to me.  BR 
pretended she was far too young to handle a hot pan 
and I’ve never wanted to punch her so much in my 
life.  Making tea for us all was up to me.  I decided to 
attack it with the same vigour and gusto of an A-Team 
member and I prepped the kitchen. 
 

I made the mistake of asking what folks wanted to 
eat.  Apparently, a ‘proper fry up’ for tea was all the 
rage back then!    They wanted bacon, eggs, beans, 
mushrooms, chips and tomatoes.  Having never 
ever seen an uncooked mushroom in real life I was 
now expected to prep and cook more than one of 
them.  I wanted to be zapped into another 
dimension.  I knew I had to just get on with it and 
used all my improv skills.  I smashed the 
mushrooms and grated the chips.  I think I chopped 
the tomatoes and I am still not sure what happened 
to the bacon.  I had all four rings alight on the hob.  

I used every pan in the kitchen.  
I was crying and shouting.  My 
beloved family were just 
laughing at my plight.  It was the 
first day in my life that I wished I 
had rat poison to hand.  The egg 
pan was spitting burning hot oil 
at me, the beans were sticking 

to the bottom of the pan, the tomatoes were boiling 
over and I can’t even remember what happened to 
the chips.  I have never project managed such a 
hideous disaster in my entire life and I’ve worked as 
a lifeboat captain on a capsizing cruise ship. 
 

I finally presented plated food to the fork waving 
homo sapiens in front of me.  They laughed at the 
state of me; I looked like a deranged chimp, and the 
kitchen looked the same as if my family of chimps 
had run riot!  Dad thought it was hilarious, Gran 
snubbed her nose cos one of her eggs was ‘a bit 
overdone’, BR kept asking about the whereabouts 
of the chips.  These were the people I loved the 
most in the whole world and in that moment, I 
wanted to punch each of them in the face with a 
stapler.  I did not eat my tea that night.  I went to my 
room in a proper huff and made them all clean up 
my apocalyptic mess between them.. 
 

I Still Hate cooking.  I never use more than one 
ring at a time and if I can’t make it all in one pan it 
doesn’t get made.  Moral of the Story.  When your 
Mum goes out to a committee meeting, lock yourself 
in your bedroom with a 6-pack of Monster Munch 
and a can of pop.  * Dad was appalling at cooking 
and usually, when Mum was out or away, he would 
just take us down to the ship to be fed.  Helen Raw 
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Submariner Memorial to be Sculpted 
by Artist Paul Day 

A national Submariner Memorial inspired by a Royal 
Navy family will be sculpted by well-known British 
artist Paul Day.  The memorial will be unveiled next 
year at the National Memorial Arboretum (NMA) at 
a ceremony attended by Prince William, 
Commodore-in-Chief Submarines. Known for 
creations like the Battle of Britain Memorial on 
Embankment and the Meeting Place sculpture at St 
Pancras, Paul Day’s design for the Submariner 
community takes its inspiration from the winning 
entry of a national competition.  The memorial will 
be 4m long and 3.5m high, cast in bronze, with a 
quote by Sir Winston Churchill: ‘Of all the branches 
of men in the forces there is none which shows more 
devotion and faces grimmer perils than the 
submariner.’ 
 

The Submariner Memorial Appeal is currently 
raising £375,000 to fund and maintain the memorial, 
which will replace the existing two-sided plaque 
which when installed was the only design and the 
maximum allowed at the time at the NMA.  This was 
sponsored by SA and combined with a SA AGM 
weekend in Derby. Actor Colin Firth is supporting 
the appeal after starring in Kursk: The Last Mission 
about the loss of the namesake Russian submarine 
off the North Cape in 2000.  He is also due to play 
naval intelligence officer Ewen Montagu in 
upcoming film Operation Mincemeat, the story of 
the ‘man who never was’ which tricked the Germans 
over the invasion of Sicily.  Colin Firth said: ‘Filming 
Kursk: The Last Mission gave me a vivid insight into 
the lives of our submariners.  The service and their 
loved ones have made huge sacrifices over the past 
century, and continue to do so today as they carry 
out their secret work far from public gaze.  As so 
many of our lost submariners have no graves, a 
fitting memorial at the National Arboretum will give 
those left behind a place to gather and grieve.  I 
can't wait to see this appeal reach its goal.’   For 
details about the appeal please visit 
www.submarinermemorial.uk  
 

The designer, Paul Day, said: ‘Mirroring the winning 
design, I imagine visitors walking through a 
somewhat confined space to suggest the 
constraints upon movement that dictate life onboard 
a submarine.  The conning tower shape has that 
advantage of being instantly recognisable, a beacon 
that could be easily spotted and identified within the 
plethora of monuments at the arboretum.  ‘In order 
to honour the sacrifice of families who bear the brunt 
of separation and worry, I decorate one side of the 
conning tower with a low relief depicting spouses, 
children and parents waiting for their loved ones to 
return.  They are present in the hearts and minds of 
those onboard.  Their subtle presence in relief would 
signify this and the very real part they play in 
keeping submarines working at sea.’ 
 

Aging Gracefully is like the nice way of saying 
you're slowly looking worse. 

Chris Groves, on behalf of the Groves Family, 
whose design won the public national competition to 
inspire the final design, said: ‘Three generations of 
our family have been submariners - my father 
Adrian, me, my son Nick and his girlfriend Si.  ‘We 
are really passionate about the Submarine Service 
and we wanted to create a design that would fittingly 
be a memorial for all the submarine family.  We will 
be hugely proud of the eventual memorial.’  For 
more information contact Alice Farrow (07966 
886180 or alice@just-alice.com). Pictures of the 
design are available for download at 
submarinermemorial.uk/memorial-gallery. 
 

Case Study  Sisters Ann Matthews, 81, and Gill 
House, 79, have no memory of their submariner 
father.  AB James Shanahan was lost with WW2 

submarine HMS 
Utmost in the 
Mediterranean in Nov 
1942, aged just 30.  
Four months earlier the 
gun layer had been 
awarded the 
Distinguished Service 
Medal at Buckingham 
Palace by George VI.  
The medal’s citation 
spoke of AB 
Shanahan’s ‘efficiency 
as a helmsman at 
diving stations, his 

keenness as night lookout and excellent hearing 
during depth charge attacks, contributing to HMS 
Utmost’s success’. The U Class submarine had 
significant impact in the Mediterranean during the 
first years of the war, sinking German and Italian 
vessels.  But she is thought to have been lost in a 
minefield while returning to Malta at the end of her 
24th war patrol.  Following AB Shanahan’s death, his 
wife Bridget worked to support Ann and Gill, who 
were sent to live with their grandmother Annie 
Scanlon in Country Cork for safety.  In 1947, Bridget 
was able to have her daughters back home in 
England but, until then, Gill’s granny was the only 
mother she knew.  The sisters still have the letters 
their father sent home from Malta but have only 
looked at them once because his loss remains so 
raw.  ‘The last time my father left the house he said 
‘it won’t be long before Ann’s 21’.  ‘When I went into 
the kitchen on my 21st birthday, there was a present 
on the table and my Mum was crying her eyes out,’ 
said Ann.  The sisters have made a significant 
contribution to the Submariner Memorial Appeal, 
which plans to replace the current, small 
remembrance plaque at the National Arboretum.  
For them, a new, fitting memorial will be ‘a 
recognition of just how many submariners died’.  
‘When you look at all the other memorials and you 
look at that one, it’s just so sad.  ‘Many of our 
submariners died in a terrible way,’ they added.  
About one third of WW2 Royal Navy submariners 
perished, most without graves. 

http://www.submarinermemorial.uk/
mailto:alice@just-alice.com
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The Submarine Service 
Often known as the ‘Silent Service’, the RN has 
always been at the forefront of underwater warfare 
and built an enduring reputation for professionalism 
and courage.  Submarines combine qualities of 
stealth, endurance and flexibility, characteristics 
which give them unparalleled freedom to operate 
worldwide in support of national and coalition 
operations.  Since 1968, the RN has deployed the 
UK’s Nuclear Deterrent by maintaining one nuclear 
missile armed submarine at sea on patrol 
continuously. RN hunter killer submarines carry the 
Tomahawk cruise missile and have been involved in 
all recent UK military campaigns from Kosovo to 
Afghanistan and Libya.  For more information on 
Submarines: https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/our-
organisation/the-fighting-arms/submarine-service  
 

Royal Navy Officer Shows How to Sink Cleared 
Careers with Porn Filming on a Nuclear Base 

Peter Suciu  Clearance Jobs  10 Feb, 2021 
 

Editor:  I find it a very sad indictment of a of RN 
Submariners, by a minority and especially the Party 
Boat 1 report which was totally contained alongside 
the boat in a ‘secure RN dockyard to allow the crew 
a respite but the Question is who the hell with a 
brain the size of a ‘Smartie’ put it on social media 
when their Skipper was doing them a favour? 
 

Since Aug of last year, there have been at least 
three significant incidents that have ‘sunk’ the 
careers of RN submarine officers. While submariners 
are known to work hard at sea and play even harder 
when they’re on dry land, the string of recent events 
should serve as a warning to every military officer as 
well as any security clearance holder as how not to 
behave.  Earlier this month, RN officer, Lt. Clair 
Jenkins, was found to have been filming ‘Porn to 
Order’ with her Leading Seaman lover inside a secret 
British nuclear base.  Known to ‘fans’ as Cally Taylor 
on the OnlyFans website, she was reported to have 
filmed the explicit videos at Faslane Nuclear 
Submarine Headquarters at Her Majesty’s Naval 
Base Clyde in Scotland.  Many of the videos are 
reported to have included her 29-year-old lover, 
Leading Seaman Liam Doddington, who is also 
based in Faslane.  After being confronted by her 
bosses and confessing, instead of ceasing the 
activities as requested, Jenkins,  then posted more 
X-rated content as recently as last weekend.  At issue 
is the fact that Jenkins serves on the hunter-killer 
submarine HMS Artful and her responsibilities 
include embarking special forces teams at sea.  
While the officer has been open and honest with her 
bosses and explained this is how she spends her free 
time, one issue is whether she has completely come 
clean and whether anything she is holding back could 
be used to compromise her or her lover(s).  Another 
issue has been whether the videos shared anything 
that could even remotely compromise the security of 
the facilities.  ‘Any unauthorised filming in a secure 
facility could be grounds for a security concern,’ 
explained attorney Bradley P. Moss of the Law Firm of 

Mark Zaid, in an email to Clearance Jobs.  ‘Doing it for 
illicit means such as this only worsens the violation.’ 
 

Party Boat Part 1.  The incident involving Jenkins 
follows other notable displays of ‘bad judgment’ 
among naval officers from the UK. RN Cdr Jonathan 
Lewis, found himself relieved of his command for 
what amounted to hosting a military version of ‘booze 
cruise’ last August.  Lewis, who was the captain of 
the British hunter-killer submarine HMS Trenchant 
threw a party for the crew during a coronavirus 
lockdown after the boat reported to Devonport 
dockyard in Plymouth.  It actually involved little more 
than a dockside BBQ with loud music, and was put 
on by the CO of the Trafalgar-class submarine to let 
the crew blow off some steam while they remained in 
isolation for an additional two weeks.  It may have 
seemed harmless, but there was a problem.  The 
senior officers onshore, as well as some of Lewis’ 
own officers, advised him against going ahead with 
the party.  He took a ‘damn the torpedoes, full speed 
ahead’ attitude and hosted the event.  If that wasn’t 
bad enough, crew members posted photos that 
included some being seen ‘swilling beer’ and it didn’t 
help matters that techno music could be heard ‘miles 
away.’  A senior defence source said that this was 
just one of a number of instances that had 
undermined the trust and credibility of his ability to 
command. 
 

