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A POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

I am wondering if this Pandemic is 
because I Did Not Forward that 

Email onto ten people? 
 

EDITORIAL 
 

The Government, at time of writing still has the 
target of lifting Lock-down on 21 June but stress this 
is totally flexible.  Based on that decision, very 
sadly, I have decided as a MOSVT Trustee in 
conjunction with Stanley Village Hall Committees to 
cancel the W5795 Bomber Memorial and BoBMF 
Flypast on 3 July and re-schedule for 2022 as it is 
too much organisation not to make that decision.  
Likewise, Derbyshire Submariners must await 
developments on the pandemic before we can 
move on, and get some form of normality back.  In 
the meantime, sit back and enjoy your newsletter! 
 

One really does have to appreciate the talents of the 
Pussers Phots, even if they are generally Airey 
Fairies!  The picture on page 11 of The Grey Funnel 
Line War Canoe QEII at Glen Mallan in the Lochs 
mainly the boating ponds of Submarines really is a 
stunning photograph.  I expect it will feature in the 
RN Peregrine Trophy?  I visited this area two years 
ago with little evidence of the old submarine torpedo 
testing range at Arrochar at the end of Loch Long 
 

Urge Saga Rolls on with the report received from 
Mr Giuseppe Zidda, a retired Italian Customs 
Officer specialised in the (vintage) pictures of WW2 
British Submarines.  He wrote to a few people to 
confirm that the sonar images/videos published with 
the ‘Malta Claim’ can't possibly be showing HMS 
Urge.  JP Misson states the same with a lot of video 
and archive reports from the time as well as copies 
of original records and evidence the Malta Claim 
consists of two different boats in one report? Pg 21 
 

Terry Hall 
The Trade Journal Newsletter Editor 

Hon. Sec/Treasurer, Derbyshire 
Submariners’ 

Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk 
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WELFARE MATTERS 
 

Fraud Awareness.  A subject we all know until we 
get struck by it by someone we know.  This 
information below is supplied by my own bank who I 
have been with almost from its conception in the late 
1990’s but all banks have similar ways of working 
and Fraud Awareness.  Also, in the early 2000’s 
following redundancy I worked for over six months at 
an Internet Bank called ‘Egg’ working as a team 
leader including on the Fraud Dept, so I know it does 
happen to some very smart people! 
 

When it comes to emails, texts and phone calls, 
it’s not always easy to spot the scammers.  Criminals 
are constantly looking for new ways to get hold of our 
personal details and banking passwords.  To help you 
stay one step ahead, our experts have created the 
following guides to help you stay seriously secure. 
 

Latest Fraud Scams.  Some criminals are using 
coronavirus as an opportunity to scam the public and 
in particular, our vital NHS and keyworkers.  We want 
you to be prepared, be alert and be safe. Below 
we've listed about the latest scams and how to 
protect yourself:  Be aware of the latest scams. 
 

Investment Scams.  Fraudsters are calling and 
emailing people to offer an them high returns for 
investments.  The process they follow looks and feels 
genuine. Protect yourself by checking the FCA 
website which opens an overlay [Will show a security 
message first] to ensure the firm is registered.  Call the 
firm on the number from the FCA website to ensure 
the person you're dealing with is genuine, especially if 
you’ve received a call after completing your details on-
line. Fraudsters can clone genuine websites. 
 

Text messages.  Criminals are sending scam texts 
(smishing) claiming to be from Govt Depts, Banks or 
Trusted Organisations, offering payments relating to 
Covid-19.  The texts link to fake websites that trick 
victims into giving away their bank details and 
passwords.  Never click on links in messages from 
senders you don’t know and don’t reply to numbers 
you are not familiar with. 
 

Safe’ Accounts.   Text messages, phone calls and 
emails are being sent, claiming they’re from your 
bank or another bank and even the police. 
Fraudsters are trying to persuade people their 
money is at risk, and to move their money into a ‘safe 
account’, which is an account owned by the 
fraudster. first direct will never ask you to move your 
money to a safe account. 
 

NHS/HMRC Scams.  Fraudsters are impersonating 
HMRC by offering a goodwill payment from the 
coronavirus fund.  Be alert to these communications 
that claim to be from HMRC. 
 

Buying & Selling Scams. Face masks, hand 
sanitisers and testing kits are being sold online that 
are non-existent.  Only use websites you know and 
trust, and think carefully if you are asked to pay by 
bank transfer. 

Key Worker Offer Scams.  Key workers are being 
offered a reward for their services. Before 
proceeding with any deal, make sure the offer really 
comes from the trusted retailer and check that the 
offers are genuine. 
 

Fake Equipment   Medical and Personal Protective 
Equipment is being offered which has not been 
approved by Trading Standards.  Also, fraudsters will 
ask for payment details without any intention of 
delivering the equipment in order to steal card details. 
 

Government Grants and Free Virus Tests  There 
are fake text messages which promise government 
grants or offering free virus tests.  Please be cautious 
of links in messages from senders you don’t know 
and don’t reply to numbers you are not familiar with. 
 

Internet Provider Fraud  Fraudsters have been 
contacting people claiming they can speed up an 
internet connection, or pretending to be your 
broadband provider or the police to inform you that 
your connection has been compromised.  You 
should never screen share or provide remote access 
to your computer to somebody you do not know and 
never log in to internet banking whilst somebody else 
has control of your computer. 
 

Free School Meals  Parents who are claiming free 
school meals with schools being closed are being 
contacted by fraudsters who are taking card details 
from those who rely on this service. 
 

Doorstep Fraud  The elderly and vulnerable are 
being targeted with the offer of having their shopping 
or other jobs done. Fraudsters are then taking money 
or cards but never returning.  Please only accept help 
from those you know and trust.  
 

How to Protect Yourself from Fraud  Here’s a list of 
things a bank will NEVER ask you do, so you know, 
if you get asked for this, or anything similar, it is likely 
to be a fraudster.  We’ll never phone and ask for your 
PIN or password or even ask you to tap your PIN into 
your phone keypad.  We’ll never ask you to provide 
your bank account details to us over the phone from 
an e-mail, text message or from your secure key.  
We’ll never arrange for your bank cards to be 
collected by the police or courier due to an ongoing 
scam investigation.  We’ll never ask you to withdraw 
money or pay for goods using your card and then 
hand them over to us for safekeeping.  We’ll never 
send someone to your home to collect cash, your 
PIN, cards or cheque books, even if you are a victim 
of fraud.  If you’re ever uncomfortable about 
speaking to someone who claims to be from your 
bank, we won’t mind if you ask to ring us back, it’s 
the right thing to do if you feel uneasy.  Please leave 
a gap of 5 minutes before you call back to make sure 
the call is fully disconnected before you ring us back. 
 

For more information, visit our fraud awareness page 
of your bank or for straight-forward and impartial 
advice visit Take Five, To stop fraud.  This is a 
National Campaign to help raise fraud awareness. 
Previously printed in our newsletter.  Conclusion:  
There is a lot of A*****’s about, BE AWARE 
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UNPOLITICALLY CORRECT PAGES 
 

The Astronaut.  In case you didn't already know this 
little tit-bit of wonderful trivia. On 20 July, 1969, as 
Commander of the Apollo 11 lunar module, Neil 
Armstrong was the first person to set foot on the 
moon.  His first words after stepping on the moon, 
‘That's one small step for man, one giant leap for 
mankind,’ were televised to earth and heard by 
millions.  But, just before he re-entered the lander, he 
made the enigmatic remark ‘Good Luck, Mr. Gorsky.’  
Many people at Nasa thought it was a casual remark 
concerning some rival soviet cosmonaut.  However, 
upon checking, there was no Gorsky in either the 
Russian or American Space Programmes.  Over the 
years, many people questioned Armstrong as to 
what the 'good luck, Mr. Gorsky' statement meant, 
but Armstrong always just smiled.  On 5 July, 1995, 
in Tampa Bay, Florida, while answering questions 
following a speech, a reporter brought up the 26-
year-old question about Mr. Gorsky and this time he 
finally responded because his Mr. Gorsky had just 
died, so Neil Armstrong felt he could now answer the 
question.  His answer to, ‘Who was Mr. Gorsky?’,  In 
1938, when he was a kid in a small mid-western 
town, he was playing baseball with a friend in the 
backyard.  His friend hit the ball, which landed in his 
neighbour’s yard by their bedroom window.  His 
neighbours were Mr. and Mrs. Gorsky.  As he leaned 
down to pick up the ball, young Armstrong heard Mrs. 
Gorsky shouting at Mr. Gorsky, ‘Sex! you want sex?!  
You'll get sex when the kid next door walks on the 
moon!’  Neil Armstrong’s family confirmed the story.  
Editor:  Heard this ‘Dit’ years ago, possibly typed up 
on a ‘word processor’ in the 1990’s before I got my 
first windows 98 computer (or earlier) but it is a good 
dit, sorry to spoil it if you have not seen it before? 
 

The Caring Police Force.  The North Yorkshire 
Police force, report finding a man’s body in the 
River Swale, near Richmond in Yorkshire.  The 
dead man’s name will not be released until the 
family have been notified.  The victim apparently 
drowned due to excessive marijuana 
consumption.  He was wearing black fishnet 
stockings, a red garter belt, a pink G-String, a 
strap on dildo, purple lipstick, and a ‘Corbyn for 
Prime Minister’ T-shirt. And he also had a 
cucumber in his rectum.  Police removed the 
Corbyn T-shirt to save his family any 
unnecessary embarrassment.  In spite of what we 
think sometimes, the police do care. 
 
The European Medicine Agency has been looking 
into the link 
between ‘Clots’ 
and ‘Jabs’.  It has 
been discovered 
that the EU has got 
all the ‘Clots’ and 
the UK has got all 
the ‘Jabs’ 

HEARING AIDS. 
A Submariner who loved his wife dearly feared she 
was not hearing as well as she used to and he 
thought she might need a hearing aid.  Not quite sure 
how to approach her, he called the family Doctor to 
discuss the problem.  The Doctor told him there is a 
simple informal test the husband could perform to 
give the doctor a better idea about her hearing loss.  
Here's what you do, said the Doctor, stand about 40’ 
away (Note the proper measurement so you can 
understand what you are being advised) from her, 
and in a normal conversational speaking tone see if 
she hears you. If not, go to 30’, then 20’, and so on, 
until you get a response.  That evening, the wife is in 
the kitchen cooking dinner and he was in the Sitting 
Room.  He stood about 40’ away, and in a normal 
tone he asks, 'Darling, what's for Dinner?  No 
response.  So, the husband moves closer to the 
kitchen, about 30’ from his wife and repeats, ‘Darling, 
what's for dinner?’  Still no response.  Next, he 
moves into the dining room where he is about 20’ 
from his Wife and asks, ‘Sweetheart, what's for 
dinner?’  Again, he gets no response.  So, he walks 
up to the kitchen door, about 10’ away.  ‘My Love, 
what's for dinner?’  He hears nothing.  So, he walks 
right up behind her. ‘Light of my Life, what's for 
dinner?’  and at last, a response; In a screeching 
voice she shouted out; ‘Oh for Goodness Sake 
Ralph, for the Fifth Time, its Chicken!’ 

 
Derbyshire Born, Derbyshire Bred. (Strong in 
the Arm, Thick in the Head but a Heart of Gold)  
Up in the Peak District a rugby player is drinking in 
a Derbyshire bar, when he gets a call on his mobile 

phone. He hangs up, grinning 
from ear to ear, and orders a 
round of drinks for everybody 
in the bar, announcing his wife 
has just given birth to a typical 

Derbyshire baby boy weighing 25 pounds.  Nobody 
can believe that any new baby can weigh in at 25 
pounds.  The Rugby player just shrugs and replies, 
that's about average in Derbyshire, like I said, my 
boy's a typical Derbyshire baby boy.  Gonna be a 
big strong rugby player and play for England.  
Congratulations showered him from all around, 
amid many exclamations of 'WOW!'  One woman 
actually fainted due to sympathy pains. 
 

Two weeks later, he returns to the bar.  The 
bartender says, 'Say, aren't you the father of that 
typical Derbyshire baby that weighed 25 pounds at 
birth?  Everybody's been making bets about how 
big he'd be in two weeks.  So, how much does he 
weigh now?  The proud father answers, 'Twenty 
pounds.'  The bartender is puzzled, concerned and 
a little suspicious.  'What happened?  He already 
weighed 25 pounds the day he was born!'  The 
Derbyshire man takes a slow swig of his 
Derbyshire Real Ale, wipes his lips on his shirt 
sleeve, leans into the bartender and proudly says, 
'Had him circumcised. 
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The Recession & Covid Bale Out Plans.  Back in 
2020 the Government quietly seized and secretly 
took over several businesses including a very well 
healed brothel for tax evasion and, as required by 
law, tried to make a profit from it.  They failed and it 
closed.  Now we are trusting the economy of our 
country and our banking system to the same nit-wits 
who couldn't make money running a whore house 
and selling booze and sex!  A banking insider tip is 
that in five year’s time the only two surviving banks 
will be in existence, the ‘Blood Bank & Sperm Bank’  
run by B****y W*****s! 
 

How to Shower Like a Woman  Take off clothing 
and place in a laundry hamper, sorted into, lights, 
darks, man-made or natural.  Walk to bathroom, 
wearing a long dressing gown.   If husband is seen 
along the way, cover up any exposed flesh and rush 
into the bathroom.  Look at womanly physique in the 
mirror and stick out belly.  Complain and whine about 
getting fat and get into shower.  Look for facecloth, 
arm cloth, loincloth, long loofah and pumice stone.  
Wash hair once with cucumber and lamprey 
shampoo with 83 added vitamins.  Wash hair again 
with cucumber and exotic spices shampoo with 57 
added vitamins.  Condition hair with sweetcorn and 
fish oil conditioner with enhanced natural crocus oil.  
Leave on hair for 15 minutes.  Wash face with 
crushed apricot facial scrub for 10 minutes until red 
raw.  Wash entire rest of body with ginger nut and 
Jaffa cake body wash.  Rinse off hair conditioner 
taking at least 15 minutes to make sure it’s all come 
off.  Shave armpits and legs.  Consider shaving bikini 
area but decide to get it waxed instead.  Scream 
loudly when husband flushes the toilet and loses 
water pressure to shower and the water turns red 
hot.  Turn off shower, squeegee all wet surfaces and 
spray mould spots with Tilex.   Get out of shower and 
dry with a towel the size of a small African country.  
Wrap hair in super absorbent second towel.  Check 
entire body for remotest signs of spots.  Attack with 
nails/tweezers (if you can find them).  Return to 
bedroom wearing long dressing gown and with towel 
on head. If husband is seen, cover any exposed 
areas and rush to bedroom then spend an hour and 
a half getting dressed.  
 