Party Boat Part 2.  Just months after the dockside 
party in the UK, the crew of the HMS Vigilant proved 
to be anything but vigilant in how they acted when the 
submarine made a port visit to the U.S. Navy’s East 
Coast SSBN hub in Georgia.  Following that visit in 
October, more than 30 crewmembers tested positive 
for the novel coronavirus, and that impacted the 
ability of the Vigilant to conduct its mission.  The 
submarine is one of only four Vanguard-class ballistic 
submarines armed with Trident missiles and is 
tasked with maintaining the UK’s nuclear deterrence 
force.  The sailors serving on the £3 billion submarine 
were ordered not to leave the quarters at the Kings 
Bay Navy Base, but at least a dozen totally 
disregarded those rules and headed off to bars, 
restaurants, and of course strip clubs, with at least a 
few traveling several hundred miles to Florida, which 
at the time had been among the states hardest hit by 
the pandemic.  It was also a failure from nearly the 
top down, as The Daily Mail reported that Lt Cdr 
Louw, a weapons engineering officer in charge of the 
boat’s nuclear missiles, reported drunk and with a 
bucket of barbecue chicken in tow when he finally 
turned up late for his shift on the submarine.  That 
incident was also just the most recent event 
involving bad judgment aboard the Vigilant. 
 

In 2017, some sailors serving on the submarine 
violated liberty and tested positive for drugs; while a 
prior captain and fellow officer were also relieved of 
duty after it was found they had sex with female 
officers onboard the boat.  As a result of those prior 
scandals the sub earned the dubious nickname 
‘HMS Sex and Cocaine’ in the British press! 

https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/our-organisation/the-fighting-arms/submarine-service
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/our-organisation/the-fighting-arms/submarine-service


 9 

Royal Navy says Faslane Single Living Cabins 
Are up to Scratch 

Craig Borland Helensburgh Advertiser 10 Feb 2021 
The RN has insisted that its accommodation for 
single military personnel at Faslane is up to scratch, 
after auditors slammed the quality of provision for 
the UK’s armed forces.  According to a UK-wide 
report by the National Audit Office (NAO), the 
Ministry of Defence is ‘not meeting its commitment 
to provide all service personnel with high-quality 
subsidised accommodation’.  The report says that 
more than one in three single military personnel 
lived in single living accommodation (SLA) which 
was graded ‘poorer’.  Satisfaction levels with the 
SLA provided to serving personnel have also fallen 
from 58% to 49% over the past five years, according 
to the report.  But the Navy says most of the SLA 
cabins provided at Faslane have been built since 
2006, some of it completed as recently as 2019, and 
says that all the new SLA cabins at the base meet 
the latest standards.  A RN spokesperson said: 
‘HMNB Clyde has benefitted from significant 
infrastructure investment in the last 15 years, much 
of which has focussed on upgrades to our Single 
Living Accommodation (SLA).’ 
 

 

According to the NAO, some military personnel 
living in SLA cited problems with heating and hot 
water, limited storage space, poor or expensive wi-
fi and a lack of cooking facilities.  Gareth Davies, the 
head of the NAO, said: ‘Decades of under-
investment has left many of the barracks where 
members of our armed forces live in a poor state. 
Problems with heating and hot water are not 
conditions that they should have to tolerate.  ‘It is 
encouraging that more focus has been given to 
single living accommodation since 2018, but the 
improvements will take time to have an effect. MoD 
needs to get this right if it is to retain service 
personnel in the long term.’  An MoD spokesperson 
said: ‘Our armed forces personnel are at the heart 
of everything we do and it is only right they are 
provided good quality and affordable living 
accommodation.  ‘We have invested £1.2bn over 
the last decade on construction and upgrades of our 
accommodation and continue to invest in a range of 
new-build and renovation projects.  ‘We thank the 
NAO for their report and will carefully consider their 
recommendations.’ 

RN Bases to Follow Portsmouth in Honouring 
Falkland War's 'Unsung' Dockyard Heroes 

Tom Cotterill  Portsmouth The News 16 Feb 2021 
Thousands of workers were scrambled in 1982 to 
prepare the RN’s liberation fleet to retake the 
Falkland Islands from Argentinian invaders.  But 
their herculean response to the crisis, which saw 39 
ships in Portsmouth being readied for war in a 
matter of days, had broadly been overlooked.  That 
was until last year, when a campaign by a former 
Portsmouth-based sailor led to the city’s naval base 
unveiling its first tribute to the army of dedicated 
engineers.  Now, The News can reveal that six other 
naval sites, Devonport, Gibraltar, Portland, Clyde, 
Hull and Chatham, are braced to follow suite, 
unveiling their own tributes next year to mark the 
40th anniversary of the conflict.  While a further two; 
Rosyth dockyard in Scotland and the site at the 
Ascension Islands, more than 4,100 miles away, are 
also launching their own plans. 
 

The news has thrilled veteran sailor Andrew Cave, 
who spearheaded the initial campaign for a plaque 
in Portsmouth.  He said: ‘When I first contacted 
Portsmouth there was no intention on my behalf of 
contacting other dockyards, who were involved in 
this conflict but I decided to research this subject 
matter further and was amazed by the 
achievements and sacrifices made by all dockyard 
personnel to ensure that the Task Force was ready 
for war.  ‘Thirty-eight years have now passed since 
the start of this conflict and I believe that these 
dockyard workers, their families and indeed the 
dockyards have waited far too long and deserve a 
lasting recognition as our nation was facing a severe 
crisis and they played a massive part in the success 
of the operation.’  The Argentinian invasion force 
stormed the Falklands on April 2, 1982.  The 
invaders eventually surrendered on 14 June. 
 

Much of the Royal Navy task force dispatched to 
reclaim the islands set sail from Portsmouth, 
including aircraft carriers HMS Invincible and HMS 
Hermes, in which Mr Cave was serving as a 17-year-
old sailor.  ‘I can remember our Captain Lyn 
Middleton signalling the dockyard thanking them for 
their magnificent support and this was repeated by 
other departing ships,’ added Mr Cave, who joined 
the navy in 1981.  ‘I can also remember being told by 
one of these dockyard workers after the conflict that 
many of the jobs that were done in order to make 
sure that everything was ready for the ships to sail on 
time would normally have taken weeks but had been 
done around the clock in just days.’  Portsmouth 
North MP Penny Mordaunt, who champion the 
campaign was ‘pleased’ other docks had followed 
Portsmouth and said: ‘It is quite right that we honour 
these incredible efforts, determination and skills of 
these yards in readying the task force.  ‘Without them 
delivering, no campaign could have been mounted.’  
A plaque was unveiled in Portsmouth in October 
2020 and will be immortalised inside the historic 
dockyard’s Boathouse No 7. 
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Submarine Rescue Vehicle for Far East 
R. Scott UK-based Forum Energy Technologies 
A new free-swimming submarine rescue vehicle 
(SRV) for an Indo-Pacific navy.  The new vehicle, 
designated LR11, is being supplied to Submarine 
Manufacturing & Products (SMP) as part of a larger 
submarine rescue equipment package.  While neither 
Forum nor SMP have identified the navy in question, 
Janes understands that the end customer is the 
People’s Army of Vietnam Navy.  SMP was awarded 
a contract in 2018 to supply a complete submarine 
rescue equipment solution, including a transfer under 
pressure (TUP) system, an SRV, work-class remotely 
operated vehicles (ROVs), atmospheric diving suits, 
and a submarine emergency ventilation and 
decompression system (SEVDS), for installation on a 
new purpose-built submarine rescue ship.  Images 
released by the company show the vessel concerned 
to be Yet Kieu, a Damen 9316 multipurpose 
submarine search and rescue 
ship built by the Z189 shipyard 
in Hai Phong.  According to 
Forum, the new LR11 SRV can 
operate at depths of up to 
600m and will be capable of 
rescuing up to 17 people at a time.  It is divided into 
two sections: a command module for pilots and a 
rescue chamber for the submarine crew.  While 
building on earlier LR-class SRV designs produced by 
Perry Slingsby Systems, acquired by Forum Energy 
Technologies in February 2007, LR11 offers 
increased power and utilises an advanced auxiliary 
thruster control system that allows for operations in 
high current conditions.  The vehicle is able to attach 
to submarines at angles of above 40°.  LR11 will be 
shipped at the end of January.  It will undergo final sea 
trials with its customer during the first quarter of 2021. 
 

Harpoon Missiles Are Returning to US Navy 
Subs After a 25-Year Hiatus 

Popular Mechanics, 11 Feb 2021 
Reports suggest that the U.S.  Navy is refurbishing the 
UGM-84 Harpoon missile for re-introduction on board 
its attack submarines.  The submarine-launched 
Harpoons were removed from service after the Cold 
War and the shift away from anti-surface operations, 

but the re-
emergence of 
potential peer 
competitors has 
prompted the USN 
to seek more 

offensive capabilities beyond their torpedoes.  The 
submarine launched Harpoon is fired from a torpedo 
tube in a sealed cannister, and the missile emerges 
once the cannister reaches the surface.  Upgraded 
versions of the surface and air-launched Harpoon 
feature new GPS guidance and datalink capabilities, 
and these are likely to be integrated onto the 
submarine-launched version, which has a purported 
range of 74 nautical miles and can execute a ‘pop-up’ 
manoeuvre on its terminal phase. 

Dynamic Manta ASW Exercise Kicks off 
In Central Mediterranean Sea 

RCN Naval News, 23 February 2021 
NATO’s anti-surface warfare and anti-submarine 
warfare (ASW) exercise Dynamic Manta 2021 has 
started in the central Mediterranean Sea and 
concludes 5 Mar.  Hosted by Italy and led by 
Standing NATO Maritime Group 2, the exercise 
involves surface, subsurface, and aerial assets 
from eight nations; The RCN will not participate this 
year. The French Carrier Strike Group Charles de 
Gaulle will be participating along with other surface 
vessels from France, Belgium, Greece, and the 
U.S., in addition to submarines from Turkey, 
Greece, Italy, and the U.S.  The exercise is one of 
NATO’s two primary annual ASW exercises and is 
meant to enhance interoperability while 
strengthening NATO’s forces in the Mediterranean, 
and its submarine presence in particular.  
Observers note that involvement of a US nuclear-
powered submarine and the Charles de Gaulle 
makes this year’s iteration of Dynamic Manta more 
technically complex than the last.  The exercise 
comes as Mediterranean Sea has become 
increasingly contested with non-NATO forces, 
such as Russia, which has been fielding more 
submarines in the area.  No mention of the UK? 

 

France’s SNLE 3G Deterrent Submarine 
Programme gets Green Light 

Jane’s, 23 Feb 2021 
France has announced that they have approved the 
commencement of the development of the Marine 
Nationale’s (MN) third generation of nuclear-powered 
ballistic missile submarines (SSBN). The four initial 
boats will replace the MN’s current four Triomphant-
class SSBNs beginning in 2035, followed by three 
more subs at five-year intervals thereafter. The 
announcement fulfils part of the 2019-2025 Military 
Plan Law, which requires a replacement of the 
Triomphant SSBN’s to ensure that France has a 
continual at-sea nuclear deterrence capability, and the 
ability to have at least one SSBN on patrol at all times. 
 