How to Shower like a Man.  Take off clothes and 
leave them in a pile.  Turn shower on and get wet.  
Soap all over including hair and rinse.  Get dressed 
using clothes from pile. 
 

A Submariner was standing in front of a big 
puddle outside a, drenched, holding a stick, with 
a piece of string dangling in the water.  A passer-
by stopped and asked him, ‘What are you doing?’ 
‘Fishing’ said the submariner.  Feeling sorry for 
the sailor, the gent offered: ‘Come in out of the 
rain and have a drink with me’. In the warm 
ambiance of the pub, as they sipped their 
Pussers & Pint, the kind chap could not resist 
asking: ‘So how many have you caught today?’ 
‘You're the 9th’ replied Jack! 

One All Round from the MNA 
Why do bees stay in their hives during winter? Swarm. 
 

If you’re bad at haggling, 
you’ll end up paying the price. 
 

Just so everyone’s clear,  
I’m going to put my glasses on. 
 

A Cdr walks into a bar and orders everyone around. 
 

I lost my job as a stage designer. 
I left without making a scene. 
 

Never buy flowers from a monk. 
Only you can prevent florist friars. 
 

How much did the pirate pay to get his ears 
pierced?  A Buccaneer. 
 

I once worked at a cheap pizza shop to get by. 
I kneaded the dough. 
 

My friends and I have named our band ‘Duvet’. 
It’s a cover band. 
 

I lost my girlfriend’s audiobook, 
and now I’ll never hear the end of it 
 

When I told my contractor, I didn’t want carpeted 
steps, they gave me a blank stare. 
 
The Sea.  Primary School Children Writing about 
the Sea.  (All these children were aged 6-8 years old) 
 

01  This is a Picture of an Octopus. It has 8 Testicles 
 

02   Oysters Balls are called Pearls. 
 

03  If you are surrounded by sea you are an Island, If 
you don't have sea all round you, you are incontinent. 
 

04   Sharks are ugly and mean, and have big teeth, just 
like Emily Richardson.  She's not my friend no more. 
 

05  A Dolphin breathes through an arsehole on the 
top of its head. 
 

06   My Dad goes out in his boat, and comes back 
with crabs. 
 

07  When ships had sails, they used to use the 
Trade Winds to cross the ocean.  Sometimes, when 
the wind didn't blow, the sailors would whistle to 
make the wind come.  My brother said they would 
be better off eating beans. 
 

08   I like Mermaids.  They are beautiful, and I like 
their shiny tails.  How do mermaids get pregnant? 
 

09   I'm Not going to write about the sea.  My baby 
brother is always screaming and being sick, my 
Dad keeps shouting at my Mum, and my big sister 
has just got pregnant, so I can't think what to write. 
 

10   Some fish are dangerous.  Jellyfish can sting; 
Electric eels can give you a shock.  They have to 
live in caves under the sea where I think they have 
to plug themselves into chargers. 
 

11  When you go swimming in the sea, it is very 
cold, and it makes my willy small.  Kevin age 6 
 

12  Divers have to be safe when they go under the 
water.  Two divers can't go down alone, so they 
have to go down on each other.  Becky age 8 
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JEFF BACON © CARTOONS 
 

While most 
crews had one 
day on and 
three days off 
in foreign 
Ports and 
visits if it was a 
none RN 
Dockyard it 
was not just 
the engine 
and 
machinery 
crew that were 
one day on 
watchkeeping, but the Radio Operators too 
normally four on and four off to get a whole day off!!  
Commonly known as ‘Life in a Blue Suit’. 
 

THE TWO TIFFS 
Eleven Tiffs were hanging onto a 
rope under a helicopter.  10 Tiffs, 
and one Submariner Chief 
Coxswain.  The rope wasn't 
strong enough to carry them all, 
so they decided that one had to 
drop off, otherwise they all were 

going to die.  They were unable to decide which 
person so the Coxswain made a very touching 
speech.  He said that he would voluntarily let go of 
the rope, because as a Coxswain was used to 
giving up everything for his crews, 1st Lieutenants 
and for seaman in general, without ever getting 
anything in return.  As soon as he finished his 
speech, all the Tiff’s applauded. 
 

Merchant Navy Day Commemorative Service  
Please be advised that, with regret, the annual 
Merchant Navy Day Commemorative Service 
previously planned for Sunday 5th Sept 2021 in 
London has been cancelled due to the uncertainty 
of the covid restrictions at that time. 
 

Royal British Legion - EVENTS 
British Normandy Memorial  The RBL will deliver 
the unveiling of the British Normandy Memorial on 
06 June 2021 in collaboration with the Memorial 
Trustees.  The event will be small and symbolic with 
VIP attendance only.  Act of Remembrance at the 
CWGC Cemetery in Bayeux  As a consequence of 
the continuing pandemic restrictions, 
the RBL’s annual Act of Remembrance 
at the CWGC Cemetery in Bayeux will 
be reduced in scale and the Cathedral 
ceremony has been cancelled. 
D-Day commemorative event at the NMA for 
Normandy.  The RBL will host an alternate D Day 
commemorative event at the NMA for Normandy 
veterans and Families linked to the Normandy 
Memorial. The programme will include live 
streaming of the Normandy Memorial unveiling. 

An Ode to the Submariner 
© by Jacqueline France 
Some men are drafted, 

Others volunteer. 
It’s a specialist service, 

In order to be clear. 
 

The first came with Holland, 
A unique design. 

To sail underwater, 
Was the mission in mind. 

 

They wear their Gold Dolphins, 
To the left of the chest. 

All have passed Part Three, 
The ultimate Safety Test. 

 

The SETT team had to train them, 
To escape from the Tank. 

To earn their Submarine pay, 
To shore up the bank. 

 

Some were fuelled by Diesel, 
But mostly Nuclear Noo 

Churchill was my favourite, 
It must have been the Crew. 

 

Seamen were on the Casing, 
To slip the berthing rope, 

The Submarine was Diving now, 
So, we raise the Periscope. 

 

The Donk-Shop Horse, 
Firing up the Generator, 

It’s a dot and dash, 
From the Radio Operator 

 

They have had many a Jolly, 
From Florida to Mexico. 

Even been to war, 
And sank the Belgrano. 

 

Some call them Pirates, 
In the Sea Stories told. 
Flying the Jolly Roger, 

When searching for Gold. 
 

They Sail their Secret Missions, 
God knows where they’ve been? 

Upholding their Motto, 
‘We run Silently, We come Unseen’. 

 

                We Remember our Submariners, 
                  Our Brothers of the Deep. 

                  For those on Eternal Patrol; 
                    Sailing one Last Tide, Forever Asleep. 
 

Visit our museums; To hear their full story. The 
Submarine Service; The Navy’s finest glory. 

© Jacqueline France 2020 
 

If you would like a signed, limited 
edition print, of this poem, they are 
available in A4 or A3 sizes at www.we-
remember-submariners.com/shop,  
Priced from £25 with all profits being 
donated to WRS. 

 

https://we-remember-submariners.com 

http://www.we-remember-submariners.com/shop
http://www.we-remember-submariners.com/shop
https://we-remember-submariners.com/
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Communications Specialist (Submariner) 
Salary: £20,000, after basic training, rising to over 
£51,000 if career progresses.  This is a high priority 
role advertised, and is part of the elite Silent 
Service, where a successful candidate will be a 
central member of the engineering team for a 
vessel.  On the RN site, an excerpt from the role 
says: ‘Using ultramodern radio and satellite 
systems to communicate with off-vessel command, 
you're key to tactical and strategic communications.  
‘But it's much more than that. Because a 
submarine's first line of defence is stealth, you'll 
have to know every tiny detail about communication 
with the outside world.  Not giving your boat's 
position away is crucial.  It means the safety of the 
submarine, and your crewmates, is in your hands.’  
If you would like more information on this position, 
look on the RN Web Site.  Editor:  They say 
somethings do not change, but the wages have!! 

 

UK Set for Shipbuilding Strategy Refresh 
RCN News & Jane’s, 18 Mar 2021 

The UK government has announced that it is 
revisiting its National Shipbuilding Strategy to 
further optimize coordination between naval 
shipbuilders and other critical industries. The rollout 
of the new plan is scheduled for the third quarter of 
2021 and will be accompanied by a 30-year 
procurement plan for all new government vessels. 
This includes at least four classes of new vessels 
for the Royal Navy, including eight Type 26 frigates, 
five Type 31 frigates, three new auxiliary support 
ships, and an unconfirmed number of Type 32 
frigates, a class that was announced in late 2020. 
The Type 32 will enable the RN to reach its intended 
escort fleet size of 24 total vessels. Officials say that 
the previous version of the strategy, which was 
released in 2017, was too focused on shipbuilding 
to the exclusion of wider industry considerations, 
and the new plan is more holistic in its consideration 
of industry needs and capabilities in new vessel 
construction. It is anticipated that the steady supply 
of reliable work for builders and contractors will 
allow those firms to increase efficiencies that will 
allow for lower construction costs. 
 

Admiral Insists RN Would have No Problem 
Battling a Russian Naval Force 

Tom Cotterill  Portsmouth News  18 Mar 2021 
Admiral Lord Alan West has insisted a UK-led naval 
force would come off on top if a sea clash were to 
happen in the Baltic. region.  The former security 
minister’s comments come just days after Russia 
was branded a ‘hostile’ threat in Britain’s new 
integrated defence and security review.  Over the 
past few years, the Kremlin has been investing in its 
navy, bolstering the numbers of its Baltic fleet, 
which is made up of 53 warships and three 
submarines.  Among the new additions to the flotilla 
include four of Russia’s newest breed of 
Steregushcy-class corvettes.  Moscow insists the 
naval force’s primary duty is to protect the main city 

of St Petersburg and Russia’s Baltic bastion of 
Kaliningrad.  However, threatened Baltic states 
have lashed out over the increased presence of 
Russian vessels in the region.  This week, two 
Portsmouth-based frigates finished leading a task 
group in a series of war drills in the Baltic, the first 
deployment of its kind this year which forms part of 
the UK’s wider defence commitment to the area.  
Lord West said: 'There’s no doubt that Russia is 
seen as a hostile power.  They’re working in the 
grey zone and doing all sort of silly things.  ‘In the 
last few years, they have rejuvenated their navy and 
producing some very good kit, the new submarines, 
for instance, are very good.  ‘I still think with a proper 
balanced Royal Navy task group, with the F-35s, 
nuclear submarines and Type 45 destroyers that if 
we met up with a group of their ships, particularly 
their old, battered carrier (the Admiral Kuznetsov), 
which is rubbish, it would be a very good ending, 
we’d sink them all and be home for tea and medals.’ 
 

China is Major Threat, but UK will Keep up 
Trade Links, says Defence Review 
Guardian & Reuters, 21 March 2021 

The British Govt released its Global Britain in a 
Competitive Age: The Integrated Review of 
Security, Defence, Development and Foreign 
Policy, which outlines the UK’s foreign affairs 
priorities over the next decade.  As the first such 
policy released since Britain formally left the EU, the 
review prioritises closer relations with the US, and 
the other Five Eyes (Australia, Canada, NZ), NATO, 
and a few long-standing European partners, like 
France and Germany, but otherwise pays scant 
attention to the EU as a whole.  The review also 
advocated for an ‘Indo-Pacific tilt’, with the goal of 
making the UK the most engaged European nation 
in the region considering the growing economic and 
strategic importance of that region.  Media attention 
has focused largely on the review’s dual treatment 
of China as a ‘systemic competitor’ and the primary 
security threat to the UK, while also advocating for 
expanded trade and economic ties with the 
People’s Republic.  The review also promises to 
maintain or exceed defence spending 
commitments, with new capabilities in terms of 
counterterrorism, space, and cyber warfare, and an 
overall goal of ‘sustaining strategic advantage 
through science and technology.’  Though further 
details of the defence modernisation effort and 
specific programs are to be released later this 
month, the review does mention the intent to 
expand the country’s nuclear arsenal despite 
previous announced cuts to the UK’s warhead 
stockpile, with the review suggesting that reduction 
was ‘no longer possible’ given changes to the global 
security environment.  This review updates several 
previous policies like the National Security Strategy 
and the Strategic Defence and Security Review, 
which were both last released in 2015, and will be 
accompanied by the release of a Defence White 
paper on 22 March 2021. 
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NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK 
 

HMCS Victoria.  Terry, This is one of my drawings 
of our HMCS Victoria Class Submarines. (ex-RN 
submarines Upholder Class) I thought you would 
like to put it into one of your future newsletters?  I 
think they are now state-of-the-art diesel subs.  Of 
course, after we refitted them and upgraded them 
with the latest electronics.  We plan using them well 
into the 2030’s before we expect to obtain new 
submarines.  I look forward to seeing their new 
masts being installed next year. The new masts will 
not penetrate the pressure hull.  Cheers, 
John Webber, Lt. (RCNR) rated SLOPS Manager 
Submariner Association of Canada (West) 

 

WAR WIDOWS COOKBOOK OFFER 
Thank you all who ordered and paid for a copy of 
this entertaining publication to raise money for the 
War Widows UK Assn.  It appears 
Ian Murphy and Norman Burgess 
who are not Derbyshire Submariners 
sent in an order for a copy, but forgot 
the vital part of the order – The Five 
Quid for the book and £2 P&P.  As 
the March DS NL stated: 
To Order you can complete the 
online form at www.warwidow.org.uk and pay by 
bank transfer or print the form and send it with a 
cheque to Widows’ Association of Great Britain, PO 
Box 29265, Dunfermline, KY12 2FH.  Any questions 
or problems with ordering email 
wwaremembrance@warwidows.co.uk.  Books will 
not be sent out until payment is received.  Thank 
you for your support with this project 
 

WW Cookbook.  HI Terry, Sorry, I meant to do this 
email earlier but forgot.  Just to let you know I have 
purchased one off those WW Cook Books and find 
it very interesting, and a worthwhile course.  I have 
noticed like all military cookbooks there is no 
picture, which is good as having had to deal with 
Matelots and food for years, it gives the Chef the 
ability to have the following conversation regularly. 
Sailor:  What's That? 
Chef:  Meat and Potato pie. 
Sailor:  Don't look like my Mums meat and potato pie 
Chef:  Three Things.  I am not your Mum, and I have 
not got a picture, so it looks like meat and potato pie 
to me, and I am the Expert! 
Sailor: What's the other choice? 
Chef:  **** all, So take it or leave it 
Problem of Customer Service Solved the military way! 
Tony Greaves  Ex Submariner Baby Chef 

ID of a Piece of MoD Kit Request 
Dear Sir, Please find attached photos of a recent 
purchase I have made and I was advised it came off 
a mod submarine.  Would you be kind enough to 
ask your members to have a look and perhaps let 
me know if that is the case?  I'd also like to sell it 
onto a submariner who would appreciate it, do you 
think some of your members would be interested in 
it?  It's very dirty and I will be cleaning it up and can 
send some better photos if required.  I just think it 
belongs in a submarine collection paper label reads 
6 June 1960, many thanks 
 

Due to the April DS Newsletter already being 
'Toppers' the & the earliest I could put this enquiry 
out would be May, I emailed it out to see if any DS 
Clanky, Mech or Tiff could identify please? 