Saudi Women can Now Join Military 
RCN News & Al Jazeera   22 Feb 2021 

Women in Saudi Arabia will soon be able to officially join 
the Armed Forces, following a ruling by the MoD.  As of 
1st March, women can apply to join the Kingdom’s 
Military as an enlisted member and will be able to hold a 
rank up to Staff Sgt.  In addition to typical fitness eligibility 
criteria for men, female recruits must be between 21-40 
years old, have a high school education, and cannot be 
a government employee, nor be married to a foreigner.  
Women have become increasingly integrated into Saudi 
society, including receiving the right to drive in 2018, the 
right to travel without a male guardian’s permission in 
2019, and the ability to work in more service and 
administrative positions that were previously exclusively 
the domain of men.  the ruling does exclude women 
from becoming commissioned officers and maintains 
the gendered structuring of the leadership of the 
country’s Armed Forces. 
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A Walk Through a SSBN 
Blair Shaw   NGB/Subsim 31 Jan, 2021 

Permission to Come Onboard  Sleek, black and 
rarely seen; the submarine is without doubt the most 
powerful weapons carrier man has ever devised, 
nothing comes close to it for fire power not even the 
mighty American aircraft carriers.  For over half a 
century these dark menacing machines have been 
prowling the depths of every ocean on earth awaiting 
the order that we all hope never comes.  Today they 
still prowl our depth but, in less numbers, only six 
countries have nuclear powered submarines armed 
with submarine launched ballistic missiles, they are 
the United States, Russia, France, China, United 
Kingdom and the newest member India.  Each has 
a varying level of capability and arsenal’s and joint 
top of that list numerically is the USA & Russia. 
 

Located just 40km from the D day beach Utah, is the 
city of Cherbourg.  This city has lots of maritime and 
military history.  In 1912 Titanic called here, on June 
6th 1944, the American 4th infantry division landed on 
the Cherbourg peninsular and today Cherbourg 
houses the Le Redoutable; the first of her class and 
the first French built nuclear powered ballistic missile 
submarine and, the first ballistic missile submarine on 
public display.  Laid down in Nov 1964, and launched 
in March 1967, Le Redoutable was finally 
commissioned in Dec 1971 in a class of six 
submarines that would go on to provide France’s 
deterrent at sea for nearly decades.  
Decommissioned in Dec 1991, she would be laid up 
until the year 2000 when she again was moved.  This 
time to remove her reactor compartment and insert a 
steel plug.  Her 7,000t ton bulk had to be lifted out of 
the water and placed inside a specially built dry dock.  
Today it is possible to see nearly every inch of the 
boat.  If she had been in the water, like an iceberg, 
she would be partially hidden with only one third of 
the submarine visible.  Approaching the submarine, 
you get a sense of just how big this boat is, 140m 
long, 10.5m wide and a draught of 10m. You would 
think that that’s plenty of space for the 135 crew! 
 

Unlike many other museums which start forward this 
museum starts aft.  The first place you come to is the 
aft engineering room.  Here the single GWC PKR 

K15 16,000shp 
nuclear reactor 
produced steam to 
turn the turbines and 
gear box, which in turn 
made the single seven 
skew bladed propeller 
turn to propel the boat.  
With a maximum 
speed of around 30 

knots, conditions are somewhat spacious for a 
submarine the tight gaps and haphazardly placed 
machinery gives you the sense of being in a small 
space.  In reality, the submarine herself would rarely 
move fast. 

Her mission was to hide in the ocean and await 
orders to fire her missiles on pre-determined targets, 
like the USA and UK. France’s President had no idea 
where she would be at any given time nor did the 
chief of naval staff.  The only people who knew of her 
exact location were on board the submarine and 
even then, it was not the entire crew. The exact 
location was known by just four people.  The typical 
speed of a boomer on station is slightly above that 
of walking pace at around four to five knots.  At this 
speed the amount of noise created by the propeller 
is minimal, the seven blades have to turn less often 
than a four or five bladed propeller. The diameter of 
the propeller is also important. The screw on Le 
Redoutable is some 30 feet across meaning to 
achieve four or five knots the screw would turn at 
around 45 revolutions per minute.   
 

Why do they go so slowly?  The deeper a 
submarine goes the less risk it has of a phenomenon 
called cavitation.  This is where the blade is spinning 
so fast that it creates low pressure around the edges 
and tips which causes the surrounding water to boil. 
The bursting of the oxygen bubbles given off by the 
boiling water creates sound and it also damages 
(minutely) the propeller blades. Importantly, this 
phenomenon leaves a trail in the ocean that can last 
for hours or even days and cavitation can be heard 

thousands of miles 
away.  An example of 
this is when a Russian 
Alfa Class submarine 
was detected coming off 
the North Cape at 40 
knots heading for the 
Atlantic Ocean.  Her 
noise trail was detected 

in Bermuda.  Cavitation usually occurs in the 
shallower depths when running at higher speed and 
with the increase in atmospheric pressure from diving 
deeper the risk reduces.  The equation is for every 
ten meters you dive you increase the pressure by 
one atmosphere. 
 

Bearing in mind the after end is where a torpedo will 
hit first or at least underneath if it’s wake homing that 
this area when operational could hold as many as 
25 people, which would make this confined area feel 
even smaller.  The Machinery Space, is home to 
many different and important items that keep the 
submarine running.  If you thought it was a bit 
cramped in the aft machinery compartment, the 
machinery space will really give you the sense of 
being squashed and enclosed.  In this compartment 
we can see the osmosis and electrolysis plants as 
well as back up diesel engines.  The osmosis plant 
would provide fresh water from sea water for the 
crew to wash, cook and drink.  Another key element 
is the electrolysis plant as it is in these that oxygen 
is made from sea water by passing an electrical 
charge through the water and separating the 
hydrogen molecules from the oxygen molecules  
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(reverse osmosis).  The excess hydrogen is then 
dumped overboard while the oxygen is circulated 
around the boat.  When measured for particulate 
matter it turns out the air on a nuclear submarine is 
much cleaner than the air we breathe on the street, 
due to its low pollutant levels.  One of the most 
impressive features of a nuclear submarine is the 
fact it can remain submerged for months at a time; 
limited only by its food supply, the entire mission will 
be made completely independent of the surface and 
may last anywhere from a few days to six or seven 
months. The reason it can do this is because the 
nuclear reactor produces so much power it can 
power the osmosis plants and electrolysis 
equipment as well as the entire boat on a daily basis 
(this is known as the hotel load).  In fact, the single 
nuclear reactor gives out enough energy to power a 
small town.  Engineering Control Room.  The 

engineering 
command 

station, 
where every 
mechanical 

object vital 
for the operation of the ship is controlled.  This 
control room oversees everything from the 
submarines speed to the amount of power the egg 
whisk has in the galley.  Moving forward you enter a 
blank open void, which is particularly handy if you’re 
uncomfortable in confined spaces.  You can catch 
your breath here while a film is playing on the 
bulkhead showing how they turned the boat into a 
museum.  Incidentally, where we are standing used 
to be where the nuclear reactor once was prior to its 
removal because after all it is still classified top 
secret.  Another pertinent reason for its complete 
removal of course is that it contained many kilos of 
spent uranium fuel which is radioactive.  This 
compartment would normally be off limits for most 
of the crew in an active submarine, but for tourists, 
this is biggest section of open space on the entire 
submarine (as a museum ship). 
 

The Missile Compartment.  Before you know it, 
you’re stood in the compartment that is the entire 
reason for this boat’s existence.  Spanning three 
decks and the outer deck casing these white 
cylinders (sixteen in total) once housed a weapon of 
awesome power.  This is the missile section.  Here 
a crew of specialists would care for their deadly 
cargo 24hrs a day, 7 days a week, checking and re-
checking every few hours ensuring that France had 
a ready and capable retaliation weapon.  This area 
made me stop and think about the awesome fire 
power in this one craft and the sheer destructive 
capability it had.  Like most SSBN’s she could fire 
her missiles under water at a depth of around 45m 
using vapours and gas from a pre-burn motor.  The 
missile would leave the tube and never get wet, as 
it breaches the surface, a sensor detects the fall of 
the rocket and ignites the first stage.  From here its 
where the missiles are fired from the submarine. 

Central Command Post  Entering the nerve centre 
of the submarine or the central command post, it is 
here where the Captain and XO will take all 
decisions for the submarine.  This is the place where 
they would control or fight the ship.  Not only do they 
steer the ship but also 
navigate, listen out for 
other contacts using 
passive Sonar, they 
make all the tactical 
decisions during an 
operation using all the 
data from the sonar system and other sensors 
dotted around the control room.  Navigating.  How 
do you work out how far you can go in a set time 
while at sea?  Well, here is a basic rule set for you 
often used for dead reckoning.  3 & 6 Minute Rules.  
A Nautical Mile (NM)=2000 yards (yds), 
Additionally, 1 knot (kt)=1 NM/hr = 2000 yds/hr (this 
is the equivalent to MPH) 3 Minute Rule:Speed 
(kts) *100 =Distance(yds) travelled in 3 minutes 
Example: if traveling 20 knots, the distance you’ve 
travelled in 3 minutes is as follows:20kts *100 = 
2000yds for 15 knots, 15kts * 100 = 1500yds.  Move 
the decimal to the right two places, answer is in 
yards.  6 Minute Rule: Speed (kts)/10 = Distance 
(NM) travelled in 6 minutes.  Example: if traveling 20 
knots, the distance you’ve travelled in 6 minutes is 
as follows: 20kts 10=2NM for 15 knots: 
15kts/10=1.5NM Don’t forget to move the decimal 
one place to the left. 
 

The Crew Quarters  Spread over two decks with 
the plush officer’s mess being below and the 
cramped regular crew quarters above. It is also here 
where you would gather to eat your meals, socialise, 
attend church or maybe watch a film.  It is widely 
known that the submarine service of any navy has 
the best food but is it any wonder being stuck at the 
bottom of the sea for months at a time?  Forward 
and Finish.  Reaching the torpedo room your as far 
forward as you can go inside the boat.  Le 
Redoutable is not like her smaller cousins the Attack 
Boats, she doesn’t look for trouble, instead she will 
hide in the deep, her torpedoes and missiles are for 
self-defence only because firing them will give away 
her position.  With tubes loaded, another dozen or 
so F-17 or L6 torpedoes could be carried alongside 
the lethal SM39 Exocet anti-ship missile.  Unlike the 
teardrop shape that other navies use, the hull form 
of Le Redoutable is rounded almost like a traditional 
ship.  Outside you get a true sense of size and 
walking under her bulk you realise that this 
submarine is a truly incredible design. 
Outside, Around and Under.  The Museum does 
allow you to walk around the outside of the 
submarine inside the dry dock, you can get some 
fantastic pictures from here but also you really do 
get a sense of the boats size.  Unlike modern boats 
the Le Redoutable does not have the now familiar 
tear drop shape.  Find out more  Visit her page at: 
https://museumships.us/france/le-redoutable 

https://museumships.us/france/le-redoutable
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NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK 
 

TJ257 Mar 2021.  Pg 18 Col 2 Can you help with T-
Class Query.  Leonard Fuld has been advised of the 
following by Peter Hulme in NZ a regular contributor 
to the Derbyshire Submariners Newsletter and long 
time friend of the late Albert Birchnall when they 
served in the late 1940’s-50’s and I include his 
response for interest of all readers with thanks. 
Responding to the request In the Derbyshire NL the 
Trade Journal.  Anything Terry, the Secretary 
requests, I try and help.  The E-mail addresses are 
in Tiny URL format, any problems let me know? 
 

http://rnsubs.co.uk/articles/development/t-conversion.html 
The electrical detail of the RN 'T' class conversion 
to a Fast Battery Submarine. With notes on the ‘O’ 
and ‘P’ class propulsion, the first new -build diesel 
submarine to follow these conversions.  PDH/ 
 

Article by Dr Ian Buxton. 
http://rnsubs.co.uk/articles/development/t-modernising.html 
Some Aspects of Modernising T Class Submarines.  
Converting the RN 'T' class submarine by increasing 
submerged speed by Ian Buxton 
 

http://rnsubs.co.uk/articles/development/diesels.html 
The Order of Battle of the RN Submarines 1948 to 
1958. PDH./ 
 

http://rnsubs.co.uk/articles/development/streamlining.html 
A review of the Stream Lining five 'RN 'T' class 
submarines. PDH/.  As per your request in the 
Derbyshire Submariners Newsletter TD257. 
 