 

Thanks to Kevin Lawson, the answer to the 
mystery.  It is not a submarine piece of kit BUT 
he does recognise it as Post WW 2 Royal Navy 
HMS Dainty (Daring Class Destroyers) Engine 
Direction & Revolution Indicator & there is one For 
Sale on e Bay £129-99.  Hope this Helps? 
 

Editor Postscript.  I well remember a squadron of 
four Daring's entering Singapore Naval Basin in the 
mid-late 1960's for the last time under the White 
Ensign before some were transferred to other 
navies?  It was very impressive seamanship and 
suffice to say they broke the harbour speed limit 
entering harbour.  I did a six-month loan draft on 
one Daring, and not the most comfortable post-war 
ships for living, but impressive as warships of the 
time.  However, I confess the Leander's were my 
favourite as skimmer vessels go.  Wonderful 
working with the Aussies & Kiwis, and I remember 

Christmas Day 1968 or 69 we 
had to paint out the large 
painted Red Kiwi image a 
certain ship had painted on 
the side of our ship, and other 
UK Warships.  There was only 

one suspect in Singapore Naval Base at the time, 
Thus, on Boxing Day all the way down the side of 
the said NZ Warship unknown sailors in the same 
Red Admar paint also known as red lead had 
painted ‘Made in the UK’ in very large letters down 
the side of the offending warship, and they were 
thence over the side painting their ships side.  Then 
we all went up the Armada Club in HMS Terror for 
a run ashore.   Terry 

http://www.warwidow.org.uk/
mailto:wwaremembrance@warwidows.co.uk
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Russia's Monster Submarines are even Scarier 
Than You Imagined 

Kyle MIzokami  Popular Mechanics  3 Mar, 2021 
If you’ve ever seen The Hunt for Red October, 
you’re probably familiar with Russia’s truly massive 
Typhoon-class submarines.  These Cold War giants 
still stand as the largest subs ever built.  Just how 
big are we talking?  Each boat stretched to nearly 
600’ long and was wider than the average American 
house, and almost three times as tall, to boot.  In 
the 1970’s, the Soviet Union embarked upon a new 
nuclear weapons program (code name: Typhoon) 
to develop a new missile-firing submarine and 
nuclear missiles.  The subs (code name: Akula) 
were designed to be 566’ long, 76’ wide, and nearly 
38’ tall.  The Typhoon-class submarines displaced 
23,200 tons in order to accommodate a payload of 
20 RSM-52 ballistic missiles.  Although most subs 
are relatively spartan in amenities, the sheer size of 
the Typhoon made it possible for engineers at St. 
Petersburg’s Rubin Design Bureau to squeeze in 
such unprecedented perks as a solarium, 
swimming pool, and sauna.  The first submarine in 
the Typhoon class Dmitri Donskoy (TK-208), 
entered service in 1981. Russia built five Typhoons 
in total, but today, only Donskoy remains in service.  
The sub has spent its post-Cold War career as a 
test bed for a new generation of Russian submarine 
technologies and missiles, and was instrumental in 
testing the buggy Bulava submarine-launched 
ballistic missile. 

The images above, which undersea warfare 
authority H.I. Sutton created, show the Typhoon in 
relation to the American Ohio-class ballistic missile 
submarines and the average American house. 
While the Typhoon-class subs are only 17’ longer 
than the Ohio boats, they’re considerably wider and 
taller.  A Typhoon sub looks so menacing because 
its sail (also known as the conning tower) is located 
behind the missile silos instead of in front of them, 
meaning the missiles are always included in any 
picture of the sub.  The titular Red October was 
supposed to be a fictional super-variant of the 
Typhoon class, equipped with six more RSM-52 
missiles, for a total of 52,000 kilotons of nuclear 
firepower. (The atomic bomb exploded at 
Hiroshima, by comparison, had a yield of 16 
kilotons.)  The Red October came packed with a 
magnetohydrodynamic drive (MHD) system, a real-
life propulsion system that supposedly gave the 
ship a first strike capability.  In both The Hunt for 

Red October and the novel on which it was based, 
the sub was designed to use its near-silent MHD 
propulsion to sneak to a position off the eastern 
seaboard of the U.S., launching its missiles in a 
surprise attack.  This unadvertised capability was 
the final straw for ship captain Marko Ramius, who 
defects with his submarine to the U.S. 
 

Today, a newer generation of Russian missile 
submarines, the Borei class, are replacing the 
Russian Navy’s aging Typhoon- and Delta-class 
subs. The Borei-class subs carry 16 Bulava 
missiles, for a total explosive yield of 7,200 kilotons, 
though the Bulava missiles are likely much more 
accurate than their predecessors.  And since the 
Boreis are 
smaller and 
more space-
efficient than 
their ancestors, 
they probably 
don’t have 
swimming 
pools. Russia plans to build at least eight Borei 
submarines, split between the Northern (Atlantic) 
and Pacific Fleets.  At 40 years old, Dmitri Donskoy 
is nearing retirement age. The Soviets built the 
Typhoon boats during a time before computers and 
compact ballistic missiles, and their size was 
dictated in large part by their enormous RSM-52 
missiles. There may never be a class of submarines 
as big as the Typhoons ... though never say never. 

 
Norway Halts Sale of Bergen Engines to 

Russian Conglomerate 
Maritime Executive, 10 Mar 2021 

Norway’s Government has suspended the sale of 
Bergen Engines to a Russian-controlled company 
while it evaluates the security implications of the 
deal.  The USD $180 million transaction between 
Bergin Engines (A Division of Rolls Royce 
Holdings) and Russia’s rail and transport 
conglomerate Transmashholding (TMH) was 
announced on 4 Feb.  However, Norway has 
temporarily halted the deal under a 2019 security 
law which allows the government to review, limit, or 
stop foreign acquisitions when national security 
interests are at stake.  Norway’s navy, coast guard, 
and other NATO members rely on Bergen’s engines 
and infrastructure and are concerned with the 
strategic implications of the sale that would put most 
of the company in the hands of four Russian 
nationals, which could potentially cause 
interruptions in procurement processes. Meanwhile, 
in a related effort to retain strategic advantages over 
China and Russia, the US and Ukraine are also 
working to block a Chinese takeover of Ukrainian 
aeroengine company Motor Sich, which would give 
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) the capability of 
producing its own aeroengines, a capability it 
currently lacks and is fulfilled by importing engines 
from Russia. 



 9 

Dreadnought Submarine Programme: Factsheet 
HM Government   6 March 2021 

The Government and Parliament the Protection 
and Defence of the U.K is the Primary 
responsibility of Her Majesty’s government 
The Government is committed to maintaining 
minimum continuous at sea deterrence to deter the 
most extreme threats to the UK and to protect our 
vital interests; it was elected in May 2015 on a clear 
manifesto to build 4 new nuclear armed 
submarines, the first of which was named 
Dreadnought, to replace the current 4 Vanguard 
class submarines.  Parliament has voted in support 
of the government’s plans 4 times, once in March 
2007, in Jan 2015, in Nov 2015 and most recently 
in July 2016.  The Govt has considered alternative 
systems but concluded a ‘4 boat system’ is the most 
cost-effective way to deliver continuous deterrence, 
see the Trident alternatives review.  The UK’s 
independent nuclear deterrent remains essential to 
our security.  Our independent nuclear deterrent 
exists to deter the most extreme threats to our 
national security and way of life, helping to 
guarantee our security and that of our allies 
 

Since the end of the Cold War there remains 
substantial nuclear arsenals in the world; the 
number of nuclear-armed states has increased and 
potential adversaries are modernising their 
conventional and nuclear forces; there remains the 
continuing risk of the further proliferation of nuclear 
weapons.  Recent changes in the international 
security context remind us that we cannot relax our 
guard and we cannot rule out further shifts, which 
would put us and our NATO allies under grave 
threat; it would be irresponsible to assume that the 
UK will not in the foreseeable future be confronted 
with the kinds of extreme threat to our security or 
way of life which nuclear weapons seek to deter.  
Continued retention of our independent nuclear 
deterrent is required to deter any aggressor; a 
minimum, credible, independent nuclear deterrent, 
based on continuous at sea deterrence, and 
assigned to NATO, remains vital; we are therefore 
making the necessary investment to sustain 
continuous at sea deterrence with the Dreadnought 
programme.  How the government will meet this 
commitment is set out in the Strategic Defence and 
Security Review (SDSR). 
 

Continuous at Sea Deterrence.  The U.K. has been 
protected 24rs a day by a continuous at sea 
deterrent (CASD) known as Operation Relentless, 
since April 1969.  CASD is the minimal, credible and 
independent deterrent against aggression towards 
the U.K, the nuclear deterrent’s command and 
control system is fully independent; decision 
making and use of the system remains entirely 
Sovereign to the UK and under political control.  The 
UK has declared our nuclear deterrent to the 
defence of the NATO Alliance since 1962, thereby 
contributing to the ultimate guarantee of collective 
Euro-Atlantic security. 

Four Resolution Class submarines operated 
between 1969-1996 and carried the Polaris nuclear 
missile system.  The first of the 4 Vanguard Class 
submarines became operational from 1992.  They 
are due to continue serving until the 2030’s and; 
carry the Trident strategic nuclear armed missile 
system.  4 submarines guarantee that one is 
deployed operationally at any given time. 
 

What is the Dreadnought Programme?  
Dreadnought is the British programme to replace the 
4 Vanguard Class submarines, which have provided 
CASD since 1992, with 4 new submarines that will 
be built in the UK.  The 4 Dreadnought submarines 
will be introduced, on current plans from the 2030’s 
onwards and have a lifespan of at least 30 years.  
The Trident Missile The Dreadnought submarines 
will carry the Trident Missile System; Dreadnought 
will be armed with existing Trident missile stocks 
which will not need replacing until the 2040’s.  
Current Costs:  Sustaining the nuclear deterrent in-
service currently accounts for around 6% of the 
annual Defence Budget.  Future Costs  Our latest 
estimate is that manufacturing the 4 Dreadnought 
submarines is likely to cost a total of £31-billion 
(including inflation over the lifetime of the 
programme); we have also set a contingency of £10-
billion.  This is a prudent estimate based on past 
experience of large, complex projects, such as the 
2012 Olympics, Crossrail or High Speed 2. 
 

Real Doomsday Machine – The Dreadnought SM 
The National Interest  Caleb Larson  16 Mar 2021 
The Dreadnaught-Class of submarines will replace 
the United Kingdom’s Vanguard-class submarines 
which currently provide the RN’s silent underwater 
nuclear deterrent.  Though certainly among the 
world’s most capable nuclear submarines, the 
Vanguard’s have been in service with the RN since 
the 1990’s, making the oldest of the submarines 
nearly thirty years old.  Former Defence Secretary 
Michael Fallon stated that the RN ‘cannot know 
what dangers we might face in the 2030’s, 2040’s 
and 2050’s,’ justifying the submarine’s construction.  
Construction on the Dreadnought-class is still 
underway, so many of the class’ final characteristics 
are not yet known, but BAE Systems, the 
Dreadnought-class builder, is building a fleet of four 
total submarines, and claims that the submarines 
will be the first submarines built with mixed-gender 
crews.  Composite imagery of the submarines does 
however show what appears to be a very smooth, 
streamlined hull with a single, rather large sail near 
the front third of the vessel.  Just rear of the sail the 
new submarine is show with twelve missile 
compartments, six to a side.  The class is expected 
to be 150m long, nearly 500 feet, and displace 
17,500 tons, making the Dreadnoughts the largest 
submarines ever built for the RN.  The submarines 
will also feature a new lighting system that can 
simulate night and day, giving underwater mariners 
a better sense of what time, it is, another first for the 
Royal Navy. 
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The name Dreadnought is steeped in historical 
significance. The U.K. press release announcing 
the new submarine’s names stated that, 
‘Dreadnought has extensive historical significance, 
borne by no fewer than nine RN ships.  A previous 
Dreadnought sailed with Sir Francis Drake to repel 
the Spanish Armada; another was present with 
Nelson at Trafalgar, where her gunnery was 
acknowledged to be the most devastating of any 
ship present.  But the most famous of all was the 
ninth Dreadnought, a Battleship so advanced that it 
rendered all others obsolete at a stroke.’  The timing 
of the announcement in 2016 happened to coincide 
with when ‘the U.S’s Navy sent four of its own 
Dreadnoughts to join the RN’s Grand Fleet in Scapa 
Flow.’  Like the previous Vanguard-class the 
Dreadnought-class will be armed with Trident 
intercontinental ballistic missiles, a ballistic nuclear 
missile design that is shared with American Ohio-
class submarines.  The Dreadnoughts couldn’t 
come a moment too soon.  The first of the new 
submarines, the HMS Dreadnought, is expected to 
enter service with the RN in the early 2030’s, 
keeping the older Vanguard-class operational for ‘at 
least 37 years, 13 years longer than the design life.’ 
And once they do—They’ll Rule the Waves. 
 

NAVY LOOKOUT  16 March 2021 
The Integrated Review   A Royal Navy Perspective 
After more than 3 years in gestation, the Integrated 
Review of Security, Defence, Development and 
Foreign Policy entitled ‘Global Britain in a 
Competitive Age’ was published today. This is an 
ambitious and wide-ranging document that has 
much merit but for the Armed Forces, the devil will 
be in the detail that will follow in the Defence 
Command Paper published at the end of Mar 2021.  
Broad Strokes.  The IR can be described as 
comprehensive, coherent and well crafted.  Unlike 
previous SDSRs, this is not just about defence and 
security but an attempt to respond to all the very 
diverse threats to UK peace and prosperity using 
hard and soft power levers.  There are enormous 
challenges that span climate change, biosecurity, 
terrorism, grey zone activity, space, cyber, financial, 
conventional and nuclear threats.  The post-Brexit 
Global Britain agenda is very much at the forefront 
and the aims represent something of a tour de force 
of global ambition.  Promising so much is easy but 
delivering the programme will be extremely 
challenging, not only from a financial perspective 
but in breaking away from ingrained patterns of 
institutional behaviour.  The IR headlines will be 
dominated by the stated intention to increase the 
nuclear warhead stockpile from ‘180 to no more 
than 260 warheads’.  For context, the UK still has 
the smallest stockpile of any declared nuclear state 
which pale in comparison to the 5,800 of the US and 
6,375 of Russia.  It should be noted the Russians 
are investing heavily in many kinds of new strategic 
and tactical nuclear weapon delivery systems. 

This modest increase is partly to do with the overlap 
in updating the existing Holbrook warhead stocks to 
a new design.  If required, it would also allow the 
Trident submarine to embark more missiles and 
warheads than the present reduced level, although 
the deterrent posture is unlikely to change any time 
soon. If a deterrent is to remain fully credible more 
warheads may need to be launched at a given 
target to ensure the penetration of improving anti-
ballistic missile defences.  The temporary retreat 
from the very significant 0.7% GDP commitment to 
overseas development aid is also controversial.  
Many have advocated redirecting these funds to the 
MoD but ODA is an important tool in the eradication 
of poverty, disease, migration, terrorism and 
conflicts at source and if well directed, benefits the 
UK as much as the recipients. 
 

There is a further recognition that the disastrous 
feast and famine procurement order cycle and 
laissez-faire approach to the defence industrial 
base must end.  All aspect of UK science, research 
and industry have a part to play in the Defence of 
the Realm and more strategic planning and long-
term certainty can help with the North-South 
levelling up agenda and help boost the post-COVID 
economy.  The Defence Secretary, who also 
doubles as the ‘Shipbuilding Tsar’, announced 
today that the UK National Shipbuilding Strategy 
will be refreshed and broadened to go beyond just 
the construction of hulls and include the complete 
supply chain. All government-owned vessels (over 
150 tonnes) will be the subject of a 30-year 
procurement plan and their manufacture is likely to 
be restricted to predominantly UK companies. 
 

Maritime Front and Centre  Other commentators 
will provide a deeper and broader analysis of the IR, 
but from a RN perspective, the direction of travel is 
mostly satisfactory.  The RN is at the heart of many 
aspects of this document while the rapidly declining 
enthusiasm for putting boots on the ground 
overseas in anything but small numbers means the 
British Army is hardly mentioned.  Many of the 
Army’s problems are of their own making, although 
a diminished Army should be a concern for 
everyone, ultimately conflicts are decided on land. 
While the Army leadership may be suffering a 
torrent of criticism, particularly for its mishandling of 
vehicle procurement, it should be noted the RN 
endured years of accusations and misinformation 
around the carrier project but has now successfully 
navigated stormy political seas and is assured that 
both ships will be retained in service. The Carrier 
Strike Group deployment is now the third most 
significant activity on the government’s foreign 
policy agenda (after chairing the G7 and the UN 
Climate Change Conference).  The RAF, is of 
course, deeply involved with the carrier project and 
the number of F-35s that will be ordered should 
become clear next week.  The original plan for 138 
jets has faded, but it now seems probable there will 
be a second tranche of orders beyond the initial 48. 
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The RAF will take leadership of what the IR calls the 
‘integrated space policy’, although expenditure on 
space will comprise a very small part of the defence 
budget.  More widely, the RAF is likely to cut air 
mobility aircraft and reduce Typhoon numbers while 
betting big on the Tempest FCAS, which has heavy 
political backing as the future of the UK aerospace 
industry. 
 

Going Global  The IR identifies Russia as the 
biggest single actor threatening the UK, but adopts 
a more blurred approach to the rise of China which 
it describes as a ‘competitor’ rather than specifically 
accusing them of undermining international laws 
and the established world order.  The UK tilt 
towards the Indo-Pacific is a significant part of the 
document and emphasises trade and security with 
other partner nations.  This obviously has major 
implications for the RN which is contemplating how 
to maintain a more persistent presence in the 
region.  Beyond the important, but transitory CSG21 
deployment, how to sustain a forward-deployed 
naval force that is more than token is challenging. 
Basing a carrier east of Suez would impose a heavy 
financial cost and logistic burden and could be seen 
as being contrary to a strategy that sees Russia as 
the main threat.  Duqm in Oman is now a viable 
base for aircraft carrier operations and/or other 
naval forces, should the tilt become a more 
significant pivot.  The IR outlines plans to invest 
further existing overseas bases in Gibraltar, 
Cyprus, Oman and Singapore. Development of 
what are termed ‘strategic hubs’ are designed to 
increase the reach of the armed forces and the RN 
in particular.  The First Sea Lord confirmed HMS 
Tamar will be forward-deployed later this year. 
Whether she will base based in Singapore or 
another port in the Indo-Pacific is yet to be seen, 
although this would be more of an initial gesture of 
support as the presence of an OPV would have only 
minor military significance. 
 

Unsurprisingly the IR names the U.S’s as Britain’s 
most important ally and Trans-Atlantic trade looks 
likely to increase. There is deeply ingrained military 
and intelligence co-operation at many levels but the 
links between the RN and USN are especially 
strong. Whether it’s in the underseas domain, the 
naval aviation community, the Marine Corps or the 
surface ship world, there is mutual respect, 
exchanges of personnel and few secrets. The RN 
has led the way in developing bonds with our 
increasingly important US partners, something that 
may be worth considering when politicians come to 
select the new Chief of Defence staff. 
 

The IR Document’s only concrete offering about the 
RN Equipment plan is to confirm what is already 
known, promising to: ‘develop the next generation 
of naval vessels including Type 32 frigates & 
Support ships, in our next article, we will try to make 
sense of the confusion around future surface escort 
numbers. 

HMS QEII Visits Glen Mallan, Loch Long 
RN News Release  15  March 2021 

 

Editor:  I am glad we did not meet this Target 
enroute for Torpedo trials at Arrochar, as I know 
what a certain Skipper would have us do! 
Royal Navy’s Fleet Flagship, Queen Elizabeth 
docked at night in Glen Mallan, Scotland, as part of 
final preparations before her first operational 
deployment. Photograph: POPhot JJ Massey/PA 
 

The Royal Navy Aircraft carrier HMS Queen 
Elizabeth has visited western Scotland for the first 
time.  The Fleet Flagship arrived at the new 
Northern Ammunition Jetty at Glen Mallan, in Loch 
Long, as part of final preparations before her first 
operational deployment.  The £3bn vessel, which 
was assembled at Rosyth in Fife, has spent the last 
two weeks at sea testing and trialling her latest 
equipment.  HMS Queen Elizabeth is the first of the 
RN’s fleet to visit the new £64m facility, built at Glen 
Mallan by the Defence Infrastructure Organisation 
(DIO).  Captain Angus Essenhigh, HMS Queen 
Elizabeth commanding officer, said: ‘We are very 
proud of the close connection our ship has with 
Scotland, especially with our affiliated city of 
Edinburgh.  ‘HMS Queen Elizabeth embodies the 
best of British engineering and craftsmanship, 
including Scottish shipbuilding, and it is a privilege 
to return to her birthplace of Scotland.’  Operated by 

Defence Equipment and Support through Defence 
Munitions, the Northern Ammunition Jetty is 
specifically designed to support the surface fleet, 
allowing them to continue entering and berthing at 
Glen Mallan.  This is the first time HMS Queen 
Elizabeth has visited western Scotland, after she 
became a familiar sight in the Firth of Forth where 
she was assembled. She berthed at the jetty for a 
routine loading of operational stores.  Photo Above 
QEII leaving the loch to return to Pompey 22/3. 
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Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said: ‘HMS Queen 
Elizabeth has a very proud affiliation to Scotland and 
it is only fitting she returns before her first operational 
deployment later this year. ‘The £64m investment 
into the new Northern Ammunition Jetty reaffirms our 
commitment to supporting our core capabilities and 
defence estate across all corners of the UK.’  HMS 
Queen Elizabeth is due to sail for Portsmouth at the 
end of the month, and will deploy to the 
Mediterranean, Indian Ocean and East Asia later this 
year, as part of the UK’s Carrier Strike Group.  The 
65,000 tonne carrier is capable of carrying up to 40 
aircraft and is primarily used to launch F35 strike 
aircraft.  Authorities have warned that drones and 
aircraft must not be flown in the vicinity of the ship 
due to operational security.  Police Scotland tweeted: 
‘Please be advised that for the duration that HMS 
Queen Elizabeth is visiting Glen Mallan, no aircraft 
are allowed to fly within three nautical miles of the 
ship and below 6000 feet within the three nautical 
mile radius.  ‘Drones must not fly within three nautical 
miles either; this includes while the ship is travelling 
to and from the harbour.’  They added: ‘If anyone 
sees someone flying near to the ship, or preparing a 
drone for flight near the ship, they should contact 
Police Scotland on 999.’ 
 

RN Revives Days of Sail with Training 
on Tall Ship   17 March 2021 TV News 

For the first time in decades RN sailors are learning 
the art of seafaring on a traditional tall ship.  Over 
four months junior sailors are crewing TS 
Tenacious, giving them a unique insight into the 
days of sail and the chance to pick up key leadership 
skills.  The square rigger is running in and out of 
Portsmouth with RN sailors performing tasks and 
duties Nelson would recognise: from heaving and 
hauling lines to set the sails, to watchkeeping and 
steering.  The use of the Jubilee Sailing Trust’s 
Tenacious is helping to plug the gap left by the 
closure of the Navy’s command and leadership 
school in the Brecon Beacons due to the pandemic.  

‘In a difficult period for RN 
training due to the pandemic, 
the use of the Jubilee Sailing 
Trust has allowed us to 
continue to provide top quality 
core leadership and team 
training in a maritime context,’ 
said Cdr Adrian Coulthard 

from the Navy’s training organisation.  ‘It has also 
meant we have been able to maintain our training 
pipeline throughflow, while providing our trainees 
with early and very valuable experience, from 
maintaining watches to living and working in the 
challenging maritime domain.’  Editor:  While Spare 
Crew 1972 a misdemeanour of parking my motor 
bike alongside my bed (on the third floor) in Dolphin 
resulted in a two week loan draft to the STS Sir 
Winston Churchill for two weeks down to the 
Channel Islands.  It beat two weeks No9’s in Fort 
Blockhouse.  Thence, to Gus on draft!! 

Struggling RN Families to be Boosted by New 
£100k Hardship Fund from Barclays Bank 

Tom Cotterill  Portsmouth News  18 Mar 2021 
Barclays has approved the windfall for 
Portsmouth’s own Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
Charity (RNRMC).  The huge surge in funding 
comes after the naval institution spent a whopping 
£600,000 helping military families during the past 
year.  Since the start of the coronavirus pandemic 
in March 2020, 190 grants have been approved by 
the RNRMC as part of its hardship fund. 
 

The cash was hailed as a ‘lifeline’ for naval families 
by RNRMC's director of fundraising, Alasdair 
Akass, helping pay for funerals and critical 
improvement to naval care homes to protect 
veterans from Covid-19.  The latest money from 
Barclays has gone back into the hardship fund, with 
about £35,000 already put to use in supporting key 
projects.  Mandy Lindley, director of relationships 
and funding at the RNRMC thanked Barclays for its 
support and said: ‘We are very grateful for such 
generous support in this difficult year, and this 
donation has allowed us to deliver essential aid to 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines personnel, their 
families and veterans.’  Almost £25,000 of the 
donation was put to action immediately, providing 
computer equipment to 348 Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines families in financial difficulties, ensuring 
that children could keep up with home schooling 
during lockdown. 
 

 

A further £10,000 went to Erskine, a delivery partner 
of the RNRMC which provides nursing and 
residential care for elderly veterans in Scotland.  
The cash was used to install thermal imaging 
equipment in four homes and an activity centre in 
an effort to spot those who may be infected with 
Covid-19 before they enter the sites.  Additional 
cash has also been earmarked for counselling 
services and support for bereaved service children, 
essential items for veterans living in supported 
accommodation and help for the family of a sailor 
stranded in the UK, unable to travel home to St 
Vincent.  Nigel Higgins, Barclays chairman, said: 
‘Covid-19 has created an unprecedented social and 
economic impact in the UK, with many experiencing 
greater hardship due to the crisis. Incredible 
charities such as RNRMC have been playing a vital 
role in the UK’s response to the pandemic, ensuring 
urgent help reaches those most in need of support.  
‘As a bank we have been doing all we can for our 
customers, clients and colleagues, and we hope 
that by partnering with RNRMC and many other 
charities across the UK, collectively we can ensure 
that as many people as possible in the communities 
in which we live and work are supported through 
this crisis.’ 
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US Navy Admiral Issues Warning that China 
Plans to Invade Taiwan in the Next Six Years 

Brian Hannon  Daily Mail  10 Mar 2021 
A U.S. Admiral has warned that China aims to invade 
Taiwan within the next six years ahead of the Biden 
administration first meeting with the country's 
officials in Alaska mid-March.  U.S. Navy Admiral 
Philip S. Davidson, Cdr of the U.S. Indo-Pacific 
Command, also told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee of fears among the U.S. military that the 
Chinese government centred in Beijing could 
overtake America's global leadership role in the 
coming decades, NBC News reported.  'Taiwan is 
clearly one of their ambitions,' Davidson told the 
committee, 'And I think the threat is manifest during 
this decade, in fact, in the next six years.'  He added: 
'I worry that they're [China] accelerating their 
ambitions to supplant the United States and our 
leadership role in the rules-based international order.  
They've long said that they want to do that by 2050.  
I'm worried about them moving that target closer.' 
 

Admiral Davidson's warning comes as U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken plans to meet with 
Chinese officials in person for the first time in the U.S. 
as reported by Bloomberg News.  China did not 
immediately react to Davidson's claims, but a 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman said the U.S. 
should halt arms sales to Taiwan.  'China's position 
on the Taiwan question is consistent and clear.  
There is but one China in the world, and Taiwan is 
an inalienable part of China's territory,' Zhao Lijian 
said in Beijing.  China considers the democratic 
government of Taiwan to be an illegitimate 
breakaway province.  When the nation's civil war 
between the Communists and Nationalists ended in 
1949, the defeated Nationalists set up a rival 
government in Taipei, Taiwan's capital.  The Chinese 
Communist Party has not ruled out using force to 
bring the island under its control. 
 