PS Please Note that the articles are published by 
Ian Hilbeck and copyright in his name.  It would be 
courtesy to contact Dr Buxton before publishing 
anything of his, you can do this through me.  We 
both publish in good faith to record the history of the 
Royal Navy Submarine Service, Dr Buxton as an 
academic and myself, partly memories of the period 
1949-1955 when I served on four submarines, two 
being T class, later converted to an extended T 
class, but I didn't serve on a conversion.  It would be 
fair to say that in my later years, now 90, I became 
interested in the extended T Class.   Yours faithfully 
Peter.D.Hulme 
 

HMS Kenya.  The City of Derby’s WWII Adopted 
Warship for Warship Week with close links to Derby 
as the Kenya Assn Disbanded in 2015.  It of course 
also gave its name to the local Sea Cadet Unit, TS 
Kenya.  The RN Crown Colony Class Cruiser, 
entered service over 80 years ago seeing service in 
Arctic, Atlantic and Malta convoys, the hunts for the 
German battleships Bismarck, and later her sister 
Tirpitz, before ending WWII in the Far East.  She 
also saw action in Korea before she was 
decommissioned and scrapped at Faslane in 1962. 
The Assn that bore her name met annually in her 
adopted City of Derby for nearly thirty years.  Her 
Affiliation with Derby was superseded by HMS 
Sovereign and on her decommissioning in early 
2000’s we were Awarded HMS Ambush as our City 
of Derby Affiliated Submarine. 

I was very privileged to have attended the last 
‘Three’ Final Reunions held at 
the Stuart Hotel in Derby and the 
Sec of the Kenya Assn who many 
of you know; Ex MA John 
Rickwood who has advised; Hi 
Terry. It is with much Sadness 
that I tell the Last of the HMS 
Kenya 1939/40 Ships Company 
has crossed the Bar.  RPO 
Raymond ‘Ginger’ Board.  To my 
Knowledge he was the Last 
known of the wartime Ships 
Company.  Editor:  All Three City 
of Derby Affiliated Ships are 
represented in the Ceremonial 
Entrance to Derby City Council 
Housed with HMS Kenya’s Ships 

Bell part of the Memorial to those who were lost on 
Kenya throughout her life 1938-59. 
 

The Cold War Museum Devonport Proposal 
John Weale has released an update on the Cold 
War Museum in Plymouth in the form of 4xpdf docs 
which detail of work that has been completed, now 
working on options for eventual 
consideration/down-select. Intent is to propose 
options that could be developed in short-term but 
with growth potential.  Hope to have Study complete 
by end Jul.  Any DS Member is welcome to a copy 
on email on request to Terry 
 

Many Thanks Terry,  Many Thanks Terry, I hope 
you are all keeping 
well down there.  
Stay safe pal, 
Sherpa.  Robert S 
Sherriff, S55 Entry, 
Grenville, Sept 1965.  
If you know/knew 
Sherpa I can put you 

in touch by passing him your message WMP. 
chairman@thefisgardassociation.org 
 
Terry. Thank you and the DS Team for a very 
interesting Newsletter.  Hope that you are all doing 
well. Touch wood, so far none of our ageing 
members, or wives have contracted this horrible 
virus.  Best wishes to you all from Derek Grant 
Medway Towns. 
 

Buy Coins Support the 
Submarine Memorial Appeal! 
SWOCoins produce 
submarine commemorative 
coins from which all the 
profits are donated to 
charity. The Submariner 
Memorial Appeal is lucky 
enough to be one of the 
charities being supported.  
To find out which coins are 
supporting the appeal check out our website. 

http://rnsubs.co.uk/articles/development/t-conversion.html
http://rnsubs.co.uk/articles/development/t-modernising.html
http://rnsubs.co.uk/articles/development/diesels.html
http://rnsubs.co.uk/articles/development/streamlining.html
https://rnsubmusfriends.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f368a0378122071f463e5296c&id=0829842137&e=3e660c1849
https://rnsubmusfriends.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f368a0378122071f463e5296c&id=c64f654033&e=3e660c1849
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NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK TOO 
 

HMS/M Urge, The True Record.  Those who claim 
that HMS Urge has been found off Malta have 
defrauded the entire Ships Company of this 
submarine of the merit of having engaged the enemy 
with gunfire, in broad daylight, and of having been 
killed in action, rather than sunk by a mine.  The 
claimants must have been fully aware that the sonar 
images and videos they produced do not match the 
features of HMS Urge and this aggravates their 
responsibility in the fraud.  In fact, for good measure, 
they have also defrauded the Italian Regia 
Aeronautica of their successful attack on Urge at 
Marsa el Hilal on 29 April 1942 as in the official 
National Archives at Kew indicates, and discovered 
in 2012.  The problem is not so much with the 
Claim HMS Urge was found off Malta, frauds will 
always exist.  The problem is with the validation of a 
Fraudulent Claim by the Naval Historical Branch of 
the MoD, the very people who are supposed to find 
the truth and to tell the Families the real whereabouts 
of Their loved ones.  In the specific case of HMS Urge 
they have failed in this mission and Journalists never 
for a moment Checked the correctness of this news 
as they took the MoD ‘Validation’ at face value and 
are equally to blame for circulating a sham.  From the 
SA (UK), who surely suspect the truth, we only heard 
a deafening silence?  Out of respect for those 
entombed in HMS Urge (and out of respect for 
History) some correction is Demanded.  This War 
Grave is at Marsa el Hilal, Not off Malta! 

Jean-Pierre Misson, Bruxelles 
 

Hello Terry,  Read your article with interest 
regarding Australia and SM4.  Having served on 
HMS/M Trump I moved over to HMS/Tabard and 
brought her back to the UK via the Pacific and Atlantic.  
I would like to mention that you missed HMS/M 
Taciturn from the article which made the third boat 
before HMAS Oxley arrived.  Remember the Oxley 
being tied up alongside us and dwarfing the old T boat.  

I was also on the Warspite Far East deployment 
about 1976 and remember meeting up with Odin 
somewhere?  Tab Hunter was on there at the 
time, I also had a mate called Arthur Wycherley 
who was out in Oz plus Graham (Ginge) Morritt 
who died nearly two years ago after a stroke, he 
went back to Oz and served on their O Boats.  
After a stint in nukes I finished my time on Walrus.  
Best wishes  Peter.   Dr P Schofield Ph.D. 
 

I Have Asked Why a Bomb found in London would 
be defused by a RN Bomb Disposal Team rather 
than the Army?  For the benefit of Civilian Friends, 
all Three-Armed Services have a Bomb Disposal 
capability. Who deals with a device depends on 
where the bomb is found?  The Royal Navy deal 
with anything below the High-Water mark, the Army 
deal with anything above the High Water mark and 
the RAF deal with Bath Bombs & Fizzy Pop unless 
there is a danger of spiders, when they call in a 
service with more seniority.  i.e.  the Boy Scouts!!  

Marshland Maritime Museum 
Editor:  I know some DS members holiday in E.Anglia 
and of course including Costa A lot Great Yarmouth, 
thus this small Maritime Museum may be an 
interesting stop off visit to some?  I know of it as 
Derbyshire Ton Class Committee Rep, and 
understand it is very good.  Visits must be pre-
booked on 01553 765530 and the Web Page Link is: 
https://www.marshlandmaritimemuseum.com/contact-us/  
 

Welcome to Marshland 
Maritime Museum, a 
small award-winning 
museum which is the 
creation of RN veteran 

Mike Smith and his wife Jo.  The Museum was born 
from Mike’s abiding love for the RN and respect for 
the history and traditions that it embodies., Jo, Mike 
and the Volunteers enjoy sharing their stories and 
enthusiasm with all who visit the Museum.  It is 
housed in two purpose-built buildings in the grounds 
of their home in Clenchwarton, near Kings Lynn, 
Norfolk and contains over 3,000 items of RN 
memorabilia, some from Victorian times, but most 
from the 1950’s to the present day.  It is one of the 
largest collections of RN memorabilia permanently 
on display anywhere in the country.  In recent years 
the museum has extended its collection to include 
model ships and uniforms from other navies and has 
built up an extensive collection of equipment from 
Ton Class minesweepers.  The Ton Class Assn is a 
keen supporter of the museum. 
 

Over the years Mike and Jo have invested thousands 
of pounds of their own money in building up the 
collection.  Navy veterans have also donated 
uniforms and equipment and more is always 
welcome.  Mike and Jo had been collecting naval 
curios for over 25 years when they realised that their 
extensive collection had outgrown their home and 
needed to be displayed in a manner better suited to 
encourage visitors.  In 2004 they erected the first 
building in the grounds of their home, followed by a 
second building in 2009.  They now welcome a 
steady stream of visitors, in both summer and winter.  
Many are former sailors, Members of the RNA & Ship 
Associations, combining a nostalgic expedition with 
the hospitality of the nearby Victory Inn.  The 
museum also attracts young people from local Sea 
Cadet units and schools and has been used for fund-
raising events, including the Poppy Appeal and Help 
for Heroes.  The museum also hosts visits from 
Serving Personnel based at nearby Air Stations.  
Some have kindly helped by undertaking 
maintenance tasks on the fabric of the buildings.  
Mike and his volunteers are pleased to act as Guides 
to the museum to explain the significance of key 
exhibits and share their memories of service at sea.  
The museum has been used as an attractive 
backdrop for family occasions including Significant 
Birthdays and Wedding Anniversaries and also as a 
productive venue for fundraising for the Poppy 
Appeal and Help for Heroes. 

https://www.marshlandmaritimemuseum.com/contact-us/


 15 

Friends of Holbrook Submarine Museum 
Following on from last month’s Article on the sad 
passing of Mrs Gundula 
Holbrook and the Article on 
the ex HMAS Platypus I was 
kindly sent a copy of the 
Feb/Mar 2021 Friends of 
Holbrook S/M Museum and 
include some extracts here I 
hope you find interesting 
especially the dit from Spada Webb? 
 

HMAS Otway Gets a Lick of Paint.   

The Painting long weekend was a great success, 
with many willing volunteers to wield brushes out in 
the 40o+ heat every day. Otway, looks amazing now, 
and as soon as we organize a cherry picker, I have 

more willing crew to 
take on the painting 
of the fin. The event 
attracted local TV 
and news crews.  
Andrew from Dulux 
who donated the 
paint has been sent 

photos and a copy of the photos in the Border Mail.  
After a tiring 4 days of 40o+ heat, relaxing with a BBQ 
was in order and down came the pouring rain. 
 

The Naval Historical Society of Australia 
conducted a successful pilot tour of HMAS Platypus 
in Jan, managed by the Sydney Harbour Federation 
Trust, the Society hopes to conduct more guided 
tours throughout the year.  The tours cover the 
torpedo factory (RANTE), and the gas works site as 
well as Platypus which as many of you know was 
the home for Australia’s submarine squadron for 
many years.  A major theme of the tours are the 
lives of the people who worked there.  It’s a great 
opportunity to take the kids and grandkids to learn 
about the proud history of Australia’s Submarine 
Sqn and the people who work there. The next tour 
was on 17 Feb and focused on the 1942 Japanese 
Midget Submarine attack on Sydney Harbour. 
 

Life at Sea by Graham (Spida) Webb.  I left the 
Otway on her way home in Port Elizabeth S.Africa 
with suspected Mumps after the boat was diverted 
from its trip to Durban from Simonstown. On 
departing the boat, other than the clothes on my 
back and sandals, I had only a small bag of 
toiletries, an extra shirt, and a pair of shoes.  After 
the illness, I was moved to the British Consulates 
residence until flights can be arranged to Durban, 
but the Port Elizabeth floods put a stop to that.  
Nobody could imagine on Saturday night 31 Aug 
1968, what they would wake up to the next morning.  
So, when the citizens of Port Elizabeth awoke to 
some light rain, just after 7am, they thought it was 
the perfect day to roll over, snuggle up and have a 
good Sunday morning snooze.  The fact that most 
of the population remained indoors, was one of the 
main reasons for the relatively low number of 
fatalities, for a disaster of this proportion. 