The U.S. has no official relations with Taiwan, but 
maintains extensive informal ties with the island off 
the south eastern coast of China.  The CIA World 
Factbook said Taiwan is expected to have a 
population of about 23.57 million as of July 2021.  
China recently increased its military activity near the 
island in response to what it called 'secessionist 
forces' and 'collusion' between Taipei and 
Washington.  Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen 
was elected in a landslide vote last year on a promise 
to defend the island's democracy and hold off China.  
The U.S. and China remain at odds over influence in 
the Indo-Pacific region, territorial claims in the South 
China Sea, human rights abuses against the Uygher 
population in Xinjiang and China's control of Hong 
Kong.  Hong Kong has been rocked by pro-
democracy demonstrations since China began to 
clamp down on the former British colony after the 
UK's 99-year lease there ended in 1997.  Hong Kong 
was granted a form of co-existence with China under 
the principle of 'one country, two systems' that 
provided significant autonomy. 

Protesters took to Hong Kong's streets beginning in 
June 2019 over plans, cancelled in Sept, to allow 
extradition to the mainland from Hong Kong in what 
was perceived as a crackdown on democratic 
dissent.  A proposed new security law believed to 
target democracy activists has further inflamed 
tensions in the major economic hub, which is a little 
over 435 miles from Taiwan.  Blinken, America's new 
top diplomat who was confirmed by the Senate on 26 
Jan, said earlier this month that China represented 
America's 'biggest geopolitical test of the 21st 
century.'  The U.S. relationship with China will be 
'competitive when it should be, collaborative when it 
can be, and adversarial when it must be,' Blinken 
said.  At China's massive annual political congress in 
Beijing, State Cllr Wang Yi struck a tough line on 
Taiwan.  The top diplomat warned there was no room 
for compromise and the new U.S. government 
should drop the previous administration's 'dangerous 
acts of playing with fire.'  Former President Donald 
Trump angered Beijing by sending members of his 
cabinet to Taiwan in a show of support for the 
democracy.  White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki 
said the U.S. remains 'rock solid' in its commitment 
to Taiwan.  'Our position on Taiwan remains clear,' 
Psaki said. 'We will stand with friends and allies to 
advance our shared prosperity, security and values 
in the Indo-Pacific region.' 
 

The U.S. Navy’s Submarine-Launched Aerial 
Drone Capacity is Set to Greatly Expand 

RCN News & The Drive, 10 Mar 2021 
The USN plans to buy a significant number of 
uninhabited aerial systems (UAS) that can be 
deployed from decoy launchers on submerged 
submarines.  Sources suggest that the USN will 
purchase 120 of the Blackwing 10C UAS from 
AeroVironment for use from a variety of subsurface 
platforms in service with the USN, including 
submarines and uninhabited underwater vehicles 

(UUVs) that feature 
the standard 3’ launch 
tube.  The small drone 
has pop-out wings that 
extend to a 27-inch 
wingspan and GPS 
navigation system with 
datalink to maintain 
communications with a 
crewed platform. The 

10Cs being purchased by the Navy will also carry 
electro-optical and infrared sensors and it is 
possible that datalinks will allow for the 
simultaneous operation of multiple UAS from a 
single launch platform.  Sources suggest that the 
Blackwing is a variant of the Switchblade loitering 
munition, but it does not appear that the 10Cs are 
intended to be armed. 
 

It Would Appear, That when you are asked to name 
which is your favourite child, you’re supposed to pick 
one of your own.  Not, one your wife does not know! 
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US Navy Thresher Investigation Released 
Subsim News   16 Mar 2021 

The rolling release of a previously secret report and 
investigation of the 1963 loss of USS Thresher 
(SSN-593), the Navy’s worst submarine disaster, is 
providing new lessons for today’s sailors and 
shipbuilders, said the former submarine 
commander who brought suit to declassify the 
documents.  Now that the documents are 
declassified, submarine safety instructors, ‘can take 
it home, read it and take it into the classroom,’ 
James Bryant, a retired Navy captain who served 
on three Thresher class submarines, said on 
Saturday. The former commander of USS 
Guardfish (SSN-612) added that graduate 
engineering students can also glean the material 
that has been declassified to better understand how 
to prevent future accidents from becoming disasters 
that sank Thresher.  On 10 April, 1963, 129 sailors 
died when Thresher was lost during a deep dive test 
off the East Coast. 
 

US Navy Submarine Treated Bedbug Infestation 
Maritime Executive  15 Mar 2021 

A U.S. Navy submarine is battling an enemy the 
size of a seed.  Sailors assigned to the Seawolf-
class fast-attack submarine USS Connecticut have 
reportedly been complaining about rashes, skin 
irritations, and bite marks for nearly a year, but it 
took until just recently for the U.S. Navy to confirm 
that the ship was suffering from an infestation of 
bedbugs.  The Navy said that it received reports that 
there were possibly bedbugs aboard the elite 
submarine on 20 Dec it was at its Bremerton base 
in Washington state.  Navy entomologists sent to 
the vessel did an inspection but could not at the time 
confirm the presence of the insidious insect that 
likely first came aboard the vessel in the clothing or 
other fabric carried aboard by one of the sailors. 
The size of a seed, the insects infest in bedding and 
other fabrics hiding by day and coming out at night 
biting humans mostly while they are asleep. 
 

A spokesperson for the Pacific Fleet told CNN, 
‘They have to find a bedbug for them to actually do 
something to treat it because you know, there are 
all kinds of things that can cause itching your skin. 
They have to confirm that that's really the issue 
before they start tackling it.’  The formal reports to 
the Navy in Dec launched a nearly two-month 
search of the vessel to identify the specific cause.  
It took till mid-Feb for the Navy to finally locate the 
insects on board the submarine.  A remediation 
program began that involves dusting the areas with 
chemicals that the bugs track into their nests.  
 

The Navy confirmed that some sailors had been 
temporarily relocated to onshore barracks while the 
remediation was ongoing. The Navy reports that 
mattresses in the infected areas of the ship were 
replaced and that linens, curtains on the berths, 
uniforms, and other fabrics were replaced or 
chemically treated.  Daily inspections are continuing. 

For First Time, France and Cyprus Join 
Israel’s Noble Dina Naval Drill 

RCN News & Defence News, 13 Mar 2021 
Israel, Greece, Cyprus, and France completed joint 
naval drills in the Med last week, marking the first 
time that Cyprus and France have joined the annual 
exercise.  The Israeli-led Noble Dina exercise was 
attended by six ships, including Israel’s, Sa’ar 4.5-
class missile boat the INS Romach, as well as 
multiple submarines, and focused on search-and-
rescue cooperation, anti-submarine warfare, and 
anti-surface warfare. Israel, Greece, and Cyprus, 
once at odds over maritime boundaries in the 
eastern Medi, have sought to improve their maritime 
cooperation in the face of growing assertiveness by 
Turkey, which has disputed the exclusive economic 
zone claims afforded to Cyprus and Greece by the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea in the interest 
of exploiting offshore petroleum resources in their 
waters.  Additionally, Turkish President, has openly 
provided political support to Hamas, which controls 
Gaza is considered a terrorist group by Israel. 
Turkey’s provocative actions in the eastern Med 
have also been condemned by France, which has 
consistently called for EU sanctions against the 
country, and these grievances likely informed its 
involvement in this year’s Nobel Dina exercise. 
Israel, Greece, and Cyprus signed a deal last year 
to jointly build a 2,000-megawatt undersea 
electricity cable and a 1,900km undersea gas 
pipeline, signalling that all three countries intend to 
extend their cooperation in the Med beyond the 
military level; Turkey has denounced both projects 
for deliberately excluding its involvement. 
 

Indonesian Navy Receives First-ever 
Locally Assembled Submarine 

RCN News & Jane’s, 18 March 2021 
The Indonesian Navy (Tentara Nasional Indonesia, 
Angkatan Laut, or TNI-AL) has officially taken 
delivery of its third Nagapasa-class diesel-electric 
attack submarine (SSK). Based on South Korea’s 
Jang Bogo-class, which is, in turn, based on the 
German Type 209/1400 submarine.  The Nagapasa-
class was built both in South Korea and in Indonesia 

and this latest 
boat, named 
Alugoro, was 
the first SSK to 
ever be built 
within an 
Indonesian or 

Southeast 
Asian yard.  

The other boats in the class were delivered in 2017 
and 2018, and the Indonesian government concluded 
a contract for the construction of three further vessels 
in 2019, but this deal may be cancelled as Indonesia 
evaluates ‘other options’ for its future submarine fleet.  
The TNI-AL also operates two German-built Cakra-
class submarines that were built in the 1990s to 
Germany’s Type 209/1300 design. 
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Royal Navy Developing New Surveillance Ship 
to Protect Deep Sea Interests 

Navy Net   21 March 2021 
The RN is developing a new Multi-Role Ocean 
Surveillance ship (MROSS) to protect the UK against 
hostile attackers and grow their understanding of 
maritime threats.  Promised to enter service by 2024, 
the surface vessel, with a crew of about 15 people, 
will conduct research into the nation's key deep-sea 
interests.  The ship was among the developments 
mentioned in the Integrated Review.  Undersea 
cables represent a significant portion of the UK's 
interests as they are a vital part of our global 
economy and trade.  Submarine warfare puts these 
cables at risk of sabotage and the RN continues to 
adapt to meet these threats.  The MROSS will be 
equipped with advanced sensors and will carry a 
number of remotely operated and autonomous 
undersea drones to gather data.  The sea vessels 
will also be able to support other defence tasks, 
including exercises and operations in the Arctic 
region, which the First Sea Lord recently told Forces 
News was of particular interest. The new ship is 
being developed as part of a wholesale 
modernisation of the Armed Forces which will be 
unveiled in the Defence Command Paper on 29 Mar 
2021.  ‘Our adversaries look to our critical national 
infrastructure as a key vulnerability and have 
developed capabilities that put these under threat.  
Some of our new investments will therefore go into 
ensuring that we have the right equipment to close 
down these newer vulnerabilities.  Whether on land, 
sea or air, we must make sure that we maintain the 
UK resilience to those that attempt to weaken us. 
 

CEO Charles Woodburn on whether BAE will 
Deliver Dreadnought Submarines on Time 

Dan Taylor  Barrow Evening News 23 Mar 2021 
The boss of BAE has refused to be drawn on 
whether the Dreadnought submarine programme will 
be delivered on time and on budget.  Chief executive 
Charles Woodburn said the company was making 
'good progress' on building the submarines, which 
are due to replace the current Vanguard class 
nuclear deterrent.  Last year, the National Audit 
Office said construction of new facilities at Barrow 
was two years behind schedule, while the existing 
Vanguard fleet is due to have served for 13 years 
longer than planned by the time the first 
Dreadnought boat arrives.  First of the new boats, 
HMS Dreadnought, is to enter service in the early 
2030’s.  Asked by the Sunday Times whether BAE 
will build the new submarines on budget and to the 
revised deadline, he said: ‘We’re making good 
progress on Dreadnought.  Every iteration that we 
have of submarines, we get better at doing it.’  Asked 
again if he was confident that BAE will hit its targets, 
he refused to be drawn. He added: ‘We’re making 
very good progress on Dreadnought.’  The overall 
budget for the programme is £31 billion, with a further 
£10 billion contingency fund.  Four Dreadnought-
class nuclear submarines are being built to replace 

the current Vanguard class of boats.  The 
Dreadnought programme already employs more 
than 7,000 people across the MOD and in industry, 
including 2,800 at BAE Systems.  Mr Woodburn cited 
the two Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers, the 
biggest vessels ever built for the Royal Navy, at a 
cost of £6.8 billion, as evidence that BAE can deliver 
projects to budget and schedule.  The delivery of the 
Barrow-built Dreadnought submarine programme 
has not been affected by disruption caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic, a report to Parliament said 
last year.  In an update the Government set out what 
progress had been made, accepting the ‘strategic 
shock’ from the pandemic had an impact on the 
future nuclear deterrent programme.  But changing 
working practices had meant that significant 
progress was made over the year.  A report said: 
‘Despite the effects of Covid-19, the Dreadnought 
ballistic missile submarine programme continues to 
remain within overall budget and on track for the First 
of Class, HMS Dreadnought, to enter service in the 
early 2030’s.  Thousands of staff at Barrow’s 
shipyard were working off-site, while shift patterns 
were altered to reduce the number of workers there 
at any one time.  According to workforce predictions 
published in 2020, an extra 1,000 staff are expected 
to return to the shipyard from May 2021, with 
reduced numbers staying steady until at least the 
end of 2023.  The value of the Dreadnought 
programme to the company to date is £5.9 billion, 
with contract funding of £0.6 billion received in 2020.  
A number of renovations are under way at the 
shipyard to allow for the boats to be built.  Speaking 
in February, a BAE Systems spokesman said: ‘The 
major programme of investment to redevelop the 
Barrow site to support the delivery of Dreadnought is 
progressing, with a number of new facilities complete 
and in operation.’ 
 

Defence Command Paper the Future of the RN 
Navy Lookout  22 Mar 2021 

Following the publication of the Integrated Review 
last week which set out strategic context and 
direction for UK defence, the Command Paper 
‘Defence in a Competitive Age’ was published today 
which provides further details on future force 
structure. Here we summarise the key implications 
for the RN.  Underwater. There can be no increase 
in submarine numbers but there will be further 
investment in the underwater domain. The 
Dreadnought and Astute programmes will continue 
to proceed as planned.  As we previously predicted, 
to mitigate the slow deliveries of the Astute class 
boats, it is confirmed final two T-boats will be 
extended in service. HMS Talent will serve for an 
extra year and HMS Triumph an extra 18 months, 
decommissioning in 2022 and 2024/5 respectively. 
HMS Trenchant will retire this year, 35 years after 
she was launched. Funding is in place to begin work 
on the Astute successor, SSN(R).  A new 
lightweight anti-submarine torpedo will be 
developed to replace Sting Ray. 
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EUROPE MARITIME NEWS 
 

Germany's Type 212A Submarine 
The National Interest 11 Jan 2021 

A Real Stealth Sub! 
As the German Navy has expanded its operating 
area to cover the waters of Northern Europe, the 
North Atlantic and the Mediterranean Sea, the 
Type-212A , a real stealth Submarine has been 
crucial, allowing Germany to operate in the littoral 
areas as well as the open sea.  Germany wasn’t the 
first nation to utilise submarines, but in 1905 
followed the British RN’s new focus on the then-
cutting-edge technology by adopting the U-1 
(Unterseeboot1). The 139-foot long boat was 
powered on the surface by a heavy oil engine and 
by an electric motor when submerged; and while 
primitive by today’s standards, proved to be a 
stepping stone for the Kriegsmarine’s emphasis on 
a new type of warfare.  During WWI, submarine 
warfare proved to be a key component of 
Germany’s failed strategy to defeat the Allies, and 
the U-Boats were part of the German Navy’s efforts 
again in WWII.  Barred from having submarines in 
the Bundesmarine after WWII until 1960, West 
Germany lagged behind in the development of 
submarines. 

 

Beginning with the Type 201 submarines there 
has been renewed focus on submarines that has 
continued into the twenty-first century.  The 
current generation of German Bundesmarine 
submarines is the Type-212A (aka U-212A), a 
submarine that earned a reputation as a reliable 
and advanced submarine. Developed by 
Howaldtswerke-Deutsche Werft AG (HDW) for 
the German and Italian navies (as the Torado-
class for Italy), the Type-212A was the first to 
make use of Fuel Cell AIP (Air Independent 
Power).  The submarines can operate at high 
speed on diesel power yet switch to the AIP 
system for silent cruising at slow speed.  It can 
also stay submerged for up to three weeks with 
little exhaust heat, making the Type-212A 
virtually undetectable. The German Navy has 
boasted that it is the quietest submarine in 
operation today.  As the German Navy has 
expanded its operating area to cover the waters 
of N. Europe, Atlantic & the Mediterranean Sea, 
the Type-212A has been crucial, allowing 
Germany to operate in the littoral areas as well as 
the open sea.  

The submarines are also equipped with a highly 
integrated command and weapons control system 
that interfaces with the sensors, weapons and  
navigation systems.  The Type-212A offers an even 
greater range, diving depth and displacement than 
its predecessor submarines while being equipped 
with improved communications systems and 
reconnaissance capabilities. In support of the 
modernisation efforts, the sixth Type-212A 
submarines in service have also been equipped with 
land-attack capability.  The first of the improved 
class, U-32 is approximately 183-feet long with a 
beam of nearly twenty-two feet. It has a draught of 
nineteen feet.  It is notable that the Type-212A boats 
are manned by just five officers and twenty-two 
sailors, and the submarine features two decks, which 
provides additional sleeping and living space and the 
end of ‘hot bunking.’  The boat’s torpedo area is even 
reported to be spacious enough that it is no longer 
necessary to divide the interior to reload weapons.  
Torpedoes are still the primary weapon, and the 
Type-212A features six 533-millimeter torpedo 
tubes.  The tubes are positioned in two rows of three, 
four pointing slightly left and two tubes to the right.  
Additionally, the submarines can be used to deploy 
German special operations forces through the 
torpedo tubes.  While the German Bundesmarine 
may only have six of these Type-212A boats in 
operation these are quite a powerful, and quiet boat 
that can help with it the ability to operate in brown, 
green and blue water environments. 
 

First Spanish-made 'Narco Sub' Found in 
Malaga, Spain Mediterranean Warehouse’ 

RCN News & CNN, 15 March 2021 
 Spanish authorities have seized a narco-
submarine in the southern city of Malaga, which is 
believed to be the first such vessel built in Europe. 
The semi-submersible, which was discovered 
nearing the end of its construction. measures 9m 
long, 3m deep, and is capable of smuggling up to 
2,000 kg of drugs.  The seizure was made as part 
of Operation Ferro, a year-long multinational 
counter-drug trafficking investigation focused on 
Catalonia which involved authorities from the US, 
UK, Netherlands, Colombia, Portugal, and Spain in 
coordination with Europol.  Last week’s phase of the 
operation also led to 52 arrests, the discovery of a 
sophisticated lab capable of processing 750kg of 
cocaine monthly, a 15m speedboat, and 400kg of 
cocaine.  Narco-submarines are increasingly being 
used to transport illegal drugs, posing a notable 
challenge for law enforcement authorities as they 
are difficult to detect and interdict.  In Nov, 2019, 
Spanish authorities interdicted a 22m narco-
submarine in the first-ever known trans-Atlantic 
voyage of such a vessel, suggesting that the range 
and seaworthiness of these vessels is improving. 
 

If Women Are So Clever & perfect at multitasking, 
how come they can’t have a headache and sex at 
the same time?  Robert Louis Stevenson 
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Defence Command Paper the Future of the RN 
Navy Lookout  22 Mar 2021 

A Multi Role Ocean Surveillance Ship (MROSS) will 
be built, primarily to protect undersea infrastructure. 
There are no details about what form this vessel will 
take and this appears to be an additional capability, 
probably unrelated to the replacement of HMS Scott 
which is not mentioned. 

RN’s new autonomous submarine MANTA XLUUV 
technology demonstrator (right) was seen for the 
first time in public displayed onboard RFA Mounts 
Bay last week. (left) The MADFOX (Maritime 
Autonomy Demonstrator for Operational 
Demonstration) MAST-13 USV. Expect to see 
procurement of more underwater, surface and 
airborne autonomous systems. 
 

The RN's Experimental Branch, NavyX, has 
Commissioned into Service. 

Forces Net   29 Mar 2021 
The vessel, called Madfox (Maritime Demonstrator 
for Operational eXperimentation), has spent the last 
18 months being operated by Defence Science and 
Technology Laboratory (Dstl) on a series of trials 
with the Royal Navy.  Now in the hands of NavyX, it 
will undergo another year of demanding testing, 
seeing how it can deliver across a range of military 
operations including surveillance and force 
protection.  
The 
investment in 
Madfox comes 
as the RN and 
RM’s look to 
expand their 
use of 
crewless and 
autonomous equipment.  Cdr Antony Crabb, NavyX 
team leader, said they will explore the role the 
vessel can play in ‘complex operations and within 
the future fleet.’ 
 

Later this year NavyX will also accept an 
autonomous Rigid Inflatable Boat (RIB) into the 
inventory.  Cdr Crabb added:  ‘This exciting work 
will help inform how systems are deployed, and 
employed, from future vessels of the Type 26 and 
Type 31 classes’.  The MAST-13 vessel proved a 
success during experimentation in Norway last year 
when it was successfully integrated with HMS 
Albion.  There it was controlled remotely, including 
for the transit in and out of the ship’s dock. 

Navy Takes Service Standard to Defence 
UkAuthority  30 March 2021 

The Royal Navy and the Defence Digital service 
have begun to tailor the Service Standard for 
government to the defence sector.  They are initially 
developing a version especially for the Navy, but with 
a plan to ultimately provide one that can be applied 
across defence organisations.  The Service 
Standard, developed by the Government Digital 
Service (GDS), comprises 14 points to underpin new 
digital services for government.  Sophie Bennet of 
the RN Digital and Data Board Secretariat said 
defence organisations are keen to adopt the 
standard to make it simpler and more cost-effective 
to deliver digital services.  ‘This digital service 
standard, however, will be tailored to the RN, noting 
the differing contexts, settings and needs of our 
organisation and users,’ she said.  A small ‘tiger 
team’ comprising civilian and military personnel has 
been set up to lead the work and have developed a 
first version with plans to use it in a pilot project for 
the proof of concept phase.  This will then be 
widened to other RN projects, with the ultimate aim 
of making it relevant across defence.  ‘The intent is 
that the lessons identified will lead to a service 
standard that is fit for a defence context and that can 
be scaled across defence to provide a single, 
coherent approach, alongside a broader standards 
and assurance programme led by Defence Digital.’ 
https://www.teamdefence.info/news_item.php?sid=
b27c52371226d1aba02d39dbe3c8540a&newsitem
=1000585   Editor:  I confess I did check the date 
of this release suspecting 1 April but found the link 
above which shows the statement is true! 
 

WORLD SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

Norway & Germany to Buy Six Submarines 
from Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems 

Reuters & Barents Observer   24 March 2021 
Norway and Germany have announced that they will 
jointly contract for the purchase of six air-
independent propulsion-equipped (AIP) Type-
212CD (Common Design) submarines, with four to 
be operated by the Norwegian Navy and two for the 
German Navy.  The contract with Germany’s 
Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems is expected to be 
worth up to USD $5.3 billion.  The joint purchase was 
originally announced in 2017, but the completion of 
the contract was delayed for undisclosed reasons, 
and delivery is now expected in the early 2030’s.  
The deal also includes the joint development of an 
upgraded Naval Strike Missile, which is in service 
with the Norwegian and U.S. navies, among others.  
The 212CD is an updated and slightly larger version 
of the Type 212, which was first introduced into 
German service in 2004. Norwegian commentators 
suggest that the 212 is well suited to reconnaissance 
and shallow water operations, and will be a 
significant new capability given the current Ula-class 
boats, which were introduced in the early 1990’s and 
are due to be replaced by the 212CD which are not 
equipped with air-independent propulsion. 

https://www.teamdefence.info/news_item.php?sid=b27c52371226d1aba02d39dbe3c8540a&newsitem=1000585
https://www.teamdefence.info/news_item.php?sid=b27c52371226d1aba02d39dbe3c8540a&newsitem=1000585
https://www.teamdefence.info/news_item.php?sid=b27c52371226d1aba02d39dbe3c8540a&newsitem=1000585
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Two Chinese Survey Ships are Probing a 
Strategic Section of the Indian Ocean 

RCN News & USNI News, 23 March 2021 
Open-source researchers suggest that the People’s 
Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) is conducting 
extensive survey operations in the Eastern Indian 
Ocean to assist their submarine operations in the 
region.  Two vessels are known to be operating in the 
area, including Xiang Yang Hong 03, which was seen 
operating in Indonesian waters in Jan 2021 without its 
automatic identification system (AIS) transmitting.  
That ship is said to have joined up with another 
vessel, the Xiang Yang Hong 01, for operations in the 
Indian Ocean where they have spent considerable 
time since their commissioning in 2016.  The vessels 
are part of a growing fleet of oceanographic vessels 
operated by China’s State Oceanic Administration, 
and are believed to be mapping areas of future 
importance to submarine operations, including 
seafloor ridges and mountain ranges.  Researchers 
say that the vessels are generally following 
international guidelines, and report their positions via 
AIS, which has aided efforts to track their activity. 
 

Japan Commissions Twelfth, and Final 
Soryu-Class Diesel-Electric Attack Submarine 

RCN News & Jane’s, 24 March 2021 
The Japanese Maritime Self-Defence Force 
(JMSDF) commissioned its 12th & Final Soryu-Class 
diesel-electric attack submarine. Named JS Toryu, 
the vessel is the second-in-class to be fitted with 
lithium-ion batteries, which are more efficient than 
their lead-acid battery predecessors but require 
significant safeguards to ensure that damaged 
batteries do not create explosive hydrogen gas.  The 
2,900-ton Soryu-class is now being succeeded by 
the slightly larger Taigei-class, which is similar to its 
predecessor class, but has upgraded sensors and 
other equipment.  The first vessel in that class, JS 
Taigei, is slated to be used as a test bed for various 
new technologies when it is commissioned in 2022, 
while the next vessels in class, to be ready in 2023 
and 2024, are intended for operational use.  Japan’s 
latest National Defence Program Guidelines require 
the JMSDF to operate a fleet of 22 submarines, 
and 21 are currently in service between the Soryu 
and older Oyashio classes.  While the oldest of the 
Oyashios have been relegated to training roles, the 
remainder are undergoing modernisation. 
 

Three Russian Nuclear Submarines 
Simultaneously Punch Through Arctic Ice 
Tom Metcalfe  Live Science   22 Mar 2021 

Three Russian navy 
submarines punched their way 
through several feet of sea ice 
in the Arctic to surface 
simultaneously within a few 
hundred feet of each other, 
one of the first times the tricky 
naval manoeuvre has been achieved.  A video 
released by Russia's Ministry of Defence shows the 
conning towers of the three subs breaking through a  

continuous sheet of floating ice near the Franz Josef 
Land archipelago, in the Arctic Ocean north of the 
Barents Sea.  The subs are taking part in Umka-2021 
(meaning ‘Polar Bear’ in the Siberian Chukchi 
language), an expedition to the region that involves 
600 military and civilian personnel, including staff 
from the Russian Geographical Society, a non-
governmental organisation established in the 19th 
century.  The three submarines broke through 5-foot-
thick (1.5m) ice to surface within 1,000 feet (300 m) 
of each other at the same time, ‘for the first time in the 
history of the Navy,’ Russian navy Cdr Admiral 
Nikolay Yevmenov told Russia's President Vladimir 
Putin in a televised video call.  The conditions in the 
region were between minus 13 and minus 22 degrees 
Fahrenheit (minus 25 and minus 30 degrees 
Celsius), with winds gusting at up to 70 mph (110 
km/h), the admiral reported.  Surfacing a submarine 
through thick sea ice is no easy feat.  Nuclear-
powered missile submarines usually try to stay 
hidden beneath Arctic ice because it makes them 
effectively invisible to enemies.  But when they do 
have to come to the surface, a sub commander will 
first try to find nearby patches of open water, such as 
a ‘lead’ or ‘polynya’, where they can surface without 

encountering any floating ice.  When that fails, 
careful manoeuvring is needed so that the 
submarine can break through up to 9 feet (2.5 m) 
of sea ice. 
 