At just before 8am, the heavens opened, like a 
storm of Biblical proportions.  In just over 4 hrs, 
between 0740 and 1200, a total of 14’ (352mm) of 
rain was measured at the Port Elizabeth Airport.  
Coming from a seven-kid family in Cairns, and most 
definitely ‘working class’, it was a no brainer that my 
‘upper class skill set was going to be put to the test.  
Failure came quickly.  At breakfast with my new 
‘family’, the salubrious table setting was, I thought, 
only reserved for Royalty, the centre piece of which, 
a silver tray, laden fried eggs, and bacon.  Offering 
courtesy, my host nodded for me to commence.  I 
fearfully took the tongs and proceeded nervously 
towards the bacon, snared two pieces in one grab. 
Only one made it to the plate.  The other landed 
halfway on the rock hard starched white tablecloth 
leaving a six-inch grease stain!  Their 10-year-old 
snobby kid sniggered with delight at my misfortune, 
and was scolded.  But there was worse to come. 
Next was the egg.  It could have been nerves, but 
why, why did I put the Big Fork under the egg 
instead of the Big Spoon, this has kept me awake at 
night for years.  Little snobby let out a yelp as the 
yolk dripped all the way back to my plate.  In two 
minutes, I turned a formal breakfast in to a car 
wreck.  Did I say worse was to come?  It could have 
been a change of diet, or the medication that 
Malnutrition Mal (Coxn Meakins) was injecting into 
my system while I was ill on board, but the gastro 
consequences were not only dire, but on numerous 
occasions unexpected.  ‘Skid marks’ are often used 
to describe an unfortunate personal occurrence. 
Mine were of Port Elizabeth flood proportions! 
 

After two nights I had to discard the idea of wearing 
underpants altogether.  But where to discard them? 
This place was super immaculate and there was 
nowhere to hide the damn things.  So, I rolled them 
up into a ball and poked up into the toe of my left 
shoe.  Hoping no one would see or smell them I 
stowed them under my bed.  After three days (still in 
the same clothes) The lady of the house approached 
me with an ‘Offer’.  Would I like to ‘Be with my own 
people’ as in Australians?  I might have been born at 
night, but not last night.  I took the offer to be an 
ORDER!  Soon I was on a plane to Johannesburg.  I 
was picked up at the airport and transported by black 
Buick to the residence of the Aussie Ambassador.  
‘That you Webby’.  I heard a voice call out ‘Get in 
here and have a Fosters’.  The next thing he did was 
arrange for $100 credit at clothes shop and I was 
driven there to replace my kit. It wasn’t until departure 
day to fly to Perth when I realised, I had no shoes.  
Well not with me.  They were under the bed still!   
 

I Flew across the Indian, Ocean joining Otway in 
Fremantle, and it was not until we arrived in 
Adelaide that a parcel arrived addressed to me.  
Perhaps a belated 20th Birthday present, two 
months late.  No, it was my shoes, and in a separate 
plastic bag my undies with a rubber band so they 
could not escape!  There was a note attached with 
one word!  YOURS? 
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Derby Sea Cadets Newsletter – March 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Friends of Derby Sea Cadets 
I am writing to you as a friend of the Derby Sea 
Cadets concerning the work that we do for young 
people in Derby.  Over the last few months there 
have been a number of changes in personnel in the 
Derby Sea Cadets.  CPO Gwen Nichol has 
assumed command from 21 July 2020 and Mrs 
Alison Siddall took over as the chair of the Unit 
Management Team (UMT) from in March 2020.  We 
thank their predecessor’s PO Paula King and Major 
Ralph Eales RM for their efforts over the years, a 
number of UMT members have also moved on and 
we also wish all of them well for the future.  At the 
same time, we would welcome any parent or friend 
of the Cadets wishing to join as an adult volunteer.  

The Covid-19 crisis has affected 
us all, but the Cadets have found 
themselves in a prolonged shut-
out.  They have been unable to 
use the facilities of their HQ’s in 
Farm Street, prevented from 
taking part in all of their usual fun 
activities.  In addition I am sure 

that some will probably be growing out of their 
uniforms!  Nevertheless, there has been a series of 
virtual lessons, lectures and talks as well as virtual 
training to keep them onside and interested but it 
has been impossible to create the atmosphere and 
sense of contributing that a group of friends and 
colleagues inspires when all together on a common 
purpose. 
 

However, the limitations caused by Covid-19 have 
created a significant opportunity for the UMT.  
Finding the building empty for most of the year, the 
UMT led by Alison Siddall, has engineered a long 
overdue series of improvements and maintenance 
activities to the HQ, and all within the rules of the 
crisis.  The work, which has been carefully 
arranged, will have transformed the facilities by the 
time that the cadets are allowed back in.  Walls have 
been built to make better use of space, adding an 
office as well as a new classroom, with plans for 

another.  Carpeting has been 
laid to deaden the thunder of 
young feet, new modern 
windows have been installed 
to let light in and stop heat 
getting out, the storeroom has 
been remodelled and the 
décor refreshed throughout.  
The semi-derelict external 

store has been fully restored and is at last watertight 
again.  It now needs only a lick of paint and a power 
supply.  The next focus of activity will be the refit of 
the Galley.  Further plans are in place for new work 
restoring the gates and security as well as repairs to 
the roof, showers and toilets.  There are plans for 
longer term developments including the 
transformation of the main roof space into a storage 
area and perhaps even a ten-metre range for air 

rifles.  In parallel there has been similar work on the 
outside.   Older boats are being disposed of and all 
others are going through an overhaul as have the 
launch trollies.  A fifth Pico dinghy has been 
purchased and is ready for immediate use.  The 
external boundaries have been tidied and the 
extensive vegetation cut back.  Huge amounts of 
old, derelict or redundant equipment and waste 
have been removed.  In addition, the old box trailer 
and an even older derelict smaller trailer have been 
refurbished for road use.   In the near to medium 
term the UMT is planning a revised approach to 
boating, shooting and weekend expeditions to other 
units and sites of Naval interest to broaden the 
activities available to the cadets.  It is hoped to raise 
monies to increase options for training and other 
activities.   In particular shooting which has proven 
difficult in the past.  The UMT has established a 
relationship with the Scouts for use of the facilities 
in Down Hill (just outside of the City).  This includes 
camping under canvas, archery, air rifle shooting 
and even astronomy.  All of these plans and work 
have but one aim; to improve the experience of 
cadets. The benefits of the experience of being in 
such an organisation have significant effect upon 
the maturing character of young people.  The work 
continues!  We look forward to seeing you in the Unit 
before too long.  Sincerely  Jonty Powis 
From Cdr J Powis RN (President) 
City of Derby Sea Cadet Unit (TS Kenya) 
53A Farm St, Derby, DE22 3UJ   Charity 507852 
 

Covid-19 Dims Job Prospects, 
So Young People Sign Up for the Military 

RCN News & Wall Street Journal, 16 Feb 2021 
Militaries worldwide reported an increase in 
recruitment numbers in 2020, particularly as 
employment prospects for younger adults 
decreased amid pandemic-related lockdowns. 
Canada received 37% more military applications in 
the last 9 months of 2020, Australia took in almost 
10% more recruits for the full year, the 
UK met its annual recruitment goal for 
the first time in 7 years and is trending 
to do so again in 2021, and the US 
saw a re-enlistment rate of 92%, up 
from 83% a year earlier.  Even South Korea, which 
requires some sort of public service (usually 
military), reported a 44% increase in requests to 
begin compulsory service in 2021, with the Navy 
seeing the smallest increase of the four branches, 
at 30%.  This trend mirrors previous economic 
downturns, militaries saw similar increases in 
recruitment following the 2007-09 Great Recession, 
since youths tend to be hit harder by such crises: in 
2020, 8.7% of adults aged 15 to 24 lost their jobs, 
roughly double the rate of older adults.  Similarly, 
there should be a decline in military recruitment 
once economies resurge, but the perks of military 
service, including guaranteed medical care, and the 
K-shaped economic recovery to date suggests that 
recruitment may be more resilient this time around. 
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Welfare - Good and Bad News on Covid 
At last!  We have a four-step plan with a suggested 
end date of 21 June for the lifting of all lockdown 
restrictions.  This, together with the increasing pace 
of vaccination across the UK, is good news for all of 
us.  Although cautious and slower than many would 
like this pace may be necessary to avoid a return of 

lockdowns.  The pressure of lockdown 
and isolation has challenged all, and 
particularly those for whom isolation was 
an ongoing pressure before on their 

mental health and well-being. Having good mental 
health helps us relax more, achieve more and enjoy 
our lives more.  As we count down the days, we 
must not forget others shipmates or ourselves. 
We have all been affected to varying degrees with 
some seeing lockdowns as no change in their daily 
lives.  DS at large has made great efforts to reach 
others by all possible legal and sensible means, and 
we continue our efforts at local level to support each 
other by a phone call, text, email or virtually through 
Zoom and Facetime.  Isolation and the loneliness 
that it brings can be crippling to mental health.  It’s 
not just those we know of and we must not forget as 
things ease our hidden, lost and lonely contacts and 
make efforts to support them as well.  Our prime 
communication is our Derbyshire Submariners 
Newsletter, The Trade Journal.  It has over the last 
year mainly been an increased 24 pages and we 
hope that this as per feedback has been something 
to look forward too?  Loneliness and isolation are 
bad for our mental health.  Many studies have 
shown this particularly amongst veterans; we may 
have experienced it ourselves or seen the effects in 
others.  However how can we help ourselves and 
others?  COVID-19 has made it harder to be with 
others with limited contact with family and friends and 
closed social and leisure activities.  You might be 
missing all these things and it's natural to feel like 
this.  You should not blame yourself for feeling like 
you are struggling, now or at any other time.  It's 
really important to remember these changes will not 
be forever.  One of the hardest things I have felt over 
the last 15 months of Lock Down is being able to 
show our respects with our DS Standard at funerals.  
So, what can you do if you are at home alone? 
Different things work for different people, so try to find 
what suits you, and seek further support if you feel 
you need it (see https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-
mind-matters/).  The ten tips below are suggestions 
to help you can help yourself.  
 

1. Do keep in touch and ask for help if you need 
it.  Asking for help when it’s needed is a strength not 
a weakness!  You are not alone if you belong to DS.  
Many of you have other memberships and interests 
who continue to run successful support though 
various means with some also able to offer direct 
support (but socially distanced) with food and 
medicines collection.  There are also many local 
community groups operating throughout the country 
aiming to help who would have already been in 
contact with you.  

2. Share your feelings but do not compare 
yourself with others.  It’s well recognised that being 
able to share your feelings with others can help with 
loneliness, and hearing a familiar voice or seeing a 
friendly face makes any of us feel less isolated. 
Telling someone you trust that you're feeling lonely 
can help, and it may be easier to do this with a 
shipmate or for some with someone they do not know 
after a chat first. Avoid the impression that others on 
social media are doing better than you as many 
people may only share the good things happening to 
them on social media and this can make you feel 
lonelier. Remember no one can ever be sure of what 
someone else is going through.  
 

3. Explore (new) ways to spend time with others. 
Even locked down at home you can still spend time 
with others.  There are lots of ways to reach out to 
friends and family without having to meet in person. 
Why not try a new method of (virtual) social contact? 
Many have embraced fully the new technology to link 
together and whilst texting remains popular it can be 
a bit limiting.  So, why not try talking for free to family, 
shipmates and friends over Zoom, Skype, Google 
Duo, Face Time or WhatsApp? The technology is 
relatively simple and a great way to see how friends 
and family, grandchildren are doing.  All these apps 
run over the internet on mobiles or laptops with free 
calling but, to save going over your mobile data 
allowance, do remember to use these apps on your 
Wi-Fi (you should be at home anyway!). There are 
lots of things to engage online with such as the RNA 
Fireside Chats, Wrexham Tot Nights and local 
Branch events such as meetings and quizzes. There 
are other groups you can join as well.  
 