Russian Submarines Surfaced Beside Huge Hole 
Blown Open in the Ice Seen In Satellite Imagery 

Barents Observer & The Drive 29 Mar, 2021 
The Russian Federation Navy (RFN) conducted an 
exercise near Franz Josef Land in the Barents Sea 
last week in which three nuclear-powered ballistic 
missile submarines (SSBN) broke through the ice 
within a radius 300m (986ft). The two Delta IV and 
one Borei-class submarines were participating in 
Umka-2021, a joint Arctic exercise taking place in 
the vicinity of the remote archipelago and the 
recently upgraded Russian airbase at Nagurskoye. 
Several MiG-31 fighter jets and elements of a 
motorized rifle brigade were also involved in the 
drills.  Open-source imagery of the submarine 
surfacing showed that a hole had been blown 
through the ice, possibly caused by an underwater 
detonation, to facilitate the surfacing of the 
submarines.  Commentators suggest that the hole 
was possibly made by a torpedo fired by one of the 
submarines and was likely intended to allow the 
boats to surface faster and reach a firing position 
without having to deal with potential ice 
accumulation obstructing the missile tubes.  The 
RFN is known to use Arctic ice coverage to conceal 
its SSBN operations, and this drill serves as a 
demonstration of the ability of these vessels to 
quickly emerge into a firing position in a region 
where potential adversaries are less likely to be 
present, though it is notable that, if the hole through 
the ice was large enough, the submarines would not 
have to surface before firing. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkXbyklunp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkXbyklunp4
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The Surprising Story of the Only Cat Ever to Win 
the Highest Honour for Animal Military Gallantry 

Robin Hutton  Time Magazine  18 Sept 2018 
I recently commented to friends about re-watching 
an old classic black & white film – HMS Amethyst 
from the early 1950’s commenting it even had 
Simon in his hammock!  Who the hell was Simon 
was the response so I advised the basic story, with 
one suggesting a newsletter of the unique only cat 
to win the Animal VC.  So Yer it Is:- 
 

As of 2018, only one cat has ever earned the 
prestigious prize.  His name was simple: Simon. 
Simon was discovered in March 1948 poking around 
the docks of Stonecutters Island in Hong Kong.  
Thought to be about a year old, the scrawny black 
and white tomcat was scrounging for food when a 
British sailor spotted him.  Seventeen-year-old 
Ordinary Seaman George 
Hickinbottom decided a cat was 
just what the ship needed to get rid 
of its rats.  The rodent infestation 
posed risks to onboard foodstuffs, 
and to the crew’s overall health.  
So, George tucked Simon inside 
his jacket, smuggled him aboard the Amethyst, and 
hid the tomcat in his cabin.  In April 1949, the 
Amethyst was ordered to sail up the Yangtze River 
from Shanghai to Nanking, then relieve the HMS 
Consort of her duties. China was in the midst of a 
bloody civil war between the communist insurgents 
of Mao Tse Tung’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
and the ruling nationalist (or Kuomintang) Party of 
Chiang Kai-shek, and the Consort was long overdue 
for relief, having guarded the British Embassy for 
some time in case Mao’s army took the city and 
forced an embassy evacuation. 
 

A cease-fire agreement between the two sides was 
due to expire at midnight on 21 April, with the 
communists demanding that the nationalists agree 
to their terms or else fighting would resume.  Mao’s 
PLA held the Yangtze’s north side and the 
nationalists controlled the south bank.  Because 
Britain had not taken a side in the Chinese conflict, 
no trouble was expected, and British officials 
believed the Amethyst could reach Nanking before 
the cease-fire ended.  But, on the morning of 20 
April, the Amethyst was still about 60 miles from the 
city when communist fire resumed from the north 
shore.  Explosions rocked the ship, with the bridge, 
wheelhouse and low power room hit first.  In all, the 
ship sustained more than 50 hits.  Nineteen men, 
including its captain, were killed in the 20 April 
attack; 27 more were wounded.  Eventually, the 
Amethyst took shelter in a creek a little way 
upstream.  Negotiations with the communists soon 
began for the release of the stricken, cornered 
Amethyst and its crew.  Where was Simon during 
the chaos and carnage?  No one knows for sure, 
but when the shelling began, he likely was in the 
captain’s cabin curled up in his cap.  A Chinese 
shell blasted a huge hole in the nearby bulkhead, 

and four shards of shrapnel hit the defenceless cat in 
the back and legs as he bolted or was thrown by the 
force of the explosion.  Simon’s face was also burned, 
and his whiskers and eyebrows singed. The stunned 
cat apparently crawled into a corner, out of the way, 
and passed out.  Simon was missing for several days 
before he staggered on deck and was discovered by 
Petty Officer George Griffiths, who gingerly picked 
the cat up and took him to Sick Bay.  The Amethyst 
mascot was in very bad shape, severely weak, 
dehydrated, and in pain from his injuries.  Medical 
officer Michael Fearnley went to work.  He removed 
the shrapnel in four places and stitched Simon up 
before tending to his burned face. There was concern 
that the cat’s hearing might have been damaged by 
being so close to the deafening blast.  Besides all 
that, Simon’s heart was also weak.  Fearnley gave 
Simon only a fair chance of survival at best.  Dr. 
Fearnley suggested that Simon hang out in sick bay 
to help shore up morale among the remaining young 
crewmen, many traumatised by the attack, the loss of 
their crewmates, and the grief of having to witness 
twenty burials at sea.  Because Simon had also 
endured the horrific attack and its aftermath, he was 
considered one of them.  Even so, conditions aboard 
the Amethyst began to seriously deteriorate.  
Because of dwindling food and water supplies, 
rations were cut in half.  Nearly three months after the 
original attack, negotiations were deadlocked, at least 
in part on account of the communists’ demand that 
the Amethyst’s men admit they had wrongly invaded 
national Chinese waters and fired first on Mao’s army.  
Between the standoff in talks and the ship’s 
dangerously low fuel supplies, the Captain was 
increasingly fearful.  And his solution was old-
fashioned and simple: make a run for it. 
 

On the moonless night of 30 July, with the merchant 
vessel Kiang Ling Liberation passing the HMS 
Amethyst and heading down river around 10pm, he 
seized the moment and dared to attempt a 104-mile 
run to the open sea under cover of darkness.  The 
enemy’s response from shore was less aggressive 
than expected; luck certainly seemed to be with the 
crew of the Amethyst that hot summer night.  Almost 
five hours later, the ship rendezvoused with the 
HMS Concord part way up the Huangpu River south 
of Wusong and was escorted the rest of the way.  
The captain sent a message: ‘Have Re-joined the 
Fleet South of Woo Sung.  No Damage or 
Casualties. God Save the King.’ 
 

After being held hostage for 101 days, the crew’s 
ordeal was over, and the Amethyst was cruising to 
Hong Kong.  News travelled fast as the Amethyst 
made its way to HK. Word of the ship’s exploits 
spread, and the entire crew were hailed as heroes, 
including Simon. The Tomcat became an 
international celebrity overnight, thanks to heavy 
coverage by the press and movie newsreels.  An 
army of cameras and reporters recorded the ship’s 
arrival in HK Harbour, and Simon posed for pictures 
with his shipmates during the celebration. 
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The Captain replied to a request from the People’s 
Dispensary for Sick Animals, which awards the 
Dickin Medal, asking for confirmation of Simon’s 
heroic deeds. His testimonial letter reads, in part: 
‘For many days Simon felt very sorry for himself, nor 
could he be located.  His whiskers, even now, show 
signs of the explosion.  Rats, which began to breed 
rapidly in the damaged portions of the ship, 
presented a real menace to the health of the ship’s 
company, but Simon nobly rose to the occasion and 
after two months the rats were much diminished.  
Throughout the incident Simon’s behaviour was of 
the highest order.  One would not have expected a 
small cat to survive the blast from an explosion 
capable of making a hole over a foot in diameter in 
a steel plate.  Yet after a few days Simon was as 
friendly as ever.  His presence on the ship, together 
with Peggy, the dog, was a decided factor in 
maintaining the high level of morale of the ship’s 
company.  On 5 Aug, the Associated Press broke 
the news of the PDSA’s decision.  One newspaper 
headline over the AP story told the tale: ‘Amethyst’s 
Cat Gets Dickin Medal for Catching Rats.’ The 
PDSA’s decision had been unanimous. 
 

Not only was Simon the only feline ever to receive 
a Dickin, he was also the only Royal Navy animal to 
earn the Dickin distinction.  All of this attention 
inspired fan mail for Simon, more than two hundred 
pieces a day, along with gift cans of food and cat 
toys.  Lt Stewart Hett, declared ‘Cat Officer,’ was 
placed on a unique duty assignment: handling all of 
Simon’s mail and gifts.  On 11 Nov, 1949, Simon 
arrived home in England to another media frenzy, 
including Life magazine.  He was placed in routine 
quarantine for six months, like other returning war 
animals, and the formal Dickin Medal presentation 
was set for 11 Dec.  Maria Dickin herself, along with 
the Lord Mayor of London, planned to attend. It was 
shaping up to be a grand and glorious affair. 
 

But it was not meant to be. Two weeks before the 
presentation, Simon fell ill with a virus.  He received 
treatment, including injections for a high fever and 
acute enteritis.  But his war wounds had seriously 
weakened Simon’s heart.  Simon passed away on 
28 Nov, having crammed a lot of living into his two 
short years.  As one tribute put it, ‘The Spirit of 
Simon slipped quietly away to Sea.’ Some said he 
died of a broken heart, that he missed his life 
aboard ship and the men he loved so much.  The 
crew were heartbroken.  Cards and letters arrived 
at the quarantine shelter ‘by the truckload.’  On its 
obituary page, Time magazine featured Simon’s 
picture beneath a simple headline: ‘In Honoured 
Memory.’  Regnery 
 

Adapted with permission from War Animals: The 
Unsung Heroes of World War II (Regnery Publishing) by 
Robin Hutton, national bestselling author of Sgt. 
Reckless: America’s War Horse. War Animals is 
available now at bookstores everywhere. 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/War-Animals-Unsung-
Heroes-World/dp/1621576582  

HMS URGE FINAL RESTING PLACE SAGA 
 

Received from Giuseppe Zidda, an Italian 
Correspondent who has compiled a library of vintage 
pictures of British, S, T, and U, Class submarines.  
He sent his conclusions (about the Claim URGE had 
been found off Malta)  to a number of people.  This 
is the answer he got from the Submariners 
Association.  Bongiorno, Come le avevo  segnalato,  
ho  inviato il mio dossier ( sia in lingua italiana , sia in  
lingua inglese Vedi Allegati) a  dei  possibili 
interlocutori.  Ho ricevuto  queste risposte. Da SA: 
 

Thank you for your interest in the Urge.  I and many 
others believe this information from J. P. Mission to 
be correct.  But, the Department responsible for 
wrecks in the Ministry of Defence have said that until 
better images of the wreck or a dive on the wreck 
take place, the Ministry will not change their decision.  
Regards,  Ian Vickers, SA National Sec. 
 

JP Misson has given out this public Response. 
The demand for ‘better images’ (of the wreck sonar-
located by JPM at Marsa el Hilal, 2012) is just an 
excuse not to take action because: Surely, the RN 
have sonar experts capable of analysing that one 
image to confirm the position and direction of 
aperture of the Lid of the Torpedo Hatch, on this 
wreck.  The direction of Aperture of the Lid is to 
Starboard (a feature unique to British 
submarines).  A British submarine found on the 
seafloor at Marsa el Hilal can only be HMS URGE 
because it tallies with the Relazione Operativa of 
the Italian Regia Aeronautica, at Marsa el Hilal, on 
29 April, 1942, and with what reads on the 
Catalogue, National Archives Kew.  There is no 
need for a Visual Approach of this wreck and no 
need for ‘better images’.  The sonar image 2012 
says it all, and had the Naval Historical Branch been 
really interested in finding the truth, they have all the 
means to do just that! 
 

Unfortunately, they have been incapable of 
detecting the deliberate fraud in the images 
published with the Claim submitted in Oct, 2019 by 
a so-called Archaeological Team sponsored by the 
University of Malta/Heritage Malta.  The Claim that 
HMS Urge has been found off Malta is an attempt 
by the family of Lt. Cdr. Tomkinson, to protect him 
against the suggestion that (by going to Marsa el 
Hilal, Italian Libya) he may have ‘contravened’ the 
orders he had received.  The CO of HMS Urge 
contravened no order and to pretend Urge is not at 
Marsa el Hilal is a shameful robbery of the merit of 
Urge's entire Ship’s Company of having engaged 
the Enemy at Marsa el Hilal  on 29 April, 1942. 
 

Those who deliberately ‘schemed’ this deception, & 
those who ‘validated’ this deception and those who 
‘circulated’ this deception are all accountable to the 
Families of those entombed in the wreck (and to 
History).  Loyalty to those who ‘gave their Today for 
our Tomorrow’ seems to be in short supply. 
Regards  J.P.Misson 
Editor: Too many Photos,& Doc scans to attach in NL 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/War-Animals-Unsung-Heroes-World/dp/1621576582
https://www.amazon.co.uk/War-Animals-Unsung-Heroes-World/dp/1621576582
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TWENTY MATELOT LAWS 
 

1: It is OK for a Matelot to cry ONLY under the 
following circumstances: 
(a) When a heroic pet/alien (e.g. ET) dies to save 
mankind. 
(b) You smash a full litre bottle of Pussers Rum 
 

2: Under no Circumstances may two matelots share 
an umbrella. 
 

3: Any matelot who doesn't imbibe alcohol on a run 
ashore may be legally beaten by his oppos. 
 

4: If you've known a fellow matelot for more than 24 
hours, his close female relatives are off limits, 
forever (except if he has a single mother). 
 

5: Moaning about the brand of beer in a matelot's 
mess is forbidden.  However, complain at will if the 
entertainment is unsuitable. 
 

6: No matelot shall ever be required to buy a 
birthday present for another matelot.  In fact, even 
remembering your oppo's birthday is only allowed if 
he is in the chair. 
 

7: On a road trip, the strongest bladder determines 
pit stops, not the weakest. 
 

8: When stumbling upon other matelots watching any 
sporting event, you may ask the score of the game 
in progress, but you may never ask who's playing. 
 

9: It is permissible to drink a fruity alcohol drink only 
when you’re sunning on a tropical beach, and it's 
delivered by a topless model and only when it's free. 
 

10: Only in situations of moral and/or physical peril are 
you allowed to kick another matelot in the crown jewels. 
 

11: Matelots don't let oppos wear Speedos. Ever. 
 

12: Wrens who claim they 'love to watch sports' 
must be treated as spies until they demonstrate the 
ability to drink as much as the other sport watchers. 
 

13: Never hesitate to reach for the last beer or the 
last slice of pizza, but not both, issue closed. 
 

14: There is no reason for a matelot to watch Men's 
Ice Skating or Men's Gymnastics! 
 

15: If you compliment a fellow matelot on his six-
pack, you'd better be talking about his choice of 
beer that you buy by the half dozen. 
 

16: Never talk to a matelot in a public heads unless 
you are on equal footing i.e., both urinating, 
both waiting in line, both in a cubicle etc. For 
all other situations, an almost imperceptible 
nod is all the conversation you need. 
 

17: Never allow a telephone conversation with a bint to 
go on longer than you are able to have sex with her. 
Keep a stopwatch by the phone. Hang up if necessary. 
 

18: It is acceptable for you to drive her car. It is not 
acceptable for her to drive yours. 
 

19: Thou shall not buy a car in Khaki 
 

20: The wife of a matelot who replies to the question 
‘What do you want for Christmas?' with 'If you loved 
me, you'd know what I want!' gets a season ticket 
for any sporting venue of your choice. 
 

End of Dit. Thanks to Colin W for finding this on the web 

 

Rookie Sailors Turn Soldiers During 
Outdoor Skills Tests on Salisbury Plain 

www.navybooks.com 
Trainee Sailors were given their first taste of life in 
the field on Salisbury Plain.  The first raw recruits 
trained at HMS Collingwood in more than half a 
century endured their first major test of leadership 
in two days on the army’s premier exercise area. 
With HMS Raleigh, the regular establishment used 
to turn civilians into sailors already at maximum 
capacity to meet the demands of the growing Navy 
over the next few years, Collingwood is also 
welcoming raw recruits through its gates.  Around 
500 junior ratings are expected to pass out of the 
Fareham base this year, the first at the end of this 
month. The first group of 11 trainees are three-
quarters of the way through their transformation into 
military personnel, after which they will move on to 
study in their specialist branches such as weapons 
engineers, warfare experts or logisticians.  At this 
stage of the training, recruits are taken into the field 
to build up leadership skills and instil the trainees 
with grit, determination and the ability to work as a 
team.  Erlestoke on the northern edge of Salisbury 

Plain was selected for the 
two-day exercise, Hidden 
Dragon. The first day is 
devoted to the basics of 
living in the field, cooking 
ration packs, sleeping on 

the floor of a barn with no running water, gas or 
electricity, navigating through woods and farmland 
in all weathers, carrying a heavy backpack for 25km 
with no GPS or phones to help pinpoint their 
position.  All being well, the trainees in Perkins 
Division will pass out from Collingwood at the end 
of April.  Editor:  I undertook my Leading Hand 
(Killicks) Leadership course at HMS Collingwood (2 
weeks) in the early 1970's and that included two 
nights out on Salisbury Plain also, and remember 
with the mud on my boots I grew by 2/3 inches in 
height in the process.  Good fun for the ex Royal 
Tournament Field Gunners on the same course but 
not much fun for us Submariners or the one CD 
Diver!  Also, we found the Collingwood Parade-
ground had a similar outlook to Salisbury Plain.  
However, the Petty Officer one at HMS Royal Arthur 
& that was, a completely new Ball Game!! 

http://www.navybooks.com/
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The UK Launches Space Command 
Tracey Follows  Forbes  2 April, 2021 

On 1 April the UK Government officially established 
Space Command, its Joint Command of the British 
Army, RN, RAF and the Civil Service with a mission 
to understand and monitor the domain of Space.  
Located at RAF High Wycombe, the organisation 
will initially build on existing RAF Space structures 
but an alternative longer-term location might well be 
on the cards.  The unit will be responsible for space 
operations, space workforce generation and space 
capability.  That includes a remit for UK Space 
Operations Centre, SKYNET Satellite 
communications (a system currently owned and 
operated for the MoD Airbus Defence and Space 
Ltd) and the monitoring of space for missiles and 
other space objects at RAF Fylingdales.  Unlike US 
Space Force, which follows the naval model, the 
UK’s Space Command seems more closely aligned 
with the RAF.  Indeed, earlier in the year, the 
commander of this new space unit was announced 
as Air Commodore Paul Godfrey OBE, who was 
promoted to Air Vice-Marshal.  At a recent event 
Godfrey discussed the vision for the future of UK 
military in space, highlighting the importance of the 
cultural aspects. ‘A large Joint Command is 
definitely new’ he said stressing that collaboration 
would be a key priority and way of working.  He also 
described space as both an enabling domain which 
includes GPS and satellite communications 
affecting civilian life, as well as being an operational 
domain where other nations’ space activity would be 
observed, though he added that ‘it’s about being 
space advocates not space zealots’.  ‘The 
establishment of a UK Space Command for Defence 
is a crucial step in the development of a coherent 
strategy to understand and operate in space, to 
protect UK interests’ notes the UK government 
guidance published yesterday. It remains to be seen 
how this unit will interface with the National Space 
Council established to provide strategic leadership 
on space across government and how it will support 
the UK’s investments and industrial strategy, not to 
mention the information task of the century which is 
that of integrating space and cyberspace. 
Collaboration is certainly the key word here. 
 

Evergiven Blocks Suez Canal.  At the end of Mar 
into April the massive boxship Ever Given was finally 
freed from the clay of the Suez Canal, allowing traffic 
to flow again through the key waterway after being 

halted for six days. 
The refloating of 
Ever Given was a 

nerve-wracking 
effort that required 
assistance from the 
sun and moon to 
create an unusually 

high tide, and is recounted by the Washington Post 
in ‘Inside the 144-hour scramble to free the giant ship 
stuck in the Suez Canal’ 

Suez Canal Shutdown Highlights Vulnerability 
of Maritime Chokepoints 

Ankur Kundu  The Maritime Executive  3 Apr 2021 
First came the pandemic of 2020, roiling shipping 
and disrupting the supply chains in and out of China 
before spreading out to the rest of the world.  Then 
came one of the biggest hurdles the logistics 
industry has faced in years, a six-day closure of the 
Suez Canal, caused by the grounding of the 20k 
TEU container ship Ever Given.  An estimated 12% 
of the world's trade passes through the Suez Canal 
daily, representing almost $10 billion in value, 
according to Llyod's List.  Serving as the link 
between Asian manufacturing powerhouses and 
wealthy markets in Europe, it is among the most 
important waterways in the world.  50 ships transit 
the Suez Canal every day, according to the SCA. In 
2020 alone, almost 19,000 vessels with a net 
tonnage of 1.17 billion tonnes transited the 100 nm 
long waterway, making it the second-busiest year in 
the history of the canal.  The pandemic exposed the 
fragility of the global supply chain, with container 
shipping rates tripling after shipping companies cut 
down on fleet capacity in expectation of falling 
demand.  The boxship fleet is now more active than 
ever, but it can hardly keep up with the pace. 
Demand is so high that an ongoing container 
shortage has caused a headache for shippers and 
consumers alike, forcing ocean carriers to make 
decisions about where to allocate scarce 
containers.  Even though the worldwide logistics 
industry has amassed a high degree of efficiency 
when it comes to manufacturing goods and 
adhering to tight schedules, as well as keeping 
costs to a minimum, if the Suez Canal closure would 
have been prolonged further, it could've had a 
cascading downstream disruption of trade with vast 
economic repercussions. In simple words, everyday 
consumers would have had to pay more for 
everyday goods, ranging from Amazon orders to 
gasoline. Govts had to frame contingency plans 
aimed at countering the crisis: In war-torn Syria, the 
government began rationing fuel as the blockage of 
the Suez Canal stretched into a sixth day.  The 
Suez Canal and the Panama Canal form two of the 
most critical choke points in the global maritime 
domain, along with the Strait of Malacca and the 
Strait of Hormuz. These chokepoints are perhaps 
some of the biggest vulnerabilities in the global 
supply chain, and shipping interests will likely 
include the risk of a shutdown on the Suez Canal 
into their plans going forward. 
 

SA Change of Rules Benefit to SA Members 
Two Derbyshire SA Members have benefited by the 
Submariners Association AGM decision to extend 
the Life Membership of members down from the 
age of 90 to 85.  I have passed out the Good News 
to Peter Johnson and Max Horton that they have 
had too many Birthdays, and thus are now 
considered Life Members of the Submariners Assn, 
Peter intends to celebrate with a Pint on 16 April! 
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Duty Done – Farewell & BZ HMS Trenchant 
Navy Lookout  26 March 2021 

HMS Trenchant returned to Devonport for the final 
time on 25 Mar. She will be formally 
decommissioned before joining the long list of 
submarines awaiting disposal.  Here we take a brief 
look at her career and the current status of the 
RN’s SSN fleet. 
 

HMS Trenchant was laid down at Barrow Shipyard 
in Oct 1985, the 5th of the 7 Traf Class submarines 
constructed for the RN. The highly successful T-boat 
programme delivered 7 boats to the RN over an 8 
year period, in stark contrast to the troubled Astute 
programme, which will take about 18 years to deliver 
the same number of boats. The Trafalgar’s are also 
widely acknowledged to be the best SSN design of 
the Cold War and are still proving to be effective well 
into the 2020’s.  Trenchant was commissioned in 
1989 but her early career was marred by an accident 
when she became ensnared in fishing nets and sunk 
the trawler Antares with the loss of 4 lives.  The 
accident led to a major change in operating 
procedures which have been effective at preventing 
any further collisions between fishing vessels and 
submerged RN submarines.  There is limited 
information about Trenchant’s career in the public 
domain for obvious reasons, but she has been 
deployed all over the world. In the 1990’s this still 
involved tracking the diminishing Russian 
submarine fleet in the High North and N. Atlantic but 
as time went on, RN submarines were increasingly 
deployed further afield, particularly to the Middle 
East.  In 1998 the Tomahawk Land Attack missile 
entered service with the RN and for many years, at 
least one SSN was permanently deployed East of 
Suez as the ‘duty TLAM boat’, ready to respond to 
events in the region. 
 

In June 2007, Trenchant conducted the RN’s first 
live firing trial of the new Block IV TLAM in the Gulf 
of Mexico.  Between 2009-11 she underwent a 
major refit and Devonport.  In 2013 she conducted 
a patrol that lasted 335 days, covering 38,000nm 
while operating in the Mediterranean, Gulf and the 
Indian Ocean, a record that still stands for the 
longest continuous patrol ever carried out by an RN 
SSN.  Delays to the delivery of the Astute class 
vessels ensured Trenchant would have her life 
extended.  She was subject to the largest and most 
complex SSN refit and upgrade package ever 
undertaken in Devonport from 2014-16, involving 
about 650,000 man-hours of work.  Not for the first 
time, problems emerged with cracks in the ageing 
pipework in the reactors of the Trafalgar class and 
in early 2017 some media outlets were even 
predicting Trenchant would never sail again.  Given 
their critical importance to the defence of the nation 
and protection of the deterrent, there could be no 
question of decommissioning the three remaining 
boats and the reactors were repaired.  HMS 
Trenchant returned to sea in April 2017 and has had 
an exceptionally busy final four years in service. 

The majority of her time would appear to have been 
spent in the NATO area as the Russian submarine 
threat has increased dramatically again in the last 
decade.  In Apr 2018, she broke through the ice at 
the North Pole, joining the USS Connecticut and 
USS Hartford at the conclusion of joint under-ice 
exercises.  She briefly hit the headlines in April 
2020, when her CO was relieved of command after 
allowing a dockside BBQ at Devonport against 
advice from his superiors.  After intense patrols in a 
confined space, it’s important for morale to allow 
submariners to let off steam, something difficult to 
manage while adhering to strict pandemic lockdown 
rules. Trenchant conducted her last major 
deployment in 2020, returning home in November. 
During more than 4 months away she operated with 
vessels from 13 nations and covered 18,000 
nautical miles.  Her final few months in service were 
mostly spent operating out of Faslane. 
 

 

Decommissioning a nuclear submarine is not as 
straightforward as de-storing the boat and then 
leaving it tied up in a basin, pending a trip to the 
scrapyard.  A small duty watch has to be maintained 
on board to oversee the reactor as it comes offline 
for up to 2 years.  Trenchant will eventually go into 
afloat storage and join the 12 other hulks awaiting 
dismantling at Devonport. (Assuming HMS 
Courageous is preserved as a museum). 8 of the 12 
boats are currently awaiting nuclear de-fuelling but 
the facilities to remove fuel from retired boats are not 
yet ready at Devonport.  There is now such a backlog 
and the process will be so slow that under current 
plans it will be well into the 2040’s before the hulk of 
Trenchant is dismantled and fully disposed of.  
Tribute should be paid to the hundreds of 
submariners who have served on board and the 
engineers that have supported her during her 32 
years of duty. The submarine service tends to be in 
the headlines when things go wrong while their 
achievements are often overlooked or 
misunderstood.  For submariners, the line between 
peacetime and wartime posture is small and they 
operate in a hostile environment that leaves little 
room for error.  The SSN force is the gatekeeper for 
the nuclear deterrent, the first line of defence and the 
most potent threat to surface ships.  Whether it is 
gathering intelligence, trailing adversary submarines 
or supporting special forces there is a very long task 
list for the RN Submarine Service. HMS Trenchant 
will be effectively replaced by HMS Audacious but 
the force will number just 6 boats until the arrival of 
HMS Agincourt by the end of 2026 brings the total to 
Seven.  Editor: Certainly, a Work Horse Submarine! 
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PRESS RELEASE On Behalf of Stanley 
Community Hall Committee, Stanley Gala Event 
Committee, MOSVT and families of the crew of the 
W5795 Wellington Bomber.  With regret, the Annual 
Stanley Gala & Annual W5795 Stanley Wellington 
Bomber Memorial Commemorative Service and 
Battle of Britain Memorial Flypast previously 
planned for Saturday 4th July 2021 have been 
Cancelled.  In conjunction with the 
Stanley Community Hall 
Committee, Stanley Gala Event 
Committee, MOSVT and families of 
the crew of the W5795 Wellington 
Bomber, the decision has been 
taken to cancel the 2021 plans.  Next year on the 
2nd July 2022 we hope to combine the Gala as well 
as pay respects to the crew and families of the 
Wellington Bomber W5745, for the 80th Anniversary 
of their loss, and remember the sacrifice of five 
brave men who died in Stanley Village on 12 July 
1942 when their Wellington Bomber crashed from 
37,000 feet on an experimental Top Secret high 
altitude Test Flight from Boscombe Down to 
Blackpool.  We Will Remember Them.   Terry Hall 
MOSVT Trustee 
 

Derby City Council sent out a press release that 
after initial consultation 
periods, we will be pushing 
ahead with transforming the 

City’s iconic ram to a new camel over the coming 
weeks?  The move reflects the historic camel 
markets that once operated on the site where the 
Eagle Market now stands and it is felt better and 

more descriptive 
than the present ram 
logo.is! 
Editor:  Then I 
spotted the date and 
time at the bottom of 
the Press Release!! 

Always Considerate that many ladies read our 
newsletter this Helpful Advice was sent in by one of 
our members; name withheld just in case any of the 
woke brigade accidently just happen to read our 
newsletter in error On Line!!  Not, I might confirm 
that it will make any difference to your editor!!  
 

 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW what it is like to be 
a Chairman or Secretary of a Group, Branch or 
Association during the Coronavirus Pandemic?  
Remember, when the Titanic was sinking and the 
band continued to play?   WELL, WE’RE THE BAND! 
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