4. Why not pick up the phone whether mobile or 
home handset and talk?  Texting is much used but 
actual calling and talking is better as chatting on the 
phone or video-calling can remind you that you’re not 
alone.  In these days of 24hr e-media, do not forget 
the value of a good old-fashioned phone call.  A 
regular call to others can make a huge difference. 
Many DS members do this by buddying up to off load 
me as Secretary and this is appreciated and hoped 
the monthly newsletter though one way (but you can 
contribute as well) maintains the DS family and 
comradeship going?  You only have to call if not! 
 

5. Be more social and make contact regularly. It’s 
helpful to create a regular routine of checking in with 
others and being more sociable as the benefit is to 
make it easier to reach out at the time you feel lonely. 
Why not try calling or messaging old Oppo’s, friends 
or colleagues on social media or text; reach out to 
someone you have not spoken to for a while.  You’ll 
both benefit!  Most of us love hearing from people we 
have lost contact with and that's very true for us all 
now. Your contact could encourage them to contact 
you more, or you could ask if it's OK to have a regular 
check-in with them. 
 

6. Treat yourself and do more things you enjoy. 
Doing more things that you enjoy fills your time and 
can stop you from focusing on feelings of loneliness  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
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and is seen as good for your wellbeing. If you can go 
out for exercise a local trip to the park or walk does 
help but do always follow social distancing guidelines 
when you are outside your home. When at home, 
entertaining media shows or podcasts are a good 
way to occupy your mind and keep you company. 
Why not look for something on TV, radio or to stream 
to make you laugh which helps all of us with our 
situation.  It is appreciated technology is not for 
everyone thus we print hard copies and post to our 
vulnerable members so they do not miss out on the 
latest news and what is going on with their group. 
 

7. Explore the benefits of exercise.  It’s well known 
this can lift your mood and help take your mind off 
things.  So why not try walking, cycling or running 
outdoors if you can or make a home indoor class part 
of your daily routine?  All of these should be tailored 
to your ability but will help.  There’s lots of advice on 
these but it’s taking that first step that’s important. 
Alternatively, to relax and calm your mind try a free 
NHS mental wellbeing audio guide or book or 
download a relaxation or mindfulness app.  
 

8. Stay busy by learning something new.  Even 
with the end of restrictions in sight, invest some of 
your time starting up a hobby or something you have 
always wanted to be able to do. It can be a good way 
to spend time with others in future in conjunction with 
meeting with mates.  There are many options out 
there both online and special interest groups covering 
usual hobbies.  Why not try learning a language to 
stretch your mind.  There are many online courses, 
from beginners through to advanced classes. For 
those working improve your work skills access the 
many free online professional courses out there.  
 

9. Volunteer to help others.  Another way of helping 
yourself stay busy is by helping others, which has the 
benefit of increasing your mental wellbeing.  You can 
volunteer from home or in your community, but 
remember to follow the current government 
guidelines if you are going out. Lots of options here.  
 

10. Try joining an online community.  If you do 
social media there are groups you can join, but If 
you're struggling with feelings of loneliness or other 
mental health issues, remember you are not alone and 
can talk to others about how you feel.  There are many 
helplines and support groups that offer expert advice 
and cover a range of mental health issues in each of 
the parts of the UK.  The source of this article was 
copied from several sources and altered as applicable 
to Derbyshire Submariner Members but applicable to 
all.  I particularly thank Geoff Apperley the RNA 
Deputy National Welfare Advisor who largely 
compiled this article in their NL.  We hope the tips 
helps you, and the light hearted graph of coming out 
of lock down on Page 2 brought a smile, even if you 
have gone Tea Total in Lockdown.  The good news for 
all of us and light at the end of what has been a long 
and at times dark tunnel. I hope all complete their jabs 
soon but don’t forget you will still need to take care 
after having your jab(s) and obey the rules for 
everyone’s sake.  Stay Safe and Stay Well. 

Help During the Covid Restrictions: 
We hope you have all received the help you may 
have needed over the last year. However, if you need 
help with coping with the restrictions then do contact 
the County Council’s Community Response Unit on 
01629 535091.  The phone lines are open on 
Monday to Friday from 9:00am to 5:00pm. 
They can help you if you have no friends or family 

you can call on and:  
You're self-isolating 
because you or a 
member of your 
household has 
tested positive for 

coronavirus or you have been in close contact with 
someone who has tested positive for coronavirus or 
you're struggling to meet your basic needs because 
of financial, social or health restrictions related to 
COVID-19 (for example, you are shielding) and 
finding it difficult to leave your home for any other 
reason (for example, because of a disability) 
 

 

Looking after your Emotional Wellbeing: 
It has been an unusual year and many people are, at 
times, feeling worried, anxious, stressed or 
overwhelmed.  It is OK not to be feeling OK.  This is 
perfectly normal.  We all cope differently with life, and 
there is no ‘right’ way to cope with this. Keep doing 
the things that help you, even if this looks a bit 
different from how you might have done this before.  
At this time, as at any other time, there is mental 
health support there for you, if you need it.  A good 
place to start is calling the Derbyshire Mental Health 
support line on 0800 028 0077 (available 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week). It's staffed by mental health 
professionals and is for all ages. They will be able to 
signpost you to further support options, suited to your 
needs at this time. 
 

Healthy and Well in Derbyshire 
Call: 01629-538200 or 0800 085 2299 

Healthy and well Find out more about the free 
health and wellbeing support available to 
Derbyshire residents. Get free stop smoking, 
weight management and physical activity support 
from Live Life Better Derbyshire. Visit the website 
at www.livelifebetterderbyshire.org.uk  or call 0800 
085 2299 

http://www.livelifebetterderbyshire.org.uk/
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The Royal Navy’s Robotic Sub will be a Test 
Bench under the Sea 

Kelsey Atherton  Popular Science 26 Feb, 2021 
The RN wants large un-crewed robot submarines to 
fight its wars under the surface of the ocean, but first, 
it has to figure out what shape that war will take. On 
16 Feb, it announced it will start accepting 
submissions from companies and universities to win 
a chance to test sensors, computers, and other 
payloads on one of its robot submarines.  This robot 
submarine is a test-bed and is formally known as an 
Extra Large Un-crewed Underwater Vehicle 
(XLUUV).  Several countries and companies have 
built these big robot submarines, from Boeing’s Echo 
Seeker to the UK’s-built Manta.  The specific testbed 
submarine that will be used for this competition is just 
shy of 30’ long and weighs almost 10 tons.  If 
selected, the sensors will be installed on the 
submarine, tried out in sea trials, and then removed.  
As a business proposition, it’s a way for companies 
interested in testing and developing add-ons to such 
robots to get some experience in a real-world setting.  
For the UK’s RN, it’s also a way to explore what kind 
of functions a future robot might have, without 
explicitly committing to buying any products.  ‘The 
main aim of this activity is to help the RN shape future 
requirements and design future capabilities and 
concepts of operation,’ the MoD says in the 
announcement, ‘whilst providing innovators in 
industry and academia the opportunity to develop and 
test technology aligned to this future capability.’  
That’s a lot of industry language. ‘Capabilities’ are just 
things it can do, and ‘concepts of operation’ are ways 
to do those things in a useful manner for the RN. 
 

Part of the reason to specifically involve industry and 
academia in designing features for an underwater 
robot is that the ocean provides a unique set of 
challenges for any sensors, especially those built to 
work on the surface or above-ground. Radio waves, 
for example, pass easily through air, but do not reach 
below the surface of the sea.  In place of radio-based 
radar, submarines rely on sound-based sonar, a 
sensor system that can find other objects underwater 
but can also reveal the location of the submarine that 
is sending out sounds.  After all, other submarines 
may be listening for unusual underwater noise. 
 

This obscurity of the sea makes it a useful place for 
nations to deploy weapons, and is essential for any 
country which relies on the ocean to hide its nuclear-
missile-armed submarines.  The UK, specifically, can 
only launch nuclear missiles from submarines, and is 
one of several nations with these weapons in its 
national arsenal.  Hidden under the sea, nuclear-
armed subs can provide some guarantee of 
retaliatory danger in the event of a nuclear attack 
against cities or bases on land.  That threat only 
works, really, so long as the submarines can remain 
hidden.  This was the balance of underwater 
submarine hide-and-seek throughout the Cold War, 
where attack submarines would try to track ballistic 
missile submarines. 

Robot Submarines.  Operating without the limiting 
biological needs of human passengers, like 
resurfacing for air or food resupply at certain 
intervals, means the robot submarines can last as 
long as they have power. Provided the robot 
submarines can communicate through the water to 
human overseers, these robots could reveal the 
movements of other ships and submarines in the 
water.  ‘Though it is possible to increase presence in 
the underwater battlespace with smaller, discrete, 
autonomous systems, these cannot complete many 
of the operations undertaken by larger crewed 
vehicles,’ the MoD said in a longer explanation of the 
competition.  ‘These missions include but are not 
limited to surveillance and reconnaissance; 
underwater data gathering; discrete payload delivery 
and recovery; and remote automated sense and 
warn capability.  ’Autonomy is especially important, 
because unlike remotely piloted drones that fly 
through the sky, it is hard to direct a robot at distance 
through the depths of the sea. The sensors tested, 
then, must help the robot understand where it is in 
the ocean, how to navigate around animals or objects 
it may encounter, and also relay useful information to 
humans when there is the opportunity to do so.  
Together, the systems that are tried out on the robot 
submarine will influence the design of future military 
underwater robots, which will do the boring yet 
important work of searching for other vehicles under 
the ocean. That should make the depths of the sea 
at least a little more legible to the naval commanders 
who are trying to plan for present peace and future 
 

HMS OARDACIOUS  
After the success of 
HMS Oardacious in 
2019/20 we have 
decided to do it again 
every year starting next year… have submariners 
rowing oceans for years to come, supporting 
charities and doing other great ambassadorial work 
for the service (not to mention the great PR for the 
SM community).  I have attached this release, with 
the video and the imagery attached.  Grateful for your 

support! 

https://www.icloud.com/iclouddrive/0FOuBw7SL-
G8hM60GXeda7FEg#HMS_Oardacious_Roundup_
Short_4K  
https://www.icloud.com/iclouddrive/0Ow0P9c7aNlY
94GgHeDVy4D1Q#HMS_Oardacious_Roundup_S
hort_HD  
Yours,  Lt. Hugo Mitchell-Heggs RN |MEng(Hons), 
PGDip, CEng MIMechE, HMS Oardacious 
Campaign Director | www.hmsoardacious.com  | 
hugo.mitchell-heggs464@mod.gov.uk 

https://www.icloud.com/iclouddrive/0FOuBw7SL-G8hM60GXeda7FEg#HMS_Oardacious_Roundup_Short_4K
https://www.icloud.com/iclouddrive/0FOuBw7SL-G8hM60GXeda7FEg#HMS_Oardacious_Roundup_Short_4K
https://www.icloud.com/iclouddrive/0FOuBw7SL-G8hM60GXeda7FEg#HMS_Oardacious_Roundup_Short_4K
https://www.icloud.com/iclouddrive/0Ow0P9c7aNlY94GgHeDVy4D1Q#HMS_Oardacious_Roundup_Short_HD
https://www.icloud.com/iclouddrive/0Ow0P9c7aNlY94GgHeDVy4D1Q#HMS_Oardacious_Roundup_Short_HD
https://www.icloud.com/iclouddrive/0Ow0P9c7aNlY94GgHeDVy4D1Q#HMS_Oardacious_Roundup_Short_HD
http://www.hmsoardacious.com/
mailto:hugo.mitchell-heggs464@mod.gov.uk
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WORLD NEWS TOO 
 

HMS Magpie Cutting-Edge Software to Map Seabed 
The RN has tested ground-breaking software to 
map the seabed close to shore in hours instead of 
days or weeks.  Survey vessel HMS Magpie was 
able to chart the waters around Plymouth using 
regular radar installed on shipping the world over 
plus a specialist computer programme which 
measures wave height. Using the data and 
information about currents, the software can 
produce a detailed profile of the seabed in a matter 
of hours, without the ship or boat having to 
physically sail over the area being surveyed.  All the 
system needs are wind and a swell to generate 
waves, plus computing power.  It is not as detailed 
as the scans Magpie or other RN survey vessels 
can produce with their hi-tech sonar suites, and it 
only works close to shore.  But the method, known 
as radar bathymetry. (Developed by scientists in 
UK) could be vital in times of peace or war when 
time is critical.  It would take the ship up to a 
fortnight to map the ocean floor on the approaches 
to Plymouth naval base and the Sound with her 
sonar, it took the software just hours to do the 
same.  Time could be the difference between life 
and death in the aftermath of a natural disaster with 
a possible shifting seabed preventing the usual 
access to harbours or beaches or an amphibious 
landing on, or evacuation from, poorly/uncharted 
shores. At present the software is still in 
development, but the goal is to integrate it with the 
RN’s existing navigational radar and systems 
 

Canada Project to Track International 'Dark Vessels' 
RCN & CBC News, 24 Feb, 2021 

Canada’s Dept of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), in 
collaboration with the Dept of National Defence and 
aerospace company MDA, announced a new 
international project this week aimed at helping 
countries track illegal fishing vessels using satellites. 
The Dark Vessel Detection (DVD) program, which is 
currently earmarked for CAD $7 million in funding 
and will run as a proof-of-concept initially, will 
triangulate satellite data to detect vessels that have 
turned off their transmitting devices to evade 
monitoring and control, known as dark vessels. The 
DVD program will focus on providing intelligence to 
help smaller island nations and coastal states 
counter the growing problem of illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing (IUU). In particular, the DVD 
will partner with the Forum Fisheries Agency which 
represents 15 small Pacific island nations and 
Ecuador’s maritime authorities in this trial 18-month 
phase. IUU fishing has become a growing security 
challenge as dark fleets, such as Chinese fishing 
vessels near Ecuador’s Galapagos Islands, are 
threatening food security, undermining the 
livelihoods of regulated fish harvesters, and 
contributing to declining fish stocks.  Experts 
estimate that IUU fishing now accounts for as much 
as 30% of fishing activity worldwide and costs the 
global economy over $23b annually. 

Operation Rescript 
James Gray MP  Comments Central  5 Mar 2021 

The military's unparalleled effort in the vaccination of 
the UK has been awe-inspiring. James Gray MP 
highlights the achievements of the RN, Army, & RAF, 
alongside the NHS, in bringing the UK out of the 
pandemic.  Most people have probably never heard 
of Code word Operation Rescript, but without it, we 
would have struggled to respond to the pandemic in 
the way we have. There are more than 3,700 
personnel deployed, of whom 200 RN, 3,100 Army, 
400 RAF and that includes some 200 who are 
reservists.  That is significant in itself, the more so 
when you consider that over the 11 months so far, a 
total of 20,000 defence personnel from the three 
services were drafted in to the Covid Support Force 
in three main areas: Medics and mass vaccination, 
mass testing and logistics, and planning support.  
And a further 200 military personnel are working 
across the UK to support the roll-out of the vaccine. 
 

U.S. Navy Inspections Show a Struggle 
Naval News, 04 March 

The US Navy’s (USN) office responsible for 
monitoring ship condition and maintenance has 
scored the USN Fleet as ‘degraded’ in more than half 
of its inspection areas.  The Board of Inspection and 
Survey (INSURV) found that 11 of 21 ‘functional 
areas’, including critical elements like propulsion 
systems, electrical systems, damage-control systems, 
were considered to be ‘degraded’ across the section 
of the fleet surveyed in 2020, which included three 
cruisers, 16 destroyers, one littoral combat ship, three 
amphibious warfare vessels, and one mine 
countermeasures vessel, indicating a growth in 
maintenance challenges, which have plagued the 
USN as it seeks to emerge from a years-long 
maintenance backlog.  Reports also suggest that 
the U.S. Submarine Fleet – which had previously not 
been scored as ‘degraded’ in any of the inspection 
categories, had also seen scores indicated a dip 
below its own six-year average. 
 

Aussie Submarines Negotiation Breakthrough 
Sydney Morning Herald, 02 Mar 2021 

The Australian Govt has purportedly reached an 
agreement with France’s Naval Group over terms of 
its $90 billion submarine building program.  Reports 
last week had suggested that the government of 
Australia was considering abandoning the deal over 
budgetary and schedule overruns, and requirements 
for the use of Australian contractors, which were 
accompanied by suggestions that the govt was 
exploring alternatives suppliers.  Though the new 
terms still need to be approved, it is now expected that 
Australia will stick with Naval Group and its and its 
Suffren-class-derived conventionally powered 
Shortfin Barracuda offering, which would be known as 
the Attack-class in Australian service. Construction of 
the pressure hull of the first of the 12 submarines is 
expected to begin in 2024, with the first boat being 
ready for service in the mid-2030’s 
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Cold War Centre – Update: 
Since the fantastic response to the fundraising 
campaign in late 2020, reaching £40k in just nine 
weeks, work has been underway to establish a 
rigorous Feasibility Study, to determine whether it is 
possible to create a sustainable Cold War Centre in 
Plymouth.  The 
Study will be a 
substantial piece of 
work and form the 
basis of a business 
case should the 
conditions for 
success be satisfied.  
A detailed project 
brief has been prepared and Commodore Ian 
Shipperley CBE, formerly Naval Base Commander 
(Devonport), has agreed to lead the Study with 
support from various knowledgeable specialists. 
 

Concept:  There are many museums and collections 
dealing with military history however, none address 
adequately the maritime contribution to the Cold War 
and parallels with today’s international relations. 
More importantly, none have the unique draw of the 
UK’s only preserved nuclear submarine, 
Courageous, one of only 3 worldwide and arguably 
the best exhibited with the highest level of visitor 
interaction.  However, Courageous is located within 
the Naval Dockyard and not easily accessible to the 
general public.  The concept is therefore very simple: 
‘At the heart of the CWC will be a preserved nuclear 
submarine acting as the centrepiece of an 
irreplaceable collection of artefacts displayed in an 
iconic setting. The CWC will portray the maritime 
aspects of the Cold War in an informative and 
entertaining way while using historic, current and 
future submarine & nuclear technology to promote 
STEM and innovation through interactive 
experiences.’  The name ‘Cold War Centre’ is a 
working title that emphasise the contribution that 
Plymouth and particularly Devonport played in this 
unique period of political intrigue and technological 
advancement. Timing is a key factor: a window of 
opportunity exists to acquire unique Cold War 
artefacts as part of the MoD Submarine Disposal 
Programme running in HMNB Devonport and display 
them in an iconic setting for preservation and the 
education of future generations.  
 

Ownership:  The National Museum of the Royal 
Navy (NMRN), is the prime body through which the 
Royal Navy explains its history.  It has liaised with 
Plymouth’s new museum The Box, to display its 
heritage collection of naval figureheads.  It is advising 
and supporting the volunteer run Devonport Naval 
Heritage Centre; it has expressed a desire to further 
extend its role in Plymouth and has agreed to receive 
the output of the Feasibility Study.  
 

Timing: The report is expected to take 
approximately 16 weeks and to deliver its findings to 
the NMRN in July 2021. 

RAF & Navy to Adopt £9.5m 
Low-Code Recruitment Platform 

Sam Trendall  Public Technology  3 Mar, 2021 
The RAF and the RN are to develop and implement 
a multimillion-pound digital recruitment system.  
The MoD has awarded a £9.5m deal to software 
firm Pegasystems, which will support the project 
over the next 3 years. The company has been 
tasked with delivering the ‘development of a no-
code/low-code software applicant support tool with 
reporting analytics’.  Low-code and no-code 
technology is designed to simplify software 
development, so that programs can be developed 
on visual interfaces and using drag-and-drop 
components, removing the need for in-depth 
understanding of coding languages.  According to 
the MoD, the new platform will deliver benefits for 
both the RAF and RN and those applying to join the 
Armed Forces.  The MoD said: ‘It will provide a more 
efficient recruitment operating model; enhance the 
recruiter's experience; improve the candidate's 
experience; remove the need for local off-system 
candidate-tracking tools; and introduce new 
capabilities such as ranking candidates across all 
careers offices in a single merit order list to allow 
selection of the best available rather than taking 
'first past the post'.  The contract reveals that 
Pegasystems will provide the MoD with its ‘standard 
production cloud offering’. 
 

This includes a ‘standard sandbox’, supporting the 
work of up 15 developers and testers, a ‘large 
sandbox’ for 45 development staff, and a Pega 
Cloud Production Environment that ‘can be scaled 
to support the licences and applications purchased’.  
‘Data may be processed in UK Amazon Web 
Services datacentres, or MoD cloud servers but the 
intention of the parties is that no personal 
identifiable information will be stored in Pega Cloud 
AWS, and it is the intention of the parties to architect 
the solution in this way and it will be the function of 
the UK MoD to provide the correct elements of data 
protection and GDPR compliance.’  The deal came 
into effect on 9 Feb, and lasts until the same date in 
2024.  The MoD previously worked with Capita 
during a £1.3bn long-term engagement to support 
recruitment for Army soldiers, reservists and staff. 
Among the biggest issues encountered by the 
troubled programme was a website developed by 
the outsourcer that launched four years late and at 
triple the originally budgeted cost.  This was, in part, 
attributed to the Army’s requirement that Capita 
work within the confines of an ‘antiquated IT 
system’.  After nine years in which the scheme 
missed all targets for the recruitment of regulars and 
reserves, never by less than 21%, the MoD 
revealed in Aug 2019 that it would be launching a 
new Armed Forces Recruiting Programme.  Deloitte 
was brought in on a £2.5m seven-month deal to 
help shape the project, the cornerstone of which 
would be a new digital recruitment system, the MoD 
said at the time. 
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Introducing Pussers Gunpowder Proof 
‘Spiced’ 

It seems appropriate following the previous article 
to advise some positive news, if you like Spiced 
Rum that is?  Pussers Rum Ltd is proud to 
announce the production of its first batch of 
Gunpowder Proof Spiced Rum.  It has been 
blended to Admiralty specifications (54.5% ABV) 
and aged for a minimum of three years in once used 
charred oak bourbon barrels and then mellowed 
with a subtle blend of spices including Banana, 
Vanilla, Chocolate, Cinnamon and a hint of Ginger 
that produce an incredibly smooth Spiced rum with 

deep flavours and a rich Amber 
colour that can be enjoyed neat, 
on the rocks or in a cocktail.  The 
initial batch shall be sold 
exclusively through Paragon 
Brands, the Company’s UK 
importer. This new expression is 
replacing the old Pussers 
Spiced, which was bottled 
previously at 35%. Gary 
Rogalski (CEO of Pussers Rum) 
quotes: ‘We had an outpouring 
demand from rum aficionados 
around the world to ‘spice-up’ 

liquid history and I believe we have accomplished 
that goal.  We have added a nuance of Caribbean 
fruits and spices without taking anything away from 
the blend’s classic Demerara wooden pot still 
heritage.  I believe our customers will find the 
sensory perception of this rum be world-class in 
every respect!’  Pussers Rum Ltd. Bottles blends 
and distributes the original Royal Navy rum, one of 
the most historic and traditional rums still available 
today.  The new Pussers Spiced expression retails 
at Nauticalia for £43.99 for a 700ml bottle.  
www.nauticalia.com 
 

Plymouth 2021 Diesel Boat Reunion 
Jason Cole <jason.scole@outlook.com> 

Shipmates, Hello again. It is time to put out an 
update regarding the 2021 Diesel Boat Reunion 
(DBR) and you are receiving this email as you have 
confirmed your email address and wished to remain 

on the DBR mailing list.  
As you may have seen 
in Boris’s road map out 
of the COVID crisis the 
government plan to 
drop all lockdown 
restrictions by 21 June.  
Based on this 
information Weston 
Mill Oak Villa Social 

Club have confirmed that this year’s event looks 
good to go.  I have therefore booked the usual venue 
for 1200rs Saturday 7th August 2021 
This is obviously subject to change, but as things 
stand, I am once again going through the process of 
organising our annual DTS. 

 

This is my second year of running the reunion and 
hopefully we can get this one off the ground. The 
format will be the same as previous reunions with the 
1200hrs start, 1400hrs address including a minute 
silence followed by a Rum Raffle.  I aim to run things 
as they have been for many years under Slinger and 
more recently Pitt K and Foxy.  It would be good to 
make this year an extra special one so if anyone has 
any suggestions let me know?  Speech & Minutes 
Silence.  It’s been a tough year or two for everyone 
and we have lost many friends along the way.  I will 
be compiling a list of names that have crossed the 
bar, but there have been so many since our last 
reunion that reading out every name may take most 
of the afternoon.  I would hate to miss anyone out so 
I will be making an ‘In Memoriam’ List to be 
posted up for all to see.  I know that there have 
been some criticisms in the past when names have 
not been read out so I will ask you all to email me 
with the names of anyone you want to add to the list 
or to have read out. (Terry will advise from DS records) 
 

Scran.  I have spoken with the caterers from the club 
and as yet they have been unable to confirm that 
they can provide the usual buffet and if they do what 
it would cost.  The usual ladies who volunteered their 
time staffing the kitchens have not been part of the 
club for some time, and in Jenny’s own words they 
are all getting on a bit.  Previously the cost of food 
has been a bargain at £5 pounds, and provided no 
profit for the club but due to the amount we put over 
the bar they were ok with that.  I am waiting for 
communication from the club as to whether they will 
be able to feed us again this year and how much it 
would cost.  As soon as I know I will pass on the 
details.  If you can let me know whether you want to 
book scran, I can at least then provide the club with 
numbers.  Hopefully it will be around the same price 
but like everything this may have to go up.  
 

Rum Raffle.  I will be keeping the Rum Raffle going 
and any profits will go to charity, no charity has yet 
been decided on.  Any recommendations let me 
know. Preferably smaller military based 
organisations) If any individuals or organisations can 
donate bottles as prizes then it would be very much 
appreciated.  It would be good to obtain numbers of 
those attending so I can keep the club updated just 
in case they still have to comply with any restrictions 
etc so drop me an email if coming along or not.  If 
there is any change to the you are situation then I will 
inform everyone as quickly as possible.  Hope to see 
you in August,  Yours Aye,  Jason Cole  DBF 
 

Derbyshire Submariners Only.  
Rather than have Jason receive 
multiple replies please advise Terry 
of your intentions or feedback. 
regards DBR 2021.  Sadly, I cannot 
commit due to health at present.  I 
will also take action regards our DS 
Submariners who have crossed the bar since the last 
DBR held in August 2019. 

http://www.nauticalia.com/


 23 

 

Submariner Memorial Moves Forward. British 
sculptor Paul Day has been chosen to create a 
national Submariner Memorial inspired by a RN 
family.  The memorial will be unveiled next year at 
the National Memorial Arboretum at a ceremony 
attended by Prince William, Commodore-in-Chief 
Submarines.  Known for creations like the Battle of 

Britain Memorial on the 
Embankment and the 
Meeting Place sculpture 
at St Pancras, Paul Day’s 
design for the 
Submariner community 
takes its inspiration from 
the winning entry of a 
national competition.  
Chris Groves, on behalf 

of the team whose design won the public national 
competition to inspire the final design, said: ‘All of 
the team have a personal connection to the 
Submarine Service. Three generations of my family 
have been Submariners, my father, Adrian, me, and 
my son, Nick.  My son’s fiancé, Emma Yearling, is 
also a serving Submariner and our friend, Si Ellis, is 
the son of a submariner.  We are really passionate 

about the Submarine 
Service and we wanted to 
create a design that would 
fittingly be a memorial for 
all the submarine family.  
We will be hugely proud of 
the eventual memorial.’  
The memorial will be 4m 

long and 3.5m high, cast in bronze, with a quote 
from Winston Churchill. The sculpture has also 
been created with the sacrifice of families in mind.  
Paul Day said: ‘In order to honour the sacrifice of 
families who bear the brunt of separation and worry, 
I decorate one side of the conning tower with a low 
relief depicting spouses, children and parents 
waiting for their loved-ones to return. They are 
present in the hearts and minds of those onboard.’ 
 

Editor:  I feel it should be said the original 
submariner’s Memorial at the 
NMA dedicated in the early 
2000’s was the maximum size 
and set design allowed at the 
time by the fledgling NMA, thus a 
two-panel memorial with one 
plate of all the S/M’s lost and one 
side of the RN VC’s.  The funding 
as far as I am aware was 
predominately from the Submariners Association 
funds as voted at an AGM which was held in 
Birmingham at the time.  

HMS Talent Puts Spearfish Through Paces  
Talent recently put the upgraded Spearfish torpedo 
through its paces, participating in the weapon’s final 
trials.  The three-day trial near the Isle of Skye saw 
the boat provide data in the final stages of the 
torpedo’s development and included firing the 
Spearfish at herself.  The enhanced weapon 
features a new warhead, a new safer fuel system 
and a fibre optic guidance system to improve 
accuracy and lethality.  During the trials, a target 
vessel was used before HMS Talent launched the 
Spearfish against herself to ensure that the 
programmed weapon is no risk to the submarine. 
Capt John Aitken, Spearfish Programme Director, 
said: ‘The trial marks the culmination of a 
tremendous amount of hard work from the 
Spearfish team and our partners in industry. The 
‘Mod 1’ weapon is at the very cutting edge of 
torpedo technology and underscores Britain’s 
position as one of the global leaders in the 
underwater capability.  That Talent continues her 
proud tradition of delivering exactly what is required 
of her makes this even more pleasing for me.’   the 
operational version of the weapon will be introduced 
to all front-line RN submarines by 2025. 

 

Submariner Trainees Have been There, 
Done It, and Bought the T-Shirt! 

A group of Submariner Trainees at HMS Drake 
demonstrated their pride at being future 
Submariners during Phase 2 of their training by 
putting their hands in their pockets to purchase their 
very own monogrammed submariner t-shirts.  The 
20 students decided to set themselves apart from 
other trainees 
and get 
themselves a 
memento to 
remember the 
close ties they 
formed during the 
course.  ‘Our time 
here at SMQ(S) 
has given us a 
brief taste of life 
as a submariner 
and the boats on which we will serve,’ said Leading 
Hand Hamilton, one of the trainees on the course.  
‘We believe that our monogrammed PT rig will 
begin our initiation into this elite culture.’  After 
completing the SMQ the 20 have been presented 
with the trainee Submarine Dolphins.  So, not quite 
a case of ‘I completed SMQ and all I got was this t-
shirt!’ 
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Commemorating 10 Years of 
We Remember Submariners 

On Frid 8 April 2011, Lt Cdr Ian Molyneux GM RN 
was tragically shot and killed whilst serving as the 
WEO aboard HMS Astute.  His murder shocked the 
world and was the catalyst for retired submariner, 
John Bradbury and the submarine community to 
raise some money to send a wreath to Ian’s funeral. 
John initially commissioned 208 memorial lapel pins 
and sold them through Facebook, donating the 
profits towards the cause.  ‘Brad’ achieved his aim 

and was finally able to present 
the wreath to Ian’s widow, Gill 
and form a friendship that 
remains as strong now as it was 
then.  Gill was later asked to 
become the patron of the group 
as it started to grow in popularity.  
The 2012 pins were so popular 
and following many requests 
from community, John 

commissioned a 2013 pin and a ‘Moly’ pin, both 
designed by Ian and Gill’s young Moly’s, to gift to 
bereaved families.  Working from his house in South 
Wales, with his wife, Pauline, they ordered and 
packaged 2531 pins, with all the proceeds going to 
submarine related causes.  By 2014, the group was 
beginning to take off.  The word was spreading and 
the now annual pins were fast becoming collectors’ 
items.  Beyond all expectations, the group was 
becoming too big for one man to run on his own, 
albeit with the help of his wife.  From 2014 the pins 
displayed red poppies denoting the number of 
submarines lost during 1914 and gold poppies 
representing submariners that crossed the bar in 
the corresponding year, one hundred years later. 
Combining remembrance of the great war, and 
remembrance of recently passed submariners. 
Selling 4368 pins in 2014, WRS was, going from 
strength to strength. 
 

In 2015, this figure rose to 7255 and in 2016 WRS 
sold 8336 memorial pins as we continued to grow. 
With an annual turnover of over £40,000 and the 
organisation growing steadily, Nigel Mellor and the 
trustees mooted the idea of applying for charity 
status and this was finally achieved in December 
2017.  Following the tragic loss of the Argentine 
submarine, ARA San Juan, in Nov 2017, WRS 
started a collection for the families, which 
culminated in WRS donating a total of £31,000 to 
the 44 bereaved families and firmly putting the 
charity on the International map and helping to 
improve relations between two countries formerly in 
conflict.  In Sept 2019, following a lot of hard work 
by former trustee, David Woolterton, 

We Remember Submariners started a membership 
scheme, which was instantly popular and in the 
following 6 months WRS issued over 1000 
membership badges and currently membership 
continues to grow steadily.  Unfortunately, the Covid-
19 pandemic has, like many other charities and 
businesses, hit WRS hard.  2020 was a difficult year 
for the charity.  Whilst membership has continued to 
grow, most of our pin sales were through the valiant 

efforts of our outstation sellers at 
Barrow, Abbey Wood, Plymouth, 
on the Clyde and Portsmouth, but 
through careful management of 
an established and experienced 
team, WRS remains in a good 
place and continues to support 

those in need.  So where do we take your charity 
next?  There is a proposal being discussed for We 
Remember Submariners to join forces with the 
RNRMC, Submariners Association and Friends of 
the Submarine Museum, to work together to support 
all of the submarine community, whilst still retaining 
our own independency.  This organisation will be 
called ‘The Submarine Family’ and although still in 
the planning, represents an exciting new chapter as 
WRS continues to grow.  Thank you for your 
continued support.  Commemorating 10 Years of 

We Remember Submariners 
 

STOP PRESS.  The SA announced on 17 March 
that a past Member of SA Derbyshire - William 
(Bas) Bowyer who changed to SA Scottish Branch 
approx. ten years ago has Crossed the Bar.  Our 
Heart and Prayers go out to Pauline.  Service 
Details: CPO ERA, served on Aeneas, Tabard, 
Thorough, Aurochs, Turpin, USS Sargo, USS 
Halibut, Dreadnought, & Valiant. 1953- 1971 & 
served on the SA NMC 2010-2013. 
 

21st June 2021  Well, at least we have a target 

date, but no one can afford to be 
complacent with CV as several of 
our Members families will testify 
as some have been severely 
affected contracting the 
Coronavirus bug.  Our Hearts and 
Prayers go out to them especially 

those with children & grandchildren with the disease.  
All we can do is keep following the rules.  The Bottom 
Line indicates July would be the earliest we would 
be able to meet as a group but monthly updates will 
be given-out to DS Members as we go along via our 
monthly newsletter & email to Members 
